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The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments in support of
the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC'S petition recommends the
Commission reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station
operations in the 777-792 MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from
700 MHz band commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address
interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police executives
from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a
forum for urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to
discuss common problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with
populations in excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has
recently been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more
commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in
direct proportion. Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually
work together to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and resources away
from each party's prime directive - in the case of public safety protecting the health and
property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knOWingly permit commercial
carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing
interference problems into the new band. TIA's study, (submitted with NPSTC's
petition) demonstrates that if high-power base station operations are permitted in the
777-792 MHz band, interference from those stations to public safety stations on
adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision,



public safety's only recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference
~hat occurs after the fact on a case-by case basis. That is totally unacceptable for
critical public safety services and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this
needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas of the
country where it is available today and even greater use planned as TV is cleared from
the band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types of
interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft
rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a 'wait and see if it happens'
attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial
allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700
MHz band. Specifically, we support the concept of 'zero tolerance' for any interference
by commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC
petition regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit
the aggregate of interference from any number of out-of-band transmitters that raise the
noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB above thermal
noise." While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering
analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to
comply with Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to
operate free of interference from any new commercial licensees.' Furthermore,
Congress' direct instructions that the Commission provides public safety with additional
spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports NPSTC's
Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the
proposals outlined therein.

Respectfully submitted,/) 9:/ r t

~j,~
Roc'c(;' J. Diirta
Commissioner of Police
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The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments
in support of the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public
Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition recommends
the Commission reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station
operations in the 777-792 MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals
from 700 MHz band commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to
address interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police
executives from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The
association provides a forum for urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law
enforcement chief executives to discuss common problems encountered in the
effort to protect and serve cities with populations in excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem
that has recently been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As
more and more commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public
safety is increasing in direct proportion. Although all parties involved in the
interference complaints usually work together to attempt to resolve the
interference, it takes time and resources away from each party's prime directive
in the case of public safety protecting the health and property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit
commercial carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in
introducing interference problems into the new band. TIA's study, (submitted
with NPSTC's petition) demonstrates that if high-power base station operations
are permitted in the 777-792 MHz band, interference from those stations to public
safety stations on adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion.
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Under the Commission's latest decision, public safety's only recourse in
the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs after the
fact on a case-by case basis. That is totally unacceptable for critical public safety
services and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed
spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many
areas of the country where it is available today with even greater use planned as
TV is cleared from the band. We would like to be able to use the band without
encountering the types of interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz.
The Commission should craft rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than
taking a 'wait and see if it happens' attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the
commercial allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate
interference in the 700 MHz band. Specifically, we support the concept of 'zero
tolerance' for any interference by commercial carriers to public safety, the
recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition regarding changes to section
27.53 of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference
from any number of out-of-band transmitters that raise the noise floor within any
6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB above thermal noise." While
we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future
spectrum allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will
have failed to comply with Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety
licensees continue to operate free of interference from any new commercial
licensees.' Furthermore, Congress' direct instructions that the Commission
provides public safety with additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports
NPSTC's Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission
to adopt the proposals outlined therein.

Respectfully submitted}

RDE/kmt
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This letter is being written in support of a Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the
National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). Their petition is requesting the
honorable Chairman and Commission members reconsider their decision to allow high power
commercial base station operations in the 777-792 MHz band and to consider adopting tighter
restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band commercial operations and initiate a "zero
tolerance" policy to address interference incidents that do occur.

Interference on public safety communications systems by commercial carriers being allowed to
use the same bands has been a problem for years and is increasing in scope throughout the
United States. Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually work together
to attempt to resolve each incident, it is a time consuming process and one that does not result in
any final resolution of the problem.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHZ portion of the commercial allocation, I
am also supportive of the other proposals offered by NPSTC for the commission's consideration.
By allowing law enforcement and other public safety agencies the use of the 700 MHz allocation
without troublesome interference complexities, the Commission will greatly assist law
enforcement in providing services to the public of the highest quality while also ensuring the
safety of its police officers by providing dedicated and interference-free communication
transmissions.

Thank you for your consideration in these matters of mutual concern.

Sincerely,

/), Itt:)t1./'L--~
David Be' 0

Chief of Ice

DB:ka

Office of the Chief of Police
1401 Broodwoy- Son Diego, CA 92101·5729

Tel (6191 531·2000
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman of Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Reference: WT Docket No. 00-32

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As Chief of Police for the City of San Diego, I'm writing to express my concern about the possibility of
the FCC auctioning 50 MHz of spectrum in the 4940-4990 MHz (4.9 GHz) band as opposed to
allocating this critically needed spectrum to public safety for new broadband public safety applications.

