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uniundied from local switching or other services.''511 The Commission has defined the loop as a
transmission facility between a distribution :frame, or its equivalent, in an incumbent LEC central
office, and the demarcation point at the customer premises. This definition includes different
types ofloops, including two-wire and four-wire analog voice-grade loops, and two-wire and
four-wire loops that are conditioned to transmit the digital signals needed to provide service such
as ISDN, ADSL, HOSL, and DSI-level signals.SJ2

178. In order to establish that it is "providing" unbundled local loops in compliance
with checklist item 4, a BOC must demonstrate that it has a concrete and specific legal obligation
to furnish loops and that it is currently doing so in the quantities that competitors demand and at
an acceptable level ofquality. A BOC must also demonstrate that it provides nondiscriminatory
access to unbundled 100ps.SJ3 Specifically, the BOC must provide access to any functionality of
the loop requested by a competing carrier unless it is not technically feasible to condition the
loop facility to support the particular functionality requested. In order to provide the requested
loop functionality, such as the ability to deliver xDSL services, the BOC may be required to take
affmnative steps to condition existing loop facilities to enable competing carriers to provide
services not currently provided over the facilities. The BOC must provide competitors with
ac,*ss to unbundled loops regardless ofwhether the BOC uses digital loop carrier (DLC)
technology or similar remote concentration devices for the particular loops sought by the
competitor.

2. Discussion

179. We conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides unbundled local loops in
both Kansas and Oklahoma in accordance with the requirements of section 271. Specifically, we
find that SWBT demonstrates that it provides new stand-alone loops, including xDSL-capable
loops, in substantially the same time and manner as it does for SWBT's own retail service.514 We
also conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides voice grade unbundled loops through
"hot cut" conversions in a manner that affords competing carriers a meaningful opportunity to
compete. In evaluating SWBT's overall performance in providing unbundled local loops, we
examine SWBT's performance in the aggregate (i.e., by all loop types) as well as its performance

511 47 U.S.C. § 271(cX2XB)(iv).

512 Local Competition First Report and Order, II FCC Red at 15691, para. 380; UNE Remand Order, IS FCC
Red at 3772-73, paras. 166-167, n.301 (retaining definition ofthe local loop from the Local Competition First
Repdrt and Order, but replacing the phrase "network interconnection device" with "demarcation point," and making
explicit that dark fiber and loop conditioning are among the features, functions and capabilities ofthe loop).

513 SWBT Texas Order, IS FCC Rcd at 18481-81, para. 248; Bell Atlantic New York Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 4095,
para. 269; SecondBe/lSouth Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Red at 20637, para. 185.

514 Where no retail analogue exists to compare SWBT's performance towards competing carriers to SWBT's
perfonnance to its retail operations, we evaluate SWBT's showing to ascertain whether SWBT affords competing
carriers a meaningful opportunity to compete. As a result, we sometimes rely on performance measurements that
use a benchmark instead ofa parity standard.
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for specific loop types (i.e., by voice grade, xDSL-capable, BRI, and DS-l types). In doing so,
we are looking for patterns ofsystematic performance disparities that have resulted in
competitive harm or otherwise denied competing carriers a meaningful opportunity to compete.

180. As we have noted in previous section 271 Orders, we examine the data for all the
various loop performance measurements, as well as the factors surrounding the development of
these measures. Isolated instances ofperformance disparity, especially when the margin of
disparity or the number ofmeasurements impacted is small, will generally not resUlt in findings
ofchecklist noncompliance. We also look to SWBT's performance in Texas (where SWBT has
been handling commercial volumes to a greater degree and for a longer period of time) as
evidence relevant to this checklist item because volumes in Kansas and Oklahoma are low and
SWBT's OSS is the same as in Texas. Finally, we evaluate the information SWBT provided
describing its processes for installing and maintaining loops, the capabilities of its workforce,
and employee training to show that it provisions and maintains unbundled loops using the same
methods and procedures throughout its five-state region. SIS

181. As explained below, we evaluate SWBT's compliance with this checklist item by
evaluating several performance measurements as they apply to five different types ofunbundled
localloops.516 For most measurements, SWBT shows that it performs at an acceptable level,
generally meeting or exceeding the established benchmark or parity standards in the months
leading up to its application. We find that SWBT's overall performance meets the checklist
requirements, even though some performance measurements indicate isolated problems for some
types of unbundled loops. As explained below, we believe that the marginal disparities in some
measurements are not competitively significant and do not show signs of systemic
distrimination. Instead offaulting a BOC's showing for checklist item 4, we believe such
performance issues are better addressed through a Performance Assurance Plan, targeted
enforcement action, or carrier-initiated complaints under the Act or an interconnection
agreement.

a. xDSL-Capable Loops

182. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it is providing xDSL-capable loops in
accordance with the requirements ofchecklist item 4. In analyzing SWBT's showing, we rely

SIS Letter from Jared Craighead, Associate Director-Federal Regulatory, SBC Telecommunications, Inc., to
Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, CC Docket no 00-217 (Nov. 29, 2000)
(SWBT November 29 EX Parte Letter); Letter from Edwardo Rodriguez, Executive Director-Federal Regulatory,
SBC Telecommunications Inc., to Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, CC
Docket No. 00-217 (Nov. 7, 2000); SWBT Chapman Aft". at paras. 17-51,71-101; SWBTNoland/Smith Aft: at
paras. 14-26,29,96-148; SWBT Mah Reply Aft: at paras. 23-37; SWBTNoland Reply Aff. at paras. 3-19.

516 Specifically, we examine percent FOCs returned within "x" hours, average installation interval, missed
installation due dates, percentage of trouble reports within 30 days of installation, mean time to restore, trouble
report rate, and repeat trouble report rate. We examine SWBT's performance for 8.0 dB loops, 5.0 dB loops, DS-1
loops, BRlloops, and DSL loops. Both BRlloops and DSL loops are "xDSL-capable loops."
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primarily on the perfonnance data noted above and described in prior section 271 Orders. We
note, however, that we do not rely on SWBT's separate affiliate to reach our conclusions because
SWBT carried its burden ofdemonstrating checklist compliance with an evidentiary showing of
perfOrmance to its wholesale xDSL customers.S17

183. SWBT demonstrates that it has a legal obligation to provide unbundled xDSL
capable loops to competing carriers.SIS SWBT makes available unbundled xDSL-capable loops
(including all technically feasible features, functions, and capabilities) in Kansas through the
K2A and in Oklahoma through the 02A.519 Since June 2000, the volume ofxDSL-capable loop
orders in Kansas and Oklahoma has tripled.520 In recent months, SWBT has been providing a
greater proportion of unbundled xDSL-capable loops to competing carriers. For the period July
through October 2000, 50 percent of the unbundled loops provided in Kansas were either DSL or
BRlloops; likewise, 72 percent ofthe unbundled loops provided in Oklahoma were either DSL
or BRI loops.521

(i) Order Processing Timeliness

184. Firm Order Confirmation (FOC) Timeliness. We conclude that SWBT
demonstrates that it provides order processing for xDSL-capable loops in a timely manner that
provides an efficient competitor a meaningful opportunity to compete. In previous section 271
applications, we have relied primarily on perfonnance measurements that track a BOC's ability

517 In addition, we note that SWBT's separate affiliate has not been purchasing the same inputs used to provide
advanced services as unaffiliated competing carriers. SWBT's separate affiliate purchases either line sharing to
pro'lide ADSL service or intrastate special access, while competing carriers in Kansas and Oklahoma are purchasing
stancl-altme DSL loops, BRI loops, and DS-l loops to provide advanced services. As a result, SWBT's advanced
services separate affiliate is not useful in making a presumption ofnondiscriminatory performance. Pursuant to the
Bell Atlantic New York Order and the SWBT Texas Order, a BOC may submit evidence ofa fully operational
separate affiliate to demonstrate compliance with this checklist item, but only if its affiliate is purchasing the same
inputs and using the same processes as unaffiliated carriers. See Bell Atlantic New York Order, IS FCC Red at
4122-4123, paras. 331-32.

SIS SWBT provides two types ofxDSL-capable loops: (1) DSL loops, which are further disaggregated in SWBT's
perfOrmance measurements to show line shared loops and stand-alone DSL loops; and (2) BRI loops, which are
often used to provide IDSL service. See, e.g., SWBT Deere Aff. at para. 110.

S19 Id at paras. 90-127; SWBT Jones Aff., Attach. A at ISO. Kansas 271 Agreement, Attach. 25; Oklahoma 271
Agroement, Attach. 25.

520 Since June 2000, SWBT has been provisioning at least 70 DSL loop orders per month in Kansas and at least
115 such orders per month in Oklahoma. In October 2000, the volume oforders exceeded 220 in Kansas and 300 in
Oklahoma. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 5S-09 ("Percent
SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 27I-No. 58c.

52] See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 5S-09 ("Percent SWBT
Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.
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to provide finn order confirmations (FOCs) in a timely manner.522 In Kansas and Oklahoma, as
in Texas, SWBT's FOe timeliness is measured against a benchmark of24 hours. Since June
2000, SWBT has performed better than the established standard by providing at least 96 percent
ofthe FOCs to competing carriers in Kansas and Oklahoma within the required time frame. 523

This performance is mirrored in Texas, where SWBT uses the same OSS for processing orders at
significantly higher volumes.524 Although several commenters have alleged that SWBT is not
providing FOCs for unbundled loops in a timely manner, these parties generally point to
problems that occurred before July 1,2000.525 Current and more recent performance indicate that
these problems have been addressed and no longer appear to be an issue.

(li) Provisioning Timeliness

185. We fmd that SWBT demonstrates that it provisions xDSL-capable loops for
competing carriers in substantially the same time and manner that it installs xDSL-capable loops
for its own retail operations. In analyzing SWBT's provisioning performance for checklist
compliance, we continue to rely primarily upon the performance measurements identified in the
Bell Atlantic New York and SWBT Texas Orders, Le., missed installation due dates and average
installation intervals. We also evaluate SWBT's provisioning processes. Because it uses the
same processes throughout its region and we previously evaluated those processes in our review
ofSWBT's section 271 application for Texas, we also rely on SWBT's performance in Texas.

186. Provisioning Processes. We agree with the Kansas Commission and Oklahoma
Commission that SWBT uses the same provisioning processes in those states as it does in
Texas.526 To order unbundled loops in any state in the SWBT region, competing carriers submit

522 We also evaluate a HOC's provisioning of loop qualification capability to competing carriers. For the instant
application, we evaluate SWBT's performance for loop pre-qualification and loop qualification under checklist item
2, access to unbundled network elements.

523 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 5.1-01 ("Percent Firm Order
Confirmations (FOCs) Relating to xDSL-capable Loops Returned within x Hours"), at 271-No. 5.1a.

524 Since June 2000, SWBT has returned at least 98 percent of FOCs within 24 hours. Except for July 2000,
SWBT bas processed at least 3,900 FOCs per month in Texas; in July 2000, SWBT processed 2,990 FOCs in Texas.
By contrast, SWBT processed an average of 125 FOCs per month in Kansas and 184 FOCs per month in Oklahoma

between July and October 2000. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma), Measure
No.5.1-01 ("Percent Firm Order Confirmations (FOCs) Relating to xDSL-capable Loops Returned within x
Hours"), at 27I-No. 5.Ia.

525 Adelphia Lippold Decl. at para. 4 (alleging an average 5.27 day delay in FOCs provided to Adelphia between
Mareh 3, 1999 and July 1,2000); McLeodUSA Comments at 10.

526 SWBT Cleek Afr., Attach. A at 75-78 (presenting Kansas Commission staffrecommendations); SWBT Jones
Aff., Attach. A at 180 (presenting Oklahoma Commission conclusion that SWBT meets checklist item 4), 181
(presenting Okl!!homa Commission conclusion regarding SWBT's provisioning processes for xDSL loops); Kansas
Commission Comments at 17,25,26; Oklahoma Commission Comments at 1, Attach. A; but see IP Comments,
Attach. 4 at 16 (noting local and regional differences in provisioning performance); IP Reply at 7-9.
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Local Service Requests (LSRs) to SWBT's Local Service Center in Dallas, Texas.S27 SWBT
accepts LSRs for unbundled loops through an application-to-application interface, a graphical
user interface (GUI), and through manual processes.528 Orders for unbundled loops are forwarded
from SWBT's Local Service Center to its Local Operations Center for supervision and
management ofthe installation process.529 With its stafIin the Local Service Center and Local
Operations Center, SWBT maintains centralized supervision and oversight of the provisioning
process for unbundled loops purchased by competing carriers. After receiving an order for an
unbundled loop, SWBT's Local Operations Center forwards the order to one offour Mechanized
Loop Assignment Centers (MLACs), which are responsible for assigning facilities to the order
and maintaining an overall inventory ofSWBT's facilities. 53o After completing its work, the
MLAC forwards the order to one of two Circuit Provisioning Centers (CPCs), which are
responsible for additional design and assignment work related to special services.531 The CPCs
forward the order to SWBT's provisioning forces. For unbundled loop installations that do not
require a dispatch, SWBT's Central Office Operations employees perform the necessary work.
SWBT's Installation and Maintenance forces perform all installation work that requires a
dispatch outside the central office. Provisioning a stand-alone unbundled loop (including xDSL
loops) usually requires SWBT to dispatch a technician.

187. Average Installation Intervals. As evidenced by SWBT's performance data,
SWBT installs xDSL loops in a nondiscriminatory manner.S32 In Kansas, from August through

527 SWBT Application at 50; SWBT Chapman Aff. at 3; SWBT Noland/Smith AfT. at para. 29. See SWBT
November 29, 2000 ex parte at 2-5.

