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STEP APPEAL CHRONOLOGY

RE : 471 Application Number:
Funding Request Number:
Funding Year 2:

131643
237457
July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2000

December 1, 1999 Talked to George McDonald, Schools and
Libraries Division (SLD) Director of Operations. (Effective June
11, 2001, George McDonald will become SLD's Acting President as
the current president, Kate Moore, is leaving.) In our December
I, 1999 conversation, Mr. McDonald said that to solve our problem
we should write a letter appealing the decision and asking for the
restoration of funding, and, also, requesting a SPIN change to the
SPIN of one of the underlying common carriers. In this
conversation he acknowledged that, even among SLD personnel, there
was confusion regarding the rules and requirements of the new E
rate program.

December 3, 1999 Letter to SLD Appeals Unit.

December 21, 1999 Checked with SLD hotline (1 888 203-8100) 
Anna - Asked about Year 3 issuance of Forms 470 and 471 - Per
Anna, do not issue Form 470, but do issue Form 471. I called Andy
and advised that the school should not issue 470, but should issue
471 using Nebraska Central's SPIN.

February 15, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Claudette in Appeals
Unit. Per Claudette, no resolution on appeal - sorry for delay 
SLD has over 2,000 appeals for Y2.

March 29, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Michelle - too late in
the day to check with Appeals Unit in New Jersey .

March 30, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Ms. St. George (?) -
appeal still pending, no resolution yet.

April 27, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Joann - appeal in review
- in final stages - letter will be sent - didn't want to give date
- said maybe a month/month and a half.

May 15, 2000 Called SLD - appeal is with "appeal reviewer"
- no decision yet.

June 15, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Joe in the Appeals Unit
- said appeal is still "being processed" - no hold-up for Y3.

July 20, 2000 Called SLD twice - computers down.



July 21, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Michelle - computer
system in Appeals Unit still down - said she will check when
system back up and will call with information.

August 24, 2000 Called SLD - nothing going on with appeal -
SLD person said they were probably waiting on COPAN decision.

November 7, 2000 Called SLD, talked to Joann - I asked about Y2
funding deadline that was fast approaching - she said if appeal
granted, will receive money even if after deadline.

January 2, 2001
many others."

Called SLD - appeal still pending, "as are

April 12, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Mark Parker (?) - he
called SLD Technical Division - Roger at Technical Client Services
said matter should be resolved in a couple months.

May 11, 2001 Called SLD, talked to LeAnn - said she would
check with SPIN change group and Appeals Unit and call me back.

May 31, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Julie - said she would
have LeAnn call me back.

Called SLD, talked to Dan - Dan assigned Case
Number 51673 and said he'd have LeAnn call me back.

Called SLD, talked to Josh - LeAnn had left
for the day.

June 1, 2001 Called SLD, talked to Mary - she checked with

Loretta Calabro
TELEC Consulting Resources, Inc.
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AMENDMENT HO. 1

This Amendment No. 1 is made this 1~b day of June, 1992 by

and between CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COMPANY and THE NEBRASKA

CENTRAL TELEPHONE CO., hereinafter the ·Companies·, SANDHILLS

TECHNOLOGY/TELECOMMUNICATIONS EDUCATIONAL PROJECT, hereinafter

the 'Co-op', and CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 044, CUSTER

COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 025, SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

NO. 001, CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 015 and BLAINE COUNTY

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 071, hereinafter in the aggregate the nSchool

Districts. n

WHEREAS, the Companies have formed a Nebraska General

Partnership named NEBCON Partnership (nNEBCON') in which the

Companies are equal Partners, for the purpose of owning,

operating and maintaining the fiber optic teleco~unications

cable facility which is the subject matter of that certain

Facilities Lease Agreement between the parties hereto dated

May 1, 1992 (the nAgreement'); and

WHEREAS, the Companies desire to assign the Agreement to

NEBCON, and the Co-op and the School Districts are Willing to

consent to such assignment.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises, and other

good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of

which is hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as follows:
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1. All of the rights and obligations of the Companies set

forth in the Agreement shall be assigned to NEBCON, and NEBCON

shall be substituted for the Companies in the Agreement.

2. section 2.2 of the Agreement shall be amended to

provide that all payments by the Co-op and/or the School

Districts shall be transmitted to NEBCON at 22 LaBarre Street,

P. o. Box 700, Gibbon, Nebraska 68840, rather than to

Consolidated Telephone Company.

3. All notices to be directed to NEBCON shall be

transmitted as provided in Sect10n 8.3 of the Agreement to the

companies at the addresses shown in such Section 8.2.

4. The parties reaffirm all of the remaining provisions of

the Agreement.

.j;li9£lW.IIOTARV-Statf of"
M. LOUISE CLARK

. Io\y Comm. Exp. feb. 26. 1995

ATTEST:

L~~ L;;-ICa-q~

&:MI. 1JtMr.- III IIIaIb
CAROl. RYKER

IIre-.. Exp. StaIt. 30, lI93

ATTEST:

SANDHILLS TECHNOLOGY/
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
EDUCATIONAL PROJECT

BY~~~
Its: tJ~

BLAINE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 071
(SANDHILLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

By: k7~-u..= ~~
(I

CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 015
(ANSELMO-MERNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

-2-
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ATl'EsT:

7?7.~J -<.- ~ (I!---Ji-,
CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 025
(BROKEN BOW PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

~)L~
1/. ~ L/)Jr'<"[z j~

ATTEST:

AGEIEr.AlIiOTARY-stat! ~f rr(.!~ ~
~ JEANN~ R. RA??
~ My Com/ll. uf). Nov. 22. 19'.:4

CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 044
(ANSLEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

CO.

Its :_..L32:::....:....- _

THE

SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 001
(LOUP CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS)

BY:-1!'l~~
Its: g~1?1~

ATTEST:

,. {:~!EJW."" tJlliIaSb
i; ~oe.1UILIR

<~~:~;~ _fila", J-\9-'tt

L\ n cL.J ~Vyu. \\.r.r
j~G., IClqJ-

ATTES:;.T...;;.:~~~~~~~~
&BWL!IOJMY..........

. 1UII\. DelE I EJSlINI
, , Mya-.&L 1IIr. 11.1994

'7 .(-rj)xf!0z.!)i~·,
--0 &2i"/I/"'I' I

J1.l\0£. ;:; I I '1 0, do
ATTEST:

-3-
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CBR'rIPICA'.l'B OP PARTHBlitSIlIP

This certificate of Partnership is being filed pursuant to

Neb.Rev.stat. §67-101 (Reissue of 1986).

1. The name of the General Partnership is NEBCON

Partnership, a General Partnership.

2. The general nature of the business is: to own and

operate fiber optic telecommunications cable facilities and to do

such other business as ~ay be agreed upon by the Partnership and

permitted by The Nebraska Uniform Partnership Act.

3. The principal place of business of the General Partner-

ship is: 22 LaBarre Street, P. O. Box 700, Gibbon, Nebraska

68640.

4. The name and address of each of the Partners in the

General Partnership is: Consolidated Telephone Company,

6900 Van Dorn, suite 21, Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 and The Nebraska

Central Telephone Co., 22 LaBarre Street, P. O. Box 700, Gibbon,

Nebraska 66840.

DATED: May 1, 1992.

co.

Title :-L:~~<::::...!( _

THE NEBRASKA CENTRAL TELEPHONE

BY:~~Titl:=~

S1'ATE OF NEBR.'\SKA ~~~
C:::lXty cf .Buffalo •

Rocorded in the County Clerk's Office

0"£ said C»fnty the __ -4 (./A.. .

day Of•._~~ •• _199..( at.,L:;oPM.
__ •.~~ Re\;ord

Boo~~~- O1l~~O .•§~./..
-~- -QCAGk~-
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SECRETARY'S RECORD, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

BUORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

IN ~ MATTER OF A JOINT APPLICATION ) Application No. C-923
BY CONSOLIDATED TELEPHONE COMPANY )
AND mE NEBRASKA CENTRAL TELEPHONE CO.)
FOR CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC ) GRANTED
CONVENIENCE AND NECESS ITY TO PROVIDE )
FOR TRANSMISSION OF DISTANCE LEARNING )
AND C£RTAIN ADDITIONAL TELECOMMUNI- )
CATIONS TRAFFIC. ) Entered: April 14, 1992

APPEARANCES

AND

For the Applic~~ts

Paul M. Schudel, Esq.
WOODS & AITKEN
1500 American Charter Center
206 South 13th St.
Lincoln, NE 68S08
(402) 474-0321

o PIN ION

BY THE COMMISSION:

For the !nteLvener, US West
Communications, Inc.