As far back as 1996, law enforcement and other public safety agencies identified the need for 97.5 MHz
of additional spectrum to meet our communications needs over the next ten years. Of this amount, the
greatest percentage of spectrum will be needed for advanced wideband and broadband technologies. To
date, the FCC has chosen to allocate only 24 MHz of narrow band spectrum to public safety users in the
new 746 MHz band. There are new emerging broadband technologies, custom tailored for public safety,
appearing on the horizon which require significantly wider bandwidths.

It is critical that we have dedicated spectrum and systems that assure the safety of our police officers via
immediate priority access, uninterrupted transmissions, security and guaranteed coverage and reliability.
The proximity ofthe unlicensed 5 GHz spectrum to the proposed public safety 4.9 GHz allocation would
allow us to leverage C0111111ercially developed broadba.,d technologies and yet have the dedicated,
reliable, secure and enhanced featured broadband solutions that we require.

I urge you and the members of the Commission to recognize our broadband spectrum needs and allocate
this badly needed 4.9 GHz band to the public safety community. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

I).

; '" DB:ka
"~.,..~

'''~~ File No. 1050 Office of the Chief of Police
140: Broadway .. Son Diego. CA 92101-5729

Tel (619) 531·2000
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As a member of the the Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC). I hereby submit my comments
in support of the Petition for Reconsideration recently tiled by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTCs petition recommends the Commission reverse
its decision to allow high power commercial base station operations in the 777-792 MHz band.
adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band commercial operations and use a
"zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations that do occur.

rhe !'vIajor Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police executives from the
largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a forum for urban police
chiefs. sheriffs. and other law enforcement chief executives to discuss common problems
encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with populations in excess of 500.000 people.

lnterkrence hy commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has recently been
increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more commercial systems are
deployed. the interference to public safety is increasing in direct proportion. Although all Parties
imoived in the interference complaints usuaiiy \\uri\. together to attempt to resolve the
interkrence. it takes time and resources away from each party's prime directive - in the case of
puhlic sakty protecting the health and property of the puhlic.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission \/vould knowingly permit commercial carriers in the
70() MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing interference problems into the
hand. TIA"s study. (submitted with NPSTCs petition) demonstrates that if high-power base
station operations are permitted in the 777-792 MHz hand. interference from those stations to
puhlic safet: stations on adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's
latest decision. public safety's only recourse in the ne\/\ 700 MHz band \\ould be to address
interkrence that occurs after the fact on a case-by case basis. That is totally unacceptable for

701 Colcord DIive, Oklahoma City, OK 73102 • 405/297-1000



cr;tical public safety services and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed
spectrum.

Members of the MCC look fonvard to using the 700MHz band in the many areas of the country
where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared from the band. We
would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types of interference currently
being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft rules aimed at preventing
interference. rather than taking a . wait and see if it happens' attitude.

In addition to limiting base station to the 747-762 MHz p0l1ion of the commercial allocation. we
support NPSTCs other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz band. Specifically.
we support the concept of' zero tolerance' for any interference by commercial carriers to public
safety. the recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition regarding changes to section 2.7.53
of the rules, as well as the proposal to "Iimit the aggregate of interference from any number of
out-or-band tran::imitters lhat rJiSe the nOIse tloor within any 6.25 i\.Hz pULJiic satety channei by
more than 3 dB above thermal noise." \Vhile we are not technical experts. \ve have confidence
in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the ne\\ 700 t\1Hz allocation (and other future spectrum allocations)
without experiencing interference. the Commission will have failed to comply with Congress'
directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to operate free of interference from any
new commercial licensees.' I- urthermore. Congress' direct instructions that the Commission
prO\ides public ::iafel~ with aJJillOtlal spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons qated above. the MCC and I vigorously support NPSTCs Petition
for Reconsideration in all aSpl\.:ts and urge the Commission to adopt the proposals uutlined
therein.

Sincerely.

