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Federal Communications Commission DEC 1 82001

445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554.

FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554.

Dear Commissioner:

I urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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445 12" Street, NW
Washingtorne,eoc 20554, DEC 1 8 2001
Dear Commissioner: FCC MAIL ROOM

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were seif-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554.

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

I urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554, DEC 5 8 2001

Dear Commissioner: FCC MAIL ROOM

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 {sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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445 12™ Street, NW
Washington,eDC 20554. DEC 1 8 2001
Dear Commissioner: FCC MAIL ROOM

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission DEC 1 82001
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554, FCC MaL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12'" Street, NW DEC 1 82001
Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admiitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Washington, DC 20554.
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Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission DeC 1 8 2001
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Date

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554.

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner:

I urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

I do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED aiready plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission DEC 1 8 2001
445 12" Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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Federal Communications Commission BEC 1 82001
445 12™ Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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RE: MM Docket No. 01-276 RECEIVED
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Federal Communications Commission |
445 12(h Street, NW FCC MA"- BOOM
Washington, DC 20554.

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were self-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.

Yours sincerely,
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RE: MM Docket No. 01-276

Federa}!] Communications Commission OEC 1 82001
445 12" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554. FCC MAIL ROOM

Dear Commissioner:

| urge the Federal Communications Commission to reject the petition of WQED
Pittsburgh to commercialize and sell Channel *16 (sister station WQEX) to
ShootingStar, Inc. This community asset must be preserved for noncommercial
educational broadcasting. Pittsburgh is still a thriving city and Channel *16
represents a resource that could provide valuable alternative programming in the
public interest. We do not need yet another commercial station.

| do not accept the empty promise of more digital channels. WQED already plans
to use some of them for commercial purposes. WQED’s external debts were seif-
inflicted and are now much smaller. Moreover, WQED has admitted to the FCC
that its debts do not threaten its broadcast operations.

Permitting WQED to cash in our educational station for a $20 million windfall
would set a dangerous precedent for other reserved channels as well.

Apparently, WQED no longer wants to provide programming on Channel *16, as
can be seen by its proposal to sell off this community asset and by the fact that it
has been simulcasting on Channels 13 and 16 for four years. Thus, please invite
applications from other noncommercial educational organizations.
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