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COMMENTS OF SPRINT CORPORATION

6SULQW &RUSRUDWLRQ �´6SULQWµ�� RQ EHKDOI RI LWV ORFDO DQG ORQJ GLVWDQFH GLYLVLRQV�

VXEPLWV LWV &RPPHQWV WR WKH )XUWKHU 1RWLFH RI 3URSRVHG 5XOHPDNLQJ ��)1350�� RQ WKH

5HFRPPHQGHG 'HFLVLRQ RI WKH )HGHUDO�6WDWH -RLQW %RDUG RQ 8QLYHUVDO 6HUYLFH� UHJDUGLQJ

UXUDO XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH VXSSRUW� UHOHDVHG RQ 'HFHPEHU ��� ����� LQ )&& ��-���

7KH 5HFRPPHQGHG 'HFLVLRQ LQFRUSRUDWHV WKH UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ RI WKH 5XUDO 7DVN

)RUFH ��57)�� RQ WKLV LVVXH� ,Q UHFRPPHQGLQJ LWV SODQ WR WKH )HGHUDO�6WDWH -RLQW %RDUG� WKH

57) UHFRJQL]HG WKDW WKH LVVXH RI UXUDO XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH VXSSRUW QHHGV FRQWLQXHG HYDOXDWLRQ�

$FFRUGLQJO\� WKH 57) DGYLVHG WKDW LWV UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ VKRXOG UHPDLQ LQ SODFH IRU D ILYH�\HDU

SHULRG� GXULQJ ZKLFK WLPH SODQV VKRXOG EH PDGH WR �UHHYDOXDWH DSSURSULDWH XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH

IXQGLQJ DSSURDFKHV IRU DUHDV VHUYHG E\ 
UXUDO WHOHSKRQH FRPSDQLHV�

�

6SULQW GRHV QRW REMHFW WR WKH ILYH�\HDU SHULRG DV D UHDVRQDEOH DPRXQW RI WLPH WR

UHDFK D IXUWKHU VROXWLRQ� ,Q WKH LQWHULP� WKH LQGXVWU\ VKRXOG OLYH ZLWK D UHDVRQDEOH VWDWXV TXR�

7KH FRUH SRUWLRQ RI WKH 57) 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ� DGRSWHG LQ WKH 5HFRPPHQGHG 'HFLVLRQ�

UHSUHVHQWV D UHDVRQDEOH VWDWXV TXR� VXFK FRUH SRUWLRQ FRQVLVWLQJ RI UH�EDVLQJ WKH LQGH[HG FDS

� )HGHUDO�6WDWH -RLQW %RDUG RQ 8QLYHUVDO 6HUYLFH� 5XUDO 7DVN )RUFH 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ WR WKH )HGHUDO�6WDWH -RLQW %RDUG
RQ 8QLYHUVDO 6HUYLFH� && 'RFNHW 1R� ����� �UHO� 6HSW� ��� ����� ��57) 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�� DW ��



�

RQ KLJK FRVW ORRS VXSSRUW DQG PRGLI\LQJ WKH FRUSRUDWH RSHUDWLRQV H[SHQVH OLPLWDWLRQ� 7KLV

LV UHDVRQDEOH EHFDXVH LW VLPSO\ XSGDWHV OLPLWV WKDW ZHUH LPSRVHG VHYHQ \HDUV DJR�

+RZHYHU� RWKHU WKDQ UH�EDVLQJ WKH LQGH[HG FDS RQ KLJK FRVW ORRS VXSSRUW DQG

PRGLI\LQJ WKH FRUSRUDWH RSHUDWLRQV H[SHQVH OLPLWDWLRQ� WKH DGGLWLRQDO 57)

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV DUH QRW QHFHVVDU\ WR PDLQWDLQ D UHDVRQDEOH VWDWXV TXR GXULQJ WKH ILYH \HDU

