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Re: In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service,
CC Docket Nos, 96-45 and 97-160

As discussed in the August 13,2001 joint comments ofBellSouth, Qwest, and Sprint
("Joint Comments"), QWt~st has converted the Turbo Pascal portions ufthe Synthesis Model into
Visual Basic programming language. Qwest hereby submits to the Commission its translation of
the model.

As explained in the Joint Comments, while Qwest believes that the translation of the
Synthesis Model into the Delphi programming language is an improvement over the current use
of Turbo Pascal, even more benefit could be gained from translating the model into Visual Basic.
Qwest submits the enclosed translation to the Commission in an effort to further this goal.

Qwest undertook this translation to better understand the Synthesis Model, and therefore
did not attempt to modify any ofthe logic of the Synthesis Model, including those aspects of the
logic with which the company disagreed. Thus, Qwest's submission of the enclosed translation
should not be interpreted as agreement with, or approval of, any particular portion of the model,
its inputs, or its results.

The enclosed CD ROM contains a beta version translation of the January 2000 version of
the Synthesis Model into Visual Basic, without any intentional changes to the model's logic. As
a beta version, the translation would require certain refinements and corrections before it could
be used in determining universal service high cost support.

Any minor differences in results between the Turbo Pascal version and the enclosed
Visual Basic version are not intentional and are most likely caused by the two versions' different
handling of functions and variable types.
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Qwest will provide reasonable assistance to the Commission and its staff for the purpose
of understanding and evaluating Qwest's translation of the model. Qwest will also provide
copies of the Visual Basic version to interested parties upon request. Such requests should be
made to Byron Watson at (303) 965-2430.

Please let me know ifyou have any questions about this matter. An original and three
copies of this ex parte correspondence are provided. An additional copy is also provided, to be
stamped as received and returned to the messenger who has been instructed to wait for it.

Sincerely,

/1
L.Ja/R/9
Craig J13rown

Enclosure

cc: Eric Einhorn
Katie King
Bill Sharkey
Bryan Clopton

(w/o enclosure)
(w/o enclosure)



DOCKET NO 96-45,97-160

DOCUMENT OFF-LINE

This page has been substituted for one of the following:

Attachment A

o An oversize page or document (such as a map) which was too large to be
scanned into the ECFS system.

o Microfilm, microform, certain photographs or videotape.

o Other materials which, for one reason or another, could not be scanned
into the ECFS system.

The actual document, page(s) or materials may be reviewed by contacting an Information
Technician at the FCC Reference Information Center, at 445 1ih Street, SW, Washington,
DC, Room CY-A257. Please note the applicable docket or rulemaking number, document
type and any other relevant information about the document in order to ensure speedy
retrieval by the Information Technician.
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