~~-----M.T. Berry
Chief of Police
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
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The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments in support of the
Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition recommends the Commission
reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station operations in the 777-792
MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band commercial
operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations that do
occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police executives from
the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a forum for
urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to discuss
common problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with populations in
excess of 500,000 people,

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has recently
been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more commercial
systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in direct proportion.
Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually work together to
attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and resources away from each party's
prime directive - in the case of public safety, protecting the health and property of the
public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit commercial carriers
in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing interference
problems into the new band. TlA' s study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition) demonstrates
that if high-power base station operations are permitted in the 777-792 MHz band,
interference from those stations to public safety stations on adjacent frequencies is a



The Honorable Michael K. Powell
April 17 , 2001
Page 2 of 2

foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision, public safety's only
recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs after the
fact on a case-by-case basis. That is totally unacceptable for critical public safety services
that defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas of the
country where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared from the
band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types of
interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft rules
aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a "wait and see if it happens" attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial
allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz
band. Specifically, we support the concept of "zero tolerance" for any interference by
commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition
regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit the
aggregate of interference from any number of out-of-band transmitters that raise the noise
floor within any 6.25 KHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB above thermal noise."
While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to comply
with Congress' directive to "ensure that public safety licensees continue to operate free of
interference from any new commercial licensees." Furthermore, Congress' direct
instructions that the Commission provides public safety with additional spectrum will be
undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports NPSTC's Petition
for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the proposals outlined
therein.

Ronald Palmer
Chief of Police

RP:Ic

cc: Office of the Secretary
Ms. Magalie Roman Sallas
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554



OR LATE FILED C}::l..;,\\" ~ ?

Bill Campbell
Mayor
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Chief of Police

April 16,2001

MAY - 3 2001

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
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As a member ofThe Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC), I hereby submit the
organization's comments in support of the petition for Reconsideration recently filed by
the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition
recommends the Commission reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base
station operations in the 777-792 MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals
from 700 MHz band commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address
interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association ofpolice
executives from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association
provides a forum for urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief
executives to discuss common encounters in the effort to protect and serve cities with
populations in excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has
recently been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more
commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in direct
proportion. Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually work
together to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes times and resources away from
each party's prime directive - in the case of public safety protecting the health and
property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit commercial
carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing



interference problems into the new band. TIA's study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition)
demonstrates that if high-power base station operations are permitted in the 777-792
MHz band, interference from those stations to public safety stations on adjacent
frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision, public
safety's only recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference that
occurs after the fact on a case-by case basis. That is totally unacceptable for critical
public safety services and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed
spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas
of the country where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared
from the band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types
of interference currently being experienced at 80 MHz. The Commission should craft
rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a "wait and see if it happens"
attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion ofthe
commercial allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in
the 700 MHz band Specifically, we support the concept of"zero tolerance" for any
interference by commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained in
the NPSTC petition regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the
proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference from any number of out-of-band
transmitters that raise the noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more
than 3 dB above thermal noise. While we are not technical experts, we have confidence
in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future
spectrum allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed
to comply with Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to
operate free of interference from any new commercial licensees. ' Furthermore, Congress'
direct instructions that the Commission provides public safety with additional spectrum
will be undercut.

In conclusion, for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports
NPSTC'S Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt
the proposals outlined therein.

Sincerely,

Chief ofPolice
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The Chicago Office ofEmergency Communications hereby submits its comments
in support of the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National
Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition
recommends the Commission reverse its decision to allow high power
commercial base station operations in the 777-792 MHz band, adopt tighter
restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band commercial operations and use
a "zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations that do occur.

Cit~ of Chicago
Richard '\1. Dale~. \ta~or

Office of [mergenc~
rommunications (9-1- Jf3-1-1,

(jregOf\ B. Bishop
Executi\l' Dmctor
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

April 20, 2001
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The Chicago Office of Emergency Communications is the agency that manages
and operates the Public Safety Communications systems for the Chicago Police
and Fire Departments. These systems support the response to 4.5 million
emergency calls each year from a population base ofjust under 3 million.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety communications is a problem
that has recently been increasing not only in Chicago, Illinois but throughout the
United States. As more and more commercial systems are deployed, the parties
involved in interference complaints usually work together to attempt to resolve
the interference, but it takes time and resources away from each party's prime
directive which in the case of public safety is protecting life and property.

We understand that the Commission would not knowingly permit commercial
carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing
interference problems into the new band. TlA' s study, (submitted with NPSTC's
petition) demonstrates that ifhigh-power base station operations are permitted in
the 777-792 MHz band, interference from those stations to public safety stations
on adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest
decision, public safety's only recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to
address interference that occurs after the fact on a case-by-case basis. That is
totally unacceptable for critical public safety services and defies any logical
planning for the effective us of this needed spectrum.

