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Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners,

Please do not approve the commercialization and sale of WQEX's educational
license. I support keeping Channel 16 a public broadcasting station.

WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust that was awarded to the people of
Pittsburgh for educational broadcasting. It is not the private property of
WQED Pittsburgh's board of directors and they should not be allowed to sell
it for a profit.

Pittsburgh does not need another commercial TV channel-- it already has
more than enough! Since WQED shut down WQEX's programming and began
simulcasting, it has failed to meet the larger educational and community
needs of this region. We need an alternative educational channel which can
serve the people of the entire community -- as well, or better, than WQEX
once did.

WQED programs consist largely of children's shows and the national feed with
some cooking and period music shows mixed in. Its present programming
schedule primarily targets an affluent audience and misses a large segment
of the regional population. Channel *16 (WQEX), with its broader emphasis
on community oriented programming and alternative points of view, filled
that void and was once the third most watched "second station" in the
country. We need it now more than ever.

Pittsburgh is a large and active city. We support three professional sports
teams, a world class symphony, an opera company, a ballet company, numerous
outstanding art museums, world class natural history and science museums,
and myriad other theatrical and cultural organizations. A number of our
many universities, colleges, technical, art, culinary, and film schools are
world class. We readily support three pUblic radio stations. We can easily
support two public TV stations -- other smaller cities presently do!

When WQEX was broadcasting its own programming, it cost only $1 million a
year to operate. This was a fraction of WQED's budget, and the designated
donations received for WQEX were more than its operating costs, representing
a net revenue gain. A similar revenue surplUS could easily fund any capital
expenditures needed to put Channel 16 back on the air, whether through WQED
or a new, independent organization.

WQED's debts are the result of wasteful mismanagement. A WQED investigation
into alleged embezzlement was kept secret even from its own board of
directors. The people of the region should not suffer from the misdeeds of a
few by losing an essenciaI community asset..
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allowed to get away with selling the Channel 16 educational license for
another infomercial station, it will set terrible precedent. How many other
public stations across the country will be put on the block to solve budget
issues that lay elsewhere?

WQED's management has a long history of detatchment from citizen input and
its self-selected advisory board does not constitute community oversight. If
that management should receive an undeserved windfall by selling our public
asset, it would not and could not be held accountable to the public.

WQED continues to spend freely even while it pleads poverty. In recent
years, CFOs Mel Ming and Neil Mahrer have enjoyed compensation packages of
close to a quarter million dollars a year each. Ten other WQED executives
receive compensation packages up to $160,000 per year. This is far in excess
of counterpart stations in Philadelphia and St. Louis, and, given that WQED
has nonetheless been paying down its debt, it represents that WQED has no
dire financial need to cash in on the Channel 16 license.

WQED has rejected bids from non-profit institutions in the community to
operate WQEX as a public station. Instead, WQED CEO George Miles has
demanded a huge windfall that is far in excess of the real market value of a
noncommercial, public broadcasting license. As an alternative, a community
initiative, Pittsburgh Educational Television (PET), has developed a
business plan to restore public broadcasting on Channel *16 and serve the
community WQED misses. Please give PET a chance to serve the people of this
region.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Long
17 Wellsford Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
(412)683-8423
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