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Re: Notice of Ex Parte Meeting; In the Matter of Automatic and Manual
Roaming Obligations Pertaining to CMRS, WT Docket No. 00-193

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to notify you that Michael Rosenthal of Southern Communications Service, Inc.
d/b/a Southern LINC ("Southern") and Christine Gill and John Delmore of McDermott, Will &
Emery had a telephone conference yesterday with Paul D'Ari, Roger Noel, Paul Murray, and
Dwain Livingston of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau regarding the Commission's
automatic and manual roaming rulemaking, WT Docket No. 00-193.

Southern informed the Bureau that it recently entered into an automatic roaming
agreement with Nextel Communications, Inc., but that to date it has been unable to negotiate a
roaming agreement with Nextel Partners. Southern emphasized that while it is pleased to have
negotiated its current agreement with Nextel, it believes that its inability to reach a commercially
reasonable agreement with Nextel Partners indicates that there is still a need for an automatic
roaming rule to ensure that it and similar companies will have access to such agreements now
and in the future.

Southern noted its experience to date with Nextel Partners, which serves a substantial
portion of the U.S. market (see attached information from Nextel Partners' website), shows that
certain carriers still have the ability to unreasonably discriminate in roaming arrangements with
other carriers. For this reason, at a minimum, the FCC should adopt a specific rule stating that
the non-discrimination provisions of Title II will apply to carriers who refuse roaming
arrangements with certain carriers while extending roaming to other competitive carriers.
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Southern also emphasized that there are no technical reasons for Nextel Partners not to
enter an automatic roaming agreement, as it utilizes the same technology as Nextel, with whom
Southern has successfully negotiated a roaming agreement. Southern's experience thus far
underscores the position taken in its comments in this proceeding that market mechanisms
cannot be relied upon completely to foster roaming agreements in the SMR industry.

..

v..eo?trulY your.s, _
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Christine M. Gill

Attachment

cc: Paul D'Ari (via U.S. Mail)
Roger Noel (via U.S. Mail)
Paul Murray (via U.S. Mail)
Dwain Livingston (via U.S. Mail)
Robert S. Foosaner, Nextel Communications (via U.S. Mail)
David Thaler, Nextel Partners (via U.S. Mail)
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Through our affiliation with Nextel Communications, Inc. our customers have seamless
nationwide coverage on the Nextel National Network.

Please click on the map above or the links to the left for more information on our licensed
territories and further links to coverage maps in our launched markets.
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Licensed Pops Launch Status
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