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Subject: Block WQEO's request
Date: Thu, 22 Feb 2001 11 :G6:42--G800

2/22/01
The Honorable Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th street, SW
Room 8-B201
Washington DC 20554
Chairman Powell,
As a long-time supporter of public television, I am writing to ask that you
block WQED's request to dereserve WQEX. If approved, this proposal would
have a negative impact on Pittsburgh by decreasing the number of public
television outlets. Furthermore, the proposal is dangerous because it could
well pave the way for numerous other pUblic television executives to follow
WQED's lead in zealously pursuing the almighty dollar.
The last thing we need is for pUblic television to be beholden to the same
market forces that confront commercial television. Why? Because public
television provides services that commercial television either cannot or
will not provide. From "Sesame Street" to "Mystery" to "Frontline," I have
benefited greatly from programs on public television. Public television has
taken me to places that I would not ordinarily have access to and it has
exposed me to ideas and issues which have made me a more well-rounded
person. As an instructor at the University of California, Berkeley, I can
say that public television is perhaps the only television outlet that airs
programs which I go out of my way to recommend to my students.
I hope that you do not jeopardize the future of public television both in
Pittsburgh and in the United States by permitting the derservation of WQEX.
Public television has been and continues to be an important force in our
society. Please do your best to protect it.

Respectfully,
Dr. Jeffrey D. Corbin

****************************************
Jeffrey D. Corbin
Department of Integrative Biology, VLSB#3060
University of California
Berkeley, CA 94720-3140
(510) 643-5430
****************************************
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Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners:

My name is Michael Cosentino, and I am a Student at the University of
Pittsburgh. I am writing this letter urging you not to let WQEX be sold, as
it is a valuable asset to the community. I know this from personal
experience- this past summer, I helped babysit my infant nephew, Tommy. The
children's programs that were featured daily on WQED and WQEX were avidly
consumed and enjoyed by all of us, and are a feature of spending time with
him that I would like to see remain. So once again, please reconsider the
sale of WQEX. Below is a further list of reasons why I believe the station
should stay available to those who benefit the most from its existence
everyday citizens, with families, and the right to alternative,
community-oriented broadcasting that is available no where else.

* WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust awarded to the people of Pittsburgh
for educational broadcasting, not private property to be sold for profit by
WQED Pittsburgh.

* WQED programs consist largely of children's shows and the national feed.
With its emphasis on community-oriented programming, WQEX was once the
third most watched second station in the country. We need it now more than
ever.

* Pittsburgh is a large and active city. We are rebuilding our downtown
cultural center and support three professional sports teams. We easily can
support two public broadcasting stations. Other smaller cities presently do.

* When it was broadcasting its own programming, WQEX cost only $1 million a
year to operate. Not only was this a fraction of WQED's budget, but WQEX
actually generated a revenue surplus.

* WQED's debts are the result of wasteful mismanagement. A WQED
investigation into alleged embezzlement was kept secret even from its own
board of directors.

* WQED has admitted to the FCC it is not in danger of going dark. It claims
a
$9 million debt, half of which it owes to its own capital fund. It also has
assets, like Pittsburgh Magazine, worth millions more. If you allow WQED to
get away with this, how many other public stations will be put on the block
to solve cash flow problems that lay elsewhere?

* Given WQED's long history of secrecy, it would not be accountable to the
public in its use of this undeserved windfall.

* WQED continues to spend freely even while it pleads poverty. In recent
years, CFOs Mel Ming and Neil Mahrer have enjoyed compensation packages
close to a quarter million dollars a year each. Ten WQED executives receive
compensation packages up to $160,000 per year, far in excess of
counterparts in Philadelphia and St. Louis.

* WQED has rejected bids from not-for-profit institutions in the community
to operate WQEX as a public station because they weren't willing to give
CEO George Miles the huge windfall he has demanded, far in excess of the
real market value of a noncommercial station. In fact, right now Pittsburgh
Educational Television (PET), a community initiative, has a business plan
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to restore public broadcasting on Channel *16. Please give PET a chance to
serve the people of this community.

