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JOSTAD ASSOCIATES, P.C.
415 Mason court, bldg. 2

FORT COLLINS, CO 80521
(970) 221-2248

November 7, 2000

November 7, 2000

r·· ~ ~ .~ 'I
~ .J \

Magalie Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 ..
IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF TIlE REPORTED ORDER ON
VIDEO DESCRIPTION

I submit this letter on behalf of my daughter, Brooke Tuttle J ostad, to request that your stand reqUlrlflg
television networks to begin providing video description by April, 2002 remains unchanged.

Brooke is nine years old, and has been blind since birth. She has greatly enjoyed the few videos that have been
made available that are enhanced with video description. Please appreciate the fact that, for the most part, she
is not able to enjoy the videos of various children's classics that most kids take for granted. I am certain that
we would rely upon video description as it becomes available, and that your acts in making such services a
requirement would directly benefit Brooke.

Of course, the blind and visually impaired population is a small minority in this country. The numbers, and the
wealth of those numbers, could not pretend to take on the television, cable and motion picture industries.
Unfortunately, even the voice of the blind and visually impaired community stands divided. These realities
were obviously understood when the matter was initially passed. No new information is now being presented.
Thus, there is no legal or factual justification to delay implementation of your ruling.

I respectfully request that the Reconsideration requests be denied, and that the FCC's ruling regarding video
description for television programming stands firm, and that implementation plans go forward.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this submission. If you would like any further information,
please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

John i\. ]ostad



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

"Capabilities" <capable@bright.net>
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7, 2000 1:08 PM
video description

lX)CKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

In response to MM Docket No. 99-339,please let me add my support to
preserve video -
description. Video description is extremely important to me in teaching
people, and I do not want further delay.
Karen Blumhorst
124 S. Front Street
St. Marys, Ohio 45885
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

lX)CKEr FILE COpy OR/GINA'.
"Carlos Servan" <cservan@nsvi.state.ne.us> l
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7,200012:59 PM
Docket No 99-33~

po

To whom it may concern:
I am writing to show my support to the opposition of the National Federation
of the Blind. Blind people wants acces to important information and not to
entretaiment. Please listen to the National Federation of the Blind.

Carlos Servan

1" l



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

jeffrey ulrich <jauskigolf@yahoo.com>
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7, 2000 12: 11 PM
Docket No. 99-339

DOCKET FILE COpy ORiGINAL

To whom it may concern;
I have been involved with the blind for over ten
years, and during that time I have found voice
descriptions to be very important in their daily
lives. This applies to everything they do. So having
descriptions in media, is vital to their indepence.

Do You Yahoo!?
Thousands of Stores. Millions of Products. All in one Place.
http://shopping.yahoo.coml

o



lX)CKET FILE copy OfUG!NAi

Re: Doc.no. 99-339 Gentlemen: I'm writing this letter to inform you that I am in opposition to the
petitioners for reconsideration of the reported on video description. As a blind citizen, I have found that
the limited video description that is available now is very helpful in becoming a well informed person along
with the rest of the population. I am strongly in favor of expanded use of video description services
through the FCC. Please count my letter as input on the opposition to the petitioners appeal to change

_ 99-339/ Thank you, Sharon A. Fillion 121 Pine View Circle Agawam, Ma. 01001 order



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Good morning,

"Ann K. Parsons" <akp@eznet.net>
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7,200010:44 AM
Docket No. 99-339J

j

OOCKET FILE COpy (Fi!GiNt~;

I am writing you to express my view on the importance of Video
Discription in both Television and movies.

I believe the addition of audio description will inhance the enjoyment
of TV programming for many people who are blind, especially those who
are elderly.

I also believe that audio descriptions when used in documentaries and
news films will aid the understanding of all persons with visual
impairments or those who have learning disabilities.

Further, requirement of audio description will encourage television
stations to place emergency information and phone numbers for paid
advertising on the SAP channel so that they can be heard by those who
need this information.

Thank you for reading these comments.

Ann P.

Ann K. Parsons: email: akp@eznet.net
evoice: 2440477 lea Number: 33006854
WEB SITE: http://home.eznet.neU-akp
"All that is gold does not glitter. Not all those who wander are lost." JRRT

.()...- ._----



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Dear FCC,

twilight <twilight@ns.kconline.com>
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7,200010:40 AM
Please keep descriptive vide~9-3~

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

This letter is in regards to MM docket 99-339. I encourage the support to
keep descriptive video. I also encourage the movement to move forward
with out further delay.

