
January 30, 2001

Magalie R. Salas, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: IE Docket No. 00-203; RM-9649

Dear Ms. Salas:

On October 24, 2000, the Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
in the above-referenced proceeding in which it asked for comment on a proposal to add
a "demonstrated use" requirement for Fixed-Satellite Service earth stations licensed to
use C-band or Ku-band frequencies that are shared with terrestrial services. Under the
proposal, an earth station operator would lose its priority to use frequencies requested
by a terrestrial operator if it could not demonstrate that it is using, has recently used, or
has imminent plans to use, the frequencies requested. Sola Communications Inc.
opposes that proposal.

Sola Communications Inc. operates a teleport with both C-band and Ku-Band
satellite antennas for international and domestic traffic. We support major oil
company's communication needs in the Gulf of Mexico and numerous overseas
locations. The nature of the oil business is very diverse and demanding. We are
constantly requires to provide satellite coverage on different satellites to meet these
needs. Consequently we are at the discretion of the satellite providers to get frequencies
for uplinks at short notice. Your proposed change in regulations would have a major
detrimental effect on our company. Sola Communications Inc. also provides terrestrial
microwave communications and we understand the issues that you are trying to
address however satellite teleports must have priority over microwave carriers due to
the dynamic diversity of what the satellite teleports can provide.

Sola Communications Inc. requires and demands reliable and effective satellite
service in order to meet its business needs. We recognize that in order to provide
service at the level that we demand, satellite service providers must have significant
flexibility to manage their fleets efficiently and, when necessary, to shift services from
transponder to transponder, or from satellite to satellite. The need for flexibility is
particularly acute in times of emergency or when there has been an equipment failure,
but can arise at any time.
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Sola Communications Inc. is concerned that the proposed "demonstrated use"
requirement would unreasonably constrain satellite service providers and thereby
impair their ability to meet our business needs. Sola Communications Inc., therefore,
requests that the Commission abandon its proposal to add a "demonstrated use"
requirement to its earth station rules.

Gordon D. Rice
President


