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Administration Building

Applicant Name: Grand Island Public Schools
Application Numbe~ 172421
BillcdEntity Num 138718
FJUN: 372002
Reason for Letter: Appeal ','o.

J am ab~o dim;ting this letter to the Federal Communications Commission citing CC Docket Nosyr.
96-45 and 97-21;-1 ~
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To Whom It May Concern: • f r·o
•• ,. ~. ~ t1

, . t, ~.'~.

I am writing/Cgarding Year 3 Universw Service Funding requests, specifically application *172421'. :;;. f
Please note etur district infonnation below. I am responding to "Administrator's Decision on ' •
Appeal- Fudding Year 2000-2001" dated February 14,2001.

March 6, 2001
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MAR 1 4 2001 :. ~ -~

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINA~chool District of Grand Island

$33,829.$6

$6,300.'-0,:.' ..

• Annual pre-discount amount for eligible Iccurring charges·
*T-1 and S6K data line charges

• Annual pre-discount amount for eligible ene-time chargCS#
#Router maintenance charges .r-~,,~;;

After visiting witliUSF personnel, I understand that Jisting the router maintenance on this , ~] .." ~;.
application movcd me applicalion from Intt:met Access to Internal Connections. Tunderstand that
due to the large number of funding requests, Internal Connections will not be funded this year. I
also undel'ltand that according to your guidelines, changes cannot be made to thc 471 once it has
been filed. I do nOl consider disregatrding the Internal Connections portion of the application to be
a change. Page 5 of the Fonn 471 filing in,8tructions indicates:

On February 14,2001, a letter was mailed to the School Disblcr of Grand Island indicaling that out . ' ~.! .~:
Universal Service Funding request for reimbursement of frame relay charges and router .i ; : : ~; '.~, t ~i'
maintenance charges was denied in full. I am writing to appeal this decision. . ; ~

The charges listed on the application include:
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(308) 385-5900 • phone .

(308) 3R5-5976 - t'u
shurch@csuIO.url .

Sue Burch
Direcror of Instructional Technology

As lhe billed entityfor services requesred on one or more Fonn.'i 470. you may combine J'ervice~'

reque,'ited on multiple Forms 470 into olle Form 471, or you may file a corre~p()ndillg Fonn 471
for each Fonn 470filed on your behalf .,'

~pp~tly. the current interpretation of SLC guidelines is cunlriUy to my inter\n-etln of ~'fii' .. ;
Instructions. ThC?se of us ~ho chose to be efficient with. our time and file both charges on the- "'.
form are now bemg penalized because Internal Connections are not being funded this year. .
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123 Soulh Webb RUMd
1'. O. Box 4904
Grand Island. Nt! 68802-4904
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In order to provide a broader picture of the Universal Service Fund filing process from the
perspective of a large district. I have outlined the [asks and associated time commitments that I have
experienced with the Year 3 funding cycle. Thus far, in order to apply for the Year 3 funding cycle,
J have done the following.
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Rarimaled Byrden HOWl
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• Posted Form 470 12780400002802J9
• Posted form 470 1581030000280125
• Posted form 470 t693430000279846
• Posted Form 470 .704030000280065
• PQIted PcIm 470 "1874000027997
• Pdlled Falm 471'173092
• Posted Form 471 '172702
• PUIoitcdForm 471'172568
• Posted Fonn 471 .17242J
• Posted Form 471 .170713
• I;axed note ofclarification regarding exi..1enCe of

WAlnut Middle School. Alternative Middle School.
and Conne1l Building

• Faxed note of clarification Tegudin; Prosreas Scbool
• Faxed note of claritiCllion Alternative Middle School

and LiDcoID EIemeaIary
• Fucd note ofclarification for Funn 47 J '1707J3
• Paxed DOte of clariticatioD for Form 411'112421
• Faxed note of clarification for Form 471 'J'72S68
• Faxed note of clarification for Form 47J .172702
• Faxed letter of appeal for Form 471 '112421
• P.mailed further clarjfK:8tion for Porm 471 #172421
• FlU. second. letter of appeal for Form 471 .172421
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• At the present time, we have received notification that one of our five funding requests has been
accepted. Form 471 11170713 regarding district phone charges was funded for 522,637.02. The
other four appHcations have been denied in fulJ.