Thank you for your time. Sincerely,

Michael Cosentino

MSN Photos is the easiest way to share and print your photos:
http://photos.msn.com/support/worldwide.aspx
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Jerold M. Starr

To:

Subject:

mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov;
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu
FW:WQEXTV

-----Original Message-----
From: PATRICK S CRAIG [mailto:pac56+@pitt.edu]
Sent: Sunday, November 25, 2001 6:38 PM
To: jmstarr@cipbonline.org
Subject: WQEX TV

To whom it may concern:

REceIVED

DEC 182001

FCC MAIL ROOM

WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust awarded to the people of Pittsburgh
for educational broadcasting, not private property to be sold for
profit by WQED Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh already has more than enough commercial channels and WQED is
not enough. What we need is an alternative, educational channel that
serves the people of this community.
WQED programs consist largely of children's shows and the national feed.
With its emphasis on community oriented programming, Channel *16 (WQEX)
was once the third most watched second station in the country. We need it
now more than ever.
Pittsburgh is a large and active city. We are rebuilding our downtown
cultural center and support three professional sports teams. We easily can
support two public broadcasting stations. Other smaller cities presently
do.
When it was broadcasting its own programming, WQEX cost only $1 million a
year to operate. Not only was this a fraction of WQED's budget, but WQEX
actually generated a revenue surplus.
WQED's debts are the result of wasteful mismanagement. A WQED
investigation into alleged embezzlement was kept secret even from its own
board of directors.
WQED has admitted to the FCC it is not in danger of going dark. It claims
a $9 million debt, half of which it owes to its own capital fund. It also
has assets, like Pittsburgh Magazine, worth millions more. If you allow
WQED to get away with this, how many other public stations will be put on
the block to solve cash flow problems that lay elsewhere?
Given WQED's long history of secrecy, it would not be accountable to the
public in its use of this undeserved windfall.
WQED continues to spend freely even while it pleads poverty. In recent
years, CFOs Mel Ming and Neil Mahrer have enjoyed compensation packages
close to a quarter million dollars a year each. Ten WQED executives
receive compen-sation packages up to $160,000 per year, far in excess of
counterparts in Philadelphia and St. Louis.
WQED has rejected bids from not-for-profit institutions in the community
to operate WQEX as a public station because they weren't willing to give
CEO George Miles the huge windfall he has demanded, far in excess of the
real market value of a noncommercial station. In fact, right now
Pittsburgh Educational Television (PET), a community initiative, has a
business plan to restore public broadcasting on Channel *16. Please give
PET a chance to serve the people of this community.

Sincerely,

Patrick Craig
Pittsburgh, PA

1



Hotmail Folder: Inbox Page 1 of2

Hotmail

RECEIVED
DEOla 2001

FCC MAIL ROOM
Hotmail .
® conematt@hotmall.com

InboxComposeAddress BookFoldersOptions
Folder: Inbox

MessengerCalendarHelp

cc:

From: M.J.Curry@open.ac.uk
To: mpowell@fcc.gov

sness@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov, slerman@lsl-law.com,
CAMPBEAJ@wpgate.law3.georgetown.edu, conematt@hotmail.com

Subject:·PubItc TVi)tations
Date: Fri, 23 Feb 2001 12:10:52 -0000

February 23, 2001

Chairman Powell:

As a native of Pittsburgh, I was disappointed to hear from friends that WQED

is once again trying to sell WQEX. Before WQED began simulcasting its
programs on WQEX more than three years ago, WQEX was an outstanding
community-oriented station with a long history of addressing the
educational, cultural, and civic needs of the residents of Pittsburgh. To
see WQEX in its current sorry state is to recognize how desperate this
station is for a new direction.

Unfortunately, this new direction will not come from the current WQED board.

Faced with a debt of several million dollars, the board has come to the
realization that the quickest and most painless way out of their predicament

is to sell WQEX. Of course, stating that WQEX is little more than a cash
cow is not good pUblic policy and so the WQED board and its members have
embarked upon a disingenuous campaign to assure the people of Pittsburgh
that their city cannot afford two public stations.

Hearing the WQED board claim that Pittsburghers will not support two public
television stations is both amusing and frustrating. This board appears to
believe that their simulcasting of WQED and WQEX, their frequent
broadcasting of cutting-edge shows like "Lawrence Welk" and "Antiques
Roadshow," and their incessant promotion of doo-wop specials is in no way
connected to decreased support for public television from the people of
Pittsburgh. Given my experiences with worthwhile public television stations

in the United states and England, it is clear to me that people will
strongly support public television stations that address their needs and
treat them as intelligent citizens.