Descriptive video benefits many members of our society.

Personally, I am totally blind. Descriptive tv and video allows me to gain
the most out of televised information. Many of the programs aired today
are educational and informative. Descriptive video allows people who are
blind or visually impaired equal opportunity to information.

The benefits extend past the population of people who are blind or
visually impaired. The alternative format may assist other people with
leaming disabilities.

I strongly believe that descriptive video possesses the potential to
enrich our society. It permits people to learn about appropriate social
behaviors. It also promotes education.

Again, I support the continuation and promotion of descriptive video. If
you have any more questions concerning this area, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Paralympic athlete,
3x cancer survivor
Lori M. Miller

Communication is the key to the future!

., n, ~;,.- ---V------

-------_._----
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DENYSE J. EDDY
1620 Mayflower Court 8-122

Winter Park, Florida 32792-2567

November 7,2000

P

M. Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

Re: Docket NO., 99:;39/

Dear Magalie Salas:

I want to express my appreciation to the Commissioners of the Federal Communications
Commission for their courageous vote requiring the networks to begin providing this
essential information service to people who are blind or visually impaired.

It is so important for anyone who cannot see the television screen to have an altemate
means like the video description to know what is happening on the television. In fact,
there are too many stations that give stock market reports. sport reports and lottery
reports only visually which is most frustrating. I have been so looking forward to turning
on my television in April, 2002 to be able to enjoy the television shows utilizing the video
description to help me understand the visual aspects of the programming.

We have heard there is a Petition for Reconsideration and do not understand why.
There is nothing to indicate a new factor to reconsider the decision so why retract it!

Please consider this letter as comments IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR
RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION.

Very truly yours,

Denyse J. Eddy

- .__.._-_.~_ ..._--

Documentl



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

DOCKET FILE COpy ORiGINAL
Clara Hutton-Jackson <cj1cj2@concentric.net>
<access@fcc.gov>
Wed, Nov 8,2000 3:10 AM
Disabilty Rights, video description

Attn. Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 99-339 I
Disability Right~ldeo description

I wish to impress upon the commission my appreciation of the courageous
vote by the commissioners requiring that the networks begin providing the
essential video descriptions of network programs to the visually impaired.
Without these descriptions those of us who cannot see the television
screens properly are not able to follow the network programs and lose out
on the information that we need to perform our civic functions within our
communities.
I feel that the petioners for reconsideration have not provided any new or
pertinent information beyond that which was previously considered at the
time that the FCC reached its' original decision and issued its' ruling.
I oppose any changes that the petitioners may present.
I am writing this letter on behalf of myself and others who are legally
blind and who may not be able to correspond with you appropriately.

signed: Aleck R. Rafalovich

I am sending this in behalf of my friend Aleck.
Clarence R Jackson
17 Poinsettia Gardens Drive
Ventura, California 93004

(805) 647-0354

cc: <info@acb.org>



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kim M Venable <rsvl@juno.com>
<access@fcc.gov>
Wed, Nov 8, 2000 5:32 PM
Docket # 99-339 I..

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

From: Randolph-Sheppard Vendors of Louisiana
1808 Faith Place Suite B
Terrytown, LA 70056-4104

To: Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED
.JAN - 5 2001

~)r:AAi. COMMIMICATIONS COMMlSSIOfl:
OFFK:E OF 1HE SECReTARY

Re: Opposition to petitioners for reconsideration
of the reported order on video description.

This letter is in support of video description on our television sets.
It is our organizations understanding that The Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has received "Petitions to Reconsider" their rule
requiring the television networks to begin providing video description.
We would urge the Commission to stand firm on their recent decision in
favor of descriptive video. Randolph-Sheppard Vendors of Louisiana (an
organization for the blind in Louisiana) supports this decision and would
like to express our sincere appreciation to the Commissioners for
requiring the networks to begin providing this essential information
service to people who are blind. This is a very important and valuable
service for individuals who are blind and visually impaired. They will
not have to rely on their family and friends to tell them what is
happening on the screen.