Richard L. Johnson, Esq.
1314 Douqlas On-The-Mall
omaha, NE 68102
(402) 422-5617

FIN DIN G S

The applicants, Consolidated Telephone Company
("Consolidated") and The Nebraska Central Telephone Co.
("Central") filed their joint application (hereinafter referred
to simply as "the application") March 11, 1992 seekinq
certificates of public convenience and necessity. PUblic
notice was duly published in the Omaha Daily Record March 13,
1992 pursuant to the Commission's Rules of Procedure. on April
6, 1992 the applicants filed a motion for leave to amend the
application. At the same time, US West filed a petition to
formally intervene. The US West petition specifies that it

.consents to the granting of the amended application. At the
Commission's weekly formal meetinq, April 6, 1992, it granted
the motion. The amended application is therefore the subject
of this order.

As amended, the application seeks certificates of authority
for the construction of a fiber optic telecommunications
facility ("facility") to provide "Distance Learnlnq" to the
Anselmo-Merna, Ansley, Broken Bow, Loup City, and Sandhil.ls
School Districts ("school districts") in connection with a
proqram referred to as the "Sandhills Tech-
nology/Telecommunications Educational Project ("STEP").
Construction of this network by the applicants will be, at
least in part, in the US West local exchange.

No protests to the application were received.
Division of Communications filed letter

The Nebraska
of informal
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SECRETAR'{'S RECORD. NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application C-923 Page 2

intervention apprising the Commission of its interest in this
matter. The application will therefore be administratively
processed without1 a hea~inQ and relying on the affidavit
attached thereto.

of
the
the

the affidavit
Secretary) ,

fully advised,

consideration of the pleadings,
E. Thompson (Consolidated's

statutory authority, and beinq
is the opinion and finds:

Upon
Clifford
pertinent
Commission

This application is governed specifically by Nebraska Rev.
stat. §75-604 (Reissue 1990) which states in pertinent part:

-.1) Except as provided 1n sel:1:10n 116-80S. no. , . corPOrl)tion . • • l5tRll 011e" any

-teleco-..lo;.tlon. ~,..vice or 5hall construc1: MW talal:OMIUIlicatlons f_l111:1.. in or

ext.",d existing telec~icaHons facUltie. into the tar,.U:ory of ano1:M"
tel.c:-..oicatiQf\S COllP.,y for the purposa of providing -.ny ta1a_i_'Uon.s servi_
without fIrst -.king an ~licetlon fo,. ~ receiving fru. the co..i ••lon • cartificat.
of public convanJenc. and nac.ssUy. aft.r due not.1ce ~ hearing unci... iM rule. encI

~l.tion. of the co..i ••Ion. Bafora grant!n. • cartificat. of convenience encI

~sdty, the co..is.lon shall find that: (a) Tha t.rritory in which the applicant
propO$eS to offar teleco-wunicat1ons service 1s not receiving reasonably adequata

teleco-.uftJcatlons service; (b) the portion of tha territory of another

telec-..nlcation. eoapany In whieh or into which the 81Pplic:ant propOses to construct

new facilities or extend its existing 1.cl11ti•• is not and will not within a raasonable

ti~e racejva re.sonebly adequata talec~io;atlons sarvice fro~ the talac~icatlons

coltPany alr_dy ..rvlng the tardiary; 0,. Cc) the application is agreeable to the

subscribers or subscriMrs and to all telec-.nicaUons COIIPAftias involved in the
••ttar. will not cra.te • duplication of faciliUes, lind is in the Int",e.t of the
PUblio and the pariy or p.,.tles requiring telac~ic.tlons sarvice.

Before the Commission can issue the certificates souqht by
the applicants, it must make specific findings as required by
§75 ..604. Cbambers Rural Tel. Co. v. X. & II. Tel. Co.,
Inc .• 179 Neb. 735, 140 N.W.2d 400 (1966).

Consolidated is a Nebraska corporation with its principal
place of business located in Lincoln, Nebraska. As a local
exchange carrier ("LEC"), Consolidated prOVides tele
communications services to subscribers in the Anselmo, Arthur,
Ashby, Bingham, Brewster, Brownlee, Durminq, Halsey, Hyannis,
Merna, Mullen, Purdum, Seneca, Thedford, and Whitman exchanges.

Central is a Nebraska corporation with its principal place
of business located in Gibbon, Nebraska. As aLEC, Central
provides telecommunications services to subscribers in the

,
See Title 291 Neb. Admin. Regs. Ch. 1. RUle 018.03
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Application C-923 Page 3

Ansley, Arcadia, Burwell, Comstock, Ericson, Gibbon,
Burwell, North Loup, Sargent, Scotia, Shelton, and
exchanqes.

North
Taylor

The telecommunications services furnished by Consolidated
and Central are, as a qeneral matter, subject to requlation by
the Commission and are provided pursuant to statutes, rules,
and regulations administered by the Commission.

Distance Learning, as qenerally understood, and as used
specifically in the amended application, means communications
which provide any student who is physica~ly separated from the
instructor with the capacity to interact with that instructor
or with mediated instructional programs.

The school districts cited above, through their school
administrators, have stated to Consolidated and Central 't.heir
desire to implement Distance Learninq between their schools
with implementation coordinated through STEP. In this
connection, $TEP and the school districts have requested
Consolidated and Central to construct the facility for the
transmission of audio and video signals and to allow provision
of Distance Learninq.

The facility will proceed qenerally along a route with a
northernmost point at the Sandhills Hiqh School buildinq in
Dunning, then proceedinq to the Anselmo-Merna High School
buildinq in Merna, thereafter entering US West I s Broken Bow
exchange area at the meet point With Consolidated's Merna
exchange, proceeding to the Broken Bow High School bui Iding ,
then to Central's Ansley exchange to the Ansley High School
bui lding, then across portions of US West's Mason City and
Litchfield exchanges to US West's Loup City exchange and
through that exchanqe to the Loup City Hiqh School building.
The facility will not be connected to US West's central offices
without US West's concurrence.

US West has consented to the construction of the facility in
and through those exchanqes of US West as described in the
precedinq paraqraph for the purposes of prOViding Distance
Learning services.

Consolidated and Central intend to install a multi-fiber
optical cable as the facility, to be jointly owned by both
companies on an equal basis, with sUfficientc::apacity to carry
Distance Learning traffic for STEP and the school districts,
and to complete placement of the facility [or use by JUly 15,
1992. Additionally, Consolidated and Central intend to lease a
portion of the capacity of the facility between Broken Bow and
LOUp_ City to US West for the purpose of providing diverse
routlng for such exchanges as well as other US West exchanges.
Use of the facility will be pursuant to contractual
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Application C-923 Page 4

arran~ements

West.
with STEP, the school districts, and us

Absent construction of the facility, adequate transmission
facili ties do not exist which can meet the specific
requirements of STEP and the school districts, nor does
transmission capacity exist to allow diverse routinq of
telecommunications traffic to US West's Broken Bow and Loup
City exchanqes. Duplication of facilities will not occur as a
result of this application' 8 approval. Further, the
application is agreeable to the subscribers (the school
districts) and to all the affected telecommunications
companies. Approving the application is in the interest of the
public and the subscribers. Therefore, the application
satisfies the requirements established by §75 M 604(c). The
evidence before us demonstrates that the public convenience and
necessity requires this application be granted.

o R D E R

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Commission that Application No. C-923 be, and it is hereby,
granted and that Consolidated Telephone Company and The
Nebraska Central Telephone Co. are authorized to construct,
operate, and maintain the facility over the route generally
described supra to provide transmission for Distance
Learning services for STEP and the school districts, and to
provide transmission capacity for diverse rout1n~ of
telecommunications traffic of US West.