LQWHULP SHULRG� +HQFH� 6SULQW RSSRVHV WKH QRQ�FRUH� RU �ZLOG FDUG� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� VXFK

DV FRYHUDJH IRU FDWDVWURSKLF HYHQWV� VXSSRUW IRU DGYDQFHG VHUYLFHV SULRU WR VXFK VHUYLFHV

EHLQJ GHILQHG DV VHUYLFHV VXSSRUWHG E\ WKH IHGHUDO XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH IXQG LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK

�� 8�6�&� �����F�� DQG WKH VDIHW\ QHW IRU ��� JURZWK LQ SODQW LQ VHUYLFH�

$W WKH RXWVHW� LW LV GLVDSSRLQWLQJ WR QRWH WKDW WKH 57) VHWWOHG RQ D FRVW PRGHO� WKH

0RGLILHG (PEHGGHG &RVW 0HFKDQLVP ��0(&0��� WKDW UHOLHV RQ HPEHGGHG FRVW UDWKHU WKDQ

IRUZDUG ORRNLQJ FRVW� 6SULQW KDV EHHQ D FRQVLVWHQW SURSRQHQW RI IRUZDUG�ORRNLQJ FRVW

PHWKRGRORJLHV� DQG ZRXOG KDYH SUHIHUUHG WKDW WKH 57) DGRSW VXFK DQ DSSURDFK�

1HYHUWKHOHVV� 6SULQW DFNQRZOHGJHV WKDW WKH 0(&0 LV HDVLHU IRU DOO SDUWLHV WR DGPLQLVWHU�

:KLOH XVLQJ IRUZDUG�ORRNLQJ FRVWV LV WKH HFRQRPLFDOO\ FRUUHFW DSSURDFK� WKH 0(&0

SURYLGHV D SUDFWLFDO ZD\ LQ ZKLFK WR SURFHHG�

6SULQW GLVDJUHHV ZLWK WKH 57) UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ WR SURYLGH VXSSRUW IRU FDWDVWURSKLF

ORVVHV� 7KH 57) UHFRPPHQGV WKDW LQ VWXG\ DUHDV ZKHUH D &/(& KDV EHHQ DSSURYHG DV DQ

HOLJLEOH WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV FDUULHU� DQG WKH &/(& LV SURYLGLQJ VHUYLFH� WKH &/(& DQG ,/(&

PD\ ERWK REWDLQ WKH VDPH VXSSRUW SHU ORRS E\ IUHH]LQJ WKH ,/(&
V VXSSRUW DPRXQW�� $Q

,/(& PD\ DGMXVW WKH IUR]HQ VXSSRUW DPRXQW LQ WKH HYHQW RI D FDWDVWURSKH WKDW DIIHFWV WKH

,/(&
V DELOLW\ WR SURYLGH XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH� :KLOH WKH IXQG H[LVWV WR VXSSOHPHQW WKH

UHYHQXHV RI UXUDO FDUULHUV VHUYLQJ KLJK FRVW DUHDV� WKH IXQG VKRXOG QRW EH XVHG WR SD\ IRU

� 57) 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ DW ���



�

FDWDVWURSKLF HYHQWV� (DFK FDUULHU VKRXOG EH UHVSRQVLEOH IRU PDLQWDLQLQJ DGHTXDWH LQVXUDQFH

LQ WKH HYHQW RI HPHUJHQF\� DV WKDW LV D VWDQGDUG FRPSRQHQW RI EXVLQHVV ULVN WR EH ERUQH E\

DQ\ SURYLGHU LQ DQ\ PDUNHWSODFH�

7KH 57) DOVR UHFRPPHQGHG WKDW WKH IHGHUDO XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH IXQG EH VL]HG VR WKDW LW

