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To:  Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 
 
From:  Brent Weingardt, Senior Counsel 
  Kenneth Johnson, Regulatory Director 
 
Date:  August 15, 2001 
 
Re:  Ex Parte Presentation – August 14, 2001 
   

In the Matter of Year 2000 Biennial Regulatory Review -- Amendment of Part 
22 of the Commission’s Rules to Modify or Eliminate Outdated Rules Affecting 
the Cellular Radiotelephone Service and other Commercial Mobile Radio 
Services 
WT Docket No. 01-108 

 
In the Matter of Amendment of Part 1 of the Commission’s Rules – Competitive 
Bidding Procedures 
WT Docket No.  97-82 

__________________________________________________           ______________________  
 

On August 14, 2001, Brent Weingardt, and Kenneth Johnson of Bennet & Bennet, PLLC, 
representing the Rural Telecommunications Group (RTG), participated in a telephone meeting 
with Jeffrey Steinberg, John J. Borkowski, Chelsea Haga, Kelly A. Quinn, William A. Huber, 
and Nancy Zaczek of the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau concerning the above-referenced proceedings.  Also participating 
and representing RTG were Melvin Munn of Peoples Cellular, and Scott McCloud and Denise 
Asare of Bluegrass Cellular. 

 
Concerning the Biennial Review proceeding, RTG noted that FCC should not do away 

with its “incidental services” rule, consistent with RTG comments filed in the proceeding.  RTG 
also pointed out that the vast majority of commenters in the proceeding favored keeping analog 
channels in the future.  In fact, some commenters disputed the “efficiency” of digital channels as 
compared to analog channels, especially on the margins. 

 
In regard to the FCC’s Part 1 proceeding, RTG argued, consistent with its Petition for 

Reconsideration filed in the proceeding, that statutorily-defined “rural telephone companies” 
should be considered designated entities in the FCC’s auctions.  RTG noted the administrative 
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hurdles for rural telephone cooperatives, especially cooperatives, to meet the FCC’s definition of 
“very small business.”  RTG noted that members of rural telephone cooperative’s boards of 
directors were generally prohibited from using their own finances to invest in the cooperative.  
RTG promised to look into some typical rural cooperative’s articles of incorporation to see if 
such activity is specifically prohibited.  RTG will supplement the record if these documents are 
available and on point. 

 
 If you have any questions regarding this filing, please contact me at (202) 371-1500. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      _________/s/____________ 
 

       Brent Weingardt 
       Senior Counsel, Rural Telecommunications Group 
 

cc: Jeffrey Steinberg 
John J. Borkowski 
Chelsea Haga 
Kelly A. Quinn 
William A. Huber 
Nancy Zaczek 
 
 
 


