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Reply

The National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. (NECA) submits this reply to
comments in the matter captioned above.'

As administrator of the Commission's interstate Telecommunications Relay
Services (TRS) Fund, NECA supports the view of the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) that increased expenses of USAC’s data collection processes that are
attributable only to universal service support mechanisms (USSM), should be borne by
USAC and not the administrators of other funds.”

Telecommunications industry revenue data collected by USAC are used for a

variety of purposes. In addition to administration of the Commission’s USSM, these

" In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking and Order, CC Docket No. 96-45 (rel. Oct. 12, 2000) (FNPRM).

2 FNPRM, USAC Comments, note 48.




data are used for administration of the TRS Fund, North American Numbering Plan, and
local number portability.

The instant FNPRM proposes changes in the revenue collection process that are
intended to improve USSM only." USAC "belicves it would be appropriate to require it
to be responsible for any additional costs associated with the added data collections."®
USAC's language recognizes that additional costs of USSM should be borne only by
USSM, and not the other programs.

The expenses USAC describes were not anticipated in the Joint Administrator
proposal, and are extraordinary costs as "might need to be incurred" in connection with
meeting its responsibilities.® Further, Commission rules governing TRS fund

administration state that the TRS Fund may be used only to recover expenses directly

attributable to TRS.’

* See In the Matter of 1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Streamlined Contributor
Reporting Requirements Associated with Administration of Telecommunications Relay
Services, North American Numbering Plan, Local Number Portability, and Universal
Service Support Mechanisms, CC Docket No. 98-171, Joint Submission of Program
Administrators (filed Oct. 12, 1999) (Joint Submission), p. 4. See also In the Matter of
1998 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Streamlined Contributor Reporting Requirements
Associated with Administration of Telecommunications Relay Services, North American
Numbering Plan, Local Number Portability, and Universal Service Support Mechanisms,
CC Docket No. 98-171, Order, 65 Fed. Reg, 10093 (2000).

4 FNPRM, USAC Comments, note 48,
Id.

§ Joint Submission, p. 4.

""The TRS Fund administrator shall make payments only to eligible TRS providers . . .
and after disbursement to the administrator for reasonable expenses incurred by it in
connection with TRS Fund administration." 47 C.F.R. § 64.604(c)(5)(iii}(E). "The
administrator is required to keep the TRS Fund separate from all other funds
administered . . . ." 47 C.F.R. § 64.604(c)(5)(iit)(H).
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Accordingly, NECA agrees that, in the event the Commission modifies its rules
governing the data collection process to improve USSM administration, the additional

USSM-related expenses should be borne only by the affected USSM programs.

Respectfully submitted,

NATIONAL EXCHANGE CARRIER
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