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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Comments
MM Docket No.~
Standardized and Enhanced Disclosure Requirements for
Television Broadcast Licensee Public Interest Obligations

Dear Ms. Roman Salas:

Transmitted herewith is Exhibit A which, through inadvertence, was omitted from
the Joint Comments of the Named State Broadcasters Associations, filed on December
18, 2000, for the above referenced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. Please associate this
Exhibit with the appropriate Comment.

If there are any questions concerning this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

~:
Enclosure

Document #: 1056198 v. I

2300 N Street, NW Washington, DC 20037-1128 202.663.8000 Fax: 202.663.8007 www.shawpittman.com

Washington, DC
Northern Virginia
New York
Los Angeles
London



RECEIVED

DEC 19 2000
JlIlOOW.~m. ........

CM3fIf..8!t'!II!'IUf

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1



EXlilBITA

OfCLt\RATJON QF DAVE BIONDI. PRESIDENT OF BNET

L Dave Biondi. hereby declare under penalty of~Ijurythat the following is truce and

com:ct:

1. My name is Dave Biondi and 1 8m President ofBNe-t. Inc., the boldin, company of

Broadcast Net, located at 1110 Hackne)' Street, Howton, Texou; 00023. I have beom a

broadci1St engineer for over 20 years. I cUrn'7ltly am responsible for the broadcast

engineering maintenance of7 stations in th~ Houston ~11 and maimaID the public

inspection file, of3 broadcailt ,;~ions.

2. BroadcasT Net operates over 300 listservers and hOlllts over 350 websites. Our clients

include the BroadcasT Ex~cutive Directors Assocililion and many oftn~ State

Bruadcaslers Associations. BroadcaST NeT also provides web desisning ~rvices, and is

an Internet Servic~ Provider in Texas.

:3. I ha"·e been ask~d what it "\\Iould eost to (1) create a website for a station~t WQuld

accommodate that station's public ingpection files; (2) post the information con~o:d in

thaT "'tation's public inspection files: on thl: station'S websitei (3) maintain the ""ditional

,.,torage >:pace that a w.,b~ite will ne~d to accommodat., a station's public inspection files;

and (4) creaTe and maintain a web;:iu~ that meeTS the World Wide Web Consortiwn's Web

Acce:isibility Initiative: ('"W3C/WA!") guide~sfor people with disabilities.

4. BroadL:ast Net cl.lrrendy ~harges $65 pa hour for creating a website and for posting

infoffilation on the website.



S. .rhe w.;:,k of creatins a wl:bsile uslUUy requires a five to six hOUT mcc:nns with the

broadcaster to assess how best to design the web!lik. The d"ision ofhow best TO design

thr: website depends on the type of informaTion that will be: prr5~nte:d on thaT websiTe.

6. I estimate That iT will take.: between 15 minutes rmd l'n hours to complete~ full prCK:ess

ofposting each sheel ofpApcr contained in a broadcast station's public jnspeC1.ion files On

thl: website. If the page is scanned onto the websit.: and lh~ proofread. ilia: process will

take appruximaTdy 15 minutes per paJ'c. Although scanning the page may take less time

thaI re(ypin~ th~ pag~, it will not m~et the requirements of W3C/WAI because it cannOT

be adapted for u~ by the disabled. If it is just a matter ofretyping text, such as a Ienee

from the publiC, it should onl)' take approximately 20 minutes TO POSt each pagt: uoto the

websiT~. If the page comains gnphics Or tables, it rna)' take up to 1% hours to POSt ooto

the websit~. Additiona!time may be .required fOl poStin!, gn&phi~ and lilblc:s onto il

web:sit~ due to the: fact .hat it is not always evident at the Outsc:T how to best present lhis

data. -'\Iso, ensuring that a graphiC apptlafs accurate and is properh si:Led can take from

20 minutes to 1 hour.

7_ If a broadcaster already bas a website:. 1estimate that me additional slO~e space that

will be r~quired to accommodate the pUblic inspection files will cost, on average, $30 to

$:5U ea.ch month. The additional cost will ckpend on the number ofpages mat need to be

posted. lhhe broadcaster scans pages onto the website:, storaiC= ~-pace will cast mare than

it"The pages are retyped because:: the lP'l'Phics lha\ n:sLlIT frOm scanning create a much

larger tile si::te.

~. 1 estimat~ that it will cost between 2 % and 3 tim~s more to design a website to comply

with the W3CfWAI iUidelines. One reason for the additional COSt is that the parametc:rs
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of each page need to be evaluatctd as iT i.s being designed. built and revh:wed. In addition,

the website will need to hi: cTea~d in the fonnat of '-plain teXt" so that it will be

:;imphstic enough for ""ocal r~eTS>' to read tht! hyp~rlinks. For example:, l.ypiciU

fomlatS, !;uch as "java script," do not normally genemte the charaCters thin can be rem by

the device that r~d:J the pag~s to s~eins impaired individuals.

9. I estimate that it will tW between 20 minuTes: TO 6 hours YO eomplere the full process of

posting each sheet ofpaper contained in a broadcast station's public Ubllection files ontO

a w~b5ile that cumpli.:s with the W3C/WAl ~LJideline~. Thi~ is because extra steps n~cd

10 be taken when postina the information OmO thl! website. A:s an c-;uunplc:, ~h page:

will n~ed to be checked to make sure that the "'vocal ~er" will be able to read the page

for those individuals thaI are blind. Because photogr4ph~ and graphics, such COVCIl\gc

maps, cannot be;: r~ad b) a ''Vocal reader," a clear description of the phOlOi/1lph or graphic

also will have to be posted in the subtc:xt - a caption has to be created to explain each

photugraph and graphic so that the \local reader can re1ld it. Al~o. for individuals l~t are

visually impaired but em still TC2$d, the intonnation on the website will need 10 be

enlarged and th~ page will need to be check~ in the larger mode tom~ sure it has not

lust iI~ readabilitY. Anuther example of lU\ ex1na :lh:p that will need to be taken i§ that the

placemenT ofthe hyperlinks need lO be lIpacl:d faJ" c:noLlgh apan liO that people that use a

stick-in·mouth d~vice 10 operate the computer do not need to be accLU'aIe.

~
Dave Biondi

Presiuem, BNet
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