528 SWBT Chapman Aff. at para. 37.

529 SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at paras. 18-22,96-98; SWBT Chapman Aff. at paras. 35-45.

530 See SWBT November 29,2000 Ex Parte; SWBT Mah Reply Aff. at para. 24. SWBT has a total of four
MLACs located in Kansas City, Kansas; St. Louis, Missouri; Dallas, Texas, and Houston, Texas. More precisely,
the provisioning process starts when SOAC, the system used to route orders, receives an order from the service
order system, SORD. See SWBT Ham AfT. at paras. 163-66; SWBT Mah Reply Aff. at para. 24. SWBT employees
in the MLAC assign the facilities required to provision the service with LFACs. The MLAC employees use LFACs
to manage outside plant facilities and SWITCH to manage and assign central office facilities. SWBT Mah Reply
Aff. at para. 24. SWITCH is an operations system designed to inventory and assign central office equipment and
related facilities. See id. at para. 20.

531 SWBT Mall Reply Aff. at para. 25. SWBT's has a total of four CPCs located in Topeka, Kansas; St. Louis,
Missouri; Dallas, Texas; and Houston, Texas. Employees in the CPC use TIRKS to perform their work functions.
SWBT's downstream work units, i.e., Central Office Operations and Installation & Maintenance forces, use the
work docwnent created in TIRKS by the CPC employees to install the service. See id

S32 SWBT's advanced services retail operations are currently organized into a separate affiliate, ASI. Because
SWBT's affiliate does not purchase stand-alone unbundled xDSL loops, there is no direct retail analogue for
comparing xDSL performance. We therefore evaluate SWBT's performance to ensure SWBT affords competing
carriers a meaningful opportunity to compete.
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October 2000, SWBT installed DSL loops in 6.7 days on average.533 In Oklahoma during the
same period, SWBT installed DSL loops in 6.1 days on average.534 Although we recognize that
these averages exceed the 5-day benchmark established by the state commissions, we note that
SWBT's performance has improved during the same period in both Kansas and Oklahoma as
volumes have increased.S3S This improving trend persuades us that SWBT's technicians are
gaining sufficient expertise and are quickly adjusting to the growth of competition in these states.
Moreover, SWBT's performance in Texas, where SWBT has installed unbundled DSL loops in
6.15 days on average for the period July through October 2000 while taking substantially greater
volumes oforders, indicates that SWBT is capable ofaccommodating substantially greater
volumes oforders for unbundled DSL loops without negatively impacting performance.536 We
therefore find that these performance disparities do not warrant a finding ofchecklist
noncompliance.

188. Percent Missed Installation Due Dates. Although SWBT's performance data
indicate that it has continuing difficulties satisfying the state-approved benchmarks for missed
installation due dates, this performance alone does not undermine our determination that SWBT
installs xDSL-capable loops in a manner that satisfies the checklist. Although past performance
indicates that there has been statistically significant facial disparity between SWBT's actual
performance and the five percent benchmark established by the Kansas and Oklahoma
Commissions in their Performance Assurance Plans, the trend in Kansas and Oklahoma has been
improving significantly, however, and, in the last two months, SWBT's performance has closed
to within a few percentage points of the benchmark level.S37 Moreover, this improved

533 In Kansas, SWBT installed DSL loops (no line sharing and no conditioning required) in 7.44 days in August,
6.87 days in September, and 6.02 days in October. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure
No. 55.1-01 C'Average Installation Interval- DSL - No Line Sharing - Requires No Conditioning"), at 271-No.
55.1.

534 In Oklahoma, SWBT installed DSL loops (no line sharing and no conditioning required) in 6.46 days in
August, 7.24 days in September, and 6.09 days in October. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Oklahoma),
Measure No. 55.1-01 ("Average Installation Interval - DSL - No Line Sharing - Requires No Conditioning"), at
271-No.55.1.

535 Volumes oforders for DSL loops nearly tripled in both states between August and October 2000. In Kansas,
SWBT received 72 orders for DSL loops in August and 224 orders in October 2000. In Oklahoma, SWBT received
134 Orders for DSL loops in August and 305 such orders in October 2000.

536 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 55.1-01 ("Average Installation Interval- DSL
- No Line Sharing - Requires No Conditioning"), at 271-No. 55.1. In the SWBT Texas Order, we accepted
installation intervals for stand-alone xDSL loops ranging from 4.98 days to 6.65 days. See SWBT Texas Order at 15
FCC Rcd at 18502, n.817, para. 292.

537 See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SWBT
Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c. In Kansas, SWBT missed 20.8 percent of
the installation due dates for DSL loops in August and 9.4 percent in October. Volumes increased from 72 orders in
August to 224 orders in October. In Oklahoma, SWBT missed 17.2 percent of the installation due dates for DSL
loops in August and 9.8 percent in October. Volumes likewise increased in Oklahoma, from 134 orders in August
to 305 orders in October. Id
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performance brings SWBT's performance in line with Texas, in which SWBT has missed an
average of7.9 percent of installation due dates for xDSL-capable loops in the last four months.538

Although we find this inability to satisfy the state-approved benchmarks to be troubling, we do
notfind that this constitutes per se discrimination requiring a finding ofchecklist noncompliance.
Indeed, these performance disparities have been narrowed to a small margin, and SWBT's
performance on other measurements related to xDSL-capable loops shows acceptable
performance. Finally, as explained below, we find that the record in this proceeding does not
reflect that performance at this level denies efficient competitors a meaningful opportunity to
compete.

189. We are not persuaded that the issues raised by some parties defeat SWBT's
showing that it provides nondiscriminatory access to unbundled xDSL-capable 100ps.539 These
parties generally point to disparities in SWBT's performance data without providing additional
evidence of competitive harm. Allegiance and McLeodUSA argue, for example, that SWBT's
data for missed installation due dates demonstrates a failure to meet the requirements ofchecklist
item 4.$40 These parties have not indicated or otherwise submitted evidence that SWBT's
performance has resulted in lost business, such as dissatisfied customers switching back to
SWBT because ofmistakes in the provisioning process or increased operating costs.54

) Nor have
these parties shown evidence ofdisputes arising under interconnection agreements,
documentation of complaints provided to SWBT and subsequent efforts to resolve the
performance problems, or formal or informal complaints filed with regulatory agencies. As we
have stated in the past, isolated instances ofperformance disparity, along with evidence of
generally acceptable performance in other areas, are generally not sufficient on their own to show
that a BOe has failed to demonstrate compliance with the checklist.542

190. As a final matter, we recognize that SWBT's data indicate that it continues to
have some troubles with on-time provisioning ofBR! loops, which are often used to provide
xDSL services.543 These performance problems have affected both SWBT and competing
carriers alike. In particular, we note that, in Kansas, SWBT missed an average of23.7 percent of

538 See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Texas), Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due
Dates - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.

539 See Adelphia Comments at 2,4; Allegiance Comments at 11-31; KMC Comments at4-9; McLeodUSA
Comments at 7-22; Sprint Comments at 57-64.

540 Allegiance Comments at 20-23; McLeodUSA Comments at 9-12; Sprint Comments at 58, 60-61.

541 See Adelphia Comments at 4. Adelphia explains that missed installation due dates irritate customers and often
affect Adelphia's internal operations. We have not reviewed any evidence indicating specific instances in which
customers cancelled installation service or .otherwise changed service providers because ofmissed instaIJation due
dates.

542 See Second Be/lSouth Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20718, para. 200.

543 See Allegiance Comments at 25.
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the installation due dates for BRI loops during the period July through October 2000 in KansasS44

and missed an average of 15.85 percent during the same period in Oklahoma545 In Texas,
SWBT's performance has been similar in this area.S46 We are persuaded that SWBT's
perfonnance has not put competing carriers at a disadvantage because SWBT's data show that it
has consistently performed worse when installing BRI loops for its own uses, so that competing
carriers have generally enjoyed better installation service for BRI loops than SWBT's retail
operations. As noted earlier in this Order, we evaluate SWBT's checklist showing based on the
totality of the circumstances, and do not necessarily rely on its performance in a single
measurement. 547 We will continue to monitor SWBT's performance in this area so that, if
SWBT's performance deteriorates further, or ifwe fmd evidence that suggests discriminatory or
unequal treatment, we will take appropriate enforcement action.

(iii) Provisioning Quality

191. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it provides competing carriers an
installation quality sufficient to afford them a meaningful opportunity to compete. As noted in
previous section 271 Orders, trouble reports within 30 days after an installation indicate the
quality of installation services provided to competing carriers.548 In Kansas, SWBT has generally
met the benchmark of6 percent for trouble reports within 30 days of an installation for the period
May through September 2000, and only missed the established standard by 0.7 percent in
October 2000.549 SWBT appeared to experience performance difficulties in only one month
during the period pertinent to its application. Specifically, in July 2000, SWBT reported a rate of
18.3 percent trouble reports within 30 days of an installation. In light of the generally steady
performance in Kansas, and because the sample size is so small, we conclude that SWBT's poor
performance in July appears to constitute an aberration from the installation quality provided to
competing carriers. We likewise find that SWBT's installation quality in Oklahoma affords
competing carriers a meaningful opportunity to compete. For the period July through October
2000, troubles were reported on average on 6.6 percent ofxDSL-capable loops within 30 days of

544 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due
Dates-BRI Loop"), at 271-No. 58a.

545 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed
Due Dates - BRI Loop"), at 27 I-No. 58a.

S46 In Texas, SWBT missed 15.5 percent, 17.8 percent, and 17.3 percent of the due dates for BRI loops in August,
September, and October respectively. By contrast, SWBT missed 30 percent, 24.8 percent, and 27 percent of the
due dates for BRI loops installed for its own retail operations. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas),
Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - BRI Loop"), at 271-No. 58a.

547 See supra paras. 30-33.

S48 SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18504-05, para. 299; Bell Atlantic New York Order, 15 FCC Red at 4073
74, para. 222, n.711.

549 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Measure No. 59-08 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N, T, COrders
within 30 days - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c.
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installation, which was only 0.6 percent higher than the established benchmark.5so Finally, we
note that SWBT's performance in Texas has generally met the established benchmark.55!

Because volumes ofDSL loop orders are substantially higher in Texas than in either Kansas or
Oklahoma,552 and because the provisioning processes are identical, we conclude that SWBT's
Texas performance demonstrates that SWBT's provisioning systems and processes are capable of
consistently providing quality installation service to competing carriers.

192. Although SWBT's data reveal some performance issues with BRI loops, we
conclude that these issues are not fatal to SWBT's showing.SS3 As noted earlier, we evaluate
SWBT's showing based on the totality of the circumstances, so that SWBT's performance in a
single measurement or for a single category ofloops is not necessarily dispositive for SWBT's
shoWing ofchecklist compliance.554 In Kansas, competing carriers experienced an average of
12.3 percent trouble reports within 30 days after installation ofa BRI loop compared to an
average of3.3 percent for SWBT's retail operations from August through October.555 In
Oklahoma, competing carriers experienced an average of 11.03 percent during the same period
corr,.pared to a 3.5 percent average for SWBT's retail operations during the same period.5S6 We
have not found evidence that these types of troubles on BRI loops have denied competing
carriers a meaningful opportunity to compete. Moreover, SWBT's performance in Texas shows
an improving trend in this area.SS7 Finally, SWBT's ability to provide trouble-free loops in

550 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Oklahoma), Measure No. 59-08 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N, T,
C Orders within 30 days - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c.

551 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 59-08 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N, T, C
Orders within 30 days - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c.

552 In Texas, SWBT processed 2,646 circuits in July, 3,343 circuits in August, 3,720 circuits in September, and
3,592 circuits in October 2000. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 59-08 ("Percent
Trouble Reports on N, T,C Orders within 30 days - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c. By contrast, SWBT
pro~ssed orders for between 70 and 305 circuits in Kansas and Oklahoma during the same period. See SWBT
Agg1'egated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 59-08 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N, T,C
Orders within 30 days - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c.

553 See Allegiance Comments at 25 (asserting that performance issues exist with BRI loops).

554 See supra paras. 30-33.

555 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 59-03 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N,T, C
Ordors within 30 days - BRI Loop"), at 271-No. 59a.

556 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Oklahoma), Measure No. 59-03 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N,T,
C Orders within 30 days - BRI Loop"), at 271-No. 59a.

557 In Texas, competing carriers experienced a 25 percent trouble report rate within 30 days after installing BRl
loops in January 2000; by September 2000, SWBT's performance improved so that competing carriers experienced
10.4 percent trouble report rate within 30 days of installing a BRlloop. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data
(Texas), Measure No. 59-03 ("Percent Trouble Reports on N,T, C Orders within 30 days-BRI Loop''), at 27I-No.
59a.
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Kansas and Oklahoma is generally good. Based on the totality of SWBT's performance in
provisioning xDSL-loops, we conclude that SWBT's performance has not denied efficient
competitors a meaningful opportunity to compete.

(iv) Maintenance & Repair

193. We conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides maintenance and repair of
unbundled xDSL-capable loops in a manner that affords efficient competitors a meaningful
opportunity to compete. In analyzing SWBT's showing for its maintenance and repair service,
we continue to rely primarily upon the performance measurements identified in the Bell Atlantic
New York and SWBT Texas Orders, i.e., the mean time to repair, the repeat trouble report rate,
and the overall trouble report rate. We also evaluate SWBT's maintenance and repair processes
and, because it uses the same processes throughout its region, SWBT's performance in Texas.