~r~~.•I~V~

,(j~~
\ 'v/ •• __
'~-----------/



The City ofChicago looks forward to using the 700 MHz band as soon as possible with even greater
use planned as TV is cleared from the band. We would like to be able to use the band without
encountering the types of interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission
should draft rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a 'wait and see ifit happens'
attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial allocation, we
support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz band. Specifically, we
support the concept of 'zero tolerance' for any interference by commercial carriers to public safety,
the recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition regrading these changes to section 27.53 of
the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference from any number ofout-of
band transmitters that raise noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB
above thermal noise." While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering
analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum allocations)
without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to comply with Congress'
directive to 'ensure that pubic safety licensees continue to operate free ofinterference from any new
commercial licensees. ' Furthermore, Congress' direct instructions that the Commission provides
public safety with additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the City of Chicago vigorously supports NPSTC's
Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the proposals outlined
therein.

Respectfully submitted,

~..
Gregory B. Bishop~
Executive Director

cc: Office of the Secretary
Ms. Magalie Roman Sallas
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
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Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
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Dear Mr. Chairman:

MAY - 3 2001

fllOffiAl r;ow,r,i \i~'.+riON;;' l,;)i>''''''''''''',c
ClFflCf OfTri!; SECRETARY

The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments in support
of the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition recommends the Commission
reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station operations in the 777-792
MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band commercial
operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police executives
from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a forum for
urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to discuss common
problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with populations in excess of
500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has
recently been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more
commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in direct
proportion. Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually work together
to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and resources away from each party's
prime directive - in the case of public safety protecting the health and property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit commercial
carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing interference
problems into the new band. TIA's study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition) demonstrates
that if high-power base station operations are permitted in the 777-792 MHz band,
interference from those stations to public safety stations on adjacent frequencies is a foregone

www.co.ba.md.us/police Nationally Accredited Since 1984



The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Page Two
April 18, 2001

conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision, public safety's only recourse in the new
700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs after the fact on a case-by-case
basis. That is totally unacceptable for critical public safety services and defies any logical
planning for the effective use of this needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas of
the country where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared from
the band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types of
interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft rules
aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a 'wait and see if it happens' attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial
allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz
band. Specifically, we support the concept of 'zero tolerance' for any interference by
commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition
regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit the aggregate
of interference from any number of out-of-band transmitters that raise the noise floor within
any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB above thermal noise." While we are
not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to comply
with Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to operate free of
interference from any new commercial licensees.' Furthermore, Congress' direct instructions
that the Commission provides public safety with additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion, for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports NPSTC's
Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the proposals
outlined therein.

Sincerely,

~/// j?~;'] ~ ,
I ~ .:

eA/l[1£02: '

Terrence B. Sheridan
Chief of Police

TBS:tm

c: Sheriff Jerry Keller, President, Major Cities Chiefs
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:
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The Nassau County Police Department has submitted its comments in support of the Petition for
Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC).
NPSTC's petition recommends the Commission reverse its decision to allow high power commercial
base station operations in the 777-792 MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700
Mhz band commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations
that do occur.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has recently been
increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more commercial systems are deployed,
the interference to public safety is increasing in direct proportion. Although all parties involved in the
interference complaints usually work together to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and
resources away f!"Om each party's prime directive - in the case of public safety protecting the health and
property of the public.

MCC finds it inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit commercial carriers in
the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing interference problems into the
new band. TIA's study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition) demonstrates that if high-power base station
operations are permitted in the 777-792 MHz band, interference from those stations to public safety
stations on adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision,
public safety's only recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs
after the fact on a case-by case basis. MCC finds this to be totally unacceptable for critical public safety
services and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed spectrum.



In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial allocation,
we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz band. Specifically,
members of MCC support the concept of "zero tolerance" for any interference by commercial carriers to
public safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC petition regarding changes to section 27.53
of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference from any number of out-of
band transmitters that raise the noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB
above thermal noise. While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA' s engineering
analyses.

