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Dear Ms. Roman Salas:

The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has determined that its action or
inaction improperly prejudiced the processing of the requests for funding under the
Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism submitted by Keya Paha
County School Districts (Applicant). USAC does not have the authority to provide
Applicant with a remedy under the circumstances presented here. Therefore, in the
interest of fairness and administrative efficiency, USAC believes that the appropriate
course of action is for USAC to transmit to the Commission a request that the
Commission consider granting a waiver of program rules in this instance.

The circumstances giving rise to this request are as follows:

The Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) ofUSAC received five Schools and Libraries
Universal Service Description of Services Requested and Certification Forms 470 (Forms
470) from Applicant on December 11, 2000 for Funding Year 4. The package submitted
by Applicant also included a Block 5 Certification Form (Certification Form) for
Applicant's Funding Year 3 Schools and Libraries Universal Service Program Services
Orders and Certification Form 470. Through no fault of the Applicant, SLD
inadvertently filed all of the forms in one Funding Year 3 application file and did not post
the Funding Year 4 Forms 470 to the USAC web site as required by regulation.

On January 16,2001, SLD realized its error and advised Applicant to submit its Schools
and Libraries Universal Service Services Ordered and Certification Forms 471 (Forms
471) within the established filing window. The Forms 471 were completed, all filing
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requirements were met, and the Forms 471 were postmarked January 18,2001, within the
established filing window. However, this resulted in the Applicant's noncompliance
with the 28-day posting requirement set forth in 47 C.F.R. 54.504(b) (4).

The violation of the 28-day posting requirement resulted from SLD's failure to timely
post the FCC Forms 470 for Funding Year 4, not from any mistake or omission on the
part of Applicant. USAC respectfully urges the Commission to consider granting a
waiver of the 28-day competitive bidding requirement under the circumstances presented
here. See, e.g., In the Matter of Request for Waiver by Runnemede Public Schools,
Runnemede, New Jersey (rei. Dec. 21, 1999).

Thank you for your prompt attention to this situation. We would be pleased to provide
any additional information you may require and to answer any questions you may have
about this matter.

Sincerely,
~
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D. Scott Barash
Vice President and Gener.al Counsel

cc: Mark Seifert, FCC Common Carrier Bureau
Nila Gierau
KeyaPaha
100 Courthouse Lane, Box 9
Springview, NE 66778-009


