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As the FCC prepares to take action in the spectrum allocation proceeding
referenced above, SEMCO ENERGY GAS COMPANY (SEMCO) wants to make clear
how vitally important it is to our industry to have access to radio frequencies that are
dedicated to advanced meter reading. Such an allocation will permit the nation's energy
utilities to use advanced meter reading as an important tool in coming to grips with the
energy crisis that the U.S. now faces and will face for the foreseeable future.

Advanced meter reading enables utilities to improve load management and offer
real-time pricing to their customers. These are critical components in any solution to the
energy crisis. Without the ability to manage the energy load, it is virtually impossible for
utilities to time their energy purchases and conserve energy to avoid the enormous
costs associated with having to buy energy on the spot market. In addition, real-time
pricing will provide customers with incentives to use energy during off peak periods.
These critical changes in the way we do business are not possible without radio-based
metering devices.

With a modest allocation of only 5MHz, which will be shared with hospitals and
other users of medical telemetry, the FCC can make an important contribution to solving
the energy crisis. SEMCO urges you to do so as soon as possible.
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