The 700 MHz band is not currently available in New York Metropolitan area in which Nassau
County is located. However, we hope that someday that we and other public safety agencies in the New
York area will be able to gain access to the 700 MHz band, without fear of destructive interference from
commercial licenses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum allocations)
without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to comply with Congress' directive
to "ensure that public safety licensees continue to operate free of interference from any new commercial
licensees'. Furthermore, Congress' direct instructions that the Commission provides public safety with
additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the Nassau County Police Department supports
NPSTC's Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the proposals
outlined therein.

ch
~illiam J. i ett

;
Commiss' n of Police
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Department of Police • City of Chicago Terry G. Hillard
3510 South Michigan Avenue· Chicago, Illinois 60653 Superintendent of Police

17 April 2001

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

tV7 lJ~d70 q~-Ib'~
-

I am writing you to lend my support to the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by
the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition, which is
endorsed by the Major Cities Chiefs Association, recommends the Commission reverse its
decision to allow high power commercial base station operations in the 700 MHz band, adopt
tighter restrictions on errant 700 MHz commercial signals and use a "zero tolerance" policy to
address interference to public safety operations that do occur.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has
recently been increasing in scope in Chicago and throughout the United States. As more and
more commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in direct
proportion. Instances of interference with our Data Radio Network by commercial carriers
700 MHz base stations are increasing. Although all parties involved in the interference
complaints usually work together to resolve the issue, it takes time and resources away from
each party's prime directive - in the case of public safety, protecting the health and property of
the public.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to comply with
Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to operate free of interference
from any new commercial licensees. ' Furthermore, Congress' direct instructions that the
Commission provide public safety with additional spectrum will be undercut.

Emergency: 9-1-1 • Non-Emergency: (Within City limits) 3-1-1 • Non-Emergency: (Outside City limits) 312-746-6000

TTY: 312-746-9715 • E-mail: police@ci.chi.il.us • Website: www.ci.chi.il.us/CAPS



In conclusion, I and the Major Cities Chiefs vigorously support the NPSTC's Petition for
Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the proposals outlined in their
petition.

Sincerely,

\x·\
Terry~lard
Superintendent of Police
Chicago, Illinois
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City of Pittsburgh
Bureau of Police

Robert W. McNeilly Jr.
Chief of Police

"""" accountability, integrity and respect" "

April 16,2001

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chainnan:

The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments in support of
the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition recommends the Commission
reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station operations in the 777
792 MHz band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band
commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to address interference situations
that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association ofpolice executives
from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a forum
for urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to discuss
common problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with populations in
excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has recently
been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more commercial
systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in direct proportion.
Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually work together to
attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and resources away from each party's
prime directive - in the case of public safety protecting the health and property of the
public.



It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly pennit commercial carriers
in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing interference
problems into the new band. TIA's study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition)
demonstrates that if high-power base station operations are pennitted in the 777-792 MHz
band, interference from those stations to public safety stations on adjacent frequencies is
a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest decision, public safety's only
recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs after the
fact on a case-by case basis. That is totally unacceptable for critical public safety services
and defies any logical planning for the effective use of this needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas of the
country where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared from
the band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the types of
interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft rules
aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a 'wait and see ifit happens' attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion ofthe commercial
allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700 MHz
band. Specifically, we support the concept of 'zero tolerance' for any interference by
commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC
petition regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the proposal to "limit
the aggregate of interference from any number of out-of-band transmitters that raise the
noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by more than 3 dB above thennal
noise." While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's engineering
analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to
comply with Congress' directive to 'ensure that public safety licensees continue to
operate free of interference from any new commercial licensees. ' Furthennore, Congress'
direct instructions that the Commission provides public safety with additional spectrum
will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports NPSTC's
Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the
proposals outlined therein.

Sincerely,

(~-)

\;:J.- Q.~ - f vJ

Robert W. McNeilly, Jr.
Chief ofPolice

RWM:nna
01/041
cc: Jerry Keller, President, Major Cities Chiefs
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April 13, 2001