194. Maintenance and Repair Processes. We agree with the Kansas Commission and
the Oklahoma Commission that SWBT's maintenance and repair processes are the same in these
states as in Texas. The maintenance process starts when a competing carrier contacts SWBT's
Local Operations Center via telephone or uses a graphical user interface (Gill) or application-to
application interface to initiate a trouble report.SS8 Employees in the Local Operations Center
perform testing and then route the trouble report to SWBT's work units downstream in the
process. SWBT's Central Office Operations perform any repair work needed in a central office;
SWBT's Installation and Maintenance employees repair problems with SWBT's outside plant.
SWBT's employees use standardized methods and procedures to perform their maintenance and
repair work.SS9 The Local Operations Center monitors the status of the repair work throughout
the maintenance and repair process.S6O SWBT has shown that this process is the same as the one
used in Texas.561

195. Mean Time to Repair. SWBT's performance data show a proven track record of
providing quality repair service to competing carriers operating in Kansas and Oklahoma. In
both states, SWBT has generally restored service for DSL loops in less than 5 hours, which is
significantly better than the established 9-hour standard.562 Although SWBT's October
performance in Kansas missed the benchmark, we note that SWBT's performance generally has

SSg Competitive carriers submit trouble reports through Toolbar Trouble Administration (TBTA) or the application
to-application Electronic Bonding Trouble Administration interface. SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 99-105;
SWBT Mah Reply Aff. at para. 28.

S59 Id. at para. 28 and Attach. A (providing training course examples).

S60 Id at para. 29.

561 See SWBT November 6, 2000 Ex Parte; SWBT November 29, 2000 Ex Parte; SWBT May Reply Aff. at paras.
28-30; SwaT Noland/Smith Aff. at paras. 99-105.

562 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 67-08 ("Mean Time to
Restore (Hours) - Dispatch - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 67c.

98



Federal Communications Commission FCC 01-29

been acceptable. We believe that the disparity in SWBT's data for a single month may be .
attributable to the wide swings possible with low sample sizes. SWBT's performance in Texas
appears to support this observation. In that state, SWBT has consistently restored service in an
average ofless than 4 hours since June 2000.563 We find that, particularly in light ofthe
substantially greater volume ofwork required ofSWBT's workforce in Texas, SWBT's
performance in Kansas and Oklahom~indicates that its repair service affords competitors a
meaningful opportunity to compete.

196. Repeat Trouble Report Rate. SWBT's repeat trouble report data show that
competing carriers were rarely afflicted with continuing problems after a repair visit for a trouble
on DSL loops. In Kansas, competing carriers have not experienced any repeat trouble reports
since March 2000.564 Although SWBT has not performed as well in Oklahoma, SWBT's data are
affected by the small number ofrepeat troubles. For example, only seven competing carriers
reported trouble reports on DSL loops in September 2000, and only one ofthose carriers
experienced a repeat trouble.S6S Finally, SWBT's performance in Texas, where it uses the same
maintenance and repair processes as are made available in Kansas and Oklahoma, shows that
competing carriers enjoy a repeat trouble report rate that is well below the established
benchmark.566

197. Trouble Report Rate. SWBT's trouble report rates for DSL loops in Kansas and
Oklilioma further supports our conclUSion that SWBT provides competing carriers with
mamtenance and repair service in substantially the same time and manner as SWBT's own retail
operations. Competing carriers in Kansas experienced a trouble report rate ofonly 2.75 percent

563 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 67-08 ("Mean Time to Restore (Hours)
Dispatch - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 67c.

564 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 69-08 ("Repeat Reports - DSL - No Line
Shal'ingj, at 271-No. 69c. SWBT's performance for repeat trouble reports on BRI loops shows comparable
performance provided to competing carriers and to SWBT's retail operations. Since May 2000, SWBT has
generally met the statistical parity standard for repeat troubles in Kansas. Although SWBT missed the parity
standard in August 2000, we note that this month involved a low volume ofonly four repeat trouble reports. See
SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 69-03 ("Repeat Reports - BRI Loop"),
at 271-No. 69a.

565 SWBT's Oklahoma performance is reported as 14.3 percent, which is just above the 12 percent benchmark.
See SwaT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 69-08 ("Repeat Reports - DSL - No Line
Sharing''), at 271-No. 69c.

S66 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 69-08 ("Repeat Reports - DSL - No Line
Sharing"), at 271-No. 69c. In the area ofBRI loop repair performance, SWBT provides competing carriers
comparable repair service for BRI loops in Texas. For example, competing carriers experienced 17.5 percent, 11.5
percent, and 13.5 percent repeat trouble report rates in Texas for the months ofAugust, September, and October
respectively. By comparison, SWBT's retail operations experienced repeat trouble report rates of 15.3 percent, 15.9
percent, and 17 percent for the same period. SWBT's Oklahoma performance is reported as 14.3 percent, which is
just above the 12 percent benchmark. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 69-03
("Repeat Reports - BRI Loop"), at 271-No. 69a.
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on average for the months ofJuly through October 2000, which is on average below the 3
- percent benchmark.567 Similarly, competing carriers in Oklahoma experienced an average ofonly

2.32 percent during the same period.S68 Furthermore, SWBT's performance in Texas
demonstrates that it is capable ofcontinuing to provide quality maintenance and repair service to
competing carriers as volumes increase.S69

b. Voice-Grade Stand-Alone Loops

198. We conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides voice grade unbundled
loops in a nondiscriminatory manner. At the outset, we note that SWBT does not provide as
many voice-grade loops in Kansas and Oklahoma as it does xDSL-capable loops in those states,
making the difficulty ofanalyzing data based on low volumes even more acute. We therefore
look towards SWBT's performance in Texas to assist our analysis ofSWBT's showing that it
provides unbundled voice grade loops in accordance with the checklist requirements. Finally, we
note that SWBT's provisioning processes are the same for voice grade unbundled loops as for
xDSL-capable loops.570

(i) Hot Cut Loop Provisioning

199. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it provides unbundled loops through the
use ofcoordinated conversions ofactive customers from SWBT to competing carriers, a process
known as "hot cuts," in accordance with the requirements of checklist item 4. Because there is
no retail equivalent to a hot cut, SWBT must demonstrate that it provides unbundled loops
through hot cuts "in a manner that offers an efficient competitor a meaningful opportunity to
compete."571

200. Hot Cut Process. SWBT makes available the same two hot cut processes that it
makes available in Texas: the fully coordinated hot cut (CHC) process and the frame due time
(FDnhot cut process. CHC orders are manually handled in SWBT's order processing center
and require intensive coordination and communication between SWBT and the competing carrier

567 SWBT's trouble report rates for DSL loops provided to competing carriers were 42 percent, 1.7 percent, 2.0
percent, and 3.1 percent for the months of July, August, September, and October 2000 respectively. See SWBT
Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 65-08 ("Trouble Report Rate - DSL - No Line Sharing"), at
271-No. 65c; see also SWBT Reply at 64.

568 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Oklahoma), Measure No. 65-08 ("Trouble Report Rate - DSL - No
Line Sharing"), at 27 I-No. 65c.

569 In Texas, SWBT has consistently maintained a trouble report rate for DSL loops below the 3 percent
benchmark since April 2000. Since July, SWBT's Texas average has been 2.4 percent for DSL loops without line
sharing. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 65-08 ("Trouble Report Rate - DSL - No
Line Sharing"), at 27 I-No. 65c.

S70 SWBT Chapman Aff. at 3; SWBT Mah Reply Aff. at 23-27; SWBT November 29,2000 Ex Parte at 2-3.

571 See Bell Atlantic New York Order, 15 FCC Rcd 4104, para. 291.
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during the actual cutover from SWBT to the competing carrier.s72 FDT hot cuts require both
SWBT and the competing carrier to perform necessary work at pre-arranged times, with no
communication required at the time of the hot cut.S7J Unlike CHC orders, FDT orders are capable
of flowing through SWBT's order processing center without manual work by SWBT's
representatives.S74 Competing carriers may freely choose between CHCs and FDT conversions,
selecting the cutover methods that best fits their resources and priorities.S7S We note, however,
that very few competitive LECs have used the FDT provisioning process during the months
leading up to the filing of this application.576

201. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it provides hot cuts in Oklahoma and
Ka¥as in accordance with checklist item 4 because competing carriers can choose freely
between the CHC and FDT hot cut processes, and because it provides CHCs in a timely manner,
at an acceptable level ofquality, with minimal service disruption, and with a minimum number
of troubles following installation. In our SWBT Texas Order, we concluded that SWBT
provisioned hot cut loops through the CHC process in compliance with the criteria established in
our earlier 271 orders,577 but that SWBT could not establish checklist compliance based on FDT
conversions because ofproblems with service disruptions. 573 Nevertheless, we concluded that
SwaT provided hot cuts in Texas in accordance with checklist item 4 because competing
carriers could choose freely between the CHC and FDT hot cut processes, and because the CHC
process was in compliance with our hot cut processing criteria. Similarly, in this Order, we do
not rely on the FDT hot cut process because carriers have not yet relied on this process
sufficiently for us to conclude that SWBT demonstrates compliance with checklist item 4 based
on FDTconversions. We thus conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides hot cuts in
O~omaand Kansas in accordance with checklist item 4 because competing carriers can
choose freely between the CHC and FDT hot cut processes, and because it provides CHCs in
compliance with the criteria established in our earlier 271 proceedings.

202. Hot Cut Timeliness. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it can complete a
substantial percentage of CHCs it provisions within a reasonable time interval.S79 Under the

S72 SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 114.

m ld.; see also SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red 18492-93, paras. 271-72.

574 SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 114 n.14.

S7S SWBT Application at 96; SWBT Noland/Smith Aft'. at para. 114

S76 SWBT NolandlSmith Aft'. at para. 119 (stating that during July through September, "SWBT has received orders
to provision only 2 loops via the FDT process in Oklahoma, and 8 loops in Kansas").

sn See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red at 18487, paras. 260-61.

57B See id.

579 See, e.g., Bell Atlantic New York Order, IS FCC Rcd at 4114-15, para. 309 (finding that Bell Atlantic was able
to complete at least 90 percent ofcompeting carrier hot cut orders of fewer than 10 lines within a one-hour interval).
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performance measurements developed by the Texas Commission, and adopted by the Kansas and
Oklahoma Commissions, SWBT's hot cut performance is measured according to the percentage
ofhot cut loops in orders ofless than 10 lines that SWBT completes within one hour.sao In
Kansas, the aggregated data from July 2000 through October 2000 indicate that SWBT
completed an average 96.5 percent ofall CHC loops from orders with less than 10 lines within 1
hour.581 In Oklahoma, the aggregated data from July 2000 through October 2000 indicate that
SWBT completed an average 94.2 percent ofall CHC loops from orders with less than 10 lines
within 1 hour.582 We are further encouraged that SWBT's performance in Kansas and Oklahoma
on hot cut timeliness appears consistent with its current performance in Texas, where SWBT,
using the same CHC process, has completed an average of 97 percent ofall CHC loops from
orders with less than 10 lines within I hour from August 2000 through October 2000.583 Thus,
we find that the aggregated data demonstrate that SWBT can provision a substantial percentage
ofcompeting carrier CHC loops within a I hour interval, and that this evidence is sufficient to
overcome the claims ofa few carriers discussed below that argue SWBT's hot cut provisioning is
not performed in a timely manner.

203. Hot Cut Quality. We further conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provisions
CHCs at a level ofquality that offers efficient competitors a meaningful opportunity to compete.
Upon review of the evidence in the record regarding hot cut installation quality, and specifically
the outage rate associated with failed SWBT CHCs, and the trouble rate following CHC
installation, we fmd that SWBT demonstrates that it provisions CHCs to competitors in a manner
that meets the requirements ofthe checklist.

580 SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 118. We relied on similar data in our Texas 271 proceeding. We recognize,
however, that PM 114.1 has been revised to track conversions with loop on a one-hour completion basis for orders
of less than 10 lines, rather than orders of less than 11 lines. This change does not affect our analysis. See SWBT
Aggregated Performance Data, Kansas and Oklahoma, Measurement No. 114.1 ("CHCIFDT LNP with Loop
Provisioning Interval") ("Coordinated Hot Cut, Frame Due Time") at 271-No. 114.1-01- 114.oI-OS.

581 See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff., Attachment C (providing July data for CHC loops for orders with less than 11
lines); SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Kansas, Measurement No. 114.1-01 at 271-No. 114.' -01 (providing
August through October data for CHC loops from orders with less than 10 lines). We also note that from July
through October, SWBT completed 100 percent ofFDT hot cut loops from orders with less than 10 lines within 1
hour. See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff., Attachment C (providing July data for FDT loops completed within 1 hour);
SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Kansas, Measurement No. 114.1-03 at 271-No. 114.1-03 (providing August
through October data fot FDT loops from orders with less than 10 lines).

582 See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff., Attachment C (providing July data for CHC loops for orders with less than 11
lines); SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Oklahoma, Measurement No. 114.1-01 at 271-No. 114.1-01
(providing August through October data for CHC loops from orders with less than 10 lines). We also note that from
July through October, SWBT completed 100 percent ofFDT hot cut loops from orders with less than 10 lines within
1 hour. See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff., Attachment C (providing July data for FOr loops completed within I hour);
SwaT Aggregated Performance Data, Oklahoma, Measurement No. 114.1-03 at 271-No. 114.1-03 (providing
August through October data for FDT loops from orders with less than 10 lines).