IT IS FURXHER. ORDERED that this order be and it is hereby
made the Commission's official certificate of public
convenience and necessity to Consolidated Telephone Company and
The Nebraska Central Telephone Co. to construct, operate, and
maintain the facility over the route and for the purposes of
providing Distance Learninq and diverse routin~ as described
previously in this order.

MADE AND ENTERED in Lincoln, Nebraska this 14th day of
April, 1992.

2
Revle\of of" the contract leads us to conclUde Itli contents are not ge,.••ne to

approval of the application, other than that the partl.s are In .gr....nt 8S to hov
the system shar, .ffect them. We therefore do not requIre the contr.ct to be ..de.
~8rt of the record In thIs applIcatIon. -
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AttEST:

MMISSION

COMMISS lONERS CONCORR.ING

}J,~~
j)~~.

Iis//Frank E. Lan~iS. J~
Ils//James F. Munnelly
I/s//Eric Rasmussen

•• I _ ......__ __.. • .•
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Linking Up
Many Rural Regions
Are Growing Again;
A Reason: Technology

Small Nebraska Towns Find
Fiber Optics Help Bring
Jobs and New Residents

'We're the Envy of the Area'

By Blu. RicllARIlli
&1-"fte~atTHa W.u.1. 8ft..... "'OUIUt......

AINSWORTH. Neb. - For yean, tra.V-'
elers here were meted by a blHboan! that
said, only hall In Jest, "WelCllllle 10 Alns'
WOI'lh, lhe Middle of NowIIere." So wilen a
lUll 01 wind blew the slm dlnm Iut
spring, it Hemed Ilke an omen of cllanp.

WIllie Ailliworth IIlar from lhl nearellt
Intentate, II and m&II)' other tiny IoWnI
tlnd thl!llllfelvel Iocal!d right on the Infor
matlon superhlrhway. 'or the l1lIt of the
natJon, the multlm!dla, merabll future
may IUU be lIUlly hype and hope, but
ImaU·tow!l America 11 ltartlnr to flit all
Inkllnr of whal il means. as the new
~oolatY b1un dJIdnctlons betWlIen ru
ral and urban areas.

AllIIWOnh'l public library boutI a
two-way, VldecHxlnllreneiJlr urnt SIdney
SaJzmen, the tOWll'1 67'year-old 1'f\I1llt',
says lrllen state orDelall Installed the
s}'Ilem two yean &10. lie !l(Ul'llllt would
bean electronic radre! pther1nrdllll. But
by now. jllli about eYerybody In loWJ1 bu
trIed It - Inctuellnr 11Im. LocaJ mlnllten,
hoIpltaJ omdals, I lawyer and 11lllll'llnet
qenl UIf It J'tIU1arl)'. nJe ()vv.5G Club
even squeeUd In fronl 01 the let to dlacUII
their arlhnlll WIth the stair or a IIIIl'1lnr
sdloot In 'Ir-orr OIIIaila.

"WIth this lhInr;' the mayor marvell,
"we're just anollJer suburb 01 Chlcqo:'
How, Wbere 1lI Lift

Uke the comlnr of the ralll'O&l1 a cen·
lUI')' alO and tile arrival 01 the intentale
hlrhwaysyslem In the 18&01, telecommunt·
ClItion Is dramallcally reamnctnJ rural
ille. Such dneloplllllltsuliber optics and
dlta ~prUlloo art sbaklnf up ewry'
thlnr rrom buslnea tD nlTal llducallon to
mldldne. And perhapt .. fmporlanlulls
InOUence on hoW people live, the new
technololY la startlnr \0 ~eet..,. they
live.

DlII1nr the lMOl. farm aJUOIldlllona,
plummetlnr lInd pric,s and 1Hcllnlnil
servlcea drove many PIUIlle out of rural
&rell like o\IllIWllI't1I. AlIIllIII UlUlOllced
are ~nt Cl!IUlIS llrures SOOwII\( an
abrupt lUnIaboul In the rural dlupol'll:
more thin 400 nil'll CIlIlIltlell whole popuIa.
!10ft! sbrank durlnr lhl i_ are now
ITO-Inll. Hundreds ol O(/Iel'l 11I." ellher
Slablllzed or slowed thefr papulal\on JaIl
alnee 1180.

In all, durin. the nl1t two )'lin of the
19901. nIl'Il counllall ralned n..,., IIlI,lllItI
new mklenll. ThaI 11 a 8&IlI ClllItI'UIID
lhe pl'lVtoua dtallt, wlltn lbI MUl1I
looked so bleak that _ ~ 111I'
rested tumlnr the Great P1a1n11l1d1: oYer
10 the bullalo. So tapW and IIIIIlqlId8d Ilu
the POPUlation tumlllllut bela tlI&t U S
Wesl Communlcallanl, wbleb M'YIl:w 10
Slala in the Orat Plains &lid Nwthwesl,
now b1amea the I'UI'IIInIIur fl1T -JIlnr
Its Ift!lallers.

IaJ 002/002

aoclal ortanlzaUon In thll counlry:'
. Does thai mean Ainsworth can lorret
,about repIaclll( III "Middle or Nowhere"
11m? Perhape, sayl William 8eym.
ehalmlD at the Unlverslty of WUhtnr
lOll" rqraph, department.

Dr, Beyers's l'elearell te&III recently
InlerYltwed :HI lervlce-Induatry ern
pIoytn In rural areu, utIllf them why
they located Where they clld. What ha
fOUDcl, he says. WU I prollreratlon or
1ICCOU0lanll, ftlalllll1llllellt ClllllUllanll
aJlIl trelIItectI llIO\'Inf to IllIIII loWJ1s.
'''l'Ilts, people are deeply Into compUlers
and teleCIIllImullicalloDl," Dr. Beyers
1111, "They can wtrIlln amall townl and
seJllha InlormatJon to ellenll eIlIewlwlre."
'TWu-Ed(1!lI s-d'

But Dr. Btyel'll&)'l his team also found
JOlla IIowlll( dOwn lbe lIber-opUc cable
lway ll'Olll mall CllIIIIIlunlUu. "We lound
IeIecommuateatllllll pWIJnr jobl out of
lITIall townl by ellmlnatlnr branch ornell

e
'Wire' BrtIIp JobI

WhIle some of Ihat Influx II ClUSed by
retirees or c:ompantn seekInr lower-aJlt
enYlrona, technolOO' not only 11 enabllDr
tbote trends, bul exertlnr a pll1l 01 til own,

~me~;~~e~I~~~~ Linking Up: Nebraska Towns Sec
Beale SlYI advaneed-commUlllcatloD, .

