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•
June 20, 2001

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W., Room TWB204
Washington, DC 20024

EX-PARTE LETTER

Re: In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service
"Petition for Waiver for the Utilization of Schools and Libraries
Internet Point-of-Presence in Rural Remote Alaska Villages
Where No Local or Toll-Free Access Exists" CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Ms. Salas:

This letter is being filed, in duplicate, in accordance with the Commission's Rules, to
report that yesterday, June 20, 2001, I met with Mark Seifert and Katherine Tofigh of the
Common Carrier Bureau on the State's Petition for Waiver referenced above. I summarized key
points from the Alaska Telephone Associations and United Utilities, Inc. comments on the
petition, which are a matter of public record.

I focused on the waiver being out of step with the Act, and the Commission's,
"competitively neutral" provisions and Universal Service policies. Consortia between private
sector entities and "e" program participants has been encouraged by the Commission and the
Commission's rule permits consortia with private sector entities. The requirement that any
services purchased by consortia from ILECs, be at "generally" tariffed rates, does not exclude
any private sector entity, including an ILEC, from participating in consortia. The Commission
should clarify that any interpretation of its consortia rules that seeks to completely ban consortia
with private sector entities is off the mark.

Facilitating consortia between private sector entities and "e" rate program participants
will encourage the rapid deployment by the private sector ofIntemet services in Alaska's
unserved communities. Consortia will also promote efficiency by making the "unused" and
"wasted" bandwidth on "e" rate program circuits available for purchase. These additional funds
can be used to reduce program costs or to make more funds available for other universal service
program needs. Consortia with private sector entities can be facilitated by "competitively
neutral" guidelines/rules for schools (and libraries) serving Alaskan villages to follow.
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During our discussion, I referred to the FCC Order, released May 8, 1997 (Docket
Number 96-45), CFR 54.501 (d), and FCC Form 471 instructions - October 2000.

In the event there are any questions concerning this matter, please communicate with the
undersigned.

Very truly yours,

Attachment

cc: Mark Seifert
Katherine Tofigh
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