I am confident that Pittsburgh can support two independent public television

stations. I hope and trust that your rejection of WQED's petition will send
them a message that they cannot simply ease their way out of debt by selling
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WQEX to a commercial broadcaster. Then, and perhaps only then, will WQED
understand that it is in their best interest to finally sell WQEX to a group

that is interested in running WQEX as a truly community-oriented public
television station.

Mary Jane Curry
Research Fellow
Centre for Language and Communications
Faculty of Education and Language Studies
The Open University
walton Hall
Milton Keynes MK7 6AA UK
Tel: 44 (0) 1908 659850
FAX: 44 (0) 1908 654111
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cc:

From: kmd <kmdonaho@midway.uchicago.edu>
To: mpowell@fcc.gov

sness@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov, campbeaj@wpgate.law3.georgetown.edu, slerman@lsl-law.com,
conematt@hotmail.com

Subject: Save Public BrQadcasting in Pittsburgh
Date: Thu, 22 F~ 2001 22:09:16 -0600

Chairman Powell;

I write to you as a Pittsburgher and a supporter of pUblic television who
is disappointed to learn that WQED is proposing to sell WQEX. WQEX is an
important public station for Pittsburgh, and its commercialization would be
a serious loss to our community. It would be a tremendous shame if
irresponsible management on the part of WQED led to the reduction of the
already limited pUblic programming in Pittsburgh. I take further issue
with the closed manner in which these dealings have been orchestrated. It
was the management that was irresponsible with their charges, and now they
seek to remedy their financial problems by taking away an important public
asset - yet they exclude the public and its interests from these
discussions. I cannot emphasize strongly enough the damage that would be
caused by reducing Pittsburgh's limited quality programming and feeding the
community more commercials. Please reject WQED's petition to transfer the
station into commercial hands, and encourage them to direct their efforts
towards maintaining the quality pUblic programming that we do have.

Sincerely,

Katherine Donahoe

Move To (Move to Selected Folder)

InboxComposeAddress BookFoldersOptions MessengerCalendarHelp
Get notified when you have new Hotmail or when your friends are online, send
instant messages, listen to music and more. Try the new browsing software from
Microsoft that makes it easy to get more from the Web. Get your FREE download
of MSN Explorer at

Other Links: Special Features:



Hotmail Folder: Inbox

Hotmail

RECEIVED
DEC 1.8.ZDDl

FCC MAIL ROOM

Page 1 of2

P:asspo~
:,""!,'; 'He

Hotmail .
® conematt@hotmall.com

InboxComposeAddress BookFoldersOptions
Folder: Inbox

MessengerCalendarHelp

From: "David Ebenbach" <ebenbach@hotmail.com>
Reply-To: ebenbach@world.oberlin.edu
To' mpowell@fcc.gov, sness@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov, slerman@lsl-law.com,

. CAMPBEAJ@wpgate.law3.georgetown.edu, conematt@hotmail.com
Subject: The "right way" totreatWQEX
Date: 'fhu, 22-Feb200115:30:34 -0500

February 22, 2001

The Honorable Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

I am angered by WQED's announcement that it plans to dereserve and sell WQEX.
After years of trying to sell WQEX in the face of strong pUblic opposition, it
appears that the WQED board finally decided to settle this matter on their own.
When I say "on their own," I truly mean on their own. The WQED board not only
excluded the public from all deliberations regarding the sale but it is run by a
chairman, Tom McGough, who has said of the secret deal that he is "absolutely
convinced we did the deal the right way."

The right way? Perhaps this would have been the "right way" to cut a deal in
Suharto's Indonesia but this is clearly not the "right way" to manage a public
resource in a democratic society.

As has always been the case, the right way to manage a public resource begins
with an understanding that pUblic business is the business of the public. While
this observation sounds trite, it is one that has obviously escaped the WQED
board. In addition to dismissing WQED's dereservation request, I suggest that
you admonish them for their unwillingness to seek public support for their
actions.

Sincerely,

David Ebenbach

Get your FREE download ofMSN Explorer at

Move To (Move to Selected Folder)



REceIVED

D£C 182001

FCc MAIl ROOM
Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

IMNRG@aol.com
Saturday, December 08,2001 6:43 PM
mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov;
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu; jmstarr@cipbonline.org
No SUbject

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners:

WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust awarded to the people of Pittsburgh
for educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh citizens value the station as a
public resource. WQEX is not private property to be sold for profit by WQED
Pittsburgh.

