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REPLY COMMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES TELECOM ASSOCIATION

Pursuant to the July 19, 2001 Federal Register Notice, the United States Telecom
Association (USTA),' respectfully submits these reply comments concerning WorldCom, Inc.’s
(WorldCom) Petition for Clarification. That Petition seeks the Federal Communications
Commission's (Commission) clarification as to whether WorldCom is entitled to receive
reimbursement from the Interstate Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS) Fund (Fund) for the
provision of Internet Relay (IP Relay) service.” USTA responds specifically to WorldCom, Inc.'s,
AT&T Corp.'s, and Sprint's, respective, comments.” These parties all advocate, separately, in
favor of the Commission's affirmation that WorldCom is entitled to receive reimbursement from

the Fund. Pa o8 e

! USTA is the nation’s oldest trade organization representing the local exchange carrier industry. USTA
represents over 800 domestic telecommunications companies that provide a full array of voice, data and video
services over wireline and wireless networks. USTA’s common-carrier members are required to contribute to the
support of the Fund. Therefore, USTA members and their subscribers would be directly affected by Commission
decisions made in this proceeding. USTA filed comments in this matter on July 30, 2001 (USTA Comments).

2 See 66 Fed. Reg. at 37631-37632 (Jul. 19, 2001); Petition For Clarification by WorldCom, Inc. In re
Telecommunications Services for Individuals with Hearing and Speech Disabilities, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, CC Dkt. No. 90-571 (Dec. 22, 2000)

3 See respective comments in CC Dkt. In CC Dkt. No. 98-67 (Jul. 30, 2001): Comments WorldCom, Inc.; AT&T
Corp. (AT&T) Comments; and Comments of Sprint Corporation (Jul. 30, 2001).




USTA is not convinced that WorldCom, in the provision of its IP-based telephone relay
access service, qualifies for reimbursement from the Fund. Unless, the prima facie elements of
section 225 and other relevant sections of the Telecommunications Act of 1934, as amended, are
determined by the Commission to be satisfied, reimbursement would not be appropriate, nor
lawful. Therefore, the Commission must determine, inter alia, that: (1) WorldCom is acting in
the capacity of a common carrier in its provision of IP Relay;* and, (2) that IP Relay service, as
provided by WorldCom, constitutes a "telecommunications service" consistent with the Act's
relevant provisions.” These highly relevant considerations are ignored by WorldCom, Sprint and
AT&T, in their respective comments.

Irrespective of how noble the cause, the FCC is constrained in its actions by the letter of
the law. Should the FCC find WorldCom's IP-based TRS access service to be a
telecommunications service, then it may qualify for support from the Fund.
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* See USTA Comments.

5 See,e.g., 47 US.C. §§ 225,255, 410, 3(10), 3(20), 3(22), 3(43), 3(44), 3(46).




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Gail Talmadge, do hereby certify that on August 20, 2001, a copy of Reply
Comments of the United States Telecom Association, in CC Docket No. 98-67, was either
hand-delivered or deposited in the U.S. Mail, first-class, postage prepaid, to the persons

on the attached service list.

O Ve ?

ail Talmadge




Dana Jackson, Disabilities Rights Office
Consumer Information Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW - Room 4-C746
Washington, DC 20554

Sheryl Todd

Accounting Policy Division, CCB
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Michele Walters

Accounting Policy Division, CCB
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Stephen A. Gregory

State of New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities Telephone Relay Advisory Board

515 Lakeview Avenue

Pitman , NJ 08071

Alfred Sonnenstrahl

Sonny Access Consulting
10910 Brewer House Road
North Bethesda, MD 20852

Sarah Blackstone, Phd.
1 Surf Way, #237
Monterey, CA 93940

David Coco
13264 Kerrville
Austin, TX 78729

ITS

CY-B400

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dorothy Attwood, Chief

Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Cynthia B. Miller

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard QOak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Marylyn Howe, Director

Massachusetts Assistive Technology Partnership

1295 Boylston St. - Suite 310
Boston, MA 02215

Bob Segalman, Ph.D.
3330 Tropicana Court
Sacramento, CA 95826

Sally F. Davis
700 East Ranch Rd.
Sacramento, CA 95825

Nancy B. Swigert

American Speech-Language Hearing Assoc. (ASHA)

10801 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852




Kirk Behnke
2904 Gohn Drive
Willow Grove, PA 1090

Northern Virginia Resource Center

for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons
10363 Democracy Lane
Fairfax, VA 22030

Arvilla Rank

National Catholic Office for the Deaf
7202 Buchanan Street

Landover Hills, MD 20784

Scott Shefferman
WorldCom, Inc.