• With an additional 10-12 hours, J could have easily filed the router maintenance portion ofPonn ~)11,(.,;\'t~,-
471 ~172421 0':' 5CJ?arate ~onn 47~ ~d 471 aPl!lications. Either my time efficiency or the~~., '. :?{;-;
SLC Interpretation IS costing my distrtct approxImately $27,690.00. '....~.;

"'. .~ j:.t'i
1bis is nO[ my first fn1s\nlting experience with this process. I can say with great eeTtainty that 1 aii~~-:; '. ..},·~,tt ~ 
not alone in my frustrations. The entire Universal Service Fund application process from Year 1 :; '.t. tfi,;.·;~.;;
fOIWard has been confusing. inconsistent, and eJiltremely labor intensive. At the present rime. I have ': :. . .
2 three-ring bindCl'B containing my documents from Years 1-4 applications. jo:

123 Sourh Webb Road
P. O. Bo~ 49<M
Orand Illanci, NE 68802-4904

Sue Burch
Director 01 Instruclumal Technology
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I strongly suspect that the current manner of administerini the Univcrsal Service Fundingpro~'; ;:·,t.l·,
is a far cry from what the originators envisioned.. Unfortunately, due to the complexity of the . , t~' ;'.
application process, many districts within our state are no longer Working with the program. The . I '

excessive paperwork and immense time commitment may necessitate oW' district contracting with a
service company La complete and monitor our Universal Service Fund applications. Isn't it
unfonunutQ IbDt tho his!'dc~ ofbU1'CQuct'QC:y will in fACt cost achoola nlC1n~)', lc1l1J~l lJuUllWlviul'
them public moniea as intended?
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In dnlline, Twnnlrl n~. $leA;" A~1r .h~t ynn .,..,..nnClitf,.,. th,. C!r~nlC! nf' J:QI"TT\ 471 4I172A21. I e.Ji.".
we have followed the rules as we havc known them.

xy~
Sue Burch
123 South Webb Road, Box 4904
Grand Island. NE 68802-4904
Phone· 308 385-5900
Fax - 308 385-5976
sburch@esulO.org
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Leuer of Appeal
Schools and Ubraries Division
Box 125 - Conespondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 - 11th Street, S.W.
Room TW-A32S
Wuhington, DC 20554

Julie Brooker
Seaator Chuck Hagel's Office
4009 Sixth Avenue
Kcamcy, NE 68845

Bruce Reikcl'
Senalor Tom Osborne's Office
819 North Diers
Suite 3
Grand Island. NE 68803

cc:

Alan Wibbels, MediaITcchnology :)ircctor
ESU_tO
Box 850
Kearney, NE 68848
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J23 South Webb Road
P. O. Box 4904-
Gnln~ Island. NE 68102-4904

Sue Burch
DiIYCtor ~l Instr~tio,",l TechnoluKY

(308) 385-5900 • phone 7 .. ~

(308) 385-5976 • tax ~ .,j~: ;.
lbun:b@csulct".'1l1:
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Dr. Steve Joel. Superintendent
SchOol Dittnct ofOrand Island
Box 4904'
Grand Island. NE 68802-4904

Mr. Virgil Harden, Director of BuliDCII
School District of Orand Island '
Box 4904
Orand Island. NE 688024904
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123 Sourh Webb Road
P. O. BOA 4904
Orand J"Iand. NB 68802...904

Su~Burch
Di'.C:lor of IJVtructioMl Technolo&JI

(308) 385.5900 - phono
(308) 385.5976 - fax

IIburch@eluIO.org