WQED plans to sell WQEX to private interests which have no dedication to
public interests. WQED has rejected bids from not-for-profit institutions in
the community to operate WQEX as a public station because CEO George Miles
has demanded a sale price far in excess of the real market value of a
noncommercial station. I believe these rejections constitute malfeasance on
the part of WQED's managers.

WQED's debts are the result of wasteful mismanagement. A WQED
investigation into alleged embezzlement was kept secret even from its own
board of directors. In contrast to WQED's claims of poverty, ten WQED
executives receive compensation packages up to $160,000 per year, far in
excess of counterparts in Philadelphia and St. Louis.

Pittsburgh Educational Television (PET), a community initiative, has a
business plan
to restore public broadcasting on Channel 16. Please allow PET to serve the
citizens of this community as public television which is TRULY public.

Thank you for your attention.

Virginia Cook Eskridge
6220 Kentucky Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206-4270
IMNRG@aol.com
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Dorcas Evans-Miller

4608 Winthrop Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

412-687-4744

_______0

-,j

re; MM DOCKET NO 01-276 the sale of WQEX Pittsburgh

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

To whom it may concern;

please deny this request, and keep WQED a public station.

£13 39l;;'d 3Wl;;'&1 Cl311Iv-l '313l'3-IPP-llp
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REcelVED
Jerold M. Starr---------------BEe'1820m,..------
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Todd Fertig [fertig@ehs.cc]
Tuesday, December 11, 2001 4:37 PM rl" U.&II
mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mco~~c!l!~ ~fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov;
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu; jmstarr@cipbonline.org
Please Reject WQED petition to sell WQEX 16

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners,

As a past long-time viewer of WQEX (Channel 16), Pittsburgh, PA,
I am writing to urge you to reject the petition of WQED Pittsburgh to
commercialize and sell sister station WQEX to ShootingStar, Inc.

I urge you to do so because WQEX is a public trust awarded to the
people of Pittsburgh for educational broadcasting, and I do not see
why the people of Pittsburgh should be made to pay for WQED's
mismanagement. WQED management is primarily responsible for the
current debt miring the station, and should not be allowed to bailout
of it by simply getting rid of part of the invaluable assets it had
been originally appointed to manage (mind you, to manage, NOT to
dispose of) .

I urge you to do so because this community asset must be preserved for
noncommercial educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh does not need yet
another commercial station. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and
WQEX was a very popular alternative. When it was broadcasting its own
programming, WQEX cost only $1 million a year to operate. Not only
was this a fraction of WQED's budget, but WQEX actually generated a
revenue surplus.

There are many other reasons to reject the commercialization of WQEX,
but I would like here to point your attention to the fact that WQED
has rejected bids from not-for-profit institutions in the community to
operate WQEX as a public station because they weren't willing to give
CEO George Miles the huge windfall he has demanded, far in excess of
the real market value of a noncommercial station. In fact, right now
Pittsburgh Educational Television (PET), a community initiative, has a
business plan to restore public broadcasting on Channel 16. Please
give PET a chance to serve the people of this community.

As the chairman and members of a commission whose mission is the
protection of the public interest, I trust you will make the right
decision,
and will reject WQED's request for the commercialization of WQEX,
a deal that would clearly undermine the interests of the people of
Pittsburgh.

Sincerely,

Todd Fertig
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RECEIVED
Jerold M. Starr...............- .........------------~I--------
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Robert Frederking [ref@cs.cmu.edu]
Monday, December 10, 2001 10:56 PM :t"(" U.&II DnOU
FCC-comments@save16.org; mpowell@fcl1.~la~~~~.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov;
kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov; slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu;
jmstarr@cipbonline.org
MM Docket No. 01-276 -- WQED application to commercialize and sell the WQEX
educational license

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

re: MM Docket No. 01-276

Dear Commission members,

Please do not approve the commercialization and sale of WQEX's
educational license. I support keeping Channel 16 a public broadcasting
station, and -- regardless of its classification -- the reissuance or
reassignment of WQEX's license should be open to competing applications
in order to insure that the citizens of southwestern Pennsylvania
receive the best possible broadcasting.

WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust that was awarded to the people of
Pittsburgh for educational broadcasting. It is not the private property
of WQED Pittsburgh's board of directors and they should not be allowed
to sell it for a profit.

