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Re: Common Carrier Bureau Seeks Comment olthe Requests/i)r Emergency Temporary
Reliefo(lhe Minnesota CLEC Consortium and the Rural/ndependent Competitive
Alliance Enjoining AT& T Corp/iJl' Discontinuing Pending Final Deci."o'ion, DA 00­
1067, May 15,2000: Common ('wTier Bureau Seeks Additional ('omments on h"sues
Related to ('LEe Access Charge Refhrm, CC Docket No. 96-262,JDecember 7, 2000.
Ex Parte Meeting

Dear Ms. Salas:

On March 26, 200 L John Kuykendall of Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP and Ron Strecker and
Robert Thrasher of Panhandle Telephone met with Jordan Goldstein of the Office of Commissioner
Susan Ness to discuss the Rural Independent Competitive Alliance's ("RICA's") pending Emergency
Petition for Relief tiled February 18,2000 and comments tiled in response to the Commission's
request for additional comments on issues related to CLEC access charge reform (Public Notice, DA
00-2751. reI. Dec. 12.2000).

The discussion included informing the Mr. Goldstein of RICA's concern that the Emergency
Petition has not yet been acted upon by the Commission and that the Commission's delay perpetuates
the harm that \vas referenced in the petition as well as discouraging competition in rural markets. The
discussion also included informing Mr. Goldstein of the need for a benchmark approach to CLEC
interstate access charges as \Veil as an explanation of RICA's proposal for a rural benchmark (see
attached summary).

In addition, the RICA representatives provided Mr. Goldstein with a copy of a letter sent by
AT&T to a RICA member dated March 13.2001 (see attached letter).

Please contact me if there are any questions regarding this matter.
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Rl'RAL I:"iDEPE:"iDENT CO:\IPETITIVE ALLL\.:"iCE
March 2001

RICA is eompo"l'<t of Compl'titiH' Local Exchange Carriers (CLEes) affiliated ",ith rural
telephone companies.

• RICA tnt:tnbt:rs bring modt:rn communications and information st:r\ict:s to rural areas
prc\inllc;ly neglected hy large incumhent carriers.

RIC,\. IllL'mbcr:; C,)llLCl1lr~ilL I..'n Lh:iliti,,::s-Dascd compdition tl' ~:ssure the !11()st efficient
and dtt:Cli\ e It:chno[ogy is deployed.

Expansion, or enn continuation of these public benefits is not possible if interexchange
carriers such are allowed to unilateralh withdraw long distance sen'ice from rural CLEC
subscribers if they determine that the CLEC's access rates are aboye the level of the large
incumbents.

• RICA memhers compete with large incumbent LECs \vhose prices benetit from both
;l\craging \\ith urban areas and from a lack of current investment in rural areas.

• RI C A members have generally priced access at levels comparable to their affiliarcd rural
telephone companies. Larger companies with which they compete have lov,;er access
rates because of their ability to spread the higher cost of serving rural areas with their
lower cost urban base.

Discontinuance of service bv interexchange carriers violates the Communications Act in
the following ways:
• is contrary to the requirement to obtain authority under Section 214(a) to discontinue

sen ice:
is cont;'c.ry to its duty to ime;:::o:in~ct in Sectic'r\s 201 (a) ano. :2 51 (a):
1.5 arljL~stly discri::;.in~tcr: .. i:-: \-ic!~tion of Section ']()'](a): Clnd

• is inconsistent with its o'.m taritTs in violation of Section 203(c).

To maintain the status quo pending the resolution of the FCC's rulemaking proceeding
regarding access charge reform, RICA filed a Request for Emergencv Relief on Februarv
18,2000. The period for public comment ended June 29,2000. The Commission has vet to
act on RICA's EmergencY Petition. The FCC's failure to act has caused irreparable harm:
• it has permitted A.T&T to continue to discontinue st:r\ice:
• it has permitted both A.T&T and Sprint to continue to refuse to pay for services rendered:

and
• it has prompted se\'eral RICA members to postpone or cancel plans of expansion into

other rural communities.



To ensure that rural CLECs are able to sun'he and grow, a "rural benchmark" approach
to CLEC access rates must be adopted
• Although market solutions are preferable to regulation. a benchmark approach to CLEC

• The benchmark approach must contain a separate ""rural benchmark" due to the
higher costs incurred when serving rural areas.

