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Before the
Federal CommUDicadons Commis 0

Washington, DC20;;4

In the Matter of

Request for Review of

of Decision of Universal Service Administrator
Under FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45

NEW ALBANY-FLOYD COUNTY
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL CORPORATION

To: Common Carner Bureau

REQUEST FOR REVIEW
~j'~;t.;t, ~;';.,:,'.aAUhf1L;.iJK1NS {\~tMG~~J
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New Albany-Floyd County Consolidated School Corporation, pursuant to the procedures

adopted in Section 54.721 of the Rules (47 C.F.R. section 54.721), hereby seeks review

ofthe Decision, dated October 1,2001, of the Universal Service Administrator denying

the above-referenced application. In accordance with the requirements of the Rules, the

following is submitted:

1. On December 7, 2000, this school corporation :filed Fonn 470, Description of

Services Reguested and Cenification Fonn, for a Primary Rate InteIface. The

Universal Service Administrative Company issued a Receipt Notification

Letter to this school corporation with an allowable vendor selection date of

January 16, 200l.

2. On or about January 12, 2001, a clerk mistakenly sent a quantity ofFonn 471,

Block 6: Certifications and Signature, to the superintendent for his signature.

The superintendent both signed and dated each form. on January 12th which

was in advance of the allowable selection date. The error on the referenced

application was not discovered until we received our Funding Commitment

Decision Letter stating that the application was Nor Funded. The clerk's

intent was only to expedite her workload, and there was no intent to violate

the twenty-eight (28) day competitive posting period.

No. of CQDJs5 rec'd2
uetABCDE -..,
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3. The full twenty-eight (28) day posting period was scrupulously followed. The

Form 471 for a Primary Rate Interface was completed on January 16, 2001

and mailed to the SLD by Certified Express mail,
4. On July 23,2001, USAC issued a Funding Commitment Decision Letter

denying this school corporation funding for this service.

5. On July 31,2001, this school corporation filed a Letter ofAppeal with the

Universal Service Administrator providing the Administrator with the

following infonnation in slfPpon of our appeal:

• Exhibit I - A corrected Block 6: Cenification and Simature page.
• Exhibit 2 - A memorandum from Ameritech dated January 23, 2001

stating that our request for the Primary Rate Interface had been
processed.

• Exhibit 3 - A copy of the Block 5: Discount Funding Request shOWing
that the correct date ofJanuary 16, 2001 was inserted in lines 17 and
18.

• Exhibit 4 - A photocopy of the Postal Sernce fonn 3811 shOWing that
the SLD received our Form 471 on January 18, 2001.

6. On October 1, 2001, the Universal Service Administrator denied our appeal in

full stating that our docwnentation does not verify that the twenty-eight day

waiting period was not violated. (Exhibit 5).

7. The petitioner assens that:

• The incorrect date is both an unintentional and correctable error. The
error should have been noted in the SLD's review process and
opportunity given to correct the problem. Submission of a corrected
Block 6: Certification and Signflture page is an acceptable solution.

• The four exhibits supplied to the Admini~tratorconstitute
overwhelming proof that we did not violate the twenty-eight day
posting period.

• In the Letter of Appeal to the Administrator, the petitioner further
certified to the SLD that the twenty-eight day posting period was not
violared_

8. The Petitioner seek the following relief:

• De novo review of the petitioner's application for funding, as specified
in 47 C.F.R. section 54.723.
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• Substitution of the corrected Block 6: Certifications and Signature to
make the referenced application acceptable to the fund's
Administrator.

• Reverse the Administrator's decision and direct that the referenced
application be fully funded for the period beginning July 1) 2001.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: J)-=\5---0 \

NEW ALBANY-FLOYD COUNTY

::~~ON
Dennis A. Cahill Superintendent

New Albany-Floyd County Consolidated School Corporation
% Roger Whaley, Director ofTechnology
2813 Grant Line Road
New Albany, IN 47150
voice: 812/949-4229 fax: 8121949-4231
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CERTU·ICATE OF SERVICE

I, __Kim Bieber_, a secretary for the New Albany-floyd County Consolidated

School Corporation, do hereby certify that a copy of the forgoing REQUEST FOR

REVIEW was served this Nineteenth day of October, 2001, via first class mail. postage

prepaid upon the following:

Fund Adminis?rator
Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
100 Somh Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

KunBieber
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34 Signature of authorized person

32

36 Printed name of authorized person
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Bloc.k 6: Certifications and Signature.
24 The: entities nsted in BICIck 4 of this application~ eTlgible for support beeause they are: (Check one or both.)

a ~ schccls under the statutory definitions of elementaJy and sec:ondalY scllclofs found in the Elemental)'
and Sec:ondary Educaticn Ad of 1965,20 U.S.C. Sees. 8801(14) and (25), that do not operate as for
profrt businesses and do not have endowments exceedIng $50 miJljcn; and/or

" 0 Hbraries or IlbtalY conscrtfa eligible for asSistance from a State libtary administrative agency under the
libraI}' Services and Ted'lnologyIv:.t of 1996 that do not operclte as for-profit tlusinesses and whose
budgets are completely separate from atrf sc:hools, inc:Judfng, but not limited to, elementary and

secondary schools, eoDeges. « univetSitIes.