WQED programs consist largely of children's shows and the national feed
with some cooking and period music shows mixed in. Its present
programming schedule primarily targets an affluent audience and misses a
large segment of the regional population. Channel 16 (WQEX), with its
broader emphasis on community oriented programming and alternative
points of view, filled that void and was once the third most watched
"second station" in the country. We need it now more than ever.

Pittsburgh is a large and active city. We support three professional
sports teams, a world class symphony, an opera company, a ballet
company, numerous outstanding art museums, world class natural history
and science museums, and myriad other theatrical and cultural
organizations. A number of our many universities, colleges, technical,
art, culinary, and film schools are world class. We readily support
three public radio stations. We can easily support two public TV
stations -- other smaller cities presently do!

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert Frederking
1008 Haslage Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
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Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kathryn Fine [finekj@hotmail.com]
Friday, November 30, 2001 11 :41 AM
FCC-comments@save16.org; mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov;
kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov; slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu;
jmstarr@cipbonline.org
saving channel 16

Subject: MM Docket No. 01-276 --- WQED application to commercialize and
sell the WQEX educational license

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission members,

RECEIVED
DEC 182001

FCC MAIl ROOM

Please do not approve the commercialization and sale of WQEX's educational
license. I support keeping Channel 16 a public broadcasting station.

Pittsburgh does not need another commercial TV channel -- it already has
more than enough! Since WQED shut down WQEX's programming and began
simulcasting, it has failed to meet the educational and community needs of
this region. We need an alternative educational channel which can serve the
people of the entire community -- as well as, or better than, WQEX once did.

Sincerely,

Kathy Fine
901 n. Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Get your FREE download of MSN Explorer at http://explorer.msn.com/intl.asp
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Folder: Inbox

cc:

From: linda flower <lf54@andrew.cmu.edu>
To: mpowell@fcc.gov

sness@fcc.gov, hfurchth@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov, campbeaj@wpgate.law3.georgetown.edu,
slerman@lsl-law.com, conematt@hotmail.com

Subject: Dereservation of WQEX
Date: Sat, 17 Feb 2001 13:38:58 -0500

Dear Chairman Powell:

It is not often that an issue of the public good, so clearly unmotivated
by vested interests, rouses the continuing firm outcry as has the issue of

D first, closing the self-supporting WQEX,
D then attempting to sell public, educational air space to a corporation

that confirmed its intent among other things to oppose quality education
L and now subverting the intent of our regulations by dereserving this

committment to the public.

Please take a firm and public stand against this unpopular and
inappropriate action--a stand which I am many of my colleagues at Carnegie
Mellon will applaud (which would have included our late Nobel Laureate,
Herbert Simon) .

Thank you,

Linda Flower
Director, Center for University Outreach
Professor of Rhetoric
Carnegie Mellon university
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To:

Monica Frolander-Ulf <mcf+@pitt.edu> Sav~AcJdress- BIQ~k Sender
mpowell@fcc.gov, sness@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov, slerman@lsl-law.com,
conematt@hotmail.com ~C1ye Address

Subject: Re WQEX Pittsburgh
Date: Thu, 08 Feb 2001 06:00:06 -0500

Reply Reply All Forward

From:

This is to let you know that I, along with a significant sector of the
Pittsburgh community, strongly oppose the sale of Public Television
Channel 16 (WQEX). This channel is public - i.e. our - property and thus
cannot be sold by a handful of people. Not only is the Pittsburgh
community organized to keep Channel 16 in our own hands, but detailed
plans are being developed to ensure that Channel 16 will become a viable
second Public Television alternative to our community. Many communities
around the country sustain two public channels. There is absolutely no
reason to think that Pittsuburgh cannot do so as well. The FCC has
already ruled (4-0) that Channel 16 should remain a public channel in
Pittsburgh. I urge you to continue FCC's strongly held policy to
protect noncommercial educational broadcasting and to support this
community effort to ensure that Pittsburghers have access to
interesting, diverse, and intellectually challenging television
programming.

