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ATTORNEYSAT LAW

August 10, 2001

EX PARTE — Via Electronic Filing

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
The Portals

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  CC Docket 96-45 (Rural Task Force Recommendation), and
CC Docket Nos. 00-256, 96-45, 98-77, and 98-166 (Multi-Association
Group Plan for Regulation of Interstate Service of Non-Price Cap Incumbent
Local Exchange Carriers and Interexchange Carriers)

Dear Ms. Salas:

On August 9, 2001, Joel Lubin (of AT&T), Mark Rubin (of Western Wireless) and | (on behalf of
AT&T, Western Wireless and GCI), met with Ms. Dorothy Attwood, Chief, Common Carrier Bureau,
Ms. Katherine Schroeder, Chief, Accounting Policy Division, CCB, and Jack Zinman, Counsel to the
Bureau Chief, CCB, to discuss the above-captioned proceedings. Our presentation is summarized in
the attached documents, written copies of which were provided to the attendees. In addition, we
stated that in 2000, Western Wireless began offering local service in Minnesota, Nevada, and Texas. A
significant factor in its ability to enter and compete was the shift of universal service support from
implicit access charge based support to explicit USF support under the CALLS Order. In areas served
by rural telephone companies, who still receive a significant amount of universal service support
through inflated access charges, Western Wireless is not able to compete with the rural telephone
companies on a level playing field.
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In accordance with FCC rules, a copy of this letter and its attachments has been filed in each of
the above-captioned dockets.
Sincerely,
/sl John T. Nakahata
John T. Nakahata
JTN/Krs
Attachments (3)
(O Ms. Dorothy Attwood, Common Carrier Bureau (w/o attachments)
Ms. Jane Jackson, Common Carrier Bureau
Ms. Katherine Schroeder, Common Carrier Bureau (w/o attachments)

Mr. Bill Scher, Common Carrier Bureau
Mr. Jack Zinman, Common Carrier Bureau