~c~:~t~:x=;:I~:~:~r:=.; t' . Higb Technology Bringing Jobs
"BYtl)' survey lhows IlIIIn peopIl WUlI IIlylne lOftIlber Ihree IDiiii 01\ me tIocr-

lO live In small loWIIl lhan exn lind jobl optlcDttwllrtandalonr-dtalUlceoperator bul'- In u.e alaltl," IlIYI ErIc Tan-
lhere," he laYS. "If you WIre thllll, the1 Ierne. haadJlnr:lt 10cII telephone compa. raJO&, a Mayo Clinic c:ammunlly·medlclnt
WID COllIt." nlu In I'ltbrulla and SoullI DaIlatL Mr. COlIIullant IIIUI a board melllller 01 the

Nowhere 11 thlll netd of dreaml pile- 1'ltIsoft II debaUne wIllllW' \0 Imllt IJ1 a Amtflwl Ttltmtdlellle Auoclal1on.
nomenon more evident tban In Hebrua, mllllolHlolJar, IlIlHf·tbe1rt pltce .01 "TIIe)"re PQIIIIne the Inlormatlon super-
wbm nesrty lIa.Il the 1.8 rnIUlon ntldenll equipment called an IIYlIChronoUi lralll' h1rlrny because It will put them on a par
sUlI reside In plnprlck c:ommunilitl seal. ter llIAlde IWIlch lhIIt WOII1d sharply baoIt with blner II&leI."
tend acron tht stalt. Thl 1981l1 IIain- . htllystam'1 data c:apaclly. aes.rdlert In just beetnnlnr 10
mend N.bralka, Wllh 13 01 Its 93 counties The 55-year-old seton of the lamllY" .IUd, the Impact 01 communications lllClt-
loslnr populaUon. Since 1190, however, aD own.ed telephone eompany MtJllI a)llt nololY on rvral areu. They say the aa·
bUI20 counUes Ireeither ralnlnc rtlldenll awtd by thli lIeluloIoIY upIotIon. '111it I1on'l tradltJolIII economic developmenl
or have slabUl&ed, ..ltInr llere ID AIIl'Ol'&, Neb., aJlIl rm Pillem' may be In tor a dn.mallc recul' .

John AUen, I rural soclakleIlt at thl c:ompelllll !Iead·to-head with AT&T, MCI Inr. "We are rlp! on tile edit 01 a new
UnlVllrslly 01 Nebrulta, says It II no Ind Sprtnt;' Mr. NelIan layl. :'You don·t form of lIOCIal and ecoDOmlc oTlonlza-
coincidence tile atale'l popuIatioD tum- needlPlantwllhS,oaepuldnrlpacatodo I1on," la)W the UDtvanily or Ntbruta'i
around tracks llle rrwth 01 COllImunlea· lhIa aJl11DOI'I." Dr. Allen. "WI are rapidly Ippl'OQ(hlnr
lion lechnolorY here. "Alter the 1-'," In the deUeata IallotY at smaII'lO'Il'n the potnt \fblre technolol'Y empowers peo-
lays Or. Allen, "we looked around aJlIl said lurvtftl, _ IG "lhe ffiler," .. NebrtIJ- pie 10 cllarlp their lIVlII( patterns In the
we hlva I dedllloll to mlkt: WI can do baa c:all their b1p·ledl lrUlllllI_lon U.s. People will be able to lake lhelr lamlly
nothlne and JUlI watch OIIr popuIaIIan IIntI, sometimes can spell lIIe d1rterellCe and their ItlIII and MUle somewhere
draIn away, Dr w, can try lome creallva 6etwMn lifo and d.lb. . baled on quaDly 01 Ilfe, DOt on how cIcIe
Ihlnp lO hOld on to our PtOIIIe." zo TaU DII/lIIInr, Neb-. I COI1IlllUIllty wllh tlley" be to the blr-elly job market. That's ,
BuIld It, We'D Uae It ---..,.~:lbout ISl'llldellla, w'- Band Hltll Hlrh I doparlurt trom lb. lr8dIllonal lonn of I

Nebruka omclall beflll proddlJ1,1oc&1 ~: ~_~ laA~ of !I~~ 'cbooll~ _ m-= __
lelephone companlll Ind otlJlI' buslnlllel ~ - ..- a. ".....tIIIct -wus;' IIIlWDrt IIIe
to Invelt In tlber optlCl, dlrltaJ swIlclles ... : .Ilate lit up l1l'o yean qo. DunnIIIr can't
and other hlrh·ltcb rear. "We loIc1I-Aus. :: :: afton! a forel(ll-laIl(Ulp 1aach8r, I&)'lI

IN .. M1ell11l 'l'lIboa. lIIDd- HIl1I' prIn~.
try, 'You build ll, and WI'n be !he uclIOl' ; . !IlIttId. 35 of Ballll NIDI' 66slUdenlllWl
IenInt,' " says W1Wam Wier, director or S Illllrom '·_·"··10 u. 30
Nlbrult&'l dlvillea at -";"'uu'-"--, ~ pan a.-liRa< .....ma- mil.

-~, .........,- ~ away-byinterultftlelevlllon,commun!'
Some 6,100 mJltI of lIbtr'Oplic ablebu :: Cltllll ovar lba IIIOIIltlll'l on tlltlr cWt-

been lald~ l'lebruka comfltlda, pro- ~ raom wall aDd I fax machine.
vldlnr I palllny tor Iarp IlllOUnIl of ,. Without !lie syetem, Mr. Tealuln Sl~,
dl&1tlzed data lIIed b, aJIlIOraltons and ,. ""'._1.'"' II ho _.'/0 ••~. Shl.....resolutlon. lwv-way vtdeo. Stale om. ,.. 1 0 W w..... - JI\IlI'

." : lib nuIlI hltt to traD,'er to MernL
clallan UliIl(!lIe I)'lItem to IQIOlIIOl' a bOIl :_ "lvenlllally," 11I1&)'1, "the &miller IIlIh
or lllIalIoIOWD IlqleItlllllllllD tetemedlclne IdlOOI lbUlI dOn. Alld once a a:mnnunlly
and "dIaIanoe Jeamlar." AU butftttotlhll • IaMllta hIrb 1Chool, It'l daomed."
ltale', county lelllve IlnUd DOW to lbII Donald VudeTheldtn. the school Ill"
lIbeHptle nll't/al't. partotendtnl III Broken Bow, another or

"Nebraska hu Ul:8IIed at &daptlllI to the !lve towna In tile network, 1111 SOINI
lIlI CIIll\lIlUIIleallonI molUllDll,"'1&11 COl-
Ittll Murphv, a .._.- 1p~"N_ al school·boIn! members balked II lhe tl~·

"I ._--....-, _...... nual cot! of oplll'IUnr tile vtdeo rear-
lilt center lor tile New Wilt. a DelIver- about S12,oae. "TIlly law It u JUIl annther
bald, P\IblIC1lOIIcy lIIIM taDk. loti. wur- bJr-spendlr project;' lie 18)'L "1 don'tllbI'" l bandtul of stain lncIudlnr lblllll:~ many peopIt here uDdIl'llood

...... ",",10" AS. 011-. I what thllaya_ CIIUId do."
QIIIItlUMd lI'rtii. I"Irrt Piiie-- 11leydonlN', ''1IlIIed to bilhaHOOIbaII

Nebrulla, Nnrlb CIroIlna and Iowa are wu tile lint thlD( !be, showed Ylillon
......." 1&)" Crystal CIIIe. a ItIl10r at

"reall)' on the cultIllf edp 10 UIIl11 t1Jese Ansley HIrb SCIlooI. one of the SChooll an
tee:hnoiD(luln mryday 1I1e... the networtr., ''Now It'. the lIber-opl1c NDAY. NO......uBBR 21.'....... ....JW elUJllllt, Aurora, Neb., with aboul ~..... ~ -
3,800l'IlIlIlIenll. hu beeomellllllelhlnrola room,"
cue stIIlIy In bIgI1ltd1" Impact III thl HIIlwaJ _ tile 1lI.te, In ~ II1T Insurance COIIlpanltl aDd banIls." lie
Itale, Durlne the 1",mon lIlan I douIl brldlt, clIaaIt II COIIllnr In \lie form of says. "TlIII II a two-ed(!d swon!...
etllply Itorefl'Dllll lined the lown'l CIIUTt· telemedlcine, On a recent attemoQlI, the IIr. S&Izman. AlnIWllr!h', mayor, IIYI
I10IIIe lquare, and JlOIIUI&lIon had bel'lllllO lO\Im' I three dodIln IllIllmy In IrImt of ~ he 1Jn'1 won1lId. Thlnp U1l lookInr up
dwindle. ''Th.n was I lime wilen IIIere pllr ollnttrllcllVi YldeO ICI'tIllIIn CIJ.1i". nan since the It8ll1, wtIen tht town lost
\fIre onty l1l'o c:llo\ces of JobI 1f)'IID slay!d brIdp MtllIlll'Ill Hospital, pnpannr !lie 15'10 of Its populatIon. All\IWOrth'a CbeYy
hen," uys PhUUp Nelson, presldenl r:t alalt'l tint teltmedJctne pattnt - a local dealenillp has reopened, lICIdIn( a doletl
Hamilton Telecommunications, the local mID whole III' pallllllDo leftn III allow new Jobs. Kelly Cobb, llIe manarer, laYS
telellhone CllIIIPIlny, "You could linn, or him tD trlm. lDIleId, a n_1Il'(IlllI at lie hu lIIed tbe dealershlp'l COIIlputer,
you could cIert. In the CouHlI-cout tile UlJlvenl17 of Ntbru1ul1iledlcal Call1lJ'. \fhleb ,eansln"ntortn_Illlle II&tes,
slon." 10 OmtJla &tTaIlIII to namIDt lba man on tor abOUt M of 1111 lie_ 161ts. Two
PayOff for BuaIanlI lIII vtdeO 1IR1t. 'nIlllpec:talllt diU.. an 1111'S 611I. Jmy ~t I1lIl\I!d Ills com·

