
As the Director of Technology for a preK-8 school, I understand the importance of helping
children use the Internet safely. Filtering software is not the way to do this.

Having filtering software at every school will censor our teachers and hinder their ability to teach
students effective and safe ways of using the Internet. In all likelihood filtering software will not be
available to students at home. It is better for students to explore the vastness of the Internet with
a trained teacher who understands how to judge the appropriateness of web site content and turn
every click into a learning experience, then for a student to deal with the Internet alone in the
privacy of their bedroom.

In addition, requiring all schools to install difficult to maintain and costly filtering software will be
take away resources that are better used to help teachers and students use the Internet safely.
No matter what the software companies are saying, there is no software that is capable of
effectively filtering the Internet. All filtering software blocks important learning material AND lets
through sites that are inappropriate for children. If filtering software is forced on schools and
libraries, people trained in maintaining the software will need to regularly adjust the software to
deal with its inadequacies. These skilled personnel’s time is much better used in teaching
students and teachers in effective ways of the Internet.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to the reasons for my opposition to the imposition of
requiring filtering software on schools and libraries.
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