The eligible schaab and libraries Usted in Block 4 of !his application have secured ac:cess to ail of the
resources, indudlng compuletS, tr.Iining. softWare. maintenance. and electlic:aJ connedlons necessaty to make
8ffedIVe use d the serviceS pUl'eMs*l as well· as to pay the discounted charges for ellgtble services.

26 AU (7f the schools ancllitlraries or library consortia Isted in BIDc:k 4 of this appkatfon are c:avered by:
a 0 an rndiltiduaJ tedmoIcgy plan for using the services requested In this applfc:arlon; anel/or
b 0 tugher..Jevei tschnclogy plan(s) for using the seMc:eS requested In this application; or
c 0 no fedutolClgy plan needed; applying far basic local and long dlstanee telephone s8l\1ice only.

Z7 Stalus of techno/Qgy plans (If repre=lentJng mu~pl~ entities with mixed ted1nology plan status, check both a and b):

a 0 technolcgy pIan(s) haslhaYe been appn:Hed; and/or
b 0 technology plan(s) wiD be approved by a state or other authorized body; or
cO no technoJcgy plan needed; applying for b;asic local and long distance telepl'lone service only.

I certify that the entitles eBgiille for support that I am representing haVe complied with ail appDeable state
and local laws regarding procurement of SeM<:es mrwhich support is being sought.

I certify that the 5efVIces the appllcant pu.rchasas at discaunts ptOVIded by 47 U.S.C. Sec:. 2S4 wUI be
used solely for ecluca.tfonal purposes and wiD not be sold, resold, or transferred in consideration for

money or any other thing of vafue.

I certify that the entity(ies) I represent has complied with all program rules and I acknowledge that failure
to do SO may result in denial of diseount funding andfor ean~Jlation ~fUnding commitments.

I understand that the discount level used for shared services is c:onditional.1brfuture years, upon
ensuring that the most disadvantaged school!l and lIbtaries that are treated as sharing in the service,

receive an appropriate shat& of benefits from thOse services.

I reoognize that I may be audited pursuant to this appDcation. I will retain for five YEl~ any and all
worksheets and other records that I re¥ upon to fiB out this apprlC3tion, and. if aUdited, will make

available to the Administratcr sudll'eCDrtIs.

I certify that I am authorized to submit this request on behalf of the above-named entities, that I have
enmined this request, and to th~ best of my l<l'Iowtedge, • . and belief. all statements of faet

c::2ntainecl herein Cll8 lnJe.

~ ..J.r......
.... ".

'. -'. .' '. .

.:;:FCc;F.crm-t71~_~~~n '. ;.. '.W'.:.

ltl'30ns ~nnfully Imkingi. strtements on tN. fann can be punisMd by fine cr forfeiture, under the Communic.:tions AGt,

7 U.S.c. Sees.. 502. 503{b), or fine or imDri'sanmet under rdle1& of the United Sbtes Code. 18 U.s.c. Sec. 1001.

37 Title: or position of authorized person

38 TelE~phonenumber of authorized person: __, ext _

::y e Ameril:3ns with Disabilitieskt, ltIe JndMdum~.o~bi1itCes~u~an.~ anef th~. ~a~i1itation At;t rrJZf impose
bli m,ns on entities to rmb the set'1Iic:as DurclJlSeG with ttJese dfscOunts. aiccassibl. to 3nd umle DeOale with diabDities.
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Gmenl Bas:iIIeB Senica
Project Mallagemeut

laDDl1l'123, 2001

TO: Heinz Pedobky
New AD.ay Floyd Co Schools
Phoae: 8U-949-4:c9

nOM: Patia A.. Ellis
AmaitI:dl Project MaDaga
Fax:: 317-974-8991
Phone: 317-%&5034

NUMBER OF PAGES: 1

RE: Project close DUtitkatioa:
TMtaO.tiaD 011 Prime

tibi-IieIDOnl--aDd.-"':"IIDl-is::"""':"ro-c-0a6~mD-comp--:-Ie~tkHl-ot~yoar--req-acs-st-:'''':'for-:tIae:-:inst:a--:''-::JI:-8Unu~-vt-::-::"l-=P1i~Ube,--a-Dd~~--ec-tj-ng--

aistiDg aualog servias to yoar Dew I'time senke. Dais service is located at 618 E Market St,. New Al&aa,.7
TbdiaDL

The biD Dumber tor yoar new senice is;as foDows:

The R4Xlte IDde:r: (.RTI), for your DlDs is 51~ OD Tnmk Group NuiDber (TGP) 510. You may need this
illfonll2tiOD in the fDtur'e tor add, !bOyes 01' chaDges to tfai:s scmce.

It'1011 :2reha~ probIeBIS witb. the Prima, please rd'er to the auadaed lr'OableshootiDg sbeet.
DepeultiDg OIl the type oCprobJem tlaac.is occurring, please refer to the c:ircait identification beJow.