NowadIYS. Aurora's unemployment \I opIn1oD • \ht spot IIIIlI rax. a 1IIOf'I! puter.dnlrllq butlll.... Up-'n'·Runnlnr.
under u percent, aDd there ant no fttul· =apMtI dl..-II two dlJl laIR'. 10 AInlWllrth, hll w!f,'1 homelOWll, alUr
cia an the tOWlI~ '1'llrse lraIIICOIItI· "We didn't IY8IIIlIllIW what WI c:ouId do blq1arI trashed his home In PltottIIx two
....ntaJ lIber-opl\c cablle Cl'OIIsUl'l'OUlldlni wilen we PIIt IJ1 our order lor a lot of this yean 110. "I IIId I don't need lhl&. And
Hamllllln COunty, .wJUnr l6/IlI 01., the you knowwllal.l dldn'l," aaya Mr. Kosaut,
pet.lood manutlClllnr. to JlIlIl III h.¥I1y . wno planslO hire IWO new employlles nell
aUUlllllted AlInJn planl wItIl corporate equlpmeDt," IllJI J_ ladllon, cam- year.
btadquarten In Dayllln, 011Io, u WIll II brltlIe MlIIlOfIal'. dIreetar r:t anclJIlry After n" yean WllIIoul a new house,
wUh shippen and maJor euatomel'l around ~cu. l'fow, Mr. Jackson SIJI proudly, lour hi" beta buUl hen so lar thll Yeti'.
the COUI1try. TIIal nelwl1Tk lUowed IallIIlO lIII)' scope tnslrtad IIIill)' orifice ean be "We're pltlnr healthy" laylthe mayor
booIt pracluel10ll and lncrMM III local monitored at !be oIlltr tlllI of \Ile cable." 'We're the enY)' DC tile mi." .
wcrk 10m! to 125 lrom ZI. CambrIdp MImol1aI II hopInr to ax·

'''en yean &10, Ober optk:l wouldn't Ialld III rtIdI - !UrtIIer. The &btd
have bttn amonr our top-10 r_ lor hoIpltaJ 11 IIlIIDlIatlnr to hoot ..., '"th

- openlnl a p1anl hen;' says DanIel Mur- Minnesota'i Ma1OCllnlc: lIola1O IplIClalllll
. phy, 1amI'1 plant COIltrolilystems anal)'It -'d ClIIlIull by tw-way Yldto willIe- I

10 Aurora. Now, Mr. M.,...,., ""111I Cambrldp MtmoriaI doc:IDr examll\fJ a
the lop lIIne." patient huIldredt of mIIeII aWl'.

WI'. Nel_'1 teltpholle c:ampany hu "We CUl do lIayo's IaJttal 'ofOI'ltuA III
aIIo booIted III WOl1l force to IIIlft ltIan any lollcnr-ulJt rlchl bile by lelemtldl·
2110. up from 30 a dtcadt ... _. It eIM," Mr, .1al:bon 1111. no P\'OIIlCltII:
IlIeIIetl out"'. for III rInt _ milet "PIn palleDlllIId IIIW Jobs," he ea)W.
or fiber-optic ca1IIt Unldnr l1l'o local min Telemtdlclne uperU .., JlIIt Iboul
ClllJPllI'IlIve TIle comp&II1'I fiber .- 1ft" Ill'I'IlIltlIIcaJ CtIlItr III !he cauntr7
\Dopa ICrOII Its 1lII)-tquare-mUe IItT'IIee II expertmeullll(' WIth slmlIar two-wlY
area. and Hamilton operateillelemlrlll!' outmcII pnlfl'aIllI lor paUIlllI nYlJlr In
!IlI_ler, I cable·leltYlllollsystem..!Jw. rani parts or st&leI lib Nebnaka,l'dahll,

Monlana Ind AJuka.
"Thare'l a lot at dlrt between IIJ,ht

06:1606/07/01

LFC~·-OIGIT 6~50~
60 "75R"r 13 M

THI11"PSI)N
OX 6147
IN ~"

JUN 7 '01 07:08
PAGE. 002



I 'fr I-:J.{.. -1:2--

Sandhills~ schools to share courses this fall
By KEITH BLACKLEDGE

Telegraph Editor
BROKEN BOW - Four and

possibly five Sandhills area
schools expect
to begin shar
ing courses
through in
teractive
communica
tions begin
ning this fall.

And $91,000
for a two-way
satellite con
nection to the
system is be-
,ing recom- VANDERHEIDEN
mended by
the governor - the only new
investment in NebSat capital
construction outside of Lincoln
and Omaha in the governor's
proposed budget.

Satellite send and receive
equipment will be the second
phase of the project. The first
phase will involve fiber optic
connections between classrooms
in each school that will enable
participants to interact with each

other at all of the locations.
That phase is on schedule and

expected to be ready for first
class offerings this fall, accord
ing to Don Vanderheiden, Broken
Bow superintendent of schools
and director of the project.

Although some difficulties have
developed in negotiations with
telephone companies, Vander
heiden said he does not expect
those problems to delay im
plementation.

Participating schools are
Broken Bow, Ansley, Anselmo
Merna, and Sandhills at Dunning.
Loup City schools are considering
becoming a part of the project,
which would be the first K-12
interconnection of its kind in
Nebraska. Thedford schools were
originally involved in the plan but
decided not to participate.

Principals of the schools in
volved have been meeting to
decide which classes to share and
to coordinate calendars and
schedules.

The telephone system will al-

Please see Sharing, Page 8
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Technology, ownership offer
snags in program start-up

BROKEN BOW - Differences over technology choices and who
should own the equipment have snagged negotiations over telephone
service involved in setting up a program that would connect class
rooms in four Sandhills schools.

But those difficulties are not expected to stall the project, accord
ing to Don Vanderheiden, superintendent of the Broken Bow schools
and spokesman for the project.

To connect four schools, and possibly a fifth, the system would
need to use the lines of three telephone companies: Nebraska Central
Telephone Company with headquarters in Gibbon, Consolidated
Telephone Company of Lincoln and US West.

Nebraska Central and Consolidated offered prices of $56 per month
per mile for use of two strands on parts of the fiber optic cable they
control. US West said its will not lease the "dark fiber," the project
specified, but would prefer to lease a full-service system.

"Dark fiber" refers to the fiber only, without input devices.
Vanderheiden said legislative funding for the pilot project anticipated
that the state would own the send and receive equipment on each end
of the system.

Roger Stuhmer of US West in Omaha said the company will not
lease the basic fiber without "the basic electronic protective equip
ment we put into our system," but will continue to work with
Vanderheiden.

Please see Snags, Page 8

Telegraph/George L. Hipple

Schools to be linked by fiber optic cable for a .. two-way
video course sharing beginning this fall include Sandhills at
Dunning, Anselmo-Merna at Merna, Broken Bow and Ans
ley. Loup City may also join the program.



