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WRITTEN EX PARTE PRESENTATION

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of Comcast Corporation ("Comcast") and in connection with the above
referenced proceeding, attached is a copy of an article that appeared in the January 9, 2002
edition of Variety.

The article reports on discussions between EchoStar Communications, Inc. ("EchoStar")
and MGM regarding the carriage of an MGM-branded channel on EchoStar's Dish Network.
The article observes that such an arrangement would represent a first for the movie studio in the
U.S. and comments that the carriage proposal is similar to other arrangements in which video
programmers provide proprietary content on an exclusive basis to satellite MVPDs such as
EchoStar.

Comcast submits that this reported arrangement provides further evidence that, in today's
competitive market, non-cable MVPDs have an unfettered ability to work with the premier
providers of video programming to create proprietary content, and that such distributors freely
use exclusive carriage arrangements to distinguish themselves in the competitive marketplace.
We believe this only adds to the overwhelming evidence supporting our request that the current
prohibition on exclusive contracts between cable operators and vertically integrated
programmers should be permitted to sunset in October 2002.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(l) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(l),
two (2) copies of this letter and the attached article have been submitted to the Commission's
Secretary for inclusion in the public record. Please contact the undersigned counsel ifyou have
any questions regarding the foregoing.

Respectfully submitted,

D~~1·~~
David J. Wittenstein
Counsel for Comcast Corporation

Attachment
DJW/sad
cc: attached distribution list
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(Bloomberg News contributed to this report.)

"We are now in discussions with EchoStar about ...
putting an MGM channel on their platforms,"
Yemenidjian said.

MGM shares closed down 15¢, almost 1%, at $20.60 on Wednesday.

The proposal is similar to some other satellite-only
channels, which give satcasters proprietary content and
programmers pay TV carriage in a crowded domestic
cable atmosphere. News and info channel NBCi recently
launched on Hughes Electronics' DirecTV, the NO.1 U.S
satcaster, which is a takeover target for EchoStar.

MGM, EchoStar plan channel
Satcasting deal would rep first time for studio

Ba c;: k tQ---.tQQ

The Lion has several MGM-branded channels distributed
in various foreign territories, but the prospective
satcasting initiative would rep a first for the studio in
the U.S. Company officials declined to elaborate on
Yemenidjian's remarks.

Date in print: Thurs" Jan. 10, 2002

MGM topper Alex Yemenidjian said Wednesday that the
Lion is talking to EchoStar Communications about a
studio-branded channel on the satcaster's Dish
Network.

The remarks came during an investors conference held
by investment firm Salomon Smith Barney in
Scottsdale, Ariz.
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