Let me say again that our organization strongly supports the FCC for
their courageous and very appropriate ruling. Please do not take away
the rights of the blind to recieve this much needed service for the
blind.

Sincerely,
David Jarvis, President

cc: <info@acb.org>

No. of Copies rec'd,--:=O~ _
UstA Be DE
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<Walnut6@aol.com>
<access@fcc.gov>
Tue, Nov 7, 2000 9:00 PM
DocketN~

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

Lyn J.Walsh
107 Orion Court
Cary, North Carolina 27513

Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket No. 99-339

Dear Ms. Salas:

RECE!VED

.JAN - 5 2001

~ WIMtJMlCATlONS CQIIIIISSIOf!:,
0ffU OF THE SfCftE1M'f

I am submitting this letter in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration
of the reported order on video description. I was very pleased with the
Commissioners of the FTC for their courageous vote requiring the networks to
begin providing video description for people who are blind and visually
impaired. In fact was eagerly looking forward to April 2002, when television
shows could be enjoyed by the visually impaired due to the video
descriptions.

Therefore, I urge the Commissioners, since no new information has been
presented, to reaffirm the value of video descriptions and to sustain the
position they took in July.

Thank you.

Lyn J.Walsh

t~:.;,. of Copies rec'd 0
List A8 CD E -"---
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Attn. MagaJie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 99-339 I

Disability Rights, video description

'REceIVED

JAN - 5 2001

I wish to impress upon the commission my appreciation of the courageous vote by the
commissioners requiring that the networks begin providing the essential video
descriptions ofnetwork programs to the visually impaired. Without these descriptions
those of us who cannot see tbe television screens properly are not able to follow the
network programs and lose out on tbe information that we need to perfonn our civic
functions within our communities.
I feel that the petitioners for reconsideration have not provided any new or pertinent
infonnation beyond that which was previously considered at the time that the FCC
reached its' original decision and issued its' ruling.
I oppose any changes that the petitioners may present.
I am writing this letter on behalfofmyselfand others who are legally blind and who may
not be able to correspond with you appropriately.

Si~~ Cl&JrtP O?+J(J7~

I 10k M 6,' £ N D I /yc.: 1/'11:s / /1/ B IE'/-/It- L I::

D I::: /V\ L.( /~R I /3/1/D A- /.. ;E'rJ'r",.." - - "Lahy Young, Ventura, CA
805-658-7633

t~.;. of Copies rec'd ()
UstA Be DE



RECEJVED
JAN - 5 ZOOl

From:
To:
Date:
SUbject:

D()CKET FILE copy ORIGINAL
"Maggie Starkovich" <MStarkov@icbvLstate.id.us>
<access@fcc.gov>
Thu, Nov 9,200012:57 PM
MM Docket No. 99-339

Descriptive Video Comments

REF: MM Docket No. 99-339 J

Descriptive videos have been a part of a number of blind people's lives across this nation for several years
now. Their impact, for the most part, has been very positive. As a blind individual and a professional in
the field of blindness I am in strong support of descriptive videos.

Some individuals in the blind community feel that it is most important to address essential information such
as 800 numbers on television screens and the like that are often not announced before addressing the
current emphasis in descriptive videos. In my opinion, an increase in descriptive videos in any area raises
the awareness of the need for descriptive videos in all areas where meaningful information is not
presented in an auditory manner for the blind.

As a parent of two young children who are not blind the first descriptive video I ever experienced was
Dumbo. Though this video was not meaningful to me as an individual the ability to sit with my children and
hear portions of the video with description enhanced my ability and my children's ability to enjoy the video
together. Often while watching videos with my wife she is required to explain one event or another,
whereas with the descriptive video she needs to offer no explanations. I am a strong proponent of
descriptive videos whether its movies, documentaries, advertisements on TV, and any form to better
display information in an audio format for blind individuals.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

N",. of Copies rec'd,_O"----
UstA Be 0 E
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DeAnna Noriega

