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To: Chief, Allocations Branch

AMENDMENT TO PETITION FOR RULE MAKING

Fant Broadcast Development, L.L.C. ("Fant"), by its attorneys, hereby submits this

amendment to its pending petition for rule making to amend the TV Table ofAllotments to allot

a new NTSC channel to Plaquemine, Louisiana. Originally, Fant proposed allotment of Channel

50 to Plaquemine, Louisiana. In July 2000, however, Fant amended his petition for rule making

to propose instead that Channel 57 be allotted to Plaquemine, Louisiana. That amendment was

necessary because Fant's original proposal was short-spaced to three digital TV allotments.

However, in July 2000, an amended proposal was also filed to allot Channel 57 to Hammond,

Louisiana, and the Hammond amended proposal is mutually exclusive with Fant's amended

Plaquemine proposal.

As a result, Fant is now amending his proposal to request that NTSC channel 52 be

alloted to Plaquemine. Accordingly, Fant's proposal, as now amended, is to amend Section

73.606(b) of the Commission's rules as follows:
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Channel No.

City

Plaquemine, Louisiana

Present Proposed

52

As shown in the attached Engineering Statement of Pete Myrl Warren ofWES, Inc., the

proposed allotment of Channel 52 to Plaquemine is free ofall short-spacing to any NTSC

allotment. There are two DTV stations within 429 kilometers of the proposed allotment (WJTV­

DT in Jackson, MS and WLBT-DT in Jackson, MS), and the proposed Plaquemine allotment is

not short-spaced to either DTV station.

Good cause exists for the acceptance of this amendment. In July 2000, when Fant filed

its amendment during the filing window, Fant could not have known that the amended Hammond

proposal was being filed simultaneously, and that the amended Hammond proposal would be

mutually exclusive with Fant's amended proposal. Both the Hammond proposal and the Fant

amended proposal for Plaquemine would result in a first local television service being brought to

Hammond and Plaquemine, respectively. Thus, the public interest strongly supports a grant of

this amendment, so that a first local television service can be brought both to Plaquemine and

Hammond. See National Broadcasting Co. v. U.S., 319 U.S. 190,217 (1943); FCC v. Allentown

Broadcasting Co., 349 U.S. 358, 359-62 (1955).

Consequently, the Commission should accept this amendment and proceed with a Notice

of Proposed Rule Making to allot NTSC Channel 52 to Plaquemine, Louisiana.
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Dated: May 18, 2001

Respectfully submitted,

By:_---=~~--=-=-- _
Dean R. Brenner
CRISPIN & BRENNER, P.L.L.C.
1156 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 1105
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 828-0155
Attorney for Fant Broadcast Development, L.L.C.
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ENGINEERING STATEMENT TO SUPPORT
AMENDMENT TO PETITION FOR RULEMAKING

FOR PLAQUEM:l1\TE, LA
CHANNEL5?

May 13,2001

ENGINEERING STATEMENT
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DECLARATION

Wes, Inc.

If:j UUJ

J, Pete E rV1yrl Warren, III, declare and state that I am a Certified Broadcast
Engineer, by' the National Association of Radio and Television Engineers,
and my qualifications are a matter of record with the Federal
Communications Commission, and that I am an engineer in the finn ofWes,
lnc., and that the rUin has been retained to prepare an engineering statement
on behalf of Fant Broadcast Development LLC.

All facts contained berein are tnle to my knowledge except where stated to
be on information or belief, and as to those facts, I believe them to be true.
All Exhibits were prepared by me or under my supervision. I declare under
penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on the 13th day of:May, 2001
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WES, INC.

Lf!:J UU-l

1. GENERAL

Narrative Statement

This engineering report has been prepared on behalf ofFant
Broadcast Development LLC., in support of its request to amend its
Petition for Rulemaking for Plaquemine, LA on channel (Channel 57)
to Channel 52 in order to resolve its mutually exclusive status with
the applicant for Hammond, LA channel 57.

II. ENGINEKRING DISCUSSION

The applicant originally applied for a construction permit for channel
50 in Plaquemine, LA. The applicant was precluded from going on
channel 50 due to interference to several short-spaced digital
allotments as stated in the Petition for Rulemaking filed July
] 11112000, .

The applicant proposes the allocation site at the same site as its
concurrent application amendment and as its previous application

North Latitude: 30° 24' 06"
West Longitude: 90° 50' 43"

It is proposed to amend Section 73.606(b) of the Commission's
rules, NTSC Table of Allotments, to allot Channel 52 for the NTSC
television operation at Plaquemine, LA. As demonstrated below, the
proposed Channel 52 NTSC operation at Plaquemine, LA, would not cause
any harmful interference to any other analog NTSC or DTY station or
allotments exceeding the Commission's guidelines. Plaquemine, LA
Channel 52 would provide additional service to a population of 1,186143
people.

