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COMMISSION SEEKS COMMENT ON JOINT APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO
TRANSFER CONTROL OF AMERICATEL CORPORATION

PLEADING CYCLE ESTABLISHED

CC Docket No. 01-195
.....

On August 17,2001, Bell S.A. (Bell) and Pirelli S.p.A. (Pirelli) (collectively,
Applicants) filed ajoint application pursuant to section 214 of the Communications Act of 1934,
as amended (the Act), 47 U.S.C. § 214, requesting Commission approval for the transfer of
control of Americatel Corporation (Americatel) from Bell to Pirelli. 1 Americatel is authorized to
provide domestic interstate services pursuant to blanket section 214 authority. The proposed
acquisition of lines is related to an acquisition of corporate control. Under the terms of the .
proposed transaction, Pirelli will acquire an indirect interest in Olivetti S.p.A. (Olivetti),

2
which

controls Telecom Ita1ia S.p.A. (Telecom Italia) and Telecom Italia's operating subsidiaries.
including Americate1.

J See Application for Authority Pursuant to Section 214 ofthe Communications Act of 1934, as amended, for the
Potential Transfer ofControl ofAmericatel Corporation from Bell SA. to Pirelli Sp.A. (filed Aug. 17,2001)
(Domestic Application). Concurrent with this application, Applicants also filed several other transfers of control
applications with respect to the Commission licenses of Americatel and Americatel's affiliates in connection with
this transaction. Specifically, Applicants filed applications for transfers of control of Americatel's international
section 214 authorization and submarine cable landing license; AmericaSky Corporation's international section
214 authorization and earth station licenses (including a separately filed petition for declaratory ruling under
section 31 O(b)(4) of the Act that it is in the public interest to permit certain indirect foreign ownership of the earth
station licenses); Telemedia International U.S.A., Inc.' s international section 214 authorization; Telecom Italia of
North America, Inc.'s international section 214 authorization; and Latin American Nautilus U.S.A. Inc.'s
international section 214 authorization. See Domestic Application at n.2. AmericaSky Corporation's petition for
declaratory ruling under section 3 IO(b)(4) of the Act and the application for authority to transfer control of
Americatel's submarine cable landing license were placed on Public Notice on August 29,2001. See Non
Streamlined International Applications Acceptedfor Filing, Report No. TEL-00436NS (reI. Aug. 29, 2001)

1

. Bell is a company incorporated under the laws of Luxembourg. Bell currently holds a controlling 21.31 percent
ownership interest in Olivetti, which in turn owns a 54.94 percent ownership interest in Telecom Italia. Telecom
Italia holds a 100 percent ownership interest in STET International Netherlands N.V., which holds a 54.76 percent
ownership interest in Empresa Nacional de Telecommunications S.A. (ENTEL-Chile). ENTEL-Chile owns a 100
percent ownership interest in ENTEL International B.V.I. Corporation, which in tum, holds an 80 percent ownership
interest in Americatel.



•

Americatel provides intemational and domestic long distance services, including casual
ca\ling (i.e., dial around) service, prepaid ca\ling card service, and Intemct services. Americatcl
is authorized to provide U.S. intemational service pursuant to its section 214 authorizations. In
addition, Americatel provides domestic interexchange service pursuant to itshlanket sectIOn 114
authority and provides domestic intrastate service pursuant 1O llS various statcluthorizations.
Although Pirelli, through its subsidiaries and ~i liaics. is a ma,dJ of iiber optie CJhics.

Pircl1i is not a provider oftelecomtllu!1lcation": ,,.:n Ices '<[".' ,L,,,. :,I'.'i ,,\'.:, u: ,'::1n,: '1'\

pnwidcrs ofte1ccomtnunications services. Acc.Jidmg to die lCd',I',. (il'.' ,"'IIiL ',' ? ,I \':-,

proposed acquisition of an indirect i11tercst in Ui\vI:tti I:'; tr~ r:..:COC:I~ F::",
telecommunications scrvlces.'

i'llC Applical1ls Jsscrt that lhe proposed :IClnsaclinn \-viji sen'. ", i)i:' "t' , .~ II

i'csu): Ii1 a ,_'ut1lp:my beller equipped tu acccknte its gro\\ith as d compditivc !\+:ccn ';',';:ni .,l:e).'"