P.O. Box 1104

Manitou Springs, CO 80829-1104

Thursday November 9, 2000

>

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms Salas,

RECEIVED
JAN - 5 2001

,~ COMMIJNICATIONS ClJMaISSIOl\t;
(FfU (F lHE sa:RElMY

I am writing to express my gratitude for the July ruling by the FCC Docket No. 99-339, requiring
that descriptive video be made available to the visually impaired on television. I have been totally blind
since I was eight years of age and have very much enjoyed the descriptive video movies I have
purchased for use by my family. Even my sighted spouse has found that he gains a clearer understanding
of complex stories when the narration points out things he might have missed. I know it must be
confusing to you when an organization purporting to represent the blind is one of the signers of the
petitions to rescind the July ruling. I assure, you they don't speak for me and a lot of other visually
impaired people. The NFB has had a long history of denial of the challenges facing blind people. They
would like to believe that blindness is just a nuisance and that with proper training blind people can do
everything anyone else can do. Unfortunately, no matter how closely I listen, I can't determine exactly
which character is striking another or even if a new one has arrived on the scene unless they announce
the fact verbally. Television with a lot of action and little dialogue is almost completely obscure to me. As
a responsible adult, I would like to monitor what the children in my care are being exposed to and can't do
it effectively without more information. Thank you again for your courageous stand.

Sincerely,

DeAnna Noriega

~0. of Copies rec·d,~cJ..e._~·__
UstA Be 0 E
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kathleen Gasper <kgasper@world.std.com>
<access@fcc.gov>
Thu, Nov 9, 2000 11 :40 AM
re: FCC Docket No. 99-339

Alfred Gasper
22 Myrtle St.
Watertown MA 02472
November 8, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communication Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Docket N~: 99-339 I

I would like to express my thanks for the FCC's original ruling in favor
of ddiscriptive bideo . I do not feel that there has been any new
information to suggest that it not be implimented as voted on by the FCC.

I am a person with some vision and am able to see some of what is shown.
did not realize how much I was missing until I viewed a movie with DVS .

It is hard for me to understand how any consumer group for the blind could
be in oppisition to this technology that will make for enjoyment and
information.

RECEIVED
JAN - 5 2001

Again I urge the Commission to stay with their original and correct vote.
Having DVS available on prime time and major networks will make for veiwing
on the same footing as all our family members.

Sincerely,
Alfred Gasper

cc: <info@acb.org>

~~,J. of Copies rec'd,--.+9_·",,_'__
UstABCOE
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11/06/2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED

JAN - 5 2001
,JJCiW. COMMlNCATIONS t::QIIMISSIOlf;

0FFKl OF lttE 5ECRE1'MY

I want to express my appreciation to the Commissioners of the FCC for the vote requiring
the networks to begin providing a video description of the key visual elements of
television programming for the blind and visually impaired viewers. I have been visually
impaired all of my life but I have recently lost so much of my visual ability that I can no
longer see anything on our television. I understand that the networks are to provide video
description by April, 2002. I am really looking forward to enjoying television again with
my family and understanding the visual content as the rest of my family does.

This letter is written in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported order
on video description (Docket No. 99-339), Video description has great value to the low
vision and blind community. Additionally, the petitioners have not provided any new
information which was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision and
issued the ruling. Please do not allow this valuable service to be denied to people who so
badly want to be able to share in life as everyone else does.

Sincerely,

Robert Lockwood

t~J. (,f Copies rec'd,~G-,J _
UstABCDE



From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

l.XJCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
Jennifer Cunningham <jcunningham@starcenter.tn.org>
<access@fcc.gov>
Wed, Nov 15, 2000 1:08 PM
video descriptions

I am writing in reference to docket #99-339;1 I am writing in opposition to
petitioners for reconsideration of tne reported order on video description.
I feel that the accomodation should be made as planned to provide video

descriptions for television programming. Thank you.
Jennifer Cunningham, OTR/L
Occupational Therapist
The STAR Center

RECEIVED

JAN - 5 2001

d'!)6lAL COMMlJICAroNS~
. ()ffU Of M SfCRE1'ARV

~....... 'd 0
j. ....or l;OPfes ree '_-=----
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<JH1011SM@aol.com>
<access@fcc.gov>, <info@acb.org>
Wed, Nov 15, 2000 11:16 AM
Support fo video description

Magalie Salas
I appreciate the commissioners of the FCC for their couraeous vote

requiring the networks to begin providing this essential information sevice
to the people who are blind & visually impaired. My son has been losing his
vision slowly for 30 yrs. so he knows what sight is & how hard it is to lose
it. He has experienced video about a year ago when they first tried it, it
was wonderful. Please help all who have a problem, it is so important
Docket # 99-339,submitting coments " in opposition to petetioners for
reconsraeration of the reported order on video description"

