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I am the president of the Long Beach/Lakewood California Chapter
of Self Help for Hard of Hearing People (SHHH). It has been
brought to my attention that Congress has directed the FCC to
auction off some spectrum to commercial users. To comply with
that directive, the FCC is considering the sale of frequency
band 216-217MHz, the band that is allocated for the use of
assistive listening devices that many people with hearing loss
use for FM systems. WE OPPOSE THAT ACTION!

I use the FM systems when I attend theater productions, or
conferences. The digital hearing aids I wear in my ears are
nearly perfect, but actors and speakers drop their voices
occasionally, and I rely on FM systems to pick up speech that
I would otherwise miss. Many members of our organization
participate in meetings, functions, and activities. They depend
on FM systems to provide them with a hearing level somewhat
equal to the normal sound of voices and music.

We are impressed when we see the strides that have been made
in classrooms so children can hear what the teacher is saying,
and all with the use of FM systems.

How could the FCC and members of Congress who claim to be in
favor of improving education opportunities for children all
over America even THINK about selling those bands to commercial
users!

Please find an alternative method of attacking deficit reduction.
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Mrs. Raye Fairchild, President
SHHH Long Beach/Lakewood California Chapter
5702 Belen Street
Long Beach, CA 90815
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