583 SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Texas, Measurement No. 114.1-0I at 271-No. 114.1-01 (providing
August through October data for CHC loops from orders with less than 10 lines).
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204. Because outages that occur on the day ofa CHC were not reported by a SWBT
performance measurement at the time of its application,S84 we rely, when possible, on outage data
that has been reconciled by the state commission. Under the auspices of the Texas Commission,
SWBT and AT&T established the Performance Process Improvement Group (pPIG) to reconcile
SWBT and competing carrier data relating to unexpected hot cut outage data, including such data
in Kansas. sss In Kansas, the PPIG has focused its efforts on reconciling data for the Kansas City,
Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri serving area. S86 During the period from June through August,
reconciled data for the Kansas City market area demonstrate that SWBT completed at least 97.24
percent ofCHCs without a service outage.S87 Because the PPIG data reveal that during the period
from June through August 2000, an average of less than 3% ofall CHC loops that SWBT
provisioned resulted in end-user service outages caused by SWBT provisioning failures, we
conclude that SWBT makes available a hot cut process that provides efficient competitors a
meaningful opportunity to compete.S88

205. In Oklahoma, neither AT&T nor any other competitive LEC has requested data
reconciliation.SS9 As such, to assess the outage rate in Oklahoma, SWBT shows, based on its own
internal records, that it completed 100% ofCHCs without a service outage from April 2000 to
August 2000.S90 SWBT further states that the only competitive LEC to complain about hot cut
performance before the Oklahoma Commission was AT&T and that AT&T chose not to pursue
data reconciliation in Oklahoma.s91 We also note that no competitive LEC has complained of
loop conversion-related outages in Oklahoma in this proceeding.s92 We thus conclude that the

SS4 As part of the Texas six-month perfonnance measurement review, the Texas Commission adopted new PM
115.1 to measure the percent ofCHClFDT circuits for which the CLECs submits a trouble report on the day ofthe
conversion, or before noon the next business day. See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 131. SWBT's October
data for PM 115.1 show no trouble reports in either Kansas or Oklahoma. See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance
Data, Kansas and Oklahoma, Measurement No. 115.1 at 271-No.-115.1 (providing August through October data).

sss See SWBT NolandlSmith Aff. at paras. 120-28 (discussing the PPIG reconciliation process); see also SWBT
Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18488-92, paras. 263, 269-71 (describing the PPIG process in Texas). No Oklahoma
CLEC requested reconciliation ofoutage data. See SWBT Noland Smith/Aff. at para. 120.

S86 Because Kansas City, Kansas and Kansas City, Missouri are in the same LATA, and are served off a single
AT&T switch, the results for both cities have been combined pursuant to AT&T's request. Id. at para. 122.

SS7 SWBT Application at 97.

sss See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at paras. 124-25.

SS9 Id. at para. 129.

S90 See SWBT Application at 99.

S91 See id. at para. 129.

S92 Several commenters assert that SWBT has failed to meet the Commission's minimum standards for hot cut
perft~cebased on a one-month anomaly in June 2000 in the Oklahoma data for PM 114-01 concerning
premature disconnects involving the provisioning of local number portability without the loop. See Allegiance
(continued....)
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record demonstrates that the CHC process SWBT makes available to competing carriers in
Oklahoma minimizes service disruptions that may deny an efficient competitor with a
meaningful opportunity to compete.

206. We conclude that SWBT demonstrates that competing carrier end users
experience only very low rates of installation troubles on lines provisioned by CHCs. From June
through August 2000, competing carriers experienced troubles within 7 days after installation on
an average of 1.45 percent ofCHCs in Kansas and 2.34 percent ofCHCs in Oklahoma.s93

Although the Oklahoma trouble report data are slightly higher than that which we found to
comply with checklist item 4 in Texas,s94 there were only three reported instances of trouble in
Oklahoma, and no commenter has complained about SWBT's Oklahoma CHC performance from
July 2000 through October 2000.S9S Thus, we find that SWBT installs hot cuts in Oklahoma of
sufficient quality to provide an efficient competitor with a meaningful opportunity to compete.S96

207. We reject commenters' argument that, in Kansas, SWBT's true performance
provisioning hot cuts is not captured in the performance data. s97 For example, commenters argue
that the CHC process is fundamentally flawed leading to customer outages,s9S and that the hot cut
performance data does not capture all of the SWBT-caused outages.S99 In addition, KMC argues
that, based on the performance data, it seems obvious that SWBT uses a different CHC process
in Kansas and Oklahoma than the CHC process that it uses in Texas.6OO Based on the record in
this proceeding, we find commenters' anecdotal evidence insufficient to overcome SWBT's
demonstrated compliance in Kansas with the timeliness and quality performance memcs
discussed above.601 We also reject Sprint's argument that its troubles with the FDT process in
(Continued from previous page) -----------
Comments at 30-32; McLeodUSA Comments at 22-23. We reject this assertion because these commenters rely on
a measurement that does not capture premature disconnects involving loop conversions. PM 114-0 I measures
premature disconnects for LNP conversions without loops. See SWBT Smith Reply Aff. at para. 10.

S93 See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff., Attachment G. SWBT includes trouble reports received on the day of
conversion in this data. ld at para. 133.

S94 SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red. at 18493, para. 274 (finding that a 1.5 percent trouble rate for CHC in Texas
complied with checklist item 4).

S9S See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 134.

S96 See generally SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red. at 18493, para. 274.

S97 See Adelphia Lippold Decl. para. 7; KMC Comments at 4; Sprint Comments at 62-63.

S9S KMC Comments at 5-6.

S99 See Adelphia Lippold Decl. para. 7; Sprint Comments at 62-63.

600 See Letter from Andrew Klein, Counsel to KMC, to Magalie Salas, Secretary of the Federal Communications
Commission, CC Docket No. 00-217 (Dec. 7, 2000).

601 See SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at para. 116 (stating that the CHC and FDT processes and procedures in Kansas
and Oklahoma are the same that SWBT uses in Texas).
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Kansas warrant a finding ofchecklist non-compliance.602 As discussed above, because we do not
rely on the FDT process to find that SWBT demonstrates compliance with checklist item 4,
Sprint's alleged problems using the FDT process are not fatal to this application. We expect,
however, that SWBT will address these issues with Sprint, and will continue to improve the FDT
prOCess as more competing carriers choose to avail themselves of this option.

(il)· New Stand-Alone Loop Provisioning

208. We find that SWBT demonstrates that it provisions new unbundled stand-alone
voice grade loops in accordance with the requirements ofchecklist item 4. When SWBT does
not presently service the customer on the line in question, a hot cut loop is not required. In such
instances, a competing carrier obtains a new stand-alone loop from SWBT, which dispatches a
technician to the customer's premises to complete the installation. We find that SWBT
demonstrates that it provisions xDSL-capable loops for competing carriers in substantially the
same time and manner that it installs xDSL-capable loops for its own retail operations. In
analyzing SWBT's provisioning for new stand-alone loops, we continue to rely primarily upon
the performance measurements identified in the Bell Atlantic New York and SWBT Texas
Orders, i.e., missed installation due dates and average installation intervals. We note that
SWBT's provisioning processes for new stand-alone loops mirrors its processes for provisioning
xDSL-capable loops, which we find is identical in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.

209. Average Installation Interval. Based on the record, we fmd that SWBT
provisions new unbundled stand-alone loops to competing carriers in substantially the same time
and manner as it does for its own retail service. Since July 2000, SWBT has generally met its 3
day target average installation interval for both 8.0 dB and 5.0 dB loops provided to competing
carriers in both Kansas and Oklahoma.603 SWBT's performance in Texas, where it has been
handling greater volumes for a longer period of time, shows that SWBT has consistently met the
established benchmarks for unbundled voice grade loops provided on a stand-alone basis.604

602 Sprint Comments 62-64; Sprint Supp. Comments 5-7.

603 See SWBT Aggregated Perfomiance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 55-01 ("Average Installation
Interval- 8.0 dB Loop"), at 271-No. 55a (indicating that SWBT met the 3-day benchmark between July and
OctOber 2000); SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 55-01 ("Average
InsaIlation Interval- 5.0 dB Loop''), at 271-No. 55a; SWBT Aggregated P~rfonnance Data (Kansas and
OkJlhoma), Measure No. 56-01 ("Percent Installed Within X Days - 8.0 dB Loop"), at 27 I-No. 56a (showing that
SWBT generally installed 100 percent of the loops in the requested 3-day interval). We recognize that, in
Oklahoma, SWBT installed only 83.3 percent of 8.0 dB loops in the 3-day interval for the month ofOctober 2000.
We conclude, however, that SWBT's perfonnance is masked in large part due to the low volume oforders for that
month. See id. (indicating that SwaT received only 6 orders for 8.0 dB loops during October 2000).

604 See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Texas), Measure No. 55-01 ("Average Installation Interval- 8.0 dB
Loop"), at 271-No. 55a (indicating that SWBT met the benchmarks for loop orders ofall quantities between July
and October 2000); SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Texas), Measure No. 55-OJ ("Average Installation
Interval- 5.0 dB Loop"), at 271-No. 55a.
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210. Missed Installation Due Dates. During the same period, SWBT missed either a
lower percentage of installation due dates for competing carriers than for itselfor a comparable
percentage, depending on whether field work was required.6Os For installations of 8.0 dB loops
that did not require field work, SWBT did not meet the parity standard in Oklahoma for several
months leading up to its application. SWBT persuades us, however, that the disparity in its data
most likely stems from differences in the mix ofwork performed.606 Furthermore, SWBT's
Texas performance data show that, for substantially greater volumes, SWBT usually misses less
than 1 percent of the installation due dates for 8.0 dB loops that do not require field work.607

211. Because these disparities in performance appear to be isolated and minimal, and
because SWBT has demonstrated an ability to meet most of its other relevant benchmark and
parity standards for other loop-related measurements, we are not persuaded by the arguments of
KMC and others that certain isolated failures to meet due dates on SWBT's part shows that
SWBT fails to provide voice grade loops in a nondiscriminatory manner.6OS Again, no party has
submitted evidence to show that SWBT's performance has resulted in actual competitive harm.

(iii) Maintenance and Repair of Voice Grade Loops

212. We conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it provides maintenance and repair
functions for unbundled voice grade local loops to competing carriers in substantially the same

60S See swaT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas), Measure No. 65-08 ("Percent SwaT Caused Missed Due
Dales - 8.0 dB Loop - Field Work"), at 271-No. 58a. Although SwaT missed 33.3 percent of its installation due
dates foc competing carriers in September, there were only three orders in that month and SwaT missed only one of
them. 1n light ofthe extremely low volume in Kansas for September, we conclude that SwaT's performance
measurement does not reflect its true capabilities and provisioning quality. Furthermore, we note that most 8.0 dB
loops do not require field work, and that SWBT's performance towards competing carriers has surpassed swaT's
performance for its retail operations in such instances in Kansas. See SwaT Aggregated Performance Data
(Kansas), Measure No. 58-02 ("Percent SwaT Caused Missed Due Dates - 8.0 dB Loop - No Field Work"), at
27 I-No. 58a.

606 SWBT Reply at 59; SwaT Dysart Aff. at paras. 79-81; SWBT Dysart Reply Aff. at para. 48. SwaT explains
that it often assigns changes to a customer's service features (e.g., adding voice mail, call waiting, or caller
identification) to the perfocmance measurement "8.0 dB loop without field work." Because changing a customer's
service features is not labor-intensive work, SwaT rarely fails to meet an assigned due date. By contrast, installing
an 8.0 dB loop for a competing carrier requires more labor-intensive work and frequently takes longer than SwaT
Application at 95; SwaT Reply at 59-60. After accounting for the discrepancies, SWBT met the parity standard for
six months in the period January through August 2000. SwaT Reply at 59-60.

607 In Texas, SWBT has provisioned at least 2,200 unbundled 8.0 dB loops per month since February 2000 and
generally misses less than two dozen due dates per month. SWBT has generally missed a comparable percentage of
due dates for its own retail operations during the same time period. See SwaT Aggregated Performance Data
(Texas), Measure No. 58-02 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - 8.0 dB Loop - No Field Work"), at 271
No.58a.

608 Allegiance Comments at 20-23; KMC Comments at 7-8; McLeodUSA Comments at 9-15.
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time and manner as it does for its own retail customers.609 SWBT misses its own repair
commitments for voice grade loops more frequently than it misses repair commitments for
corqpeting carriers.610 Competing carriers enjoy a lower rate ofrepeat trouble reports than
SWBT's retail operations.611 In both Kansas and Oklahoma, competing carriers experience a
comparable percentage oftrouble reports as SWBT's retail operations.612 Likewise, SWBT
demonstrates that it restores service for voice grade loops faster for competing carriers than for
its own retail operations.613 When measured against the applicable parity standards, SWBT's
performance measurements show that it often provides substantially better repair service to
competing carriers than to itself.614

609 SWIJT's maintenance and repair process for voice grade loops is identical to the process described for xDSL
capable loops.

610 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Measure No. 66-01 ("Missed Repair Commitments - 2 Wire Analog
8.0 cIB Loop"), at 271-No. 65d-66a.

611 Since June 2000, competing carriers have experienced a far lower repeat trouble report rate than SWBT's retail
operations for 8.0 dB loops. In Kansas, competing carriers experienced repeat trouble report rates of 5.9 percent, 0
percent, and 5.9 percent for the months ofAugust, September, and October respectively; by comparison, SWBT's
retail operations experienced 12.5 percent, 11.8 percent, and 10.2 percent repeat troubles for the same months. In
Oklahoma, competing carriers experienced 0 percent, 2.9 percent, and 5.6 percent for the months ofAugust,
September, and October respectively; by comparison, SWBT's retail operations experienced repeat trouble report
rates of 13.4 percent, 11.8 percent, and 11.2 percent for the same months. See SWBT Aggregated Performance
Data(Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 69-01 ("Repeat Reports - 8.0 dB Loop with Test Access"), at 271-No.
69a. SWBT's performance for 5.0 dB loops has been comparable. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data
(KaDSas IIld Oklahoma), Measure No. 69-02 ("Repeat Reports - 5.0 dB Loop with Test Access"), at 27 I-No. 69a.
FinaDy, SWBT's performance in Texas, where SWBT has generally met its established parity standards while
handling larger volumes, shows that competing carriers generally receive fewer repeat troubles than SWBT's retail
operations. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 69-01 ("Repeat Reports - 8.0 dB Loop
with Test Access"), at 271-No. 69a.

