
March 5,2001

Dear Sirs:
DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

RECEIVED

MAR 13 Z001

FCC MAiL ftQOW

Request for Review by Ouray School District R-l of Decision
of Universal Service Administrator.

FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96~/

Enclosed are our statements, relevant materials and
documentation. Unfortunately, the SLD would not provide a
copy of the Block 6 of our 471 application 183662. They have
the original and only copy of the document in question. On
March 5, I requested this copy and was told they would get
back to me tbat day witb a response. I indicated that the FCC
required documentation and relevant materials for an appeal
and that I needed this paper. As of March 8, they have not
responded, so I am sending this without that sheet. It can be
viewed online, but will not show our authorized signature with
the date in question.

Ouray School District R-l
Billed entity number: 142439
471 Application Number: 183662
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llray School District R-l
p.o. Bmc N 400 7th Avenue
Ouray. Colorado 81427

To Whom it May Concern:

RECEIVED

MAR 132001

FCC MAIL ftOO~~'

We, the Ouray School District R-l, wish to appeal the SLD decision of February 27,2001
regarding our 471 application 183662. We filed our 470 form on December 17, 1999, waited
the 28 days necessary before filing our 471 application. It was filed online with the SLD on
January 17,2000- a full three days after the required 28-day waiting period was over. We
mailed our Block 6 segment Federal Express the next day, to ensure its arrival by the
January 19 deadline(see Fed Ex receipt). The only thing wrong with our entire 471 form
was that on the Block 6 sheet the date listed by our superintendent was January 12. Heidi
McDuffie is our superintendent and our authorized signature person, but she is not aware
of the intricate details of the e-rate process. She was physically out of town during the
possible filing days of January 14-19 and was asked for her signature prior to her
departure.

A letter from the SLD dated December 10, 1999 states that the" SLD requires that you wait
28 days before filing Form 471." We did. We did not jeopardize any service providers or the
competitive bidding process by Mrs. McDuffie's inadvertent error in the dating. This is not,
in our mind, an error that merits receiving no reimbursement for the monies our district
has already expended.

We hope you will understand the problem and its minuteness in the larger scope of things.
The E-rate funding for schools was created to help improve technology resources. We are a
K-12 school and district and have relied on the fact that these federal funds will be
dispersed. The amount of time it takes by a full-time teacher to apply each year for e-rate
funds is incredible. We waited over nine months to hear back from the SLD about our
appeal. The bureaucracy of this funding is difficult enough in itself, but to add the
additional task of correcting a tiny error is frustrating. Wouldn't it just have been easier to
have handled this small problem by directly discussing it with us in the first place?

In conclusion, we have complied with the correct procedures. We did not file early. Our
years one, two and four have all been accepted without any trouble. Please overturn the
SLD decision and let us continue the filing process for year three reimbursement. We need
these funds.

Sincerely, ~ J. k ,
-,/. rv~-

N~on
Ouray School contact person
Media Specialist

Re: Billed Entity number 142439
471 Application number 183662

Heidi McD.ffle S.perinlendenl and Higll Scllool Principal
Pllone (970) 325-4505 Fax (970) 325-7343

Dottie Miller Pre K - 8111 Grade Principal
E-Mail ostliiJo.ray.kJ2.co••s



IlrtlY Sclwol District R-l
P.O. Box N .fOO 7th A_e
0IIray, Colorado 81427

March 6, 2001

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am the authorized representative for the Ouray School District R-l and hope that you
will thoughtfully evaluate our situation and overturn our appeal to the SLD.

It was physically impossible for me to sign the 471 application on the date following the
2S-day window and preceding the deadline. I would have had to lie about the date, not
knowing that a two day difference ofthe signature would have such drastic consequences
ofour district losing all ofour E-rate funding for year 3.

Please look at the human side ofthis issue: the authorized person signed prior to her
leaving town. yet the application was turned in in a timely fashion. Please do not penalize
us based on such a minute technicality.

Siprrely• C~·«
k:i(£l [i l tJlliz..

