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~: RECEiV~
Bcc: coIodzirtOumd5.umd.edu (Louise CoIodzin)

Attached: FEB 2 8 lOO1

Commission I S Secretary
Magalia Roman Sellas
Office of tM sec...... 'I fCC

from: LGuise CoIodzin, Audiologist
MOfttgDlMry County Public: Schools,MaryIand

Subject: ETbocket No.00-221 - Reallocation of tM 216-217MHz
- COMMENTS

I (1ft writing to ..... my concern and dismay at tM fCC po1antiaI intent to auction
off fM~y bands 216-217MHz which haw been allocated specifically for the
use of fM Auditory SysNms and GlSis'tM devices.

As At.dology CoordinCltor for the Deaf 4 Hard of Hearing Program, Montgomery
County Public Schools in Maryland, I use fM Auditory Systelns for 3!50+~
iInpcIiNrI students in schools and hOIMS throughout the !500 square mile County. The
fNCfUIIICia used for these systems ere plredoIninantty in the 216-217MHz range for
childrwt that range in .. from 2 months to 21 years with~ losses that range
in c:IegNe from mild to profound. These children use this specialized equipment to
maxitnfze their residual hearing by enhancing the auditory signal. By doing this,
child... who ha., for the most pert, newr heard before can receive a clear speech
signal unaffected by badcground and interfering sounds, poor room acoustics and
c:Iistanea from the teacher/talw which en factors which affect how _II an~
hears (or eJoesnlt hear). In a major way,u. of fM Auditory Systems by hearing
impoi.... infClftts and children facilitates their ability to Iecrn to speak, to team
Iangu., and to I.-n in generol. It is a tool that is critical to their educational
pI"OgIWII and their ability to learn to communicate.

During the past ,..., MorrtgoIMry County Schools has purchased new fM Auditory
SysteMs to ,..,aac. older equipnent. A major NGSOft for replacing the deWca was
because of the interferwtee _ were experiencing on the frequency bands used by
the oldr fM Systems. A case in point was a situation at an elementary school for
muttihcMdicapped children (SNphen Knotls) in Wheaton, Maryland. There was so
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much irrtermittent but recunoent interference, that NgCI'CI1ess of the fNqUenCiu I
tried, I could not find one consistently free of interfCl"'enCe. I had tv terminate
using FM Systems at that school because it was too ctJflfusing for the students.

I would hope this type of situation does not recur again. In pul'Chasing the new
S~s, I was asatred that the frequency bands used were
dediceted tv FM Auditory Systems and other cu:litory assis'tiw technology.
If the FCC proceeds with the caJction of these frequencies, this will clearly not be
the CCBe.

PIftw. on behalf of h..-ing impaired infants, children and all hearing
impand people as well as for professionals like myself whose goal it is to help
facilitClte p.nlollS with ...·ilg loss becoming contributing members of society,
f'fICOIJIIidr this p/tM. /)P tlt!tgo ftJrth with the quctipning tJf 1'INP ffYllllltltlCia to
CI1lfl~_ l/W'$.

Your positiw consideration of this appeal will be greatly cwreeicrtion.
R~C"=TV·· ~LJ'-.. \...~ '~_a f-

Louise Colodzin, MAIMBA
Audiotogist, CCC-A, FAAA FEB 2 8 2001
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E-Mail: CoIodzin4tVMD!5.UMD.EDlJ
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