612SWBT Reply at 60, 63.

613 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 67-01 ("Mean Time to
Restore (Hours) - Dispatch - 8.0 dB Loop with Test Access"), at 271-No. 67c.

614 See id. In Kansas, SWBT restored 8.0 dB loops for competing carriers in 4.34 hours in July, 13.77 hours in
August, 1.97 hours in September, and 3.62 hours in October. By comparison, SWBT restored its own 8.0 dB loops
in 20.67 hours in July, 17.88 hours in August, 17.43 hours in September, and 9.42 hours in October. SWBT's
Kansas data for July and September show statistically significant results in favor ofcompeting carriers. In
OklaJaoma, SWBT restored 8.0 dB loops for competing carriers in 3.37 hours in July, 3.14 hours in August, 3.59
hours in September, and 1.66 hours in October. By comparison; SWBT restored its own 8.0 dB loops in 29.95
hours in July, 18.24 hours in August, 17.24 hours in September, and 13.08 hours in October. SWBTs Oklahoma
data for July through October show statistically significant results in favor ofcompeting carriers.
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213. We recognize that SWBT's performance with respect to provisioning high
capacity loops on time has been poor in Kansas and Oklahoma. 615 Given the low volwnes of
orders for high capacity leops in these states,616 we cannot find that SWBT's performance for
high capacity loops results in a finding ofnoncompliance for a11loop types. As noted above,
SWBT performs at an acceptable level for most types ofunbundled local loops. We note that
SWBT uses the same processes for provisioning, maintaining, and repairing unbundled high
capacity loops as it uses for other types of unbundled localloops.617 In addition, we note that
SWBT installed high capacity loops for carriers in Kansas in 2.7 days on average, and in 5.8 days
on average in Oklahoma, for the period August through October 2000.618 In both states, SWBT
has improved its performance in October 2000. SWBT's average installation intervals indicate
that it provisions DS-l loops to competing carriers in a timely manner, and that SWBT quickly
overcomes the challenges presented by a lack of facilities. We disagree with IP, KMC,
Allegiance, and McLeodUSA that SWBT's failure to meet its installation dates for DS-1100ps in
some cases requires a finding of checklist noncompliance.619 Again, we look to the totality of the
circwnstances in evaluating SWBT's performance in providing loops in accordance with the
checklist requirements. Although we recognize specific performance problems for high capacity
loops, we do not find that this disparity in and of itself is enough to render a finding ofchecklist
noncompliance. We stress, however, that we will be actively monitoring SWBT's performance
in this area and we will take swift and appropriate enforcement action in the event SWBT's
provisioning performance for high capacity loops fails to improve.

615 See SWBT Reply at 62. SWBT missed on average 47.8 percent of its installation commitments in Oklahoma
between July and October 2000, and 33.1 percent on average in Kansas during the same period. See SWBT
Aggregated Performance Oata (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-06 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due
Dates - OSl Loop"), at 27 I-No. 58b; see Adelphia Comments at 4 (asserting that SWBT failed to meet due dates
for installing OS-I loops); but see SWBT D. Smith Reply Aft: at paras. 4048. SWBT's performance in Texas has
been equally poor. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 58-06 ("Percent SWBT Caused
Missed Due Dates - DSI Loop"), at 27l-No. 58b.

616 High-capacity loops comprise only 9.6 percent of the recent loop volume in Oklahoma and 15.7 percent of the
recent loop volume in Kansas. From July through October, SWBT received 123 orders for OS-I loops in Kansas
(out of 1270 total for all loop types) and 210 orders (out of 1334 total) in Oklahoma. By contrast, SWBT received
1003 orders for DS-I loops in Texas during the same period. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Measure
No. 58-06 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Oates - OS I Loop"), at 27 I-No. 58b.

617 See SWBT November 29, 2000 Ex Parte at 2,4.

618 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-06 ("Percent SWBT
Caused Missed Due Dates - DSI Loop"), at 271-No. 58b.

619 Adelphia Comments at 4; Allegiance Comments at IS, 17, 18; IP Comments at 4-5; KMC Comments at 8;
McLeodUSA Comments at II, 13.
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214. On December 9, 1999, the Commission released the Line Sharing Order, which
intfpduced new rules requiring BOCs to offer requesting carriers unbundled access to the high
frequency portion oflocalloops.620 In the Line Sharing Order, we acknowledged that it could
take as long as 180 days from the release of our order for BOCs and other incumbent LEes to
develop and deploy the technical and operational modifications necessary to implement the new
rules. This 180-day period concluded on June 6, 2000, approximately four months before SWBT
filed the instant application. Accordingly, SWBT must demonstrate that it has a legal obligation
to provide nondiscriminatory access to line sharing, i.e., the unbundled high-frequency portion of
the local loop.

(ii) Discussion

215. We find that SWBT demonstrates that, as ofJune.1, 2000, it has been making line
sharing available in both Kansas and Oklahoma. SWBT makes line sharing available to
competing carriers in an optional amendment to the K2A and the 02A.621 Until recently,
however, no competing carriers submitted orders for the high-frequency portion ofthe 100p.622
We conclude that we should not fault SWBT for the failure of competing carriers to deploy DSL
service through line shared loops. We therefore focus our analysis ofSWBT's line sharing
performance for checklist compliance on SWBT's processes for provisioning line shared loops.
To the extent there is any activity, we would expect to rely primarily upon the categories of
performance measurements identified in the Bell Atlantic New York and SWBT Texas Orders.
Specifically, a successful BOC applicant could provide evidence of BOC-caused missed
installation due dates, average installation intervals, trouble reports within. 30 days ofinstallation,
mean time to repair, trouble report rates, and repeat trouble report rates. In addition, a successful
BOC applicant should provide evidence that its central offices are operationally ready to handle
commercial volumes of line sharing and that it provides competing carriers with
nondiscriminatory access to the pre-ordering and ordering OSS functions associated with the
provision of line shared loops, including access to loop qualification information and databases.
Finally, to the extentthat a BOC applicant relies upon commercial data from another state to

620 See Deployment ofWireline Services Offering Advanced Telecommunications Capabilities and
Implementation ofthe Local Competition Provisions ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996, Third Report and
Order, CC Docket No. 98-147, Fourth Report and Order, CC D9Cket No. 96-98, 14 FCC Rcd 20912 (1999) (Line
Sharing Order), recon. pending.

621 swaT Sparks Aff. at para. 104, Attach. C-KS and C-OK.

622 SWBT Deere Aff. at paras. 121-25; SWBT Chapman Aff. at paras. 57-101; SWBT Sparks Aff. at paras. 104
07. In OCtober 2000, SWBT provisioned a single line shared loop to competing carriers in Oklahoma and none to
carriers in Kansas. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-10
("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL -Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.
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establish that it is providing nondiscriminatory access to line~hared loops in a state where it
requests section 271 authority, it should provide evidence that the OSS and provisioning
processes are identical. To the extent its OSS provisioning processes are not identical, a BOC
applicant bears the burden of showing that whatever differences are present are not material. In
the instant application, because SWBT is not processing orders for line sharing from competing
carriers in commercial volumes in either Kansas or Oklahoma, we look to SWBT's performance
in Texas to assist our evaluation. In addition, we rely on SWBT's performance towards its
separate affiliate, Advanced Solutions, Inc. (ASI), to assist our evaluation because SWBT has
provided substantial volumes ofline shared loops to its separate affiliate.623

216. Ordering, Provisioning, and Maintenance Processes. We conclude that SWBT
demonstrates that it has implemented the necessary processes for provisioning and maintaining
the high-frequency portion of the loop in both Kansas and Oklahoma The ordering,
provisioning, and maintenance processes are nearly identical to those used to provision stand
alone xDSL-capable 100ps.624 To order the unbundled high-frequency portion of the loop in any
state in the SWBT region, competing carriers submit LSRs (through an application-to
application interface, a graphical user interface (GUI), or manually) to SWBT's Local Service
Center in Dallas, Texas.62S The LSR used by competing carriers is generally the same as the LSR
used for stand-alone xDSL-capable loops, but some additional information (e.g., power spectral
density information) is required to order the high-frequency portion ofthe 100p.626

217. Line Sharing Performance Data. Only recently have competing carriers started
purchasing the unbundled high-frequency portion of the loop from SWBT, and even then, only
one competing carrier ordered a single line shared loop.627 SWBT has been providing line
sharing to competing carriers in Texas, however, and has been using the same provisioning and
maintenance processes in Texas as it uses in Kansas and Oklahoma. In addition, because SWBT
has been providing line sharing to its separate affiliate in Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas, we can
rely on SWBT's performance towards its separate affiliate to evaluate its operations in these
states. We therefore look to SWBT's performance towards its affiliate and towards competing
carriers in Texas to evaluate SWBT's ability to accommodate requests for line sharing in Kansas
and Oklahoma once competing carriers start to order the product.

623 See D. 327, supra (discussing recent court decision relating to this affiliate).

624 SWBT Chapman Aff. at paras. 3, 57-58, 71-97; SwaT Cullen Aff. at para. 8; SWBT November 29,2000 Ex
Parte at 3, 5.

625 swaT Chapman Aff. at para. 80; SWBT Noland/Smith Aff. at paras. 15 and 29.

626 swaT Chapman Aff. at paras. 81-84.

627 One competing carrier ordered one line shared loop in October 2000. See SWBT Aggregated Performance
Data (Kansas and Oklahoma), Measure No. 58-10 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL -Line
Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.
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218. SWBT demonstrates that, in Texas, it provisions the unbundled high-frequency
portion ofthe local loop to competing carriers in substantially the same time and manner as
SWBT does for its own advanced services separate affiliate. In particular, SWBT provisioned
line shared loops to competing carriers 3.44 and 3.55 days in September and October 2000
respectively.628 By contrast, SWBT took about one day longer to provision the same type of line
shared loops to its separate affiliate. Moreover, SWBT missed only 2.1 and 1.8 percent of the
installation due dates for line shared loops provided to competing carriers during the same
months. We also find that SWBT installs the high frequency portion of the loop at an acceptable
level of quality.629 Although SWBT has not performed as well in the maintenance and repair of
line shared loops as it has for stand-alone DSL loops, SWBT demonstrates that competing
carriers experience a comparable percentage of trouble reports on line shared loops as SWBT's
separate affiliate.63O Similarly, competing carriers have experienced comparable repair times for
line shared loops as SWBT's separate affiliate, even though SWBT's repair times were slow in
September and October 2000.631 SWBT's performance in Texas provides reasonable assurances
that competing carriers will experience comparable service in Kansas and Oklahoma once they
start ordering line shared loops.

219. We fmd that SWBT's performance towards its separate affiliate in Kansas and
Oklahoma supports our analysis. In both states, SWBT has provisioned line shared loops to its
separate affiliate in less than 5 days, since June 2000, while coping with substantial volumes.632

Similarly, SWBT missed less than 1.5 percent of the installation due dates for line shared loops
provided its affiliate in September and October 2000.633 In light ofSWBT's showing that orders

628 See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data (Texas), Measure No. 55.1-03 ("Average Installation Interval- DSL
- Line Sharing - Requires No Conditioning"), at 271-No. 55.1. Although SWBT made available line sharing within
its region as of June 1,2000, SWBT did not having line sharing performance data available until September 2000.
As a result, we only have two months ofperformance data to examine for this application.

629 SWBT Aggregated Performance Data. Measure No. 59-09 ("Percent Trouble on N, T, C Orders within 30 Day
- DSL - Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 59c.

630 In Texas, competing carriers experienced a trouble report rate for line shared loops of 18.4 percent and 11
pe~nt in September and October respectively. During the same time period, SWBT's separate affiliate
experienced a trouble report rate of22.2 percent and 8 percent. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas),
Measure No. 58-10 ("Percent SWBT Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL -Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.

631 SWBT restored service for competing carriers in 0.12 hours in September and in 37.88 hours in October. By
coIJl>ari$on, SWBT restored service for its separate affiliate in 31.19 hours in September and 42.98 hours in
October. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data (Texas), Measure No. 67-23 ("Mean Time to Restore - No
Dispatch - DSL - Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 67g.

632 See SWBT Aggregated Perfonnance Data, Measure No. 55.] -03 ("Average Installation Interval - DSL - Line
Sharing - Requires No Conditioning"), at 271-No. 55.1. In September 2000, SWBT provisioned over 1,700 line
shared loops to its separate affiliate in Kansas and over 2,000 line shared loops to its separate affiliate in Oklahoma
See SWBT Chapman Reply Aft: at para. 18.

633 In Oklahoma, SWBT missed 0.5 percent and 0.3 percent of its installation due dates for line shared DSL loops
provided to its affiliate in the months of September and October 2000 respectively. During the same period in
(continued....)
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for line sharing from competing carriers are treated by SWBT precisely as orders from its
separate affiliate, we believe that competing carriers will experience comparable perfonnance as
they order line sharing. Although SWBT has an incentive to provide preferential provisioning
and maintenance service to its separate affiliate, SWBT also has a duty to provide competing
carriers with nondiscriminatory perfonnance. We will therefore closely monitor SWBT's
perfonnance in this area to ensure that SWBT meets its nondiscrimination obligations in this
area.634

e. Line Splitting

220. SWBT demonstrates that it makes it possible for competing carriers to provide
voice and data service over a single loop - i.e., to engage in "line splitting."63S Specifically,
SWBT demonstrates that it has a legal obligation to provide line splitting through rates, terms,
and conditions in interconnection agreements and that it offers competing carriers the ability to
order an unbundled xDSL-capable loop terminated to a collocated splitter and DSLAM
equipment, and combine it with unbundled switching and shared transport.636 A competing
carrier, either alone or in conjunction with another carrier, thus is able to replace an existing
UNE-P configuration used to provide voice service with an arrangement that enables it to
provide voice and data service to a customer.