Snags
Continued from Page 1 ".

,I

"We're working very hard to·
develop an alternate system'
close to the price he needs to
have - to give him a product
that's acceptable," Stuhmer said. I

There has also been dis
agreement over appropriate
technology, according to Melodee
Landis in the state Department
of Education. us West wants to
use Tl equipment which is digi
tal. The Sandhills schools chose
fiber analog instead, because it
presently offers greater flex
ibility and more freedom for in- :
~ractioa :

At the present stage of Tl ;
technology, Sandhills could not be :
interactive with all four c1ass- :
rooms at once as they would with '
analog the schools chose, Landis
said.

Vanderheiden said if an'
agreement cannot be reached'
with us West, it is possible:
another company might be able·
to lay its own fiber optic cable.
around the part of the system
now served by us West.

Landis said the ideal situation
from the state's point of view
would be for the Sandhills group
to proceed with the analog pro- '
gram and for another group 
possibly one chaired by Suth
erland Supterintendent of Schools:
Mike Cunning - to use the digi- '
tal. .

The demonstration projects,;
she said, are "very important to
help make decisions down the
road. We need to learn what is
appropriate for state funding,
what for local funding, what
technology to use, how it works
in the classroom."

Cunning at Sutherland said his
group is seeking state funds to
develop a two-year pilot project
using the Tl digital technology.
The project presently operates
with two-way audio/graphics ca
pability with interaction between;
schools at Sutherland, Alliance,"'
Callaway, Wallace, Chadron'
State College and a high school in
Austin, Pa.

- By Keith Blackledge
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Small schools lead in ed technology

c .~

New frontiers in K-12 education arc being pioneered not in the
state's largest schools, but in some of the state's smallest. And
much of the leadership is coming fro111 this part of the state.

As described in a Telegraph story Sunday, four and possibly
five Sandhills schools expect to begin sharing courses by two
way audio/video over fiber optic telephone lines this fall. That
will be the first project of its kind in Nebraska, though similar
projects are already operating in other states, particularly
Minnesota and Kansas.

On that system, courses taught in one school will be seen as
well as heard on video screens in other schools. A teacher at
Dunning might be lecturing to classes, and taking questions from
students, in Broken Bow, A.nslemo-Merna and Ansley high
schools, for instance. Courses could originate at any of the
schools, and be shared simultaneously with classes at any or all
of the others. Loup City may become the fifth participant.

Meanwhile, course sharing between schools by two-way audio
and graphics transmission is in its second year for another set of
schools located in West Central Nebraska - and beyond ..

Courses in Spanish I and II originating at Sutherland are being
heard by students in Callaway, Neb., and Austin, Pa. Students in
Sutherland and Wallace are taking French I in a class that
originates at Alliance. Seniors at any of the high schools can get
a freshman college-level course in English composition from
Chadron State College. Faculty at the high schools took their
college human relations course - a relatively new requirement
fc:r certification - from Chadron State without leaving their
home towns.

In this system, classes away from the originating site can hear
but not see the instructor. They can share written work, graphs

and still-pictures back and forth on a video scrcen. The graphics
can by typed or handwritten and pickpd up by a video camer'l.
or may originate and be transmitted by signals froJll a eom
puter.

Next step for the Sutheriand-Waliace-Callaway-Alliancc
Chadron-Austin group is to get two-way live video transmission.
The roadblock, as is often the case, is with funding

Both projects arc unique in Nebraska. Othpr schools arc
getting satellite courses by one-way video. two-way audio. Rnt
these are courses originating with Nebraska ETV, or from other
states. No other Nebraska high schools arc sharin.~ their own
courses between schools through sa!l'llitp and telephonC' teeh
nology.

The importance of these projects to the state, and especially to
small schools in rural Nebraska, surely is obvious. At the stalt,
of course, they require extra investment not only of money, but
of time and energy for teachers, administrators and students
learning how to usc the technology.

There are an infinite number of altcrnatlves to explore and
complications to unravel. There arc differences over what
technology to lise, how to usc it, how to pay for it, who will do
what. There arc choices to make, and mistakes to 1)(' made.

Given all that, what will develop out of these vcntul'l'S will be a
core of knowledge and experience that can be transferred to
schools throughout the state - and beyond.

Distance learning in this pattern can mean thC' salvation of
small schools and small communities and an expansion of
possibilities for schools of all sizes.

For Nebraska, this grand adventure into the future is starting
in places like Callaway, Wallace, Sutherland, Broken Bow,
Alliance, Dunning, Anselmo-Merna, Ansley and Loup City.
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~ Fiber-Optics System to Link 4Schools
ay Broken Bow, Neb. (AP) - At least considenng becoming a part of the over telephone service in the program.
110 four schools in the Nebraska sand Hills project, which would be the first K-12 But those difficulties are not expect
:er expect to start sharing courses through interconnection of its kind in Nebraska. ed to stall the project, Vanderheiden
IS, a .telephone communications system Principals of the schools have been said.
'nt thiS fall. meeting to decide which classes to To connect the four schools, and
oS About $91 ,<nJ has.been recon:unended share and to coordmate calendars and possibly a fifth, the system would need

for a two-way satellite connection to the schedules.,. . to use the lines of three telephone
m- system by Gov',Nelson. . . VanderheIden saId the technology IS companies' Nebraska' Central Tele
[d, Satellite eqUlpme,nt Wlll be the sec- In use In other states, but has not been phone Co. ";"ith headquarters in Gibbon,
nd ond !?hase of the project. The first phase used yet for secondary schools In Ne- Consolidated Telephone Co of Lincoln
es Will mvolve fiber-Q»tic connections be- braska. Chadron State College is deliv- and USWest .
ys tween classrooms In each school that enng some college c1ac;ses at . .

Wlll enable students to interact with Scottsbluff using similar teclmology. Nebras~a Central and Consohdat~
ck each other at all of the locations. The Sand Hills project is officmlly offered pnces of $56 per month per mde
er The class-sharing program is expect- called the Sand Hills Technology/Tele- for use of two strands on parts of the
It. ed. to be ready for first class offerings communications Project. Vanderhei- fIber-optic cable they control. U S West

thiS fall, saId Don Vanderheiden, Bro- den serves as director and a said It preferred to lease ItS own sys-
in ken Bow superintendent of schools and coordinating council is made up of the tern. .
:h director of the project. superintendent and one board member Roger Stuhmer of U,S West In Omaha
Ie The telephone system will allow from each participating district. said t1~e company. Wlll not lease ~e

"complete, live interaction at all sites" baSIC fiber Without 'the baSIC electronIC
ld Vanderheiden said. "The teacher eM A$293,<nJ state appropriation is fund- protective equipment we put into our
Ie see all the students. All the students can ing the first phase. Funding from each system," but will continue to work with
It see the teacher and all the other stu- participating scbool district is expected VanderheIden.
l~ dents. There will be computer and FAX to equal about the cost of one teacher's "We're working very hard to develop
af connections between all classrooms." salary each year for five years. an alternate system close to the price

Participating schools are Broken MeanWhile, differences over technol- he needs to have - to give him a
ld Bow,Ansley,Anselmo-Mema,andSand ogy choices and who should own the product that's acceptable," Stuhmer
Ig Hills at Dunning. Loup City schools are equipment have snagged negotIations said.
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Dear !\lI's. (;.: You'\!' hl'l

('ailed to go, particularly by (I

10V(' ill your heart for your Sfl

so jt shall he, I'/II sellding Y'
$;):iU to cover relit whilt, ~IIU /IIi!
work and general expl'nsr-;. It',
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your SOil. God grallt you II
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and still-pictures b~Jcl( ;lllcl Ibrlll 011 a \'icleo scn'ell Tile grap!llcs
can by typed or handwritten and picked up by a \iclco ealllel~l.

or may originate and be transmitted I)~' signals frolll ;1 COlli'
puter.