Thank you Jeanie Hugel 1011 Fairview Ave., So. Milwaukee, Wis 53172

~lECEfVED

,JAN ·5 2001

.':lJtflAl~TIONS~
IlTlCE OF 'l1iE SECRErMY

~·< . ..-;f Copies rec'd.--#{)-,L _
UstA Be 0 E
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No'.ember 13, 2000

Magalie Salas
Secretary or Federal Communications Commission
'445-12 the Street S.W.
I~ashington, D.C. 205554

Dear Mr. Salas;

HECErVED

JAN - 5 2001
~UdlAL ~TlOHS COMMlSSIofj

I:lf'JU OF l1iE~

-

As a blind person, I wish to receive descriptive talking videos, movies and programming in all fonus or

television. local, cable. satcllitc. and any othcr tcdlllique tlmt is availablc. I enjoy thc Video description film wc

now arc able to receive from the Library S)·stem.

The blind and visually impaired should have the right to hear descriptive programming as do the hearing impaired
, ,

. have the right to sec the programs. We arc very happy they arc able to have the programming. We did not ask to

have a secing problcms and deservc to havc thc samc privilegcs as a sighted person. Wc arc finding that cach dly

more peoplc, as they grow older arc experiencing more macular gencration. glaucoma. and sight loss from

diabetes. as well as accidents and othcr illnesses.

il is my understanding that file docket II 99-339 is to do away with the decision made on July 21, 2000 in which we
I

the blind and visually impaired were to have descriptive television, videos etc. by April 200l.

I am asking you to vote to continue to provide and add more descripti\'e talking programming for the blind and

visually impaircd. If you werc to view onc, )'ou as a sighted person would find they arc \'el)' cnjo)'ablc.

Thanking you in advance for helping us to enjoy talking programming.

~ '" () "" \. /'l. ~ t I
cc: Honable Rny Lahood

Sincerely yours,

r:~-~ yt-LA

J\ \ CD\"n"'1 Ton ,I}-/-R..

&1(goLj l:';J

~.u

a-
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Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Richard Nathanson <rich-judy@home.com>
<access@fcc.gov>, <info@acb.org>
Mon, Nov 6, 2000 9:25 PM
Letter Opposing Reconsideration of Video Descriptions

1< "j
L .-" ~ ;j ~ ~~1

""''-''I

Reference: Docket No. 99-399J-
IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION OF THE REPORTED ORDER
ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION:

As a blind woman I truly appreciate your ruling on JUly 21, 2000 that
require video description for television programming starting in April
2002. I cannot express the anticipation that I feel to be able to more
fully participate in the many aspects of television viewing that I have
only partially been able to enjoy up to now.

I do not understand why the National Federation of the Blind has joined
program providers in "Petitions to Reconsider" your decision. "m sure
that the program providers are concerned about the cost. However, the
blind are also consumers and purchasers of advertised products, and the
availability of this service will, I am sure, increase our viewing of
both programs and commercials. I am also unaware of any additional
information or factors that you did not consider when approving video
descriptions.

I urge you to continue your support for video descriptions and the
benefits it will bring to the blind community. I know that it will
greatly enhance my enjoyment of a medium that sighted people take for
granted, but that I and others cannot.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my opposition to
reconsideration of your decision mandating video description of
television programming.

Robin C. Rehder
23 Manor Ave.
Baltimore MD 21206
rich-judy@home.com '. ". '.' /,,)

--U._--
-- - > ••••• c_ ••~ •.._~.__ ~__ • ' •__
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From: "Charles Cronin Jr." <charmary@worldnet.att.net>
To: "FCC Disability" <access@fcc.gov>, "ACS Office" <info@acb.org>, "Lori Scharff'
<mgodino@worldnet.att.net>
Date: Mon, Nov 6, 2000 8:08 PM
Subject: Docket N~: 99-339j

Magalie Salas
Secretary, FCC
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

November 2, 2000

Dear Ms. Sales:

Please note that this letter pertains to Docket No. 99-339. It contains
comments that are submitted in opposition to petitioners for
reconsideration of the reported order on Video Description.

