
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington. D. C. 20554

NOV 2 I 2000

OFACE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Maurice Cohen, President
Northeast Radio, Inc.
243 Central Street
Lowell, MA 01852

aEDIT&DEBIT MANf~Gt\lIitN!

~~OMD

RE: Request for Reconsideration of Decision on Waiver and Refund
Northeast Radio, Inc., (WCAP AM) Lowell, MA
Fee Control Number 9809218835873018

Dear Mr. Cohen:

This is in response to your letter dated May 17,2000 requesting reconsideration of our
decision on October 26, 1999 denying your request to waive the Fiscal Year 1998 regulatory fees
for Northeast Radio, Inc. We are dismissing the request because it is untimely.

The Commission's rules at 47 CFR §§ 1.1 04(b) and 1.1 06(a)( I) permit a person 30 days
after the public notice of the action to request reconsideration. Your request, dated May 17,
2000, is untimely and; therefore, it is dismissed. Our decision of October 26, 1999 is final and
unchanged.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please call the Revenue & Receivable
Operation Group at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

~)"~
" C~ 'c-oJ .:.~ "'-',3---...".
t~---' "-" ,

Mark A. Reger
Chief Financial Officer
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Mr. Mark Reger
Chief Financial Officer
Office Of Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

SOOOWAITS
DAY AND NIGHT

May 17, 2000

RE: Request for Refund of Regulatory Fee
Northeast Radio, Inc.
Fee Control #9809218835873018
Fee Paid: $1294

Regulatory Fee for 1999
Fee Paid: $1449

Dear Mr. Reger

Regarding my request for a refund of my 1998 Regulatory
Fee, I am submitting a letter from my accountant for
further clarification of accounting figures previously
sUbmitted. For your convenience I am enclosing a copy
of your letter and information previously submitted.

To date I have not received a response regarding my
request for a ref~nd of my 1999 Regulatory Fee.
Enclosed are audit figures that were not available
when I made the request last year.

Mr. Reger, I trust that you will find it justifiable
to authorize a refund for the years 1998 and 1999 based
on the additional information submitted.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

S7'~~
Maurice Cohen
President

'---- Northeast Radlo.lnc .• 2413 Central Street. Lowell. Massachusetts 01852 (508) 4154 -0404



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMiSSION
Washington, D. C. 20554

October 26, 1999
OFFICE OF
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Mr. Maurice Cohen
President
Northeast Radio, Inc.
243 Central Street
Lowell, MA 01852

Re: Request for Refund of Regulatory Fee
Northeast Radio, Inc.
Fee Control # 9809218835873018
Fee Paid: $1,294

Dear Mr. Cohen:

This is in response to your request for a waiver of the Fiscal
Year 1998 (FY 1998}regulatory fees for Northeast Radio, Inc.
(Northeast), as licensee of AM Radio Station WCAP, Lowell,

-- - ... ,-Massachusetts,' and two Auxil.iary Radio•.Stations-;;c ~'-You-assert>·thatJ:.::':;" .,
Northeast has been operating with monetary losses and that you
have not received any salary or any expense money from the
licensee. You have submitted a Balance Sheet, a Statement of
Income and Accumulated Deficit, and a Statement of Cash Flow for
the years 1996 and 1997.

In establishing its regulatory fee program, the Commission
recognized that in certain instances payment of a regulatory fee
may impose an undue financial hardship upon a licensee. Thus,
the Commission decided to grant waivers or reductions of its
regulatory fees in t'hose inscances where a "petitioner presents a
compelling case of financial hardship." Implementation of Section
9 of the Communications Act, 9 FCC Rcd 5333, 5346 (1994),
reconsideration granted, 10 FCC Rcd 12759 (1995). The Commission
further held that regulatees can establish financial need by
submitting:

[IJnformation such as a balance sheet and profit
and loss statement (audited, if available), a cash
flow projection . . . (with an explanation of how
calculated) , -a list of their officers and their
individual compensation, together with a list of their
highest paid employees, other than officers, and the
amount of their compensation, or similar information.

10 FCC Rcd at 12761-2762.



Mr. Maurice Cohen 2.

In determining whether a licensee has sufficient revenues to pay
its regulatory fees, the Commission relies upon a licensee's cash
flow, as opposed to the entity's profits. Thus, although
deductions for amortization and depreciation, which do not affect
cash flow, and payments to principals, reduce gross income for
tax purposes, those deductions also represent money which is .
considered to be available to pay the regulatory fee.

In reviewing Northeast's Statement of Income and Accumulated
Deficit it is clear that Northeast lost money in 1996 and that it
had an accumulated deficit in excess of $1,000,000. The
Commission waived Northeast's FY 1997 regulatory fees based on
this documentation. "However, the documentation for FY 1997 shows
that Northeast's net income was $21,863.00 and depreciation was
$1,241.00, leaving $23,104.00 net income available for payment of
the FY 1998 regulatory fees. Under these circumstances, Northeast
has not made a showing of compelling financial hardship and its
waiver request is denied.

If you have any questions concerning the regulatory fees, please
call the Credit & Debt Management Center at 418-1995.

Sincerely,

'1MarA/,~
chi1ff~rnancial Officer

!'t



Dear Sir or Madam:

tIOOOWATTS
DAV AND NIGHT

September 10, 1999

Director
Commission
Room l-A625

----980WCARM

Office Of The Managing
Federal Communications
445 12th Street, S.w.,
Washington, D.C. 20554

Sincerely, ~

'-- ~~Jd.~ J:;e.:-
Maurice Cohen
President

On my "Remittance Advice" form I have authorized a credit
card payment of $1448.00 for WCAP's 1999 Regulatory Fee.

Attn: Regulatory Fee Waiver/Reduction Request

Employ a local news staff to gather local and regional news
in addition to our AP News Service and Network News.
Employ the services of an nearby meteorological firm.
Every fall we conduct our direct mail campaign, with instruc­
tions for immediate airing of cancellations or closings for
schools, colleges, factories, businesses and others for free.
We extend the above offer of free announcements to our radio
listeners.
Free interviews/debates for practically all candidates for
public office.
Year long - Interviews with city, state and federal government
officials, as well as others with matters of public interest.
Conduct charity drives.

I personally do not draw a salary or expense money and put
in at least 10 to 12 hours work each day and do not take
any vacation time.

Thanks in advance for your consideration ..

I respectfully request a refund of the above fee as WCAP
has an accumulated deficit, at the end of the year 1998,
in the amount of $1,177,697.00. Please see enclosed copy
of our balance sheet prepared by our auditors, LaPointe,
Torrisi, Stanley & Co., P.C., Telephone 978-794-5700.

- WCAP has continued to serve in the public interest such as:

--- Northe.st ".dlo,Inc.· 243 Central Street. Low.". Massachus.UI 0'"2 (508) 454 -0404


