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MAY 7 2001

Bruce Franca
Acting Chief, Office of Engineering and Technology
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S. W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Franca:
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In August 1998, the Commission released a Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM,,).l
This NPRM proposed to amend Part 2 of the Commission I s Rules, the national allocation
table, by allocating the 5091-5250 MHz and 15.43-15.63 GHz bands to the fixed-satellite
service (Earth-to-space) on a co-primary basis and by allocating the 6700-7075 MHz and
15.43-15.63 GHz bands on a co-primary basis for fixed-satellite service (space-to-Earth). The
bands 5091-5250 MHz and 15.43-15.63 GHz are shared on a coequal basis with Government
allocations.

Since the NPRM was released additional technical analyses have been accomplished, including
within the ITU-R. Based on the requirements of the Federal Government agencies and the
non-Government satellite community, NTIA has reviewed the NPRM and requests that in these
shared bands the National Table of Frequency Allocations be modified per the enclosure.
These proposed modifications include the addition of the fixed-satellite service, limited to non
Government feeder links for non-geostationary systems in the mobile-satellite service, in the
bands 5091-5250 and 15430-15630 MHz, including the addition of footnotes USAAA and
USBBB.

Additionally, NTIA has already modified the NTIA Manual by deleting the band 5000-5150
MHz from G126. As a consequence, G126 was deleted from the Government column in the
band 5000-5250 MHz. I request the FCC reflect these modifications in 47C.F.R. § 2.106.

Additionally, I am concerned about the protection of the Government passive service
operations in the band 6650-6675.2 MHz from non-geostationary satellite orbit mobile-satellite
service (NGSO MSS) space stations transmissions in the band 6700-7075 MHz. While these
passive operations have not been granted specific protection or a requirement to have NGSO
MSS operators coordinate with them in the NPRM, NTIA and the radio astronomy community
will continue to work with the FCC and the NGSO MSS applicants to ensure the protection of
these sensitive receiver sites.

1 See Amendment ofParts 2. 25. and 97 ofthe Commission's Rules with Regard to the Mobile-Satellite Service
Above I GH::. ET Docket No. 98-142, Notice ofProposed Rule Making. FCC 98-177 (reI. August 4. 1998).
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If you have any questions regarding this subject. the NTIA point-of-contact is Edward M.
Davison (phone: 202-482-5526; edavison@ntia.doc.gov).

Sincerely,
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William T. Hatch
Associate Administrator
Office of Spectrum Management

Enclosure

=



ENCLOSURE

5091-5250 MHz
The National Table between 5091-5250 MHz should be modified to read as follows:

Government Non-Government

Allocation Allocation
GHz GHz

5000-5250 5000-5150
AERONAUTICAL RADIO- AERONAUTICAL RADIO-
NAVIGATION US260 NAVIGATION US260

S5.367 S5.444 S5.444A
US211 USAAA

5150-5250
AERONAUTICAL RADIO-
NAVIGATION US260

FIXED-SATELLITE (Earth-
to-space) S5.447A

S5.367 S5.444 US211 US307 S5 .447C US211 US307
USAAA USAAA

ADD USAAA - In the band 5091-5250 MHz, non-Government earth stations in the fixed-satellite
service (Earth-to-space) shall be coordinated through the Frequency Assignment Subcommittee (see
Recommendation ITU-R S.1342). In order to better protect the operation of the international
standard system (microwave landing system) in the band 5000-5091 MHz, non-Government tracking
and telecommand operations should be conducted in the band 5150-5250 MHz.

Additionally, delete the band 5000-5150 MHz from G126. Therefore, for the band 5000-5250
MHz, G126 can-be deleted from the table. G126 will read as follows:
MOD G126 Differential-Global-Positioning-System (DGPS) Stations may be authorized on a
primary basis in the bands 108-117.975 MHz and 1559-1610 MHz for the specific purpose of
transmitting DGPS information intended for aircraft navigation.



15.43-15.63 GHz
The National Table between 15.4-15.7 GHz, including a new US footnote, should be modified to

read as follows:

Government Non-Government

Allocation Allocation
GHz GHz

15.4-15.43
AERONAUTICAL RADIONAVIGATION US260

US211

15.43-15.63 15.43-15.63
AERONAUTICAL FIXED SATELLITE
RADIO- (Earth-to-space)
NAVIGATION US260 AERONAUTICAL RADIO-

NAVIGATION US260

S5.511C US211 USBBB S5.511C US211 USBBB

15.63-15.7
AERONAUTICAL RADIONAVIGATION US260

US211

ADD USBBB - In the band 15.43-15.63 GHz, use of the fixed-satellite service (Earth-to-space) is
limited to non-Government feeder links ofnon-geostationary systems in the mobile-satellite service.
These non-Government earth stations shall be coordinated through the Frequency Assignment
Subcommittee (see Annex 3 ofRecommendation ITU-R S.1340).