The pE)posed NTSC Channel 52 has site availability and can
operate and from the proposed antenna site with 5000 kW ERP, 302 meters
HAAT, and RCAMSL of 308 meters utilizing a directional anterma oriented
at 2] 0 degrees as shO\vn in Exhibit ANT-I. The proposed Channel 52
\yould serve all of Plaquemine within its 80 dEu contour.
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Analog NTSC TV Allocation Situation

The attached Exhibit NTSC-l demonstrates that Channel 52,
Plaquemine, LA, is free of all short-spacing to NTSC.

DTV Allocation Situation

There are only two digital stations considered within 429 kilometers
of the proposed nIle-making. WJTV-DT in Jackson, MS and WLBT-DT in
Jackson, MS were the only stations considered as shown in Exhibit LR-I.
The applicant will not cause or receive any interference from the digital
stations considered.

III. Class A

There is no predicted interference from the proposed Channel 52 to
any Class A LPTV stations.
IV. Summary

The applicant must change charulel from Channel 57 in Plaquemine,
LA, to channel 52 in order to avoid mutual exclusivity with channel
57 in Hammond, LA. On channel 52, Plaquemine will not cause any
interference to any NTSC or Digital stations.
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Callsign City Class Status Er.: p

WLBT-DT JACKSON DTV APP 1CXXJ
WJTV-DT JACKSON DTV CP 10c0

WLBT-TV JACKSON DTV L1C 1CXXJ
W.JTv· .IACI(SON DTV Lie 10:0

Status Dis!

Clean Xl6.2

Clean 200.7

Clean 206.1

C!e~n 208.7

Exhibit LR-1

Plaquemine, LA Ch 52

prepared by Wes, Inc. Broadcast Consultants

Prol Clearar DIU Rx Gain Rx FIB Zon( Band Ch# Adj

106 100.2 -'lCl 10 14 2 UHF 51 A-1

194 14.7 2 10 14 2 UHF 52 Co

106 100.1 -49 10 14 2 UHF 51 A-1

""lA • A .., -. 10 .. 2 UHF 52 Co• .;J"'T J .....,,, '" ,...

Matrix Svc Cmlo Svc: Old Pop% New Pop%, Total Pop Old Pop New Pop

LR F(SO,9::l) 41 1.20".6 1.20",(, 800533 870085 879885

LR F(50.00) 41 6.40% 6.40% 764400 715787 715399

LR F(SO,90) 41 1.00% 1.00% 861831 853238 853238

LR F(SJ,OO) 41 5.10% 5.10% 780085 74SG74 749267
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E>:hibit NTSC-1

Plaquemine,LA Ch 52

prepared by Wes. Inc. Broadcast Consultants

Callsign City Class Status ERP Status Dist Prot Clearance DIU Rx Gain Rx FIB Zone Band eM Adj Matrix Svc Contour SVG Strength
900724KR COLUMBIA Analog APP 589 N/C 136.4 96 ilO.4 -33 0 6 3 UHF 45Z T-7 LR F(9J,~) 64

WIGGINS Analog Lie o Clear 156.1 32 1241 - . . 3 UHF 56+ T+4 LR
900920LV WIGGINS Analog APP 5CX)) Clear 139.5 32 107.5 - 3 UHF 56+ T+4 LR

COLUM81~ An:;l!c; ue: C N/C ... ~~ .... a~ 39.2 -33 0 6 ::l UHF 45Z T-7 LR F(9),e'D) 641u.J.'- "'"
WPXL NEW ORLEANS Analog CP 2510 NfC 95.4 32 63.4 -33 0 6 3 UHF 492 T·3 LR F(OO.5J) 64
WPXL NEW ORLEANS Analog LiC 5CXXJ NfC 95.4 32 63.4 -33 0 6 3 UHF 49Z T-3 LR F(9J,50) 64
WUPL SLiDELL Analog L1C 4370 NfC 91.1 32 59.1 -29 a 6 3 UHF 54+ T+2 LR F(OO,e'D) 64
WGMB BATON ROUGE Anafog L1C 3800 N/C 42.2 32 10.2 -32 0 6 3 UHF 44+ T-8 LR F(9J.5D) 64
WNTZ NATCHEZ Analog L1C 2820 N/C 162.3 32 12AJ.3 -23 0 6 3 UHF 482 T-4 LR F(9J.9J) 64
NEW NEW IBERrA Analog ADD P ~ N/C 90.8 88 2.8 -3 0 6 3 UHF 532 A+1 LR F(9J,50) 64
NEW ELDORADO Analog ADD P ~ NfC 325 249 76 45 0 6 2 UHF 522 Co LR F(9J,9J) 64

ELDORADO Analog ADD P o NfC 2AJ3.1 249 54.1 45 0 6 2 UHF 522 Co LR F(50.50) 64
WNOL·T'v NEW ORLEANS Analog lie 5CXXJ N/C 00.9 96 2.9 ·25 0 6 3 UHF 38+ T-1LLR F(50,50) 54
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Dean R. Brenner, do hereby certifY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing
"AMENDMENT TO PETITION FOR RULE MAKING" was served by mail this 18th day of
May 2001, to:

NazifaNaim
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Gordon Godfrey
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

John Morgan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

tk-~_
Dean R. Brenner

F:\Clients\FANT\Plaquemine amendment.wpd

-4-