Respectfully,

Monica Frolander-Ulf, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Anthropology
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From: Mark Ginsburg <mbg+@pitt.edu> Save Address - Block Sender DE
To: mpowell@fcc.gov, sness@fcc.gov, hfurchtg@fcc.gov, gtristan@fcc.gov Save Address C182001
cc: slerman@lsl-law.com, conematt@hotmail.com Save Address
Subject: Don't let WQED Pittsburgh sell a community asset
Date: Fri, 16 Feb 2001 09:27:44 -0500

Reply Reply All Forward

Commissioner Powell
Federal Communication Commission
445 12 Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairperson Powell,

I am writing to urge you and your colleagues to reaffirm a previous FCC
decision against the decertification of WQEX in Pittsburgh. The Board
of WQED seems to be trying every avenue (and quite often back alleys) to
sell off or sellout an important community asset.

I along with many of my friends and colleagues have been outraged by the
more than three years of simulcasting (Channels 13 and 16). I believe
that such action should be grounds for the FCC revoking of this Board's
license to run Channel 16/WEX in the public interest.

Certainly, you shouldn't reward this Board by giving it permission to
decertify 50% of our public tv community assets and sell it.

I hope that you and other citizens serving us on the FCC do not set what
would be a very unfortunate precedent for this country. Certainly, you
shouldn't do this on a case that would have a very negative effect on
the place that is known by millions as "Mr. Roger's neigborhood."

Sincerely,

Mark Ginsburg
Professor of Education
University of Pittsburgh
Tel: 412-648-1783; Fax: 412-624-2609; Email: mbg@pitt.edu

cc: Steve Lerman (Leventhal, Senter and Lerman, P.L.L.C.)
Matt Cohen (CIPB Pittsburgh)

Reply Reply All Forward Delete Previous Next Close
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Jerold M. Starr
From: Fathog@aol.com

Sent: Monday, November 26,2001 7:14 PM

To: webmaster@save16.org; mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov;
kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov; slerman@lsl-Iaw.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu;
jmstarr@cipbonline.org

Cc: Fathog@aol.com

Subject: WQED application to commercialize and sell the WQEX educational license

Magalie Roman SalasOffice of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554
Dear Commission members,
Please do not approve the commercialization and sale of WQEX's educational license. I support keeping
Channel 16 a public broadcasting station.
Additional comments: The current management of WQED has already killed a second public channel by
simulcasting all programs on both channels. I would like to see WQED's management held accountable for
mismanaging finances so bad they feel a need to "sell" a license they were freely granted in the public interest.
Pittsburgh should have no problem sustaining two public TV stations, as it is done in even smaller cities. If they
cannot properly manage both channels, give one (or both) to someone who can.

-Sincerely
Thomas B. Grayson

1424 Rydal St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

11/28/01
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Jerold M. Starr
From:--Rob~rtGund~~;~n[bg~~der@stargat~~h~~e.~~-MM.-ROOM------~---~----"

Sent: Thursday, November 29, 2001 2:47 PM

To: mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov;
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu; jmstarr@cipbonline.org

Subject: Docket No. 01-276 (WQED application to commercialize and sell the WQEX educational license)

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission members,

My wife and I moved to Pittsburgh just over a year ago. One of the first things about this great city
that struck us as both odd and outrageous was the simulcasting ofprograms on public channels 13 and
16. We have lived in a great number of cities in this country and never before have encountered such
a gross waste of valuable broadcast spectrum.

WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust that was awarded to the people of Pittsburgh for educational
broadcasting. It is not the private property ofWQED. (Actually, no broadcast channel, commercial or
non- should be considered private property. The selling of the broadcast spectrum is a practice I
strongly question.) It should not be allowed to be sold no matter what justification is used.

One look at the current programming schedule offered here in Pittsburgh by our local stations is all
that is needed to decide that we do not need another commercial TV channel -- we already have more
than enough infomercial and buying channels. All networks with the exception of PAX are
represented and the relative value of PAX vs. a true community station is obvious.

What is needed is for Channel *16 (WQEX) to resume its former programming focus, a broad
emphasis on community oriented programming and alternative points of view, to fill the void that
now exists and to once again be the third most watched "second station" in the country. We need it
now more than ever.

The group seeking to take over the operation of WQEX, Pittsburgh Educational Television, is perhaps
a bit optimistic in the financial and programming availability projections in their business plan. But
they are not exagerating the potential support from the Pittsburgh community. Discounting the three
professional sports teams, we still have a world class symphony, an opera company, a ballet company,
numerous outstanding art museums, world class natural history and science museums, and myriad
other theatrical and cultural organizations all of which are adequately funded. A number of our many
universities, colleges, technical, art, culinary, and film schools are world class. We readily support
three public radio stations. We can easily support two public TV stations -- other smaller cities
presently do!

