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Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: In the Matter of Amendment of Section 73. 622(b), Table of Allotments,
Digital Television Broadcast Stations (Albany, NY), MM Docket No. 00-/'
183, RM-9959 /

Dear Ms. Salas:

Transmitted herewith, on behalf of Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of
WNYT(TV), Albany, New York, is an original and four (4) copies of its Comments
with respect to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking released by the Commission in
the above-captioned proceeding.

An extra copy of the filing is enclosed. Please date-stamp the extra copy and
return it to the courier for return to me.

Please direct any correspondence concerning this filing to the undersigned
counsel.

Respectfully submitted,

y)AO~

David A. O'Connor
Counsel for Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.

Enclosure
cc (w/encl.): Ms. Pam Blumenthal, Mass Media Bureau
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To: Chief, Mass Media Bureau

)
)
)
)
)
)

MM Docket No. 00-183
RM-9959

COMMENTS

Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc. ("HBI"), licensee of Station WNYT(TV), NTSC

Channel 13, Albany, New York, by its attorneys, hereby submits its comments in

response to the above-captioned Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("Notice") released

by the Commission on October 4,2000. The Notice proposes to adopt HBI's request

to amend the Digital Television ("DTV') Table of Allotments, 47 C.F.R. § 73.622(b)

by substituting DTV Channel 12 for WNYT(TV)'s presently assigned DTV Channel

15.

For the reasons set forth in the Petition for Rulemaking ("Petition") filed by

HBI in this proceeding, and as reiterated in these Comments, HBI urges the

Commission to adopt the proposals contained in the Notice.

I. Showings Required.

In compliance with Paragraph 2 of the Appendix to the Notice, HBI hereby

restates its present intention to apply for DTV Channel 12 if that channel is allotted

to HBI in the Albany, New York market and, if such application is granted by the

Commission, HBI will promptly construct facilities to operate on that channel.



II. Incorporation of Former Pleadings by Reference.

HBI hereby incorporates by reference the pleadings contained in its Petition

filed on October 20, 1999. HBI takes this opportunity to reiterate the following

points made in the Petition:

A. The proposed DTV channel substitution is fully consistent with the

requirements of Section 73.623(c) and 73.625(a) of the Commission's Rules. In

particular, the proposal: 1) complies with the principal community coverage

requirements of Section 73.625(a); 2) can be made without disrupting any of the

other DTV allotments made in the Allotment Reconsideration Order; 3) will not

result in more than an additional two percent increase in interference to the

population served by any other DTV station, DTV allotment or analog television

broadcast station; 4) will not result in any new interference to stations that already

experience interference to ten percent or more of their population; and 5) will not

result in interference that would cause another station to begin experiencing

interference to greater than ten percent of its population.

B. The substitution of DTV Channel 12, and the consequent change in

transmitter location to the Helderberg site, will serve the public interest by

increasing WNYT-DT's service population by 113,000.

C. The use of the Helderberg tower site will permit the sharing of a single

antenna site with other television assignments in the Albany market.

D. The collocation of multiple antennas at one tower site increases air

traffic safety by reducing the number of tall tower structures that must be regulated

by the Federal Aviation Administration.
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E. The proposal will result in cost-savings that can be utilized for further

and faster development of DTV operations in the Albany market. Collocation will

reduce costs by obviating the need for duplicative tower structures. In addition,

operating costs will be reduced because, under the proposal, WNYT-DT will avoid

difficult and costly suppression requirements that would otherwise be encountered

at Channel 15. Costs will be further reduced under the proposal because HBI will

not be forced to purchase a UHF transmitter with radiation suppression equipment,

but can instead purchase a more cost-effective VHF transmitter. The capital

realized from these cost savings can be funneled toward promoting and providing a

greater variety of DTV programming to the viewing public, thus serving the public

interest.

III. Additional Information.

Finally, HBI submits that its proposal will alleviate antenna orientation

problems experienced by a majority of households in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy

market. Currently, because WNYT's NTSC transmitter is located at a different site

from the NTSC transmitters of other television stations in the market, viewers have

expressed frustration with the need for multiple antenna orientations. This

problem, while a mere inconvenience to viewers of NTSC programming, is expected

to have a more significant and deleterious impact on viewers' ability to receive

digital transmissions from WNYT-DT and other digital television stations in the

market. However, if the Commission changes WNYT-DT's channel allotment to

Channel 12, it will be possible to collocate a transmitter at the Helderberg site with

the transmitters of other digital television stations. Such collocation will make
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viewer antenna installation easier, and will permit viewers to point their antennas

in a single direction, which will maximize their ability to receive over-the-air signals

from all DTV stations in this market.

IV. Conclusion.

For the reasons set forth above and in the Petition, HBI respectfully requests

that the Commission adopt the proposals contained in the Notice.

Respectfully submitted,

HUBBARD BROADCASTING, INC.

BY:.JL.L..,~!L!:::=::=====~~~=1'
Marvin Rosenberg
David A. O'Connor
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP
2100 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20037-3202
Tel: (202) 955-3000

Its Attorneys

Dated: November 27, 2000
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