
April 17, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.
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The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA' s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Janie Begeman
Practice Administrator

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 25, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes. under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
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(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Supervisor,
Cannon 7ShiP

l .'" cc: ../ .........._-
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Ith Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
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(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Peter Weiblen
VP Sales
PathWay Internet Services

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

PATHWAY COMPUTING INCORPORATED
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added tu the dialing plan to I:reate mutt available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Peter Mayhak
President

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

Human Nature Software Achieving Information Efficiency for Business and Industry
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April 12,200 I

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 I t h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes. under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 1I or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months. an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sinc

Fre P. KeJler
Chairman / CEO

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
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(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specifY that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



BDO Seidman. LLP
Accountants and Consultants

99 Monroe Avenue NW., Suite 800

Grand Rapids. Michigan 49503-2698

Telephone: 1616) 774-7000

Fax: 1616) 776-3680

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-')8 and ~9-200

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

April 13,2001

RECE!VEl)

MAY - 3 2001

'FaJaW.. COMMlJNlCATlONS COMMlS..rJ;1l
.'JF!'a OF 1Hf SfCllfTAw.

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the
Michigan Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added
with at least three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that
I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently
considering an all services overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available
area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If
additional numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost
to businesses nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action
to reduce the rate of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing
plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation
mechanisms could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year
2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge
doubles in 18 to 24 months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for
telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
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Chairman Michael Powell - 2 - April 13,2001

1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national
number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering
plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your
criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques
that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you
or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Very truly yours,

if{~c11.d. ~t4-
l~

David M. Barrons
Partner, BDO Seidman, LLP

cc: Rusty Merchant
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
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April 13,2001

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
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as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Very truly yours,

FANT

kbmc

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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4/13/01

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
ofarea code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life ofthe current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round ofproposed national number pooling.
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Page 2.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

~ncerel~' \

L~L..~~~
Brian T. Harris
President & CEO

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 18, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As a business person and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means ofrelief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
ofarea code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may fmd the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round ofproposed national number pooling.



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions ofdollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Muhammad Ali

MAIds

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber ofCommerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate at
which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan Public
Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number conservation
measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least three more in
need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do business. The
Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services overlay for our 616 area
as a means of relief
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
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As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an overlay)
is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the least
attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will cost
businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area codes,
under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional numbers are
added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses nationally could
reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate of area code
exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly as
far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24 months, an
additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you grant it
delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) so as to
extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block number distribution and
participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must be in
jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is in one of
the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save mine
and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.
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fishbeck, thompson, carr & huber, inc.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or your
staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

I CARR & HUBER, INC.

Chelly A. eeringa
Administrative Services Director

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids M149503-2831
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Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)

CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the
Michigan Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added
with at least three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that
I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently
considering an all services overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available
area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If
additional numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost
to businesses nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action
to reduce the rate of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing
plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation
mechanisms could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year
2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge
doubles in 18 to 24 months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for
telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through

No. of Copies rsc'd Q
UstABCDE -----
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1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national
number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering
plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your
criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques
that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you
or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Very truly yours,

berst
Seidman, LLP

cc: Rusty Merchant
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1t h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the code (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.
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The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA' s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
other businesses and mine millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely, 7

/
,:~;:,~-_.. _--~""'-

Jim Holtvluwer,
Supervisor

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for II or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.
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The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

"Sincerely,

\; ~''-.i-/ IJ
,1~ Ii 1:4 /

~Ohn K. Coolid 'I
( .~amum Sales and Marketing
V

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 16,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

EX PA,RTE OR LATE FILED.D. Box 275
Grandville, MI 49468

Phone: (616) 534-6103
Fax: (616) 534-0920

E-mail: support@progresschemical.com
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As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to. businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specifY that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions ofdollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

PROGRESS CHEMICAL, INC.

1:
Eric

EHS/ms

sident

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831


