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To: Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

REPLY COMMENTS

Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast (Blooston) on behalf of its clients

providing cellular, Personal Communications Service (PCS) and Specialized Mobile Radio

Service (SMR), hereby submits reply comments in the above-captioned matter.  The City of

Richardson had asked the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (Bureau) to clarify that a Public

Safety Answering Point (PSAP) has made a “valid request” for Phase II Enhanced 911 (E911)

services if it makes such request prior to that PSAP’s readiness to utilize the information.

The majority of the filed comments oppose the City of Richardson’s request, observing

that the Commission clearly intended for carriers’ obligations to attach only after the PSAP had

implemented the capability to utilize Phase II information.1  Some suggested that that the request

                                               
1 See, Comments of US Cellular Corporation (USCC), p.2; Western Wireless Corporation
(Western Wireless), p.2; Cellular Telecommunications & Internet Association (CTIA), p. 3;
Sprint Spectrum L.P., d/b/a Sprint PCS (Sprint PCS), p. 3; Verizon Wireless, p. 3; Cingular
Wireless LLC (Cingular), p.2.
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could not be granted without a substantive rule change, which would require notice and comment

under the Administrative Procedures Act.2

Several noted that, rather than speed the roll-out of E911 service, a grant of Richardson’s

request would delay it.3  These carriers indicated that they would not be able to respond equally

to all requests, and would have to prioritize.  This prioritization would inevitably result in the

carrier deploying E911 where the PSAP was unable to take advantage of it, while an E911-ready

PSAP would be forced to wait for service.

Blooston agrees with these points.  Under the Commission’s rules, a carrier deploying a

network-based E911 system is obligated to provide Automatic Location Identification (ALI)

service to at least 50% of callers within six months of the PSAP request for service.4  Under

Richardson’s interpretation, it would be quite possible for the carrier to be required, legally, to

proceed with ALI in half of its service area, even if the PSAP then took no steps to be actually

capable of utilizing the carrier’s expensive implementation of a Phase II solution.

Other comments agreed with Blooston’s support for cooperation between the carriers and

the PSAPs.  VoiceStream Wireless Corporation (VoiceStream) makes the useful suggestion that

a PSAP contact the relevant carriers when it has executed an equipment contract to implement

Phase II capability.  VoiceStream comments, pp. 17-18.  Qwest Wireless, LLC (Qwest

Wireless), pointed out that, “most wireless carriers, including Qwest Wireless, already consider

an initial letter request for Phase I or Phase II as a request to begin negotiations and the exchange

of information with PSAPs.” Qwest Wireless comments, page 5.  Verizon Wireless says

substantially the same thing, “Verizon Wireless, like all carriers, treats an initial Phase I or Phase

                                               
2  See, Comments of USSC, p. 4; Cingular, p.4.
3  See, Comments of Verizon, p. 8; Sprint PCS, p. 5.
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II letter as a request to begin negotiations for a long-term service agreement and to begin

coordinating efforts with the PSAPs and sharing technical and, if necessary, financial

information needed for such an agreement.” Verizon Wireless comments, pages 8-9.

Again, while Blooston respects Richardson’s desire to implement Phase II E911 service

as expeditiously as possible, the Commission considered the very question for which they have

requested clarification, and rejected the conclusion that Richardson would have the Bureau

reach.  In addition, it appears from the record that the carriers are honoring early requests for

Phase II E911 service to the best of their ability.  Blooston respectfully requests that the Wireless

Telecommunications Bureau deny Richardson’s request and permit individual carriers to

negotiate the Phase II E911 implementation schedule with each individual PSAP.

Respectfully Submitted,

By ___/S/__________________________
John A. Prendergast
Kathleen A. Kaercher
Blooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens, Duffy & Prendergast
2120 L Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037
(202) 659-0830

Dated: May 3, 2001

                                                                                                                                                      
4 Or by October 1, 2001, whichever is later.  See, 47 C.F.R. §20.18(f).
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445 12th Street, SW, Room 3-C252
Washington, DC 20554

Wendy Austrie*
Policy Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 3-B101
Washington, DC 20554
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room CY-B400
Washington, DC 20554

Brian T. O’Connor, Vice President
VoiceStream Wireless Corporation
401 9th Street, N.W., Suite 550
Washington, DC  20004

John T. Scott, III
Verizon Wireless
1300 I Street, N.W., Suite 400W

Washington, DC  20005

Luisa L. Lancetti, Vice President
Sprint Spectrum L.P. d/b/a Sprint PCS
401 9th Street, N.W., Suite 400
Washington, DC  20004

Michael F. Altshul, Senior Vice President
CTIA
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 800
Washington, DC  20036

Gene DeJordy
Western Wireless Corporation
3650 131st Ave., SE, Suite 400
Bellevue, WA  98006

J.R. Carbonell
Cingular Wireless, LLC
5565 Glenridge Connector, Suite 1700
Atlanta, GA  30342

Kathryn Marie Krause
Qwest Wireless, LLC
1020 19th Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC  20036-6101

Thomas P. Van Wazer
Sidley & Austin
1722 Eye Street, NW
Washington, DC  20006

____/S/________________________
Kathleen A. Kaercher

*  via hand delivery