Heidi McDuffie
Superintendent

Heidi McDlljJle SlIperllltelUlellt .IIdHigll Scltool Prillcipfll Dottie Miller Pre K - 8tll Gnu/e Prillciplll
Pllolle (970) 325-4505 FIIX (970) 325-7343 E-Mflil ostl..ii)ouTIJY.k12.co.lIs
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

Administrator's Decision on Appeal- Funding Year 2000-2001

February 27, 2001

NanCy\\.:xon, Heidi McDuffie
Ourayt"hool District R-l
P.O. Box N 400 7th Avenue
Ouray, Colorado 81427

Re: Billed Entity Number:
471 Application Number:
Funding Request Number(s):
Your Correspondence Dated:

142439
183662
380457, 380533, 380884 380965 & 392056
May 16,2000

380457,380533,380884380965 & 392056
Denied in full

After thorough review and investigation ofall relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division ("SLD") of the Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC") has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD's Year Three Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD's
decision. The date of this letter begins the 30-day time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC"). If your letter ofappeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Funding Request Number:
Decision on Appeal:
Explanation:
• On appeal, you contended that the aPJ'lication was inadvertently dated and signed

with the incorrect date ofJanuary 12 instead of the 14th
• You are asking SLD to

approve your funding request, even though you signed and/or submitted your Form
471 prior to the expiration of the 28-day posting period.

• Your Form 470 (Application Number: 684680000278504) was posted on December
17,2000. In your Form 470 Receipt Notification Letter, SLD notified"'you.."that that
the earliest date upon which you could sign and submit your Form 471 was january
14,2000. You have not claimed that this Fonn 471 relates to a different Fonn 470
other than the Form 470 indicated above. Consequently, SLD denies your appeal
because your application did not comply with the competitive bidding requirement
that your Form 470 be posted on the website for 28 days prior to your signing and/or
submitting your Form 471.

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: hftpYIwww.sl.universalservice.org



• Please note that FCC rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms
470 received be posted on the website for 28 days, and that applicants carefully
consider all bids received before selecting a vendor, entering into an agreement or
signing a contract, and signing and submitting a Form 471. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.504,
54.511(a), (c). FCC rules further require that the Administrator send the applicant a
confirmation when the Form 470 has been posted, and inform the applicant of the
date after which the applicant may sign a contract with the vendor it selects. See 47
C.F.R. § 54.504(b)(4). These competitive bidding requirements help ensure that
applicants receive the lowest pre-discount price from vendors. See Federal-State
Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Order on Reconsideration,
12 FCC Rcd 10095, 10098 ~ 9 (1997).

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission, Office of the Secretary, 445 12th

Street, SW, Room TW-A325, Washington, DC 20554. Please reference CC Docket Nos.
96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal. Before preparing and submitting your
appeal, please be sure to review the FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of an
Administrator's Decision, which are posted on the website at <www.universalservice.org
You must file your appeal with the FCC no later than 30 days from the date on this
letter for your appeal to be filed in a timely fashion.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Visit us online at: hltp:llwww.sl.universalservice.org



USAC
UNIVERSAL SERVICE
ADMINISTRATIVE CO.

OURAY SCHOOL DISTRICT R 1
Nancy Nixon
Box 305
Ouray, CO 81427-0305

SCHOOLS AND UBRARIES DIVISION
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit

100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

January 27, 2000

FCC Form 471 RECEIPT ACKNOWLEDGMENT LETTER TO APPLICANT
Re: Form 471 Application Number 183662

Funding Year 07/01/2000 - 06/30/2001 - Program Year 3
Applicant's Form Identifier: 471-3
Billed Entity Number 142439

NOTICE: This notification is an acknowledgment of RECEIPT and SUCCESSFUL DATA ENTRY
of your FCC Form 471, Services Ordered and Certification Form, reflecting
$51,830.00 in total program year pre-discount costs for services.

This letter does NOT contain any decisions concerning your requests for discounts.

Please keep this letter for your records. The Form 471 application number cited
above is critical for you to link your application to future Schools and Libraries
Division (SLD) communications.

Please be advised that your Form 471 was officially received by the SLD on
01/18/2000 and successfully entered into our data system. In addition, we
have received the Certification for the Form 471 and the other required
documentation. We have entered this Certification into our processing system.
SLD's Program Integrity Assurance (PIA) Team will now review your application for
compliance With program rUles. Once the review of your application has been
completed, you will receive a separate Funding Commitment Decisions Letter which
informs you of the disposition of your application. Until you receive a Funding
Commitment Decisions Letter from the SLD, you cannot assume that you will receive
the discounts for which you are applying.

Your application will be considered within the application filing window wherein
all applications Which meet the Minimum Processing Standards are treated as though
they were received on the same day.

