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Attention: Stop Code 1800El
Television Branch

Re: Joint Petition for Rule Making
by Alabama Educational Television Commission, licensee ofWAIQ(TV)
and Cosmos Broadcasting Corporation, licensee of WSFA(TV)
MM Docket No. ,......-----
REQUEST FOREXPEDITED PROCESSING

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of Cosmos Broadcasting Corporation, licensee ofWSFA(TV), Montgomery,
Alabama ("Cosmos"), we hereby respectfully request expedited processing of the Joint Petition
for Rule Making that was filed on April 27, 2001, by Alabama Educational Television
Commission ("AETC") and Cosmos ("Joint Petition").

The Joint Petition proposed the substitution of Channel *27 for Channel *14 as WAIQ
DT's paired DTV allocation and the substitution of Channel 14 for Channel 57 as WSFA-DT's
paired DTV allocation. As stated in the Joint Petition, WAIQ-DT's proposed channel change
would permit WAIQ-DT to increase its effective radiated power so as to maximize service and
ensure effective replication for viewers throughout the DMA. Moreover, because WAIQ-DT's
proposed DTV Channel *27 is adjacent to its NTSC Channel *26, WAIQ-DT could better share
transmission equipment and facilities between the two operations and could more easily transfer
digital operations to Channel *26, WAIQ(TV)'s traditional channel, at the close of the DTV
transition. WSFA-DT's proposed channel substitution would allow WSFA-DT to vacate the
Channels 52-59 band and relocate into the "core" spectrum of Channels 2-51, thereby advancing
the Commission's goal of recovering non-core spectrum for auction and reallocation. Operation
on the lower-numbered channel also would improve signal coverage for viewers in the DMA and
ensure effective service replication. Thus, the proposed channel substitutions would achieve
efficiencies and public interest benefits and enhance the proposed DTV service of a
noncommercial station.
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Further delay in the issuance of a notice ofproposed rulemaking could frustrate the
achievement of these public interest benefits, given the new cut-off procedures set forth in the
Review ofthe Commission's Rules and Policies Affecting the Conversion to Digital Television
Report and Order in MM Docket No. 00-39 ("DTV Biennial Review"). The DTV Biennial
Review states that the Commission will provide cut-off protection to DTV rule making petitions
on their comment deadline. Thus, until the Commission issues a Notice ofProposed Rule
Making and until the specified comment deadline passes, WAIQ-DT's and WSFA-DT's
proposed facilities and the resulting public interest benefits are at risk. Moreover, in light of the
impending DTV construction deadline ofMay 1,2002, for commercial stations and May 1,
2003, for noncommercial stations, time is of the essence.

As described in a letter filed June 19,2001, by AETC, there is an urgent need for
expedition due to AETC's dependence on state funding for its transition to digital operations. To
meet the State's deadline of September 3,2001, for requests for payment from funds
appropriated for FY 2000 so as to be assured of the timely availability of necessary funds, AETC
must place an order for channel-specific components of the digital transmitter by the end of July.

In light of the foregoing, Cosmos respectfully urges the Commission to expedite its
processing of the Joint Petition and promptly issue a Notice ofProposed Rule Making proposing
the requested channel substitutions for WAIQ-DT and WSFA-DT. Please inform me if you
should need any additional information in connection with this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

COSMOS BROADCASTING CORPORATION/--

Its Attorneys

cc: Jacqueline P. Cleary
attorney for Alabama Educational Television Commission


