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By the Chief, International Bureau:

I. Introduction

Released: :\ovember 8, 2000

I. In thiS Order, we address a MollOn for ExtenslOn of Time ("MotIOn") filed m thIS
proceedmg by the Honorable Ernest F, Hollings, U.S, Senate, ("Senator Hollings"), the rankmg minonty
Member on the United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. I This
proceeding concerns the proposed merger of YoiceStream Wireless Corporation and Powertel, Inc, with
Deutsche Telekom AG (collectively "Applicants"). On October 11,2000, the Commission released a
Pubhc Notice seeking comment m this proceedmg and settmg November 13.2000 as the deadline for
initial petitlOns/comments and November 27,2000 as the deadline for oppositions/responses," Senator
Hollings moves for a 30-day extensIOn of the deadlll1e to file comments m this proceedmg. As discussed
below. we grant Senator Hollings's MotIOn.

See IUlceSrrew/I Wlre/e~.\ Corpunlfloll Tr{//I~/cr()r. and Deursche Te/eku/Il A G. Trans/eree, IB
Docket '\0. 00-187. Em~st F. Hollmgs. L'S. SenJte. \lollun for E"t~IlslOn of Time (tiled :\0\. 2. 2000).

See Pubhc :\otice. VOlceStreJm \\'Ilekss Corporation. Powertel, Inc. and Deutsche Telekom AG
Se~k FCC Consent to Transf~r Control of Llcens~s and :\uthonzations Jnd Request Declaratory Ruling Allowmg
Indirect ForeIgn O\\l1ershlp. IB Docket '\0 00-1 S~. D.~ (j1)-2251 (r~L Oct 11.2000).
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II. Discussion

DA 00-1311

'1 Pursuant to SectIon 1..+6(b) of thl' COmmlSSJOn' S rules.' Sl'natl)r Hull mg~ rl'l] uests tha:
we grant a 30-day extensIOn ofthl' filmg deadlmes In thb procel'dmg. SenatUf HollIng' SUIl'~ thJt hl' hJ,
a keen Interest In the outcome of thIs proceedIng and plans to tile comment, He funhl'r stJtl'S that due III

the pendency of cnticalleglslatlYe matters. ho\\C'\·er. he and hIS staff h3\e not had the lllllC !ll'cl>~af\ h'

carefully analyze the market data and other InformatIOn they haye already pthered and tu engage In
additIonal research If necessary. He notes, that through the leglslatlye process. he hJS g:nhered
slgmficant InformatIOn dIrectly rele\'ant to thIS proceedIng that should be Included m the rl'cord Senato:
HollIngs argues that grantIng an extensIOn of tIme \\ III serve the publlc Intl'rl'st bec3use It \\Ill allo\\ the
CommIssIon to develop a more complete record In thIS proceedmg.

3. Although It is the polley ofthl' COlllmisslOn that extensIons Oftlllll' shall not be routme!:
granted," we believe that an extensIOn IS warranted In thIS proceedIng. \\'e notl' that the ApplIcants hJye
Indlcated that they do not oppose thiS Motlon.' \\'l' lind that the publlc Interest \\Ill hl' serwd hy
allOWIng addItional time for p3rtleS to prepare cOlllments and thus ha\'lng a more completl' record In thIS
proceedIng. Therefore, we extend the deadline for tilIng Inltlal comments petitIons In the Jbove­
captIOned proceeding to December 13.2000 and the deadline for filIng OpposJtlonsre~ponses to January
8.2000. D We note. however. that we would be reluctant to further extend the comment penods. In order
that we may act on this proceeding in a tImely mJnner. Furthermore. we encourage those commenters
who Wish to file comments before the new deadlIne to do so. The Impact thIS extensIOn \'Ill have on the
schedule of our revIew will depend on the nature and scope of comments receIved.

III. Ordering Clauses

4. Consistent with the foregOIng and pursuant to SectIons 214 and 310 of the
CommunIcatIons Act of 1934. as amended.~ IT IS ORDERED that the Motion for Extension of Time
filed by Ernest F. Hollings. U.S. Senate. In IB-Docket No. 00-187 is GRANTED and the deadline for
filing inltJal comments/petItions and oppOSItIOns responses ARE EXTENDED to December 13, 2000 and

January 8, 2000, respectively.

47 C.F.R. § 1.46(b).

See 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(a).

See l'oiceStream Hheless lOrpOm!/(J1! halls/i.:ror alit! Deutsche Telckom AG. haf1.I!eree, 18
Docket No. 00-187, Response to Motion for EXlenslOn ufTlme, (filed Nov. 7, 2000) (stating "VoiceStream,
Powertel and DT do not oppose Senator Hollings's request for a 30-day extension of lhe deadline for filing
comments and reply comments on the pending transfer-of-control applicalions.").

We note lhat the action we take here ill 110 way aftecrs the pleading cycle In a related transactIOn
InvolVIng VoiceStream WIreless CorporatIOn. Sec PubliC \'otice, VOlceStream \Vireless Corpor3tlOn and Cook Inlet
Region. Inc. Seek FCC Consenl for Transfer of Control of LIcenses and AuthorizatIons. WT Dockel No. 00-207, DA
00-2397 (reI. Oct. 24. 2000) (establIshIng l'\o\'ember 24.2000 and December I. 2000 as the respective dates for
commentS!petIllOns and repliesiopposIllons in lhal prol'eeJing)

See 47 L.S.C ~~ 214. 310
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6. This Order IS Issued pursuant to deiegated authonty under SectIon 0.261 of the
Commission's rules.8 and IS effective upon release PetltlOnS for reconsJderal1on under Se-:tllm \ 10(1 l),

applicatIOns for review under SectIOn 1.115 of the Commlssion's rules.' ma:- he 11 led \\ \thIn ,;0 da:-~ L1 t

the date of release of this order.
1o

FEDERA.L COMMLTNIC-\TIU\:S CO\1\lISSIO\

Donald Abelson
ChIef. International Bureau

47 C.F.R. ~ 0.261

47C.F.R. §§ 1.106.1115

\0
See47C.F.R. § 14(b)(2)
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