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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in IB DocketNO~~

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf ofAtlantic Tele-Network, Inc. ("ATN"), I am enclosing for the record
a copy ofa letter from the National Education Telecommunications Organization/EDSAT
to Chairman Powell on October 19,2001. The letter expresses support for ATN's
petition seeking a waiver of the settlement rate benchmark on the U.S.-Guyana route.

Please address any inquiries to the undersigned attorneys.

Respectfully submitted,

cc: Don Abelson
Lisa Choi
Linda Haller
Jackie Ruff
Ken Stanley
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Shelly Weinstein
President & CEO
NETO/EDSAT
1889 F Street. NW #300-H
Washington, D.C. 20006

October 19,2001

RECEIVED

NOV 5 2001

Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Conununications Commission
445 12th Street. SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

~ iIMMUlICATIQNS lOla' Imlt'
_tFM~

The NETOlEDSAT is a United States. nor-for-profit, education organiZ.1tion. One of its pr~iects.

EDSAT-Americ:a.<', is a joint, multi-lateral. multi-cultural initiative with si>..1een Latin American and
Caribbe:1.11 CQuntries exploring how be;t to establish a hemispheric mechanism that operates and
manages access to affordable and equitable educational, health care. and other public service
institurions. The objecrive is to aggregate the countries resources in order to even the playing field for
large ilnd small countries, with affordable access to the Internet. universal services. and other
educational networks.

As you arc well aware, many small and developing countries in this hemisphere have difficulty in
attr:J.cting lh~ interest of, as well as finding. affordable services of multi-national telecommunications
companies. A~ an non-governmental organization (NGO) intere;,ted in the use oftelecommunication~

by the education and public service markets since 1988, we we!Cl1me and support the .efforts of small
telecommunications companies who recognize their responsibility to invest in education, health care,
and other public service institutions.

Guyana is one -of the si>:teen EDSAT-Americ.as partIcIpating countries tIyin.g to improve teacher
..edu.ca1ion.and, equally important trying to reach a m~or portion of the student body in rural, low­
income. agricultural and hard-to-reach communities with basic and higher education programrri"ing.
Through this relationship, in some of our projects and meetin~. we have come to learn about the many
productive and successful education programs and initiatiVL's of the Guyana Telephone and Telegraph
Company (GT&T) and the Atlantic Tde-Network, Tnc. (ATN). We hope the Chairman and FCC will
take sreps to encourage and make it possible for small telecommunications companies, such as these, to
continue their inve~tments in infrastructure to bring afi'ordable and equitabl~ educational opportunities
to all students regardl ess of geography, size. or wealth of community.

Thank you for you inrerest and support.
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