221. WorldCom asserts in its Comments that, notwithstanding SWBT's assertions on
the record in this proceeding, its K2A interconnection agreement in Kansas contains language
that is plainly inconsistent with the line splitting obligation discussed above.637 Specifically, this
language states that competing LECs "shall not utilize any SWBT splitters, equipment, cross-

(Continued from previous page) -----------
Kansas, SwaT missed 0.2 percent and 1.2 percent of its installation due dates. See SWBT Aggregated Performance
Data, Measure No. 58-09 ("Percent SwaT Caused Missed Due Dates - DSL - Line Sharing"), at 271-No. 58c.

634 We note that swaT's performance towards its separate affiliate is subject to an annual independent audit
pursuant to the SBC!Ameritech Merger Order. See Applications ofAmeritech Corp., Transferor, and SBC
Communications, Inc., Transferee, For Consent to Transfer Control ofCorporations Holding Commission Licenses
and Lines Pursuant to Sections 214 and 310(d) of the Communications Act and Parts 5, 22, 24, 25, 63, 90, 95, and
101 of the Commission's Rules, CC Docket 98-141, Memorandum Opinion and Order, 14 FCC Rcd 14,712 at
Appendix C, para. 66 (1999) (SBC!Ameritech Merger Order).

635 See generally SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18515-17, paras. 323-329 (describing line splitting); 47
C.F.R. §51.703(c) (requiring that incwnbent LECs provide competing carriers with access to unbundled loops in a
manner that allows competing carriers "to provide any telecommunications service that can be offered by means of
that network element.").

636 See swaT Chapman Reply Aff. at paras. 29-40. In its reply, SWBT states that it will modify the language of
its interconnection agreements to eliminate any ambiguity regarding the ability ofa competing carrier to purchase
line splitting. Specifically, SwaT offers an amendment that states that a competing carrier "may provide voice and
data services over the same loop by engaging in 'line splitting' ...." SWBT Chapman Reply Aff. at para. 40
(addressing Section 4.7.5 of the K2A Optional Line Sharing Appendix).

637 See WorldCom Comments at 19-20.
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COllI1ects or OSS systems to facilitate [line splitting].''638 We agree with WorldCom that, on its
face, this language appears to create a restriction that would make it virtually impossible for a
carrier to provide voice and data service over a single loop in the manner envisioned in the SWBT
Texas Order. SWBT, however, contends that it never intended this language to undermine its
policy of permitting line splitting and, moreover, has never taken the position that this language
precludes line splitting, as defined in the SWBT Texas Order.639 We need not reach the question
of interpreting this language, however, because SWBT has stricken this language and has
replaced it with language that appears to be consistent with the SWBT Texas Order.64O We thus
conclude that, based on evidence in the record, SWBT has demonstrated that it currently satisfies
its line splitting obligation in Kansas.

f. Pricing

222. Sprint and the Department of Justice take issue with certain rates in Kansas and
Oklahoma, including those for loop conditioning, line sharing, and line splitting, because they
are interim.641 We address these concerns with respect to collocation,642 and believe our
conclusions are equally applicable here. Sprint further argues that the rates for loop conditioning
proposed by SWBT are much higher than the interim rates, raising the possibility ofenormous
true-ups once the cost proceedings are completed.643 The Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions
have indicated that they intend to conclude the proceedings for loop conditioning in the
immediate future,644 so we are not worried about the true-up extending indefinitely. We also are
not moved by the size of the differential. Based on the permanent rates that the Kansas and
Oklahoma Commissions have already adopted for unbundled network elements,64S and the
expectation that in setting permanent rates, the Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions will take
into account concerns we raise in our decision today, we have confidence that the Kansas and
Oklahoma Commissions will set permanent rates that are in compliance with the Act and our
rules. Thus, as we stated in the SWBT Texas Order, Sprint and other CLECs "face uncertainty
about the imposition ofa true-up only to the extent that they reasonably believe that they may in
fact have a legal obligation to pay something greater than" the rates that the state commissions

638 See, id (citing to SWBT Sparks Decl. Attach. C-KS, at 8 (K2A Optional Line Sharing Amendment § 4.7.5).

639 See SWBT Chapman Reply Aff. at paras. 31-39.

640 See, id We rely on SWBT's commitment to eliminate the restrictive language quoted above. Moreover, we
accept SWBT's explanation that the commitments outlined in its Chapman Reply Affidavit, rather than the language
in the K2A quoted above, represents its position on line splitting.

641 Sprint Comments at 27-37; Department ofJustice Evaluation at 24-25,27-28.

642 See Section IV.D.4, infra.

643 Sprint Comments at 32-33.

644 Kansas Commission Reply at 4; Oklahoma. Commission Reply at 17.

64S See Section IV.B.l, supra.
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now impose.646 We observed in the SWBT Texas Order that carriers should expect to be affected
by future resolutions ofdisputed issues, and that such concern is insufficient to warrant denial of
a section 271 application.647 For these reasons, we therefore conclude that each state's loop
conditioning, line sharing, and line splitting rates are reasonable under the three-pronged interim
rate test enunciated in the Bell Atlantic New York Order.648

D. Checklist Item 1 - Interconnection

223. We conclude, as described below, that SWBT demonstrates that it provides equal
in-quality interconnection on terms and conditions that are just, reasonable, and
nondiscriminatory in accordance with the requirements of sections 251(c)(2) and as specified in
section 271 and applied in our prior orders.649 We further find that SWBT proves that it designs
its interconnection facilities to meet "the same technical criteria and service standards" that are
used for the interoffice trunks within its own network.650 We also find that SWBT makes
interconnection available at any technically feasible point, includmg the option to interconnect at
only one technically feasible point within a LATA,651 and that it is providing collocation in
Kansas and Oklahoma in accordance with the Commission's rules.m We note that both the
Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions have found that SWBT has satisfied all aspects of this
checklist item.653

1. Interconnection Trunking

224. Based on our review ofthe record, we are persuaded that SWBT provides
competing carriers with interconnection trunking in both Kansas and Oklahoma that is equal-in
quality to the interconnection SWBT provides to its own retail operations, and on terms and
conditions that are just, reasonable, and nondiscriminatory.654 SWBT makes interconnection

646 SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18475, para. 237.

647 Id at 14875-76, para. 237.

648 Bel/Atlantic New York Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 4091, para. 258.

649 See SWBTTexas Order, 15 FCC Red at 18379-81, paras. 61-64; SecondBe/LSouth Louisiana Order, 13 FCC
Red at 20640.

650 See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18380. paras. 62-63; Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Red
at 20648-50, paras. 65, 74-77.

651 See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red at 18390, para. 79.

652 See Deployment ofWireiine Services Offering Advanced Telecommunications Capability, Order on
Reconsideration and Second Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, CC Docket No. 98-147, FCC 00-297 (reI.
August 10, 2000), recon. pending (Advanced Services Reconsideration Order).

653 Kansas Commission Comments at 7-8; Oklahoma Commission Sec. 271 Order at 160.

654 In the Local Competition First Report and Order, the Commission identified 1runk group blockage and
transmission standards as indicators of an incumbent LEC's technical criteria and service standards. Local
(continued....)
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available in Kansas and Oklahoma through interconnection agreements, including its state
approved K2A and 02A agreements.65S SWBT receives orders for interconnection trunks
through the Access Service Request (ASR) process, and accepts ASRs through an electronic
application-to-application interface, through a proprietary OSS system, and through manual
orders.656 SWBT provides performance data to measme the quality of interconnection service
provided to competing carriers.6S

? We note that no commenter in this proceeding raised concerns
about trunk blockage or on-time provisioning of interconnection trunks.

225. Interconnection Quality. In prior section 271 applications, we relied on trunk
blockage data to evaluate a BOC's interconnection quality.6s8 SWBT's performance data
demonstrate that its provides interconnection that is equal-in-quality to the interconnection it
provides in its own network. Specifically, SWBT's statewide performance data measuring the
percentage ofcalls blocked on outgoing traffic (trunk blockage from SWBT end office and
tandem to competitive LEC end office) demonstrate that in the three months immediately
preceding its application, SWBT was in compliance with the relevant benchmarks established in
Kansas and Oklahoma (i.e., blockage not to exceed one percent on these trunkS).6S9 Although the

(COlltinued from previous page) -----------
Competition First Report and Order, 11 FCC Rcd at 15614-15, paras. 224-25. In prior section 271 applications, the
CODlIIlission concluded that disparities in trunk group blockage may indicate a failure to provide interconnection to
competing carriers equal-in-quality to the interconnection the BOC provided to its own retail operations. See SWBT
Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18380, para. 62. As discussed below, for certain interconnection performance metrics,
the Oklahoma and Kansas Commissions relied on a benchmark standard for evaluating SWBT's performance (e.g.,
perctnt of trunk blockage and average interconnection trunk installation intervals). For other interconnection
measurements, such as percent missed due dates for installation, a parity standard is applied. See SWBT Dysart Aff.
at paras. 10-11.

6SS SWBT Application App. B (providing interconnection agreements between SWBT and competing carriers in
both Kansas and Oklahoma). .

6S6 SWBT Ham Aff. at para. 173.

6S7 See SWBT Dysart Aff. at para. 50 and Attachs. A and B, Measurements 70-78 (performance Measurement
Business Rules) (Version 1.6). SWBT has implemented ten performance measures relating to interconnection,
incliidiDg measures that compare trunk blockage between SWBT and competitive LECs (pM 70), measures that
capture missed due dates for trunk installations (pM 73), and measures that provide data on average installation
intervals (pM 78). Id.

6S8 Trunk group blockage indicates that end users are experiencing difficulty completing or receiving calls, which
may have a direct impact on the customer's perception ofa competitive LEC's service quality. SWBT Texas Order,
15 FCC Rcd at 18382-83, paras. 66-68; SecondBellSouth Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20649-50, para. 76;
Ameritech Michigan Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 20669-74, paras. 236-245.

6S9 In Kansas, for SWBT end office and SWBT tandem to competitive LEC end office, SWBT's data indicate 0010
blockage for both measures from July through October. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Kansas, No.
70-01 and 70-02 at 271-No. 70-71. In Oklahoma, for SWBT tandem to competitive LEe end office, SWBT's data
indiClate performance well below the benchmark, 0% blockage from July through September, and 0.1 % blockage for
October. See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Oklahoma, No. 70-01 and 70-02 at 271-No. 70-71.
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number oftrunks provisioned in Kansas and Oklahoma is relatively low, this pattern is consistent
with the trend in Texas, where SWBT follows the same processes and procedures.66O

226. Interconnection Timeliness. Other aspects ofSWBT's perfonnance data further
indicate it is providing nondiscriminatory interconnection trunking in Kansas and Oklahoma.661

In previous section 271 applications, the Commission has evaluated missed due dates and
average installation intervals to gauge trunk provisioning timeliness. SWBT's perfonnance in
both of these areas demonstrates satisfactory perfonnance in Kansas and Oklahoma Because of
low volumes, we also look to Texas perfonnance to confirm our findings. SWBT's perfonnance
data concerning the percentage ofmissed due dates for provisioning of interconnection trunks
show that, in recent months, SWBT's provisioning performance for competitors in Kansas was
as good as (at parity) or better than that provided on its own network.662 In Oklahoma, from July
to October 2000 in the aggregate, SWBT-caused missed trunk installations averaged 22.9% for
competitive LEes, and 28.6% for SWBT.663 These figures indicate that, in general, SWBT

660 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Data, Texas, No. 70-01 and 70-02 at 271-No. 70-71; SWBT Deere Aff. at
para. 14.

661 The Commission's rules interpret this obligation to include, among other things, the incumbent LEC's
installation time for interconnection service, 47 C.F.R. § 51.305(a)(5), and its provisioning of two-way trunking
arrangements. Our rules require an incumbent LEe to provide two-way trunking upon request, wherever two-way
trw1king arrangements are technically feasible. 47 C.F.R. § 51.305(f); see also SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at
1838Q..81, para. 63; Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20642, para. 65; Local Competition First
Report and Order, 11 FCC Red 15612-13, paras. 219-220.

662 SWBTs percentage ofmissed due dates in Kansas:

See SWBT Aggregated Performance Measurement Data, Kansas, PM 73 at 271-No.73-76 (showing performance
measurement data for July 2000 through October 2000).

