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)

Federal-State Joint Board On Universal Service

)
)
CC Docket No. 96-4:;
)
)

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE REPLY COMMENTS

Pursuant to section 1.46(b) of the Commission's rules, the American Library

Association (ALA) hereby requests a seven day extension oftime for the filing of replies

to the comments submitted to the Commission in connection with this matter.

It its Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, published in the Federal Register

on January 31, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 8374), the Commission proposed certain rules to

implement the Children's Internet Protection Act, Pub. L. 106-554. As set forth in that

notice, comments on the proposed rules must be filed on or before February 15, 2001,

and reply comments must be filed on or before February 22,2001.

The ALA is the oldest and largest library association in the world. It has over

60,000 members, which include school, public, academic and special librarians, as well

as trustees, publishers and friends of libraries. Our members are keenly interested in this

proceeding, and the rules proposed by the Commission would have a direct impact on

their work.

For this reason, we have today filed with the Commission our comments and

recommendations concerning the statute and proposed rules. It is also our intention to

provide the Commission with reply comments, but we are concerned that our ability to do

so will be circumscribed by the extremely limited amount oftime available for this

purpose.

As stated in the notice, commenters have just one week to file reply comments

with the Commission. Even under the best of circumstances, this would be an extremely

limited amount oftime for us to obtain copies of comments submitted by others (in either

hard copy or from the Commission's website), analyze them, obtain views from our
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members, and prepare reply comments. Yet in this instance the task would be made more

difficult still, given that Monday, February 19, is a federal holiday.

While we are aware of the statutory requirement that the Commission's rules

implementing this legislation be adopted by April 20, 2001, we believe that the issues

raised by the statute and the proposed rules are sufficiently complex and consequential as

to warrant this modest additional amount of time. The quality of the rules adopted by the

Commission would plainly benefit if affected libraries and schools and other interested

parties could more fully analyze the views of others and respond to them thoughtfully in

their comments to the Commission.

For all the foregoing reasons, the ALA requests that the Commission extend the

period of time for filing reply comments in this matter for seven days, through and

including March 1, 2001. We further urge that if the Commission decides to grant this

motion it provide notice of its decision as soon as possible, so that prospective reply

commenters do not needlessly hurry the preparation of their comments, and instead take

full advantage of the additional time allowed to prepare their replies in a more thorough

and thoughtful manner.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

f~ Sk~~\
Emily Sheketoff
Executive Director
American Library Association
Washington Office
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 403
Washington, DC 20004
Phone: (202) 628-8410
Fax: (202) 628-8419