My wife MaryEllen is totally blind, and I am visually impaired. We both
were grateful for the Federal Communications Commission's decision to
require that television networks provide some level of video description.
We are distressed to learn that a petition to reconsider this order has been
filed. We oppose this request, as it presents no new facts that would
warrant reconsideration of this order.

We believe that the provision of video description will improve the quality
of our television experience. Descriptive Video gives us access to
information that most people with normal vision take for granted. We are
saddened that the television networks oppose it so vigorously.

Once again we would like to express our strong opposition to the petition
to reconsider the commission's original decision, and we would like to
thank the commission for having the courage and foresight to make that
decision.

Respectfully,

MaryEllen Cronin
Charles R. Cronin Jr.

":'. "-.' .... Q~ ~.. .'

"._~ ._------

- - -- ------ -~ . -----_._._--



November 6, 2000

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

<marjmacbride@att.net>
<access@fcc.gov>
Mon, Nov 6, 2000 7: 10 PM
Visually Impaired Needs

O()CKET FILE COpy ORiGINAL

c; f- f?9
c- '/

TO: Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

Dear Sir:

I am aU. S. citizen who lives in Mount Prospect,
Illinois. My husband, Donald, and I are visually
impaired, legally blind. Both Donald and I have some
vision. We are very appreciative to the commissioners
of the FCC for their courageous vote requiring the
networks to begin providing this essential information
service to us, and others like us.

With my visual impairment, I have great difficulty in
seeing the whole television screen along with what is
happening during that scene. I am totally blind on the
left side of my angle vision, and therefore, if I do not
turn my head fast enough, I will not see any action nor
facial expressions of the characters. It is wonderful
to find out what is happening during the picture so that
I know what could be happening next. The vedio
description also describes the scenery during the scene
and it helps me a lot. It is very improtant to listen
to the scenery description, the character's movements
and description of what they are doing while they act,
and the description of the scenery change for the next
scene so that I can understand what is happening and
enjoy what I am watching. It helps me to be
independent, and it is very important to me.

Before this wonderful service, many times I had to ask
someone next to me on what was happening in the show or
ask who was that and what did he do. This service is
very important to me because it gives me freedom to do
what other "normal" people do everyday. Now that I am
married to a visually impaired, we do not have anyone to
ask on what is happening during the show. We need this
service so that we can do an enjoyable activity together.

I strongly plead for the video description to continue
because the value of the video description is a great
need for my husband and I. We have not received any
notice from the petitioner about the FCC reaching this
decision and issuing an the ruling. Please

..0-..---



consider "Blind People" and the importance of video
description!

Sincerely,
Marjorie MacBride
marjmacbride@att.net

cc: <info@acb.org>
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Frank D. Helman
54290 Pebblestone Lane
Elkhart, IN 46514-4878

(21 0) 262-5430 e-mail: fdhelman@aol.com
266-5046

Fax: (219)

November 6, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Subject: Docket No. 99-339 I-
Dear Secretary Salas:

I am writing to express my appreciation to the commissioners of the
FCC for their courageous vote requiring the television networks to begin
providing video descriptions for television programming. As a person
suffering from macular degeneration and who will undoubtedly lose most
vision in the future, I believe that it is very important for anyone who cannot
see the screen to have a means of knowing what is happening on the
television.

I am in opposition to petitioners for reconsideration of the reported
order on video description. This is necessary for visually impaired
persons. I am of the understanding that the petitioners have not provided
any new information that the FCC has not already considered in making
their decision.

Again, thank you for your enlightened decision,

Sincerely,

Frank D. Helman _
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UOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL
"MO Council of the Blind" <moblind@primary.net>
<access@fcc.gov>, <info@abc.org>
Mon, Nov 6, 2000 4:43 PM
Support video description and appreciation of July 21 vote.

Ms. Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

November 06,2000

Ms. Magalie Salas, Secretary
The Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Salas,

I am writing to express our support for Descriptive Video
Service. We are a membership organization representing 750
persons who are blind and visually impaired within the state
of Missouri. We truly appreciate the FCC's July vote.
We urge no changes be excepted. We would like to see the
ruling of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) stand
firm and continue forward.

Sincerely,

Lucille Fierce
Education and Welfare Chairperson

Missouri Council of the Blind
moblind@primary.net
www.acb.org/mocb/

cc: "Chip Hailey" <chai/ey4@ipa.net>