serVlC': pn1\u!t:r. The Appiicanls fur-ther Si:m: ,hat the proposed tran:;aclion \\iil! ai;o\\
Americatel to n1anage it:, tek'cormmmicilticl", \,)cr(\tions r,lOr~; efficicmly. u,cn:by pcrtni\!1tl~,

greater invcstnwnr. in !'acilitles, customer scrvic'.'·, and tcc!wologicai innovaticlJ' !r~ ::.k!IUU1. he
J\ppl!on!s contend that the proposed lr,llISJCii"'l wiii be COI1SUnlfllJtcd i";l sCctnlic:<; );I.SI;;Un,

\\/ili he tL1r1Sparcnt to cust()!n\.;rs~ an;j \\'dl ned. ir:cor1\-cnicn~>'r; or C~~US(~ h(.VTrl to ;'i-}y (I;'

/\>n1eri,~ar(;1",S Cl~stO!ne(s.

SECf11)!'~ /14 APPUCAT~Ol\

P:ut 6J·· Domestic ServicE H7 CF.R. § 6.1 .. 0

Bell and Pirelli have filed a .10m! appiicJtioi1 pursuant to section 214 o1'lhe Act for the
transfer of contfo\ of domestic lran"I'llssion hnes held by /\rncnc',llel. The application has l)l'cn

assigned C'C Docket ~~o" 01··195. The Applicants seek expedited treatment of this application in
order to permit the consummation of the proposed transaction.-+ We decline 10 provide an
abbreviated comment period of 14 days, a::; lcq!lesled, because the Applicants have nOl

demonstrated good cause for waiving the norrmd 30 day comment period speciFled ill 47 ('.F.R. §
63.52(b).

GENERAL INF'ORMATION

The application listed herein has been found, upon initial review, to be Jcceptable for
filing. The Commission reserves the right to rdum any application if upon further examination.
it is detemlined to be defective and not in confomlance with the Copnnission' s rule:; or pulicics.
Interested parties may file petitions to deny \vithin 30 days follo\ving the release of this Public

See Domestic Applicatioil at 4.

Sec Domestic ,'!pr/!((/Iio!' at 2,
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Notice.
s

Final action wili not be taken on this application earlier than 30 days following the date
of this notice. All filings conccming any or all of the matters referenced in this Public Notice
should refer to CC Docket No. 01-195.

An original and four copies of ali pleadings must be filed with the Commission's
'h

Secretary, Magalie Roman S:l.las. 445 I :' .. , Stn~(;t, S,'0/., Room 1'\:V-B204, Washington, D.C.
20554, in accordance v.'i:!: SectiOI1 1 ')1 (! ()f'the ('()mmissic';n's rules, 47 C.F.R ~) 1.';1 (c) In
addition, one copy of' pJc,ldin,.' n' -,: i,; ,kii '. ,>!():! 1" {I \;:;:-<'11: (Joidht:rgcT PoLey::t'ld
Program Planning Division,. Cimnwr: ',:r Hi' .,;1 :\,1:,) ,l! c; W , :,.,\
Washington, D.C. 20554, ,.ilL] 2; ri',,; :::,LL ;:'-::,-:: ',::::,

lntemational, Portals tI, 445 1 .. ' ~ '; I:.";';' ::;h;

tcicphone 202-863-28i)], faccjn:ik lee ·f? -,-!

Copies of the application and any subsccp!'~nLlyfjled dcc\imcnts ir: Y:;':Ci
J . 1 f r), I ., P 'fT 4' - ''"' \h <:' <' \ ... ,., "', .. , >, 1 .' "')o.)i.amC( rom 1..,U3Iex ntcrnatlonal. ,'ortals L, ,+)). i. .')tre:~l, ·',.'v ~oom C 'i ·)(~uO':

Washington, D,C., 20554, telephone 202863-2893 fac;;;rnile 2n2-~';(;3 ·~?~9g, cr'; :,·,r:,':!
ljualexint@aol.com. The application ~md dOCllf1L;nU are ava; I" :i'\'."l ;jnd
,.OpyilW during normal reference ronm hours at th~~ Commissic)'j, 's ; 11;', ,',., i\ J 'I'
44 - J,""lh So, S \" "Y A2"'7 III , 1""0'(:' 1) .!. ,trcet, ' ·v, \.. - . ,~., V~ 3.i;nmgton,) ,.:. .)O')/.. .

•

For funher information) conia.:! Aaron (Jukl\)erger,
418-1580.

:; See 47 C F.R, ~ 63.52.(c).

mon C' ;uTicr f3;1 i'~:dU.