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:
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The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its
comments in support of the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed
by the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (NPSTC).
NPSTC's petition recommends the Commission reverse its decision to
allow high power commercial base station operations in the 777-792 MHz
band, adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals from 700 MHz band
commercial operations and use a zero tolerance policy to address
interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association
of police executives from the largest cities in the United States and
Canada. The association provides a forum for urban police chiefs,
sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to discuss common
problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with
populations in excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a
problem that has recently been increasing in scope throughout the
United States. As more and more commercial systems are deployed, the
interference to public safety is increasing in direct proportion.
Although all parties involved in the interference complaints usually
work together to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time
and resources away from each party's prime directive - in the case of
public safety protecting the health and property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit
commercial carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would
result in introducing interference problems into the new band. TIA's
study, (submitted with NPSTC's petition) demonstrates that if high
power base station operations are permitted in the 777-792 MHz band,
interference from those stations to public safety stations on adjacent
frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the ~
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commission's latest decision, public safety's only recourse in the new
700 MHz band would be to address interference that occurs after the
fact on a case-by-case basis. That is totally unacceptable for
critical public safety services and defies any logical planning for
the effective use of this needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the
many areas of the country where it is available today with even
greater use planned as TV is cleared from the band. We would like to
be able to use the band without encountering the types of interference
currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission should craft
rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a 'wait and
see if it happens' attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion
of the commercial allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to
eliminate interference in the 700 MHz band. Specifically, we support
the concept of 'zero tolerance' for any interference by commercial
carriers to pUblic safety, the recommendations contained in the NPSTC
petition regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well the
proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference from any number of
out-of-band transmitters that raise the noise floor within any 6.25
kHz pUblic safety channel by more that 3 dB above thermal noise."
While we are not technical experts, we have confidence in TIA's
engineering analyses.

Unless pUblic safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and
other future spectrum allocations) without experiencing interference,
the commission will have failed to comply with Congress' directive to
ensure that public safety licenses continue to operate free of
interference from any new commercial licenses." Furthermore,
Congress' direct instructions that the Commission provides pUblic
safety with additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously
supports NPSTC's Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges
the Commission to adopt the proposal outlined therein.

;::;;;;L
Emmett H. Turner
Chief of Police
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) hereby submits its comments in support
of the Petition for Reconsideration recently filed by the National Public Safety
Telecommunications Council (NPSTC). NPSTC's petition recommends the
Commission reverse its decision to allow high power commercial base station
operations in the 777-792 MHz band., adopt tighter restrictions on errant signals
from 700 MHz band commercial operations and use a "zero tolerance" policy to
address interference situations that do occur.

The Major Cities Chiefs Association is a professional association of police executives
from the largest cities in the United States and Canada. The association provides a
forum for urban police chiefs, sheriffs, and other law enforcement chief executives to
discuss common problems encountered in the effort to protect and serve cities with
populations in excess of 500,000 people.

Interference by commercial carriers to public safety systems is a problem that has
recently been increasing in scope throughout the United States. As more and more
commercial systems are deployed, the interference to public safety is increasing in
direct proportion. Although all parties involved in the interference complaints
usually work together to attempt to resolve the interference, it takes time and
resources away from each party's prime directive - in the case of public safety,
protecting the health and property of the public.

It seems inconceivable that the Commission would knowingly permit commercial
carriers in the 700 MHz band to operate in ways that would result in introducing
interference problems into the new band. TIA's study (submitted with NPSTC's
petition), demonstrates that if high-power base station operations are permitted in
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the 777-792 MHz band, interference from those stations to public safety stations on
adjacent frequencies is a foregone conclusion. Under the Commission's latest
decision, public safety's only recourse in the new 700 MHz band would be to address
interference that occurs after the fact on a case-by-case basis. That is totally
unacceptable for critical public safety services and defies any logical planning for the
effective use of this needed spectrum.

Members of the MCC look forward to using the 700 MHz band in the many areas of
the country where it is available today with even greater use planned as TV is cleared
from the band. We would like to be able to use the band without encountering the
types of interference currently being experienced at 800 MHz. The Commission
should craft rules aimed at preventing interference, rather than taking a "wait and see
if it happens" attitude.

In addition to limiting base stations to the 747-762 MHz portion of the commercial
allocation, we support NPSTC's other proposals to eliminate interference in the 700
MHz band. Specifically, we support the concept of "zero tolerance" for any
interference by commercial carriers to public safety, the recommendations contained
in the NPSTC petition regarding changes to section 27.53 of the rules, as well as the
proposal to "limit the aggregate of interference from any number of out-of-band
transmitters that raise the noise floor within any 6.25 kHz public safety channel by
more than 3 dB above thermal noise." While we are not technical experts, we have
confidence in TIA's engineering analyses.

Unless public safety can use the new 700 MHz allocation (and other future spectrum
allocations) without experiencing interference, the Commission will have failed to
comply with Congress' directive to "ensure that public safety licensees continue to
operate free of interference from any new commercial licensees." Furthermore,
Congress' direct instructions that the Commission provides public safety with
additional spectrum will be undercut.

In conclusion, for the reasons stated above, the MCC vigorously supports NPSTC's
Petition for Reconsideration in all aspects and urges the Commission to adopt the
proposals outlined therein.

Very truly yours,