As an alternative to the sale of WQEX, the community initiative Pittsburgh Educational Television
has developed to restore public broadcasting on Channel *16 and serve the community WQED misses
is a viable one. Please give PET a chance to serve the people of this region.
Robert P. Gundersen

11130101
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Viewfinder Ventures Videography
(412) 422-2861
(707) 982-0888 fax
bgundcr@stargatcchoicc.nct

11130101

Page 2 of2



Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Datasage [datasage@TELERAMA.com]
Friday, December 07,2001 12:36 PM
FCC-comments@save16.org; mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov;
kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov; slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu;
jmstarr@cipbonline.org
datasage@telerama.com
MM Docket No. 01-276 --- WQED application to commercialize and sell the WQEX
educational license

Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary,
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission members,

RECEIVED

DEC 182001

FCC MArL ROOM

Please DO NOT APPROVE the commercialization and sale of WQEX's
educational license. I support keeping Channel 16 a public broadcasting
station.

The individuals currently running WQED/QWEX in Pittsburgh have done a
very poor job of operating the stations in the public interest.

Channel 16 WEQX was operating very efficiently with good programing and
low operating expenses before simulcasting. Channel 13 WQED, had high
costs and big salaries for executives. It looks as if those in charge
literally looting the station!

As soon as it appeared that WQEX (channel 16) could be sold off and that
those at WQED would control millions of dollars that WQEX was a
problem. After all with millions of dollars available spent on more
high salaries. WQEX had to be destroyed.

I do not believe that the management of WQED (channel 13) is really fit
to manage any public broadcast station in the public interest. Real
competition in public broadcasting would help WQED not hurt it!

Please, DO NOT let Channel 16 WQEX be destroyed.

Please DO allow those really interested in public broadcasting to
operate channel 16

Thank you,

S F Hancock
318 Fort Couch Rd
Pittsburgh PA 15241
412) 583 -2733

1



Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Neil Harris [tokamid@yahoo.com]
Tuesday, November 13, 2001 4:45 PM
mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu; jmstarr@cipbonline.org
WQEX, Channel 16, Pittsburgh

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners:

I am writing to show my support of Pittsburgh s WQEX,
Channel 16, and to object to its sale by WQED, Channel
13. WQEX is a public trust, and belongs to the people
of Pittsburgh. It is not a piece of private property
to be sold for profit to offset the ostensible
financial ills of WQED.

WQEX has served a vital role in the Pittsburgh
community, providing educational broadcasting and
local programming to a large number of diverse
Pittsburghers, while WQED s programs consist largely
of children's shows and the national feed. If WQEX is
sold, neither WQED nor any other station will be able
to fill the resulting void.

Indeed, WQEX s popularity and sustainability should
not be in question. Once the third most-watched

second station in the country, it operated at a
fraction of the cost of WQED, and generated a revenue
surplus.

The desire to use WQEX to bailout WQED is symptomatic
of the latter s poor financial management. It is a
selfish, shortsighted, short-term fix, and will do
nothing to resolve WQED s long-term financial woes.

There are alternatives, which would allow WQEX to
continue its tradition of community involvement. For
example, Pittsburgh Educational Television (PET), a
community initiative, has a business plan to restore
public broadcasting on Channel 16. Please give PET
and others the opportunity to serve the people of our
community.

Sincerely,

Neil Harris
1315 Denniston St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Do You Yahoo!?
Find the one for you at Yahoo! Personals
http://personals.yahoo.com

1
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From: "Charles Hayes" <chayes@gagner-toomey.com>
<mpowell@fcc.gov>, <sness@fcc.gov>, <hfurchtg@fcc.gov>, <gtristan@fcc.gov>,

To: <slerman@lsl-law.com>, <CAMPBEAJ@wpgate.law3.georgetown.edu>, "Matt Cone"
<conematt@hotmail.com>

SUbject: Dont be short sighted
Date: Wed, 21 Feb 2001 22:22:55 -0800

2-21-01

Chairman Powell:

I am taking this opportunity to express my outrage at WQED's request that
the FCC dereserve WQEX. I sincerely hope that you do not side with WQED in
this matter as it would be extraordinarily short-sighted to allow a public
resource to be sold in order to cover the malfeasance ofWQED's management.
The debt that WQED has accumulated has nothing to do with WQEX. In fact,
even the management at WQED would acknowledge that WQEX was an inexpensive
station to run and that it turned a small profit in recent history. If only
the same could said ofWQED.