• Circuit Numbers:
PIPE
B-ChaaDeIs
V.CbanDels

101 T1ZF NWALlNCBBOl NWALlNOtDCO
IDZD~l.·.023

DZZD2SGOS'.ool

Aor general q1l4!iStiODS 01' COUCUDS regardiDg your acCOUllt should con.tiDue to be directed to your Amcritech
Accow:tt MaD3ger.

Titanic you tor giving us lbe opportwJity to serve you. I look forward to working Witb you again in the future.

Sincerdy,

P:ltia A. Ellis

Ameriteeh Project Manager

cc: 101m Widau - Amerirech
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Extdbit"S:,':!

Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

AdmiDistrator's DecisioD OD Appeal- Funding Year 2001-2002

October 1, 200I

Roger E. Whaley
New Albany-Floyd County Consolidated School COlporation
P. O. Box 1087
New Albany, IN 47151-1087

Re: Billed Entity Number.
471 Application Number:
FWlding Request Number(s):,
Your Correspondence Dated:;

130549
264618
671062
]uly31,2ool

After thorough. review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division ("SLO") of the Universal S~ce Administrative Company C"USAC") has made
its decision in regard to your appeal ofSLD's Year Four Funding Commitment Decision
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD's
decision. The date of this letter begiIls the 30.-&y time period for appealing this decision
to the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC'). Ifyour letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent.

Funding Request Number:
Decision on Appeal:
Explanation:

671062
DeDied in foil

• Your appeal claims that you did not violate the program's required 28-day waiting
period. You admit that the Form 471 was signed early, but you claim this was an
unintentional and correctable error. You have provided a memo from your vendor
indicating that the installation of the service was not eompleted until January 23,
2001. You would like the SLD to reconsider their decision to funding for this
application.

• Your Form 470 (Application Nwnber: 386380000333322) was posted on December
9,2000. In your Form 470 Receipt Notification Letter, SLD notified you that that the
earliest date upon which you could sign and submit your FOIm 471 was January 16.
2001. Your Fonn 471 was signed on January 12, 2001. The documentation you
submitted in support of your appeal does not verify that the required 28-day waiting

Box 125 -'-- Corre:spondenceUnit,80 South Jdfc:rsou Road. \\o1l:ippany,New Jersey 07981
Visit lIS online 3!:http://www:sJ.rmivet'S3J~:org
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period was not violated. You have not claimed that this Fonn 471 relates to a
different Form 470 other than the Form 470 indicated above. Consequently, SLD
denies your appeal because your- application did not comply with the competitive
bidding requirement that your Form 470 be posted on the website for 28 days prior to
your signing and/or submitting your Form 471.

• You signed your Form 471 prior to the expiration of the 28-day posting period. FCC
rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms 470 received be
posted on the website for 28 days, and that applicants carefully consider all bids
received before selecting a vendor, entering into an agreement or signing a contract,
and signing and submitting a Fonn 471. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.504, 54.511(a), (c)._
FCC rules further require that the Administrator send the applicant a confumation
when the Form 470 has been posted, and inform. the applicant of the date after which
the applicant may sign a contract with the vendor it selects. See 47 C.F.R. §
54.504(b)(4). These competitive bidding requirements help ensure that applicants
receive the lowest pre-discount price from vendors. See Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, qrder on ReconsideratioD, 12 FCC Rcd
10095, 100981 9 (1997).

If you believe there is a basis for further examination of your application, you may :file
an appeal with the Federal Communications Commission, Office of the SecretaIY, 445
12th Street, SW, Room TW-A325, Washington, DC 20554. Please reference CC Docket
Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 on the first page of your appeal. Before preparing and submitting
your appeal, please be sure to review the FCC rules concerning the filing of an appeal of
an Administrator's Decision, which are posted on the website at
<wv.rw.universalservice.org>. You must file your appeal with. the FCC no later than 30
days from the date on this letter for your appeal to be filed in a timely fashion.

We thank you for your continued suppon, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process.

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Adminis1rative Company

Box 125 - Cornspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson R.oad. Whippany,·N~ Jersey 07981
Visit lIS online zr.: http://www.sJ..universaJservice.org
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NEW ALBANY MAIN PO
NEW ALBANV, Indiana

471509998
{812l948-0649 04:21:56 PM

Sales Receipt
Product 581e Unit FInal
Description Oty Price Price

WASHINGTON DC 20554 $12.45
Express Mal] PO-ADD

Ser1al Number EK245498467US
Nextdav Noon INormal
Del ivery

$12.45

$0.57

$1.50
$2.10

70000600002189016356
---

$4.17Issue PVI:

Issue PVI:

WHIPPANY NJ 07981
First-Class

Returr "1eceipt
Certi1ied
Label Serial #:

Total:

Paid by'
Cash
Change Due;

$16.62

$20.00
-$3.38

8i 11 I; : !.000400634167
Cl eric ')5

-- "hallk" you for yOur- business ---,-'