�SUHVHQWV QR EDUULHUV WR LQYHVWPHQW LQ SODQW QHHGHG WR SURYLGH DFFHVV WR DGYDQFHG VHUYLFHV���

)XUWKHU� WKH 57) DGGHG WKDW VXSSRUWLQJ DGYDQFHG VHUYLFHV ZRXOG DOVR VXSSRUW DFFHVV WR

LQIRUPDWLRQ VHUYLFHV LQ UXUDO DUHDV DW D ELW SHU VHFRQG UDWH FRPSDUDEOH WR WKDW SURYLGHG LQ

XUEDQ DUHDV�� $OWKRXJK 6SULQW LV D SURSRQHQW RI WKH ZLGH DYDLODELOLW\ RI DGYDQFHG VHUYLFHV�

6SULQW PDLQWDLQV WKDW D VHUYLFH PXVW EH DGGHG WR WKH OLVW RI VHUYLFHV VXSSRUWHG E\ WKH IXQG

EHIRUH WKH FRVW RI SURYLGLQJ WKDW VHUYLFH LV LQFOXGHG LQ WKH IXQG� 6HFWLRQ ����E� RI WKH

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV $FW RI ����� DV DPHQGHG �WKH �$FW��� HVWDEOLVKHV SULQFLSOHV IRU WKH -RLQW

%RDUG DQG WKH &RPPLVVLRQ WR IROORZ LQ GHWHUPLQLQJ XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH SROLF\� +RZHYHU�

6HFWLRQ ����F� VHWV IRUWK WKH JXLGHOLQHV IRU WKH -RLQW %RDUG DQG WKH &RPPLVVLRQ WR IROORZ LQ

GHFLGLQJ ZKLFK VHUYLFHV DUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH� $OWKRXJK

6HFWLRQV ����E���� DQG ��� LQFOXGH DFFHVV WR DGYDQFHG VHUYLFHV DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ VHUYLFHV

DPRQJ WKH XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH SULQFLSOHV� WKH &RPPLVVLRQ PXVW ILUVW DGGUHVV WKH LVVXH RI

UHGHILQLQJ VXSSRUWHG VHUYLFHV� ,QFRUSRUDWLQJ WKH FRVWV RI WKHVH VHUYLFHV LQWR WKH IXQG SULRU WR

WKHLU DSSURYDO XQGHU 6HFWLRQ ����F� ZRXOG FRQVWLWXWH D VKRUW�FXW DURXQG WKH VHFWLRQ ���

SURFHVV� $ORQJ WKLV OLQH� 6SULQW DJUHHV ZLWK WKH 57)
V VWDWHPHQW WKDW WKH LQGH[HG FDS

�VKRXOG EH UHVL]HG ZKHQHYHU WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI VXSSRUWHG VHUYLFHV LV FKDQJHG���

/LNHZLVH� WKH �VDIHW\ QHW� DSSHDUV WR EH MXVW WKDW� D PHWKRG E\ ZKLFK RWKHU FDUULHUV

VXSSRUW D UXUDO FDUULHU
V EXVLQHVV GHFLVLRQ WR DGG SODQW� 7KH VDIHW\ QHW DGGLWLYH LV DSSOLHG
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ZKHUH WKH JURZWK LQ WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV SODQW LQ VHUYLFH SHU OLQH LV ��� KLJKHU WKDQ WKH