Next step for the Suthl'l'l;llle!-Wall~lcc·Call<JII';lY-i\lli;IIICI'

Chadron-Austin group is to get two-way 11\'e \'ideo transmission
The roadblock, as is often the C;15e, is with fUllding

Both projects are unique In Nebraska, Otlll'I' schools ;IH'

getting satellite courses by Olle·way vidco, two-ivay audio But
these arc courses originating with Nebraska ET\', or froliJ IJtlier
states. No other Ncbrask;1 lil~ll schools arc sharing tilell' 11'l'n
courses betlH'Cll schools through sall'!litl' ane! tl'!CpllOlll' kcll
nology,

The imporLJncc of thcse projech !,., llll' SUltC, ane! eSflcl'J<J1ly tl)
small schools in rural Nebruska, surely is obvious, At till' start,
of course, they require extra illvestJtlcnt not only of lllOlll'Y, but
of time alld energy for te;lchcrs, ;1e!!llillistr~ltors ;Ind s(lldents
learning hl)w to usc the techllOlogy,

There ,Ire an infinite nllllllJer of' al!l'rnatlvcs to explore ~llIcI

complications to unr;lvel. Thcre me difTl'rcnCl's over \\II,lt
t('chnolo!,'Y to usc, hoil' to usc it, how tu )JdY for it, w!lu 11111 du
what. There arc choiccs to make, and l1IiS!<lkes to be lllddl'.

Given all tll;)t, what will develop out oj' these V(,lItlll'e5 will 1)(' d
core of knowledge and experiellce that call bc trails/erred to
schools throughout the state -- and beyolld

Distance le,ll'ning in this patlern call IIIC,ln the salvatIOn uf
small schools and small communities and an cxpansion of
possibilities for schools of all sizes.

For Nebraska, this grand advcnture into the future is stirling
in places like Callaway, Wallace, Sutllcrlancl, Brukcll BUll',
Alliance, Dunlling, Anselmo-Merna, Ansley ane! Loup City,

107R _ ~1face the votprc;: in

. -Opinion I Gift enab

to visit d

Jyi'~ARTIN CRUTSINGER

.-- Editorial

Small schools lead in ed technology

I§h'S economic plan:

gamble for past presidents

New frontiers in K·12 education are being pioneered not in till'
state's largest schools, but in some of the state's smallest. And
much of the leadership is coming from this part ofthe state.

As described in a Telegraph story Sunday, four and possibly
five Sandhills schools expect to begin sharing courses by two
way audio/video over flber optic telephone Jines this faiL That
wiII be the first project of its kind in Nebraska, though similar
projects are already operating in other states, particularly
Minnesota and Kansas.

On that system, courses taught in one school will be seen as
well as heard on video screens in other schools, A teacher at
Dunning might be lecturing to classes, and taking questions from
students, in Broken Bow, Allslemo-Merna and Ansley high
schools, for instance. Courses could originate at any of the
schools, and be shared simultaneously with classes at any or all
of the others. Loup City may become the fifth participant.

Meanwhile, course sharing between schools by two·way audio
and graphics transmission is in its second year for another set of
schools located in West Central Nebraska - and beyond ..

Courses in Spanish I and II originating at Sutherland are being
heard by students in Callaway, Neb., and Austin, Pa, Students in

.Sutherland and Wallace are taking French I in a class that
originates at Alliance. Seniors at any of the high schools can get
a freshman college-level course in English composition from
Chadron state College. Faculty at the high schools took their
college human relations course - a relatively new requirement

. for certification - from Chadron State without leaving their
/:,l',' home towns,
:1l'!rF.-
'~t In this system, classes away from the originating site can hear

,';i,'but not see the instructor. They can share written work, graphs



with a good school system," he said of
begin accepted into Nebraska 2000.

It improves Broken Bow's chances
of bringing new people and busi
nesses to town, Vanderheiden said,
bccauseit shows the community has a
good school system.

Also, Vanderheiden said he hopes
that this attention will make the
district's patrons realize the schools'
desire for improvement and get more
of them involved in the restructuring
process of the schools,

"Many of the same things can be
said about the distance-learning
project," he said.

It shows theschoolsand communi
ties have taken a bold step to provide
a good education for their students,
Vanderheiden said.

'This (the project) will give many
of the state policy and decision mak
I Continued on page 3

communication-Technology Educa
tion Project (STEP) will be at 3:30 p.m,
at Broken Bow High School. An open
house and demonstration of STEP
will begin at 2:30 p.m. with students
from all five schools taking part. Be
sides Broken Bow, other schools are
Loup City, Ansley, Anselmo-Merna
and SandhiIls.

"I had things pretty well lined out,
but now I'll have to go to plan B," said
superintendent Don Vanderheiden.

He was referring to state dignitar
ies who might not be able to attend the
dedication of the kickoff breakfast
because of a special session Gov,
Nelson has called which began Oct. 5.

All this attention to the schools is
not only good for them, but also for
the community, too, Vanderheiden
said.

"It brings the name of Broken Bow
to the surface as a thriving community

A breakfast at 7:30a.m. will kickoff
the school district's entry into Ne
braska 2000. It will be at the Elks
Lodge and is open to the public.

Besides Nelson and Kerrey, other
featured guests will include Florida
Gov. Lawton Chiles, Nebraska's
deputy director of education Doug
Christensen, assistant commissioners
of education Polly Feist and Marge
Harouff, and Andy Cunningham and
Rod Armstrong of Nelson's policy of
fice, along with people from the state
technology consortium and NebSat
Coordinating Council. Armstrong is a
Broken Bow native.

Nebraska 2000 is the state's version
of America 2000, a six-point plan to
make U.s. students better educated
and more competitive against other
students around the world by the turn
of the century.

Dedication of the Sandhills Tele-

By Jeffery J. Bielser
CHIEF managing editor

Broken Bow Public schools will re
ceive a good dose of attention this
week.

Gov. Ben Nelson and U.S. Sen. Bob
Kerrey will be in town Friday to wel
come Broken Bow into Nebraska 2000
and to dedicate the long-distance
learning project, which links it with
four other communities in Central
Nebraska.

Bow Schools honored this week
Spotlight
on STEP,
state goals
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set, Chaffin said,
If the district court orders a IlCW lriJI.

the burden of proof is on KN Ite said
"They've got a se\leral·h~ndred p;I~~iJ

document," Chaffin said. "Thev've got Ihf'
burden to prove their numb('~~ ::In: ,ll'Ul

rate. Th~t l!!ay or may not be possihk '
The district court could ask f\N 'I,'

prove every figure," in cslablishilljo( 111:11
the company's rate is the proper \llli'

based on general principals of the na!lJr:ll
gas industry, he said.

"1 think it's going to be vel'\' diffi('ldl In
prove that," Chaffin said. -

Whether or not the case gop.'; 10 a Il"\\

trial depends on how hard the
wants to push for a new trial lJe

"I hope saUemenl talks 'start ~I)()n,'
since the aPfleals court has affimH'd lh,'
municipalities' authority to set tht' ratf.''>

The comPMIy, however, Sf't'lllS J": I·

pared to go th~ugh with a nev,' trial
"We don't s~ this as a victor·v '"

defeat," Hansensaid, "It's just Oll~ 1:11>1"1'

step in the entu appeals proces:-."
~f the case d~s go to a nev/ trhl. h,,)

thmks the chanib· are the ('our! wil\ ';II\d

example, photograptlY IS taught. in S:\Ilri
hills Prblic School in Dunning. but "Ill
dents in Broken Bow also ;\ r"p

particpaling in We class, VaJufprheidrll
said it1 an inteIYiew.