663 See Letter from Jared Craighead, Associate Director-Federal Regulatory, SBC Telecommunications, to Magalie
Salas, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, CC Docket No. 00-217 (fUed Dec. 14,2000). SWBTs
percentage ofmissed due dates in Oklahoma:

See SWBT Aggregated Performance Measurement Data, Oklahoma, PM 73 at 271-No.73-76 (showing performance
measurement data for July 2000 through October 2000).
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provided parity or better performance for competitors in Oklahoma for trunk installations.664 As
we discussed above, we also look to SWBT's current performance in Texas, where, using the
same processes and procedures, SWBT has been processing commercial volumes to a greater
degree and for a longer period oftime, to further determine whether SWBT's performance in
Kansas and Oklahoma appears acceptable.66s The Texas data, which show that SWBT
consistently misses fewer due dates for competing carriers than for itself, further suggests that
SWBT's system ofprovisioning trunks is nondiscriminatory.666

227. Average Installation Intervals. SWBT's performance data measuring the average
time for installation of interconnection trunks in Oklahoma and Kansas show marginal disparities
in performance between actual performance and the 20-day benchmark established by the
Oklahoma and Kansas Commissions. For example, SWBT's performance data for average time
to mstall interconnection trunks meet the Kansas 20-day benchmark in six out ofseven months
for which there are data during the twelve-month period of time ending October 31, 2000.
Similarly, in Oklahoma, SWBT's data show that it meets the 20-day benchmark in seven out of
nine months for which there are data.667 Once again, because ofthe low volume oforders in
Kansas and Oklahoma, we find it instructive to look to Texas where SWBT follows the same
procedures and has been handling larger commercial volumes oforders for a longer period of
time. In Texas, SWBT's performance data show that it meets the 20-day benchmark nine out of
the past twelve months.668 Finally, we note that no commenter has raised interconnection trunk
provisioning timeliness as an issue. For all of these reasons, we find that SWBT's performance

664 We also note that over the twelve-month period concluding October 31,2000, SWBT has provided competitive
LECs more timely interconnection trunk installations than SWBT has provided its own retail operations by a factor
of almost three. See SWBT Dysart Reply Aff. at para. Ill.

66S SWBT percentage of missed due dates in Texas:

See SwaT Aggregated Performance Measurement Data, Texas, PM 73 at 271-No.73-76 (showing performance
measurement data for July 2000 through October 2000). We attribute these mouth-to-month fluctuations, at least in
part, to the very low sample sizes involved, and thus find the 4-month aggregate number to be more probative of
SWBT's performance in this instance.

666 We also are encouraged by SWBT's commitment to continue to improve trunk provisioning performance in
Oklahoma. See SWBT Mah Reply Aff. at para. 44.

667 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Measurement Data, Kansas and Oklahoma, No. 78 at 271-No-78 (showing
performaace measurement data for average interconnection trunk installation interval).

668 The average installation interval for the months in which SWBT missed the benchmark were 22.8 days for
December 1999,25.94 for January 2000, and 29.06 for October 2000. See SWBT Aggregated Performance
Measurement Data, Texas, No. 78 at 271-No-78 (showing perfonnance measurement data for average
interconnection trunk installation interval).
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for installation of interconnection trunks provides competing carriers with a meaningful
opportunity to compete and complies with checklist item 1.

2. Collocation

228. SWBT demonstrates that its collocation offerings in Kansas and Oklahoma satisfy
the requirements of sections 251 and 271 of the Act. SWBT provides physical and virtual
collocation through state-approved tariffs.669 SWBT's Kansas and Oklahoma physical and virtual
collocation tariffs are virtually identical to the Texas physical and virtual collocation tariffs,
which we found to satisfy checklist item 1 in our SWBT Texas Order.670 In its application,
SWBT indicates that shared, cageless, and adjacent collocation options are available in Kansas
and Oklahoma, and that it has taken other steps necessary to implement the collocation
requirements contained in the AdvancedServices First Report and Order and AdvancedServices
Reconsideration Order.671

229. SWBT's collocation performance data generally indicate that SWBT processed
collocation requests and provisioned collocation arrangements within time frames established by
the Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions.672 SWBT states that it has provided 233 physical
collocation arrangements in 38 different SWBT central offices in Kansas, and 366 physical
collocation spaces in 66 different SWBT central offices in Oklahoma.673 Except where a
competitive LEC places a large number ofcollocation orders in the same 5-business day period,
SWBT responds to each request within 10 calendar days.674 SWBT provides three measurements
(disaggregated into various submeasures) for collocation: Percentage ofMissed Collocation Due
Dates (PM 107), Average Delay Days for SWBT Missed Due Dates (pM 108), and Percent of
Requests Processed within the Tariffed Timelines (PM 109). Where data points are available,

669 The Kansas Commission approved SWBT's physical collocation tariff on June 14,2000. SWBT Sparks Aff. at
para. 34. The Kansas Commission approved SWBT's virtual collocation tariff on April 12, 2000. ld On May 9,
2000, the Oklahoma Commission adopted the tenns and conditions of SWBT's Texas physical and virtual
collocation tariffs on an interim basis, subject to true-up, while it reviews SWBT's Oklahoma physical and virtual
collocation tariffs. See id.; Oklahoma Commission Sec. 271 Order at 20.

670 SWBT Application at 80; see also Kansas Commission Staff Report at 8-10; Oklahoma Commission Sec. 271
Order at 160-61.

67J SwaT Application at 79-85; see also Kansas Commission Staff Report at 10-11; Oklahoma Commission Sec.
271 Order at 161. On October 10, 2000, SWBT amended its collocation procedures to implement the rules adopted
in the AdvancedServices Reconsideration Order. SwaT Application App. E, Vol. 8, Revision to Notification of
Compliance with FCC 00-297.

672 Because the Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions have set their own application processing and provisioning
standards for physical collocation, SWBT's operations in those states are not subject to the national standards. See
AdvancedServices Reconsideration Order, paras. 21-23; see also SWBT Sparks Aff. at para. 38.

673 swaT Application at 80; SWBT Smith/Johnson Aff., Attach. A.

674 SWBT Sparks Aff. at para. 40; Kansas Commission Comments at 9.
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SWBT's data indicate it meets the measmes for the months of July through October with few
exceptions.l>7S Thus, based on the record in this proceeding, we are persuaded that SWBT is
meeting its ~ollocationobligations.676

230. We reject MFNS's argument that SWBT's application should be denied because
SWBT refuses to permit collocationofa fiber distribution frame in Texas.677 First, MFNS admits
that this dispute does not arise out ofa collocation dispute in either Kansas or Oklahoma.
Second, SWBT must allow collocation ofonly that equipment which is "necessary for
interconnection or access to [UNES]."67S In accordance with the D.C. Circuit's opinion in GTE v.
FCC,679 we currently are considering what equipment is "necessary" for these purposes.680

Finally, we believe that MFNS's alleged difficulties negotiating collocation arrangements with
SWBT are best resolved through the section 252 negotiation and arbitration process or through
the section 208 complaint process. As we have found in past section 271 proceedings, the
section 271 process simply could not function ifwe were required to resolve every interpretive
dispute about the precise content ofan incumbent LEC's obligations to its competitors, including
fact-intensive interpretive disputes.681

675 See SWBT Aggregated Performance Measurement Data, Kansas and Oklahoma, PMs 107-109 at 27 I-No.
107a -109b. Although a few data points fall marginlUy short of the benchmarks, we do not believe that these
misses rise to the level of non-compliance with this cilecklist item, absent evidence ofmore systemic failure or
evidence from competitors demonstrating how this performance denied them a meaningful opportunity to compete.

676 We are aware that the Enforcement Bureau recently has issued a Notice ofApparent Liabilityfor Forfeiture for
violations of the Commission's rule requiring incumbent local exchange carriers promptly to post notices of
premises that have run out of collocation space. See SBC Communications, Inc., Apparent Liabilityfor Forfeiture,
FileNo. EB-OO-IH-0326a, DA-OI-I28 (reI. Jan. 18,2001). This issue flTSt came to light on August 7, 2000 through
an independent auditor's public report concerning SBC's compliance with the Commission's collocation rules. See
August 7,2000 Report of Independent Accountants, Ernst & Young LLP. SBC had agreed to such an audit as part
of the Commission's approval ofthe merger application ofAmeritech Corporation and SBC. Although we are
concerned about SWBT's apparent violation ofour collocation rules, we believe that this issue will be appropriately
addressed in the Enforcement Bureau's review ofthe pending Notice ofApparent Liability (NAL). Based on the
infonnation that we have to date, we are not persuaded that the evidence supporting the NAL warrants a fmding of
chec:Jclist non-compliance. Moreover, no commenter has raised SWBT's posting ofcollocation space exhaustion as
an issue in this proceeding.

677 See, e.g., MFNS Comments at 3.

678 47 U.S.C. § 251(cX6).

679 GTE Services Corp. v. FCC, 205 F.3d 416 (D.C. Cir. 2000) (GTE v. FCC).

680 AdvancedServices Reconsideration Order, paras. 71-92; see a/so MFNS Comments in CC Docket 98-147 at
10-15 (filed Oct. 12,2000) (arguing that incumbent LECs must permit requesting carriers to collocate fiber
distribution frames).

681 See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18366-67, paras. 22-27.
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231. We also disagree with Sprint that its problems concerning collocation in remote
terminals in Kansas and Oklahoma warrant denial ofSWBT's application.682 The state
commissions determined that Sprint's issues concerning collocation in remote terminals were
insufficient to overcome an overall finding ofchecklist compliance.683 In addition, the Kansas
Commission has said that if Sprint, or any other CLEC continues to experience difficulties
concerning collocation in remote terminals, it will address these issues as part of its six-month
review ofSWBT's collocation tariff in Kansas.684 Because this appears to be a fact-based
interconnection dispute that is better resolved at the state-level, and because the state
commissions have determined that Sprint's claims were insufficient to overcome an overall
finding ofchecklist non-compliance, we are not persuaded that SWBT has failed to comply with
its collocation obligations in Kansas and Oklahoma.68s

3. Technically Feasible Points of Interconnection

232. We conclude that SWBT provides interconnection at all technically feasible
points, including a single point of interconnection, and therefore demonstrates compliance with
the checklist item. SWBT asserts that it makes each of its standard methods of interconnection
available at the line side or trunk side of the local switch, the trunk connection points of a tandem
switch, central office cross-connect points, out-of-band signaling transfer points, and points of
access to UNES.686 SWBT demonstrates that it has state-approved interconnection agreements
that spell out readily available points of interconnection, and provide a process for requesting
interconnection at additional, technically feasible ~ints.687 SWBT further shows that, for
purposes of interconnection to exchange local traffic, a competitive LEC may choose a single,
technically feasible point of interconnection within a LATA.688

682 Sprint Comments at 65-66 (referring to concerns expressed before the Oklahoma and Kansas Commissions
regarding collocation for advanced services).

683 See Kansas Commission Comments at 8-9; Oklahoma Commission Sec. 271 Order at 165.

684 Kansas Staff Recommendation at 9.

68S We also note that SWBT indicates that it has reached agreement with Sprint on language to be added to a new
Sprint interconnection agreement to resolve Sprint's issues concerning collocation in remote terminals. See SWBT
Reply at 88 n. 57.

686 SWBT Application at 76; SWBT Deere Aff. at paras. 15; 21-22. SWBTwill provide other technically feasible
alternatives using the Special Request Procedure set forth in the K2A and 02A. Id. at 15; 84-88.

687 SWBT Application at 76. SWBT's state-approved K2A and 02A require SWBT to provide other collocation
arrangements that have been demonstrated to be technically feasible and in compliance with the AdvancedServices
Order.

688 In compliance with our SWBT Texas Order, SWBT modified the language of its K2A and 02A to allow a
carrier to choose a single point of interconnection in a LATA. See SWBTTexas Order, 15 FCC Rcd 18390, para.
78; see also SWBT Application at 76; SWBT Deere Aff. at para. 5, 14,66.
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233. Some commenters argue that SWBT effectively denies a competing carrier the
rigll to select a single point of interconnection by improperly shifting to competing carriers
inflated transport and switching costs associated with such an arrangement.619 For example,
AT&T avers that, in a technical conference in Oklahoma after the adoption of the 02A, SWBT
advanced s~veral compensation arrangements relating to a competing carrier's choice of
interconnection and collocation whichIequire AT&T to pay inflated transport costs upon
exercising its right to a single point ofinterconnection.69O SWBT responds that AT&T largely
misunderstands the positions it advanced at the technical conference, and that AT&T's claims are
best addressed at the state level through the negotiation and arbitration process.691 SWBT further
argues that the Commission previously determined that carriers seeking a single point of
interconnection should bear any additional cost associated with taking traffic to and from the
point of interconnection in the other exchange.692

234. Because these commenters, including AT&T, take issue only with positions
advanced by SWBT in a technical conference, we find that the issues raised are hypothetical
ones, and therefore do not warrant a fmding ofnon-compliance with checklist item 1. Although
SWBT's interpretation of the state-approved interconnection agreement raises potential future
compliance issues regarding the interplay between a single point of interconnection and
reciprocal compensation, our review must be limited to present issues of compliance.693 Indeed,
we understand that AT&T has filed for arbitration of these issues in Oklahoma.694 To the extent
thatthe parties believe that this is a matter requiring more explicit rules, we invite them to file a
petition for declaratory ruling or petition for rulemaking with the Commission.

235. Finally, we caution SWBT from taking what appears to be an expansive and out
of context interpretation of fmdings we made in our SWBT Texas Order concerning its obligation

689 AT&T Comments at 24; see also Cox Comments at 10; WorldCom Reply at 38.

690 See AT&T Comments, Attachment 2 at 14-20.

691 See SWBT Reply at 77-87.

692 1d at 86. SWBT relies on the following language from its Texas interconnection agreement with WorldCom:
"M<:.1(W«ldCom) and SWBT agree that MCI(WorldCom) may designate, at its option, a minimum ofone point of
intereonaection within a single SWBT exchange where SWBT facilities are available, or multiple points of
int~onnectionwithin the exchange, for the exchange of all traffic within that exchange. If WorldCom desires a
single point for interconnection within a LATA, SWBT agrees to provide dedicated or common transport to any
other exchange within aLATA requested by WorldCom, or WorldCom may self-provision, or use a third party's
facilities." See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd 18390, para. 78 n. 174.