SUHYLRXV \HDU� 7KLV SODQW DGGLWLRQ LV QRW WLHG WR DQ\ SDUWLFXODU VHUYLFH DQG DV VXFK LV WUXO\ D

ZLOG FDUG� )XUWKHU� LI D FDUULHU TXDOLILHV IRU WKH VDIHW\ QHW DGGLWLYH LQ D JLYHQ \HDU� WKH DGGLWLYH

DOVR DSSOLHV IRU WKH IRXU VXFFHHGLQJ \HDUV UHJDUGOHVV RI ZKHWKHU WKH ��� FULWHULRQ LV PHW LQ

WKRVH \HDUV�� 6SULQW GRHV QRW EHOLHYH WKDW WKH VDIHW\ QHW SURYLGHV DGHTXDWH DVVXUDQFH WKDW

VXSSRUW SD\PHQWV ZLOO EH XVHG RQO\ IRU WKH IDFLOLWLHV DQG VHUYLFHV FRYHUHG E\ WKH IXQG� DV

UHTXLUHG E\ 6HFWLRQ ����H� RI WKH $FW� 7KHUHIRUH� 6SULQW RSSRVHV WKH VDIHW\ QHW SURSRVDO�

)LQDOO\� 6SULQW DJUHHV ZLWK WKH FRQFHSW WKDW DQ DGMXVWPHQW FRXOG EH PDGH� ZLWKLQ

FHUWDLQ OLPLWV� WR D UXUDO FDUULHU
V IXQGLQJ IROORZLQJ LWV DFTXLVLWLRQ RI DQ H[FKDQJH E\ VDOH RU

PHUJHU� NQRZQ DV WKH �VDIHW\ YDOYH��� 7KH HIIHFW RI DFTXLULQJ DQ H[FKDQJH VKRXOG QRW RQO\

KDYH WKH SRWHQWLDO HIIHFW RI LQFUHDVLQJ XQLYHUVDO VHUYLFH VXSSRUW� EXW VKRXOG DOVR EH DOORZHG

WR GHFUHDVH VXFK VXSSRUW EDVHG RQ WKH FRVW RI SURYLGLQJ WKH VXSSRUWHG VHUYLFHV LQ WKH

DFTXLUHG H[FKDQJH�

5HVSHFWIXOO\ VXEPLWWHG�
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

,� -R\FH :DONHU� KHUHE\ FHUWLI\ WKDW , KDYH RQ WKLV ��WK GD\ RI )HEUXDU\ ����� VHUYHG
YLD 8�6� )LUVW &ODVV 0DLO� SRVWDJH SUHSDLG� RU +DQG 'HOLYHU\� D FRS\ RI WKH IRUHJRLQJ
´&RPPHQWV RI 6SULQW &RUSRUDWLRQµ LQ WKH 0DWWHU RI )HGHUDO�6WDWH -RLQW %RDUG RQ 8QLYHUVDO
6HUYLFH� && 'RFNHW 1R� ������ ILOHG WKLV GDWH ZLWK WKH 6HFUHWDU\� )HGHUDO &RPPXQLFDWLRQV
&RPPLVVLRQ� WR WKH SHUVRQV RQ WKH DWWDFKHG VHUYLFH OLVW�
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Michael Powell, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-A204
45-12th Street SW
Washington,  DC  20554

Harold Furchtgott-Roth,
Commissioner
Federal Communications
Commission
Room 8-A302
445-12th Street SW
Washington,  DC 20554

Gloria Tristani, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-C302
445-12th Street SW
Washington,  DC  20554

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications
Commission
Room 8-B115
445-12th Street SW
Washington,  DC 20554

ITS
The Portals
445 12th Street SW Room CY-B400
Washington,  D.C.  20036

Chairman Patrick H. Woods, III
Texas Public Utilities Commission
1701 North Congress Ave
PB Box 13326
Austin,  TX  78711-3326

Commissioner Laska Schoenfelder
South Dakota Public Utilities
Commission
State Capitol
500 East Capitol Street
Pierre, SD  57501-5070

Commissioner Bob Rowe
Montana Public Service
Commission
1701 Prospect Ave
P.O. Box 202601
Helena,  MT  59620-2601

Martha Hogerty
Missouri Office of Public Counsel
301 West High Street, Suite 250
Truman Bldg
PO Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO  65102

Comissioner Nanette Thompson
Regulatory Commissioner of
Alaska
1016 West Sixth Avenue,  Suite
400
Anchorage,  AK  99501-1693

Joel Ader
Telecordia Technologies
710 L’Enfant Plaza S.W.,
Promenade Level, East Building
Washington,  D.C.  20024