In,addition to photogra}Jhy, STf'~I' is
being used to teachphysics, pn'
social studies, a college-credit
class and three levels of Spanish ;\!Jrllil HII
students are involved, VanderlJrirll'1\ <:\id

In order for the STEP pro,gram III w~lrk

a fiber optics cable was bur'ied 1)('("\"'1'11

the schools this year, Vanderheiden

Two of the 10 fibers in tile c;\lll!' h,,(d ll.i
television channels, the audio, (] fax 111,'\

chine and a computer, he said
On Friday, Sen, Kerrey gm'c <l ('I"i,'

Senate again. Kerrey expects Presldent
elect Bill Clinton to run again in 1996, and
Kerrey said he wants to get more work

done as a U.S. senator.
He was one of several VIPs in Broken

Bow to help dedicate the Sandhills Tech
nology_Telecommunications Educational
Project (STEP).

Gov. Ben Nelson called the technology
"8 tremendous move forward" in educa~

lion. He commended Broken Bow Public
Schools Superintendent Don Vanderhei
den for having the vision and dedication to
bring the technology to the area.

STEP broadcasts classes to otner
schools and allows students to see each
ather and participate in discussions. For

consultant's information, 123 municipali
ties adopted rate ordinances which were
lower than the increase requested by KN.

The company sued in district court to
"The court of appeals affirmed that

Nebraska cities and villages ctearly have
the authority to regulate natural gas rates
within their oily limits," said Lash Chaffin,
utilities coordinating manager for the
League of Nebraska Municipalities. .

The higher KN rates were placed In

e!fect on Oct. 1, 1990 as interim rates,
subject to refund. Those rates remain in
effect Wltil the final resolution of the case,
he said.

Since the rates went into effect, the gas
company and 58 communities included in
the rate application have reached set
tlement agreements for a lower increase
than for which the company originally
applied, he said. .

The remaining 89 communities, actmg
'on the advice of the rate consultant, set
rates "considerably lower, some zero per
cent increases," than the rate requested
hy KN, Hansen said.

tT'h .....a.tt-I",,,"pntc:: dill wp.re at a higher

PlIt Dlnslage
Independent

'he light over a natural gas rate hike
ween KN Energy and 89 central and
:lA!rn Nebraska towns has heen kicked
'" to Lancaster County District Court
a new trial.
J issue is whether a rate increase,
U:b municipalities set at a level lower
n the increase requested by KN En
,/, is unfair.
lle Nebraska Court of Appeals this
e!< reversed a June, 1991, district court
iAg in favor of a 1990 natural gas rate
rease requested by KN Energy of Has
p.
)ommunities in central Nebraska in
ved in the lawsuit include Albion, Bro
1 Baw, Loup City, Ord, Sl. Paul and
IOd River. Grand Island is not involved
the case.
rile controversy stems from a general
;e increase application filed by KN on
IJ 1, 199&, in 147 communities.
Ille municipalities retained rate consul
..IF... n .. hl"," Rpt"o -.nrl Co of Minneaoolis

BROKEN BOW - Students from five
·ebraska schools visited with Sen. Boh
:errey Friday during a demonstration of
'stance learning, a new technology in
ebraska education.

W"I!II the help of fiber optics and tele
lIion monitors, students in Loup City,
nsIey, Anselmo-Merna and Dunning
lIlred with the former Democratic presi
enlial candidate as be stood in a Broken
ow classroom.

It seemed the top question on their list
AS whether he would run for president
plio in 19116.

"No," he said he will run fo~ the .u.S.

, Mlch_1 Hooper
• Independent

lob Kerrey Interacts with students at rtvil schools via new technology In telecommunications.

las rate hike lands back in district court

Kerrey in 5 schools at once
Long distance learning gets help from technology
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USAC: SL: Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Review

Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Review

SLD reviews appeals of its decisions in accordance with guidelines established
by the Schools and Libraries Programmatic Subcommittee of the USAC Board
of Directors. There are four circumstances when appeals can be granted by
USAC, assu mi ng there are no other issues identified duri ng review:

1. When the appeal makes clear that SLD erred in its initial review.
If SLD makes a mistake (for example, denies funding because the
request includes 30% or more of ineligible services), and the appeal
points out that mistake (demonstrates that all the services were in fact
eligible or that the cost of ineligible services was not included in the

!!!A
I riginal request), SLD will grant the appeal.

2. . en the appeal makes clear that the applicant made a mistake
__e' in information provided in or with the application leading to

funding denial and that SLD could have identified the mistake
from information provided with the application. If the applicant
made a mistake in completing the Form 471 (for example, put in the
wrong contract award date in Block 5) and had provided information to
SLD either with the application or during PIA review (for example,
provided a copy of the contract to PIA during review with the award
date indicated) and when the appeal points out the mistake (the wrong
contract award date) and how SLD could have seen the mistake (from
the contract provided during review), SLD will grant the appeal.

3. When the appeal provides documentation to correct an incorrect
SLD assumption made because there was insufficient
information in the application file about an issue. In general, PIA
will contact the applicant and ask for all information necessary to make
decisions about an application. If that contact does not occur, however,
and funding is denied based on an incorrect assumption, SLD will grant
an appeal when the appellant points out the incorrect assumption and
provides documentation about the issue that is consistent with
information originally provided but also successfully resolves the
ambiguity in the original file.

4. When SLD obtains policy clarification or new policies between
the time of funding commitment and the appeal decision. Over
the life of the Schools and Libraries program to date, there have been
policy clarifications from the FCC that have changed the way SLD views
some funding requests. For example, remote access routers were
viewed as ineligible products because they could be used to access the
Internet remotely from ineligible sites. In its November 1999 decision
on an appeal from the White Sulphur Springs School District, the FCC
ruled that such routers can be eligible if they are not used remotely.
SLD changed its gUidance on the web site and granted subsequent
appeals that met the conditions for eligibility.

Consistent with these guidelines, SLD will not accept new information on
appeal that is inconsistent with information in the file used during review. If,
for example, an incorrect contract award date is entered in Block 5 of the
Form 47t resultin.o in .:l denial for failur.e to meeLcomBe.titive biddinghttp://www.s .unJversarservlceorg/reterence/A:ppeaIS~Ll){jUi elmes.asp
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USAC. SL: Appeals - SLD Guidelines for Review
requirements and no other information on the contract award date was
provided with the application or to PIA during review, SLD will not accept a
dated copy of the contract provided with the appeal as the basis for granting
the appeal.

In each case above, there is a caveat - SLD will grant the appeal assuming no
other issues are identified during review. In order to save administrative time
and money, PIA stops its review of a particular funding request once it finds
one program rule violation requiring denial. If, on appeal, that basis for
funding denial is successfully refuted, SLD must examine all other aspects of
the request to ensure there is not some other program rule violation that
requires denial of the request. If another basis for denial is found, the appeal
will be denied for a different reason than that originally provided in the
Funding Commitment Decision Letter. If a new denial reason is given, SLD is
making a new decision and the appellant would have 30 days from the date of
the Administrator's Decision Letter to file a new appeal - either with SLD or
the FCC.

In general, SLD reviews appeals on a first come-first served basis. Based on
an ongoing analysis of the success rate of past appeals, SLD reserves funds to
cover those appeals that may be granted. Virtually all appeals must be
reviewed and Administrator's Decision Letters sent before we can issue new
Funding Commitment Decision Letters for meritorious appeals. Even though
we reserve funds for meritorious appeals, we must wait until all appeal
reviews are completed to be sure we have reserved sufficient funds. The FCC
is addressing how to proceed in the unlikely event that there is an insufficient
reserve to cover all successful appeals.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Nancy Wilbourn, of Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLP, 2120 L Street, NW, Suite 520,
Washington, DC 20037, do hereby certify the foregoing "Appeal of Schools and Libraries
Division Decision" was served on this 2nd day of July, 2001 via hand delivery or by U.S. first
class mail, postage pre-paid to the following parties:

0/l~~·~/·L/\/GrN'al1# Wiit;(;urn

Chairman Michael Powell *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Michael J. Copps *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A302
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A204
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani *
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Katherine Schoder *
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Division
445 12th Street, SW, Room 5-A422
Washington, DC 20554

Administrator, Universal Services
Administrative Company
Correspondence Unit
South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

International Transcription Service *
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

* Via Hand Delivery