693 SWBTTexas Order, 15 FCC Rcd 18367, para. 27.

694 See Oklahoma Commission Reply at 16. We also note that in its Reply, SWBT makes certain concessions
regarding future interpretation ofcertain language in the 02A and K2A that is at issue. For example, in response to
AT&T's argument that SWBT requires a CLEC collocated in a SWBT end office to interconnect there by
provisioning direct trunks, AT&T Comments at 28, SWBT concedes that the proper reading ofthe 02A and K2A is
that direct tnmking from the CLEC's collocation facility is an option, not a requirement. See SWBT Reply at 81.
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to deliver traffic to a competitive LEC's point of intetconnection.69s In our SWBT Texas Order,
we cited to SWBT's interconnection agreement with MCI-WorldCom to support the proposition
that SWBT provided carriers the option ofa single point of interconnection.696 We did not,
however, consider the issue ofhow that choice of interconnection would affect inter-carrier
compensation arrangements. Nor did our decision to allow a single point of interconnection
change an incumbent LEC's reciprocal compensation obligations under our current rules. 697 For
example, these rules preclude an incumbent LEC from charging carriers for local traffic that
originates on the incumbent LEC's network.698 These rules also require that an incumbent LEC
compensate the other carrier for transport699 and termination700 for local traffic that originates on
the network facilities of such other carrier.701

4. Pricing of Interconnection

a. Background

236. As discussed above, checklist item 1 requires a BOC to provide "interconnection
in accordance with the requirements of sections 251 (c)(2) and 252(d)(1).''702 Section 251(c)(2)
requires incumbent LECs to provide interconnection "at any technically feasible point within the
carrier's network ... on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable, and
nondiscriminatory.''703 Section 252(d)(I) requires state determinations regarding the rates, terms,
and conditions of interconnection to be based on cost and to be nondiscriminatory, and allows
the rates to include a reasonable profit.704 The Commission's pricing rules require, among other

695 See SWBT Reply at 86-87.

696 See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red 18390, para. 78 n. 174.

697 See 47 C.F.R §§ 51.701 etseq.

698 47 C.F.R § 51.703(b); see also TSR Wireless, UC et al. v. US. West, File Nos. E-98-13, E-98-15, E-98-16, E
98-17, £-98-18, FCC No. 00-194 (reI. June 21, 2000), pet. for review docketed sub nom., Qwest v. FCC, No. 00
1376 (D.C. Cir. Aug. 17,2000).

699 47 C.F.R § 51.701(e).

700 47 C.F.R § 51.70I(d).

701 47 C.F.R § 51.70I(e).

702 47 U.S.C. § 27I(e)(2)(B)(i).

703 47 U.S.C. § 25 I(e)(2).

704 47 U.S.C. § 252(dXl).

122

'-'-_.,,,.._"-"',.,---------------------------------



Federal CommuDicatioDS Commission FCC 01-29

things, that in order to comply with its collocation obligations, an incumbent LEC provide
collocation based on TELRIC.7°S

b. Discussion

237. Based on the evidence in the record, we find that SWBT offers interconnection in
Kansas and Oklahoma to other telecommunications carriers at just, reasonable, and
nondiscriminatory rates, in compliance with checklist item 1. The Kansas and Oklahoma
Commissions conclude that SWBT currently provides collocation under approved
interconnection agreements and tariffs, consistent with FCC, Kansas Commission, and
Oklahoma Commission orders.706

238. Sprint challenges SWBT's collocation rates in both states because the rates are
interim. Sprint further asserts that the fact that SWBT has not yet set permanent rates in Kansas
and Oklahoma is directly relevant to whether the Commission can discount the uncertainty and
risk ofnon-cost-based interim rates.707 The Department ofJustice also expresses concern over
the interim nature ofboth states' collocation rates.70s We have previously set forth a three
pronged test to determine whether interim rates are acceptable: (1) the interim solution to a
particular rate dispute is reasonable under the circumstances; (2) the state commission has
demonstrated its commitment to our pricing rules; and (3) provision is made for refunds or true
ups once permanent rates are set.709 We conclude that each state's interim collocation rates meet
this standard.

239. We find that the interim solutions adopted by the Kansas and Oklahoma
Commissions are reasonable under the circumstances. ConnectSouth alleges that SWBT's
physical collocation rates are barriers to entry in Kansas and Oklahoma because they are
significantly higher than the cost-based rates charged in Texas.110 We note that the Oklahoma
rates cited by ConnectSouth71 ] have been superseded by the interim rates adopted by the

70S See 47 C.F.R. §§ 51.501-07, 51.509(g); Local Competition First Report and Order, 11 FCC Rcd at 15812-16,
15844-61,15874-76,15912, paras. 618-29, 674-712, 743-51, 826.

706 Kansas Commission Comments at 9; SwaT Application App. C-Oklahoma, Vol. 25a-c, Tab 275 (Order
Regarding Recommendation On 271 Application Pursuant to Telecommunications Act of 1996, Cause No. PUD
970000560 (Sept. 28, 2000» at 161-62 (Oklahoma Commission Final 271 Order).

707 Sprint Comments at 34-36.

708 Department of Justice Evaluation at 24-25, 27-28.

709 SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Red at 18394, para. 88; see also BellAtlantic New York Order, 15 FCC Red at
4091, para. 258.

7]0 ConnectSouth Comments at 2-6.

71] Id.
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Oklahoma Commission, which in fact are the Texas collocation rates.712 As the Commission
noted in the SWBT Texas Order, the Texas Commission based its interim physical collocation
rates on a TELRIC model developed by AT&T and MCI, with modifications.713 We believe that
the rates contained within the Texas 271 application, including those that are interim, are
reasonable starting points for interim rates for the same carrier in an adjoining state. In Kansas,
the interim rates were set at SWBT's proposed rates, except for those for Site Conditioning and
Power, which the Kansas Commission set at one-halfofthe rates proposed by SWBT.714 The
Kansas Commission found that while the competitive LECs preferred Texas interim rates to
those proposed by SWBT, they were more concerned with having a true-up in place, and
acknowledged that SWBT's proposed rates were significant improvements over the Individual
Case Basis (ICB) rates that were then in place.71S We view the Kansas Commission's decision as
a reasonable attempt by the state commission to set an interim TELRIC-based rate pending its
final determination.

240. We take notice that each state has pending cost proceedings to set permanent rates
forcollocation,716 and each has ordered that the interim rates be subject to true-up.7t7 We also
recognize that each state set its interim collocation rates so that competitive LECs could obtain
collocation subject to true up rather than through ICB pricing that was much more expensive and
not subject to true Up.718 Furthermore, each state has committed to complete its collocation cost
docket in the near future.7t9 We conclude that the uncertainty surrounding the interim rates has
been minimized. Based on the permanent rates that the Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions
have already adopted for unbundled network elements, and the expectation that in setting
permanent collocation rates, the Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions will take into account
concerns we raise in our decision today, we have confidence that the Kansas and Oklahoma
Commissions will set permanent collocation rates that are in compliance with the Act and our

712 SWBT Application App. G, Vol. 3, Tab 36 (Order Denying Appeals From The April 20, 2000, Oral
Recommendation ofthe Administrative Law Judge, Cause No. PUD 200000169 (May 2, 2000)) at 10 (Oklahoma
Commission Collocation Order).

713 SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18395, para. 89.

714 SWBT Application App. D-Kansas, Vol. 2, Tab 52 (Order Granting in Part, Denying in Part Motion to
Integrate Texas Collocation Rates into the SWBT-Kansas CollocationT~ Pending a Kansas-Specific Cost
Proceeding and Subjectto True Up, Docket No. 00-SWBT-733-TAR (Apr. 21,2000)) at 4, 6-7, Att. 2 (Kansas
Commission Collocation Order).

715 Id. at 3.

716 Kansas Commission Reply at 4; Oklahoma Commission Final 271 Order at 162.

717 Kansas Commission Collocation Order at 7; Oklahoma Commission Collocation Order at 10.

718 Kansas Commission Collocation Order at 3-4; Oklahoma Commission Collocation Order at 9-10.

719 See Kansas Commission Reply at 4; Oklahoma Commission Comments at 2.
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rules.no We believe that these steps adequately address the Department of Justice's concerns
about the existence of interim rates in both states.721 Consequently, we find that SWBT has met
its obligations under this checklist item for rates in both Kansas and Oklahoma.

v. OTHER CHECKLIST ITEMS

A. Checklist Item 6 - Switching

1. Background

241. Section 271(c)(2)(BXvi) ofthe 1996 Act requires a BOC to provide "[l]ocal
switching unbundled from transport, local loop transmission, or other services.''722 To satisfy its
obligations under this subsection, an applicant must demonstrate compliance with the
Commission rules effective as of the date of the application relating to unbundled local
switching, most ofwhich are set forth in detail in our prior 271 orders.723 The Commission
revised these rules in the UNE Remand Order, which was released on November 5, 1999. That
order generally retained the unbundling obligations for local switching while narrowing the
scope of the obligation for certain geographic areas.724 In the UNE Remand Order, the
Commission required that incumbent LECs need not provide access on an unbundled basis to
packet switching except in certain limited circumstances.725

2. Discussio~

242. Based on the evidence in the record, we conclude that SWBT demonstrates that it
complies with checklist item 6.726

• Specifically, SWBT demonstrates that it provides: (1) line-side
andtrunk side facilities; 727 (2) basic switching functions;728 (3) vertical features;729 (4) customized

720 See section IV.B.l, supra.

721 See Department ofJustice Comments at 24 (Oklahoma), 27-28 (Kansas).

722 47 U.S.C. § 271(c)(2)(B)(vi); see also SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18520, para. 336; Second BellSouth
LouiSiana Order, 13 FCC Red at 20722.

723 See SWBT Texas Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 18520-22, paras. 336-38; SecondBellSouth Louisiana Order, 13 FCC
Rcd at 20722, para. 207.

724 UNE Remand Order, 15 FCC Red at 3822-32, paras. 276-299 (limiting an incumbent LEC's general duty to
unbundle circuit switching when a requesting telecommunications carrier serves end users in the top 50 MSAs, in
DenJity Zone 1, with foW' or more voice grade lines, provided that such LEC provides access to EELs).

725 UNE Remand Order, 15 FCC Rcd at 3838-3919.

726 SwaT Application at 103 (SWBT furnishes more than 17,000 unbundled switch ports in Kansas, and more
than 6,000 in Oklahoma, mostly in combination with unbundled local loops); SWBT Smith/Johnson Aff.,
AttaGbment A. .

727 Line-side facilities include, but are not limited to, the connection between a loop termination at a main
distribution frame, and a switch line card. Trunk-side facilities include, but are not limited to, the connection
(continued....)
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routing; 730 (5) shared trunk ports; 731 (6) unbundled tandem switching;732 (7) usage information
for billing exchange access; 733 and (8) usage information for billing for reciprocal
compensation.734 The Kansas and Oklahoma Commissions conclude that SWBT is in compliance
with checklist item 6.73S Furthermore, the terms and conditions for local switching in both the
K2A and the 02A are similar to those in the T2A, which we considered in the Texas 271
proceeding and determined to satisfy the requirements_of checklist item 6.736 One significant

(Continued from previous page) ------------
between trunk termination at a trunk-side cross-connect panel and a switch trunk card. Second Bel/South Louisiana
Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20724 nn.679-680. See SWBT Deere Aff. at paras. 152-153.

728 The basic switching function includes, but is not limited to: connecting lines to lines, lines to trunks, trunks to
lines, trunks to trunks, as well as the same basic capabilities that are available to the BOC's customers, such as a
telephone number, directory listing, dial tone, signaling, and access to 911, operator services, and directory
assistance. SecondBel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20726 n.690. See also SWBT Deere Aff. at para.
154.

729 Second Bel/South Louisiana Order at 13 FCC Rcd at 20726. Vertical features provide end-users with various
services such as custom calling, call waiting, call forwarding, caller ID and Centrex. Id; see also SWBT Deere Aff.
at paras. 154, 161.

730 An incumbent LEC must provide customized routing as part of'the local switching element, unless it can prove
to the state commission that customized routing in a particular switch is not technically feasible. Second Bel/South
Louisiana Order at 13 FCC Rcd at 20728 n.705. Customized routing permits requesting carriers to designate the
particular outgoing trunks associated with unbundled switching provided by the incumbent, which will carry certain
classes of traffic originating from requesting carriers' customers. See Id at 20728-29, para. 221; SWBT Deere Aff.
at paras. 134-137. Customized routing is also referred to as selective routing. Second BellSouth Louisiana Order at
20728 n.704.

731 Local Competition Third Reconsideration Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 12475-79; Ameritech Michigan Order, 12
FCC Rcd at 20716-17; see also Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Red at 20732, para. 228; SWBT Deere
at para. 157.

m The requirement to provide unbundled tandem switching includes: (i) trunk-connect facilities, including but not
limited to the connection between trunk termination at a cross-connect panel and a switch trunk card; (ii) the base
switthing function ofconnecting trunks to trunks; and, (iii) the functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end-office switches), including but not limited to call recording, the routing of calls to
operator services, and signaling conversion features. Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 20733 n.
732. See SWBT Deere Aft: at paras. 165-169.

733 See Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Red at 20733-35, paras. 230-31; SWBT Sparks Aff. at para.
133.

734 See Second Bel/South Louisiana Order, 13 FCC Red at 20735-37, paras. 232-34; SWBT Sparks Aff. at para.
134.

73S Kansas Commission Comments at 28-29; Oklahoma Commission Sec. 271 Order at 184-85.

736 As an amendment to its K2A and 02A, SWBT offers CLECs an optional amendment which implements the
rules adopted in the Commission's UNE Remand Order that became effective on February 17,2000. See SWBT
Sparks Aff. at para. 90. These amendments include language which eliminates unbundled switching as a UNE in
certain high density areas when EELs are available. Id, Attachment B.
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