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Motorola Satellite Communications, Inc. ("Motorola") and Iridium Satellite LLC

("Iridium Satellite") (jointly "the Parties") hereby submit this joint notification to the

Commission to inform it and the parties to this proceeding that Iridium Satellite has become the

real party in interest for, and will continue to prosecute, Motorola's pending Petition for Partial

Reconsideration filed in the above-captioned proceeding. l The Parties submit that as a result of

various corporate transactions described below, Iridium Satellite is the successor in interest to

Motorola and the real party in interest regarding the issues raised in the Petition. These events

merely preserve the status quo without prejudicing any party to this proceeding.

I Rulemaking to Amend Parts 1,2,21 and 25 of the Commission's Rules to Redesignate the
27.5-29.5 GHz Frequency Band, to Establish Rules and Policies for Local Multipoint
Distribution Service and for Fixed Satellite Services, Motorola Satellite Communications, Inc.
Petition for Partial Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 92-97 (filed Sep. 27, 1996) ("hereinafter
Petition").
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I. Background

The Commission on July 17, 1996 adopted the 28 GHz band plan in the First Report and

Order and Fourth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("28 GHz Order").2 This plan called for the

co-primary sharing of the band 29.25-29.5 GHz between Mobile Satellite Service ("MSS")

feeder links and geo-stationary orbit Fixed Satellite Service ("GSa FSS") feeder links. Motorola

was an interested party with respect to this rulemaking proceeding as the licensee of the

IRIDIUM System, which uses the 1.6 GHz band to provide MSS as well as the 19/28 GHz bands

for its MSS feeder links. Motorola filed a Petition for Partial Reconsideration of the 28 GHz

Order on September 27, 1996, because the conditions and restrictions placed on the co-primary

allocation of the 29.25-29.5 GHz band significantly impaired the IRIDIUM System's use of the

band as well as anticipated uses of the band. The Commission has not ruled on this Petition and

it is still pending.

In August 1999, the owners of the IRIDIUM System filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy

protection. In November 2000, Iridium Satellite received approval from the Bankruptcy Court to

acquire the IRIDIUM System assets. Applications for the assignment of the IRIDIUM System

licenses were filed with the Commission on March 19,2001.3 Upon approval by the

Commission, these assignments will transfer all of the space segment and ancillary licenses in

the IRIDIUM System to Iridium Satellite.

2First Report and Order and Fourth Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 96-311 (reI. July 22,
1996); Redesignating the 27.5-29.5 GHz Frequency Band, Reallocating the 29.5-30.0 GHz
Frequency Band, and Establishing Rules and Policies for Local Multipoint Distribution Service
and for Fixed Satellite Services, 61 Fed. Reg. 44177 (Aug. 28, 1996)(final rule).

3 See Satellite Policy Branch Information, Applications Accepted for Filing (Space System
License, Inc.) Report No. SAT-00070 (reI. April 17, 200l)(Public Notice).



II. Iridium Satellite is now the Real Party in Interest on the Issues Raised in the Petition

In its Petition, Motorola requested that specific 19/28 GHz rules be reconsidered and that

the Commission clarify that the IRIDIUM System is pennitted to use the full bandwidth licensed

to that system, including the 29.25-29.3 GHz band.4 Upon approval of the pending assignment

applications, Iridium Satellite will become the licensee of the IRIDIUM System. It follows that

Iridium Satellite now bears the burden of the limitations on the operations of the IRIDIUM

System addressed in the Petition, while Motorola has no further interest in its prosecution.

Accordingly, Iridium Satellite should be recognized as the real party in interest with respect to

the Petition and, consequently, as a full party to this proceeding with the rights to take all actions

attendant to such party status, including to seek judicial review of any adverse decision on the

Petition.

Most importantly, recognition ofIridium Satellite's right to continue to prosecute the

Petition will promote the public interest in expeditious final resolution of the issues raised

therein. Iridium Satellite could not have participated earlier in this proceeding because the

company was only fonned last year, some four years after the Petition was filed. Absent Iridium

Satellite stepping into the shoes of Motorola for purposes of continuing to prosecute the pending

Petition, Iridium Satellite may be required to file its own petition for reconsideration to protect

its rights, with the potential for additional delay in establishing certainty in the rules governing

MSS systems and others in the affected spectrum.

4 See Petition at 3.



Moreover, by prosecuting the Petition "as is" and not raising new arguments or issues,

Iridium Satellite ensures that no parties will be prejudiced and no delays will be created by the

transfer of interests. The other parties to this proceeding had ample opportunity to contribute to

the record when the Petition was originally filed.

Finally, the transfer of interests to Iridium Satellite will ensure that any future

developments in this proceeding can be appropriately and expeditiously addressed by the party

with the real interest in the matters before the agency. This proceeding has been pending for

almost five years. During this time the satellite industry has undergone significant changes, and

the assets of the IRIDIUM System are now owned by an entity that was not in existence at the

time the Petition was filed. With this filing, the official record will now reflect that fact.

III. Conclusion

For the reasons discussed above, Motorola and Iridium Satellite hereby notify the

Commission that Iridium Satellite is now the real party in interest and will continue to prosecute

Motorola's Petition for Partial Reconsideration in the above-captioned proceeding.
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