1133 19" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Kelly Cameron

Robert L. Galbreath

Powell, Goldstein, Frazer & Murphy, LLP
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 6" Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004

Gallaudet University and the Trace Center
Of the University of Wisconsin

800 Florida Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Augusta Goldstein
5431 California Street #1
San Francisco, CA 94118

Bob Dunbar

Idaho Telecommunications Relay Service
P.O. Box 775

Donnelly, ID 83615

Robert Nichols
DC-SHHH Group
1618-C Belmont St., NW
Washington, DC 20009

Nancy Block

National Association of the Deaf
814 Thayer Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4500

Joyce Robbins
736 Ojai Avenue
Sun City Center, FL 33573

Andrew Lipman

Michael Mendelson

D. Anthony Mastando

Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman, LLP
3000 K Street, NW - Suite 3000
Washington, DC 20007-5116

John Jaco

Executive Director, SHHH

7910 Woodmont Avenue, Suite 1200
Bethesda, MD 20814

Fred Nisen, Esquire
1324 Addison Street #7
Berkeley, CA 94702




Cheryl Heppner

Executive Director

Northern Virginia Resource Center for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Persons

10363 Democracy Lane

Fairfax, VA 22030

Leo LaPointe
49 Highland Terrace
Worthington, OH 43085

Durward D. Dupre

Hope E. Thurrott

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
One Bell Plaza, Room 3023

Dallas, TX 75202

Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby

AT&T

295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Kathryn Marie Krause

Qwest Corporation

1020 19" Street, NW - Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

John M. Goodman
Verizon

1300 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Jonathan S. Marashlian

The Helein Law Group, PC

8180 Greensboro Drive - Suite 700
MclLean, VA 22102

Andrea Williams

Michael Altschul

Cellular Telecom Industry Association
1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036

Kirsten Nyrop

Gus Estrella

United Cerebral Palsy

1660 L Street, NW - Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Peter Arth, Jr.

William N. Foley

Helen M. Mickiewicz

Public Utilities Commission State of California
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 9410

Pamela Y. Holmes
Ultratec, Inc.

450 Science Drive
Madison, WI| 53711

Davida M. Grant

SBC Communications, Inc.
1401 | Street, NW - 11" Floor
Washington, DC 20005

Leon M. Kestenbaum

Jay C. Keithy

Sprint Corporation

401 9™ Street, NW - Suite 400
Washington, DC 20004

EllenAnn G. Sands

Nowalsky, Bronston & Gothard

3500 North Causeway Blvd. - Suiet 1442
Metaire, LA 70002



Thomas Mendenhal!

Country Road Communications

1500 Mt. Kemble Avenue - Suite 203
Morristown, NJ 07960

Lance J.M. Steinhart, PC
6455 East Johns Crossing - Suite 285
Duluth, GA 30097

Benjamin H. Dickens, Jr.

Biooston, Mordkofsky, Dickens,
Duffy & Prendergast

2120 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Charles C. Hunter

Catherine M. Hannan

Hunter Communications Law Group
1620 | Street, NW - Suite 701
Washington, DC 20006

David W. Zesiger

Independent Telephone & Telecommunications
Alliance

1300 Connecticut Avenue, NW - Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036

Frank Landis

Nebraska Public Service Commission
300 The Atrium - 1200 N Street

P.O. Box 94927

Lincoln, NE 68509

Lynda L. Dorr

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin
610 N. Whitney Way

Madison, WI 53705-2750

Angie Kronenberg

Wilkie Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Centre

1155 21° Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036-3384

Steven A. Augustino

Melissa S. Conway

Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP
1200 19™ Street, NW - Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

Richard J. Dyer

O’'Melveny & Myers, LLP
555 13" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004-1109

Carl Wolf Billek

IDT Corporation

520 Broad Street
Newark, NJ 07102-3111

David D. Davidson

Consumer Assistance Division
Maine Public Utilities Commission
242 State Street

18 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0018

Stephen L. Earnest

Richard M. Sbaratta

BellSouth Corporation

675 West Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, GA 30375

Karen Brinkmann

Richard R. Cameron

Latham & Watkins

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW - Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004-2505