>From the beginning of the 1990s, WQED has been plagued by financial
mismanagement. Rather than acknowledging their missteps, WQED has sought to
shift the blame. The Shooting Star proposal has been accompanied by cries
that the Pittsburgh market is too small for two public television stations.
This is hogwash. There are many smaller markets that have access to two
public stations. In fact, if you believe that Pittsburgh cannot keep afloat
two well-managed public television stations, then I have a facility called
Three Rivers Stadium that I would like to sell to you.

Cheers,

Charles Hayes

Move To (Move to Selected Folder)
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Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Frank Heath [fheath@stargate.net]
Sunday, November 25, 2001 1:50 PM
webmaster@save16.org; mpowell@fcc.gov; fi0&rMjItcR80M:opps@fcc.gov;
kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov; slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgetown.edu;
jmstarr@cipbonline.org
MM Docket No. 01-276 --- WQED application to commercialize and sell the WQEX
educational license

Please do not approve the commercialization and sale of WQEX's
educational license. I support keeping Channel 16 a public broadcasting
station. Additional comments:

I teach video production to high school students and have a very active
group, including alumni in college at local schools. There is very
little that WQED programs that touches these people at all. They have
little interest in financial and self-help gurus, doo-wop and cooking
shows. WQEX did and could again feature programming to engage this age
group and give them an outlet for their increasingly sophisticated
digital video productions.

WQED is now programming Ed Sullivan along with Lawrence Welk. That may
match their backward looking doowop connection and their fascination
with Pittsburgh society as evidenced by their deathgrip on their overly
precious magazine, but it does nothing to serve the younger audience.

I went to college at Michigan State University and Dr. Walter Emery
taught us of the responsibilities of broadcasting 'in the public
interest.' That was a long time ago and much has changed, but the
airways, licensed by the FCC should still belong to the people. That
means public broadcasting in Pittsburgh should be available to the broad
spectrum of population, not only to the monied few.

1



531 Allenby Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
November 27, 2001

Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peggy Allen Heidish [ph1 r+@andrew.cmu.edu]
Tuesday, November 27,2001 12:49 PM
jmstarr@cipbonline.org
Channel 16 belongs to Pittsburgh

REceiVED

DEC 182001

FCC MAIL ROOM

I am writing to you to express my concern about the possible sale by
WQED of Channel 16 to Shooting Star, Inc. One of my main concerns is
that WQEX, Channel 16, is a public trust given to the people of
Pittsburgh for educational broadcasting; it is not the private property
of WQED but is more like a "natural resource" belonging to the whole
community.

In addition, our city already has plenty of commercial channels and
having just one public station, WQED, is not enough for a city of this
size. Pittsburgh is growing into world-class city and needs to have
the resources of a world-class city, including more than one option for
public broadcasting.

We must allow Channel 16 to be used for public broadcasting. As I
understand it, there is a group, Pittsburgh Educational Television,
willing to take on this task. Please give this group a chance to make
appropriate use of WQEX.

Sincerely yours,
Peggy Allen Heidish

1
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Jerold M. Starr

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

hershey.vcr

RECEIVED

DEC 182001

nathan hershey [hershey+@pitt.edu]
Friday, November 30, 2001 3:07 PM
mpowell@fcc.gov; kabernat@fcc.gov; mcopps@fcc.gov; kjmweb@fcc.gov; msalas@fcc.gov;
slerman@lsl-law.com; campbeaj@law.georgrtown.edu; jmstarr@cipbonline.org
Opposing WQED Pittsburgh's FCC petition to commercialize and sell WQEX

As someone who regularly watched and enjoyed WQEX wnen it had its
own programing, I was disappointed by WQED Pittsbugh's decision to get
rid of this channel, by selling it to a commercial organization, to
cover losses caused by mismanagement and excessive executive salaries.
The so-called Pittsburgh power structure likes to control the nonprofit
entities in town, but does little to see they are run in the punblic
interest. We need a second public television channel to serve the
Pittsburgh region. Help us.

Respectfully,
Nathan Hershey

1