• RICA has provided the FCC vvith a proposed "rural benchmark" that both ensures that
CLFCs operating in rur:::l are~lS are ahle to provide quality telecommunications services
to a:'':~1S tr;.::ditic!1::t!ly poc'r!;. scncd by the large fIFC and ensures that a small CLEC
IUl-'uted in a major urban area \\uulJ nut receive tl1..: exemption,

• kll.A has proposed the average l','ECA rate as the "rural bendlJllark"

RICA urges the adoption of its proposed "rural benchmark" for CLEC access rates and an
emphatic declaration that interexchange carriers must interconnect ""ith all CLECs



Board Members the Rural Independent Competitive Alliance

G':lT) Alh.kr:::.on. Pr.:sid.:nt
~Iid-I{ivers lelephone Cooperative
Circle. rvlontana

Rick Vergin. Vic.: President
ere Telcom. Inc.
Dallas. Wisconsin

Gene South. Secretary/Treasurer
Lakedale Link
Annandale. \finnesota

Ron McCue

Silver Star Communications

Freedom, \Vyoming

Bill Rohde
~Iark Twain Communications Company
Hurdland. Missouri

O,wid L. Schmidt
Heart of Iowa Communications. Inc.
Union. Iowa

Richard K. Veach
High Plains Teb.:ommunicatiuns. Inc.
Ulysses. Kansas

Tar) Wegener
Forest City Telecom. Inc.
Lake Mills. Iowa

Jimmy White
XIT Communications
Dalhart. Texas

Karen Zimmerman
Cumby Telephone Cooperati\·e. Inc.

Cumby. Texas

Ron Strecker
Panhandle Telecommunication Systems, Inc.
Guymon. Oklahoma

Paul Schuetzler
Consolidated Communications Network
Did.enson. North Dakota
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AT&T Cor;:. ("AT&T") has le:!:;~cd d:at has started or may soon
s'::"::2fe:~:::'; ~s a c~rr:.;:-::i:i·..e !ocal excbnge carrier!n one orm~re tna!ke:s. Tn connection with ~••••
.;:ro', iSle!: ~f locll e:<c:'~:1ge s~;,·... ices. C'.1s:omers ~ay w:ar.t access to AT&T's long distance network.

3e::::;re authorizing'-to pre-subscribe its local customers to AT&T's services or otherwise reach
AT&:.1's ne:'Norl<, AT&T must :ssue an Access SerVice Request ("ASK') to -. AT&T will cor issue an
ASR to _ unless ar:d until AT&T and sign a satisfactory written agreement for switched access
servicesan~ &~m121e.!ed AT&T's access supplier set-up process, including establishlng Customer
A:count R~ xc ange ("CM ' and bill processing capabilities. Absent an ASR, AT&T will not pay any
originating,or terminating switched a ess charges for whicir may attempt to bilI AT&T.

In ro ('f~ • • ns on a switched access services agreement, please sign the enclosed
Confidentiality and Pre-Ne~otiation Agreemeot and return it to me. AT&T's participation and w~ess to
engage in ~scussions with about a switcbed access services agreement are not to be considered an order,
acceptance or pw-chase of originating and/or terminating switched access services from•••

Unless and until a satisfactory switched access services agreement is signed and_me~[S the
requireme:ltS for the issuance of an ASR,~ sbo.uld not route',any traffic to AT&T's network, including, but
not limited to, 0+,1"-,500"',700+, gyy+, 900- or AT&T.associated JO·IO~x.xx o-affic, and should not complete
3o.- J" I"~", -,-'n·-;nJ- <:",.,.. A'" ~.""'. ne~"or" .t. •• "~e ;"-~r:..Je..l ~.,.,••" 1' ''''''." """1,,,,,,,.. c"··,., ..,, M"r.."v....J. ..~... l. ... l.ll. 4 .....,1,:;, ..... u........ J.';":" .. ;) l ,,0 ...... u..."'",1Ol.- .u.1......... \".. ... Jo'-''' ~ • ~ ... ", ........."' ... .-'O-'• .:a .. ;,.;...;;1._ __ ... _ ......... -..,\..: ,

do not presubscribe any of b local exchar.ge customers to AT&T's inrerexchange services unless and until
AT&T provides _ with authorization to do so,

I;,)..;;" forv.a;d :0 reac:,:ng .::l0SJ.r; CT. ;l ~witchd access agreemcr:t wIth.- once !he CC:1fidenriality
and Pre-Neg'J"!~rio!lAgreemenr is signed. I.n the meantime, please call me ifyou have any questions.

Very truly yours,

D:£~::: 1-1.rf~
cc: Bri an \-foore

WiIliam Taggart


