
Comments for the FCC

As the Director of the Division on Deafness (DOD), an agency within Michigan
Commission on Disability Concerns, Michigan Family Independence Agency, I strongly
request that the FCC reconsider the sale of radio spectrum 216-217MHz.  It is the mission
of the  DOD to affirm the indisputable right of Deaf and Hard of Hearing persons to
secure effective communication.  The sale of these bands seriously potentiates the
violation of that right for close to one million hard of hearing children and adults in
Michigan.  Increase use of these bands, commercially or otherwise, will result in
interference that will prevent usage of FM systems by people with hearing loss.

Our agency has worked hard to increase the level of knowledge about FM listening
systems on both the part of those responsible to provide them and also for those who use
them  The evidence for improved functioning, inclusion in society and enhanced quality
of life as benefits from FM usage cannot be disputed.

The American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, in its year 2000 Communication
Facts, stated, “The estimated annual cost of lost productivity, special education, and
medical care because of untreated hearing loss is $56 billion.”  FM listening systems play
an important role in each of these areas.  People with hearing loss constitute the largest
disability population and the numbers are on the increase due to noise pollution and the
aging of baby boomers. Additionally, because of noise pollution, more and more people
of working age are being diagnosed with hearing loss.  FM systems will play a vital part
in keeping this population segment in the work place.

Due to early identification as a result of the increase in newborn infant screening across
our nation, more and more children with hearing loss are being identified at an earlier
age.  FM systems are vital to the education process and successful academic performance
of these children.

Without access to radio spectrum 216-217MHz, many Americans with hearing loss will
be denied a right to equal participation in society suppressing educational attainment and
work role fulfillment.  Participation in social cultural aspects of society will also be
denied resulting in isolation and depression.  I ask you to consider that the sale of bands
216-217 MHz, while reducing government cost in one area will increase the cost in other
areas and, will lead to problems in our society that will become increasingly difficult to
correct.  The FCC must envision not only the present but the future and create a society
that enables full participation, growth and productivity of its hard of hearing members.