HOW TO USE THIS 471 RECEIPT ACKNOWLEDGMENT LETTER TO CORRECT INFORMATION ON YOUR
FORM 471 (ACT WITHIN 2 WEEKSl)

If you find data entry errors on this letter, or you previously identified
errors on your Form 471, these can be corrected using this Form 471 Receipt
Acknowledgment Letter. Examples of the errors that can be corrected are:

* Block 1 information (such as contact person or street address);
* Reductions to BlOCK 5 Funding Requests;
* SPIN is incorrect because of a data entry error or because the company has

mer"ged With or been acquired by another company (Requests to change service
providers for other reasons cannot be accommodated through the Receipt
Acknowledgment Process.);

t If on your Form 471 you incorrectly combined or "bundled" into one Funding
Request Number (FRN) two or more services from different service providers
(for example, local phone service from one company and long distance service
from another) or from different eligible service categories (such as internal
connections and Internet access), you may request us to "split" or "unbundle"
the FRN.

NOTE: The total dollar amount represented by the newly divided FRN must not exceed
the amount you requested for the original combined FRN. On the photocopy of your

ooa"·M -vvv-oooos



Funding Request Number: 380457
SPIN: 143010402 Service Provider Name: Convergent Communications Services, Inc.
Services Ordered: Telc Svc(s)
Pre-discount Cost: $4,200.00
Discount Percentage: 56%

F'unding Request Numoer: 380533
SPIN: 143000336 Service Provider Name: Durango Cellular Telephone Company, Inc.
Services Ordered: Telc Svc(s)
Pre-discount Cost: $4,800.00
Discount Percentage: 56%

FundIng Request Numoer: 380884
SPIN: 143004991 Service Provider Name: Gateway 2000 Major Accounts, Inc.
Services Ordered: Intr Con
Pre-discount Cost: $5,000.00
Discount Percentage: 56%

F'und~ng Request Number: 380965
SPIN: 143005231 Service Provider Name: U S West
Services Ordered: Telc Svc(s)
Pre-discount Cost: $24,000.00
Discount Percentage: 56%

F'und~ng Request Number: 392056
SPIN: 143004369 Service Provider Name: Application Consultants, Inc.
Services Ordered: Intr Con
Pre-discount Cost: $13,830.00
Discount Percentage: 56%

/11
f /' 1tt~
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form 471 Application Number: 183662

Funding Request Number: 380457 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 143010402 Service Provider Name: Convergent Communications Services, Inc.
Contract Number: T
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Services
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000
contract Expiration Date: N/A
Billing Account Number: N/A
Pre-Discount Amount: $4,200.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Decision: $0.00 - 28 Day Waiting Period Violated
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the
posting of the Form 470 to the SLD Web Site.

Funding Request Number: 380533 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 143000336 Service Provider Name: Durango Cellular Telephone Company, Inc. dt
Contract Number: T
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Services
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000
Contract Expiration Date: N/A
Billing Account Number: N/A
Pre-Discount Amount: $4,800.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Decision: $0.00 - 28 Day Waiting Period Violated
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the
posting of the Form 470 to the SLD Web Site.

Funding Request Number: 380884 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 143004991 Service Provider Name: Gateway 2000 Major Accounts, Inc.
contract Number:
Services Ordered: Internal Connections
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000
Contract Expiration Date: N/A
Billing Account Number: N/A
Pre-Discount Amount: $5,000.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Decision: $0.00 - 28 Day Waiting Period Violated
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the
posting of the Form 470 to the SLD Web Site.

Funding Request Number: 380965 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 143005231 Service Provider Name: U S West Communications, Inc.
Contract Number: T
Services Ordered: Telecommunications Services
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000
Contract Expiration Date: N/A
Billing Account Number:. N/A
Pre-Discount Amount: $24,000.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Decision: $0.00 - 28 Day Waiting Period Violated
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the
posting of the Form 470 to the SLD Web Site.

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC
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FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Form 471 Application Number: 183662

Funding Request Number: 392056 Funding Status: Not Funded
SPIN: 143004369 Service Provider Name: Application Consultants, Inc.
Contract Number:
Services Ordered: Internal Connections
Earliest Possible Effective Date of Discount: 07/01/2000
Contract Expiration Date: N/A
Billing Account Number: N/A
Pre-Discount Amount: $13,830.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the SLD: N/A
Funding Commitment Decision: $0.00 - 28 Day Waiting Period Violated
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: The Form 471 application was signed and/or
sUbmitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the
posting of the Form 470 to the SLD Web Site.

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 6 of 6 04/28/200


