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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Gary Ray" <garyray@library.dcr.state.nc.us>
<info@acb.org>
\l\.ednesday, February 27, 2002 2:03 PM
I Support Video Description

I support the FCC in not retreating from their video description order. I
need video description implemented on schedule in April.

gary ray

++++++++++++++++++++
Gary H. Ray
Director of Volunteer Services
Department of Cultural Resources
State Library of North Carolina
Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
1811 Capital Boulevard
Raleigh, NC 27635
gary rilY.!fllliQIill}'.ciQ:,state .nc.us
(919) 733-4376 Voice
(888) 388-2460 Toll Free
(919) 733-6910 Fax
"Opinions expressed in this communication are my own, not necessarily those
of my organization."
++++++++++++++++++++
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Barbara Vodapivc

rage J or J

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Carolyn Rhodes" <bcrhodes@athenet.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
\l\Aednesday, February 27, 2002 2:04 PM
I Support Video Description
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Barbara Vodapivc

t'age j or j

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Marshall Tucker" <m/1492@earthlink.net>
<info@acb.org>
\l\€dnesday, February 27, 2002 1:58 PM
\I\€ support video description

We support the FCC in not retreating from their video description order. We
need video description.
Marshall and Lois Tucker
303 S. Bonham Rd.
Columbia, Sc. 29205
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rage I or I

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<CKMont@aol.com>
<info@acb.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 3:17 PM
I support video description

I'm autistic. Video description provides me with valuable information,
including which person is on the screen at any given time and what facial
expressions and body language mean. I support the FCC in sticking to the
already established schedule for implementing video description.

Carolyn K. "Cal" Montgomery
Chicago, IL
ckmont@aQl.com
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Susan Chase" <SChase@milwcnty.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Vl.ednesday, February 27, 20022:38 PM
"I support video description"

2/27102
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rage: 1 Ui i

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Bill Powers" <powersradio@comcast.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 2002 1:33 PM
I support video description

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339.

Very objectionable is the move of the National Association ofBITQadcasters
and the broadcast industry in general to shirk their responsibilities to the
blind and visually impaired public, by waiting until the last minute to try
and defeat the pending requirement for DVS (descriptive video service) to be
provided to the public. It is absolutely apalling to think that the
monopolistic megacorporations who now dominate the broadcast and movie
industries spend billions each year on acquiring every broadcast and film
property in the globe, yet balk at spending a mere fraction of that in order
(0 serve this growing segment of society.

It has long been a known fact that broadcasters in particular do as little
as is required of them in serving the public interest, since their main
focus is making money - lots of it. Therefore, rules need to be put into
place to ensure that the blind and visually impaired won't be left "out of
the loop" in this technology, nor would they have to suffer through any
movie or show that is more "visual" than anything.

It is bad enough that often times TV commercials say "call the number on
your screen now" which does a blind person no good. But to deny us video
description of a favorite program is giving us unfair and unequal treatment

Therefore, I urge you to see through the "pity poor us" broadcasters'
attitude and keep descriptive video alive. If broadcasting and films are
truly for the public, then they must also be for blind and visually impaired
people.

Sincerely,

Bill Powers
204 E. Joppa Road, #1116
Towson, MD 21286-3120
powersradiQ@comc<l~Lnet
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Lolly Lijewski" <Iollyl@mcil-mn.org>
<lnto@ACB.org>
\l\ednesday, February 27, 20022:30 PM
Lolly Lijewski.vct
I support descriptive video

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20554.

February 27, 2002

Dear Mr. Katon:

I am writing in reference to MM Docket no. 99-339. This docket concerns the ruling of the
FCC with respect to the open air spectrum and cable networks providing video description for
blind and visually impaired consumers.

I am the Advocacy Manager at The Metropolitan Center For independent Living, (MCIL) in
Saint Paul Minnesota. Our Center serves people with all types of disabilities and of all ages.

Historically, blind and visually impaired individuals have been denied full access to television
programming because the technology didn't exist to permit them access to things like facial
expressions, a description of action in a particular scene, a description of the setting the show
takes place in, and any number of other examples.

Then when the technology was created, it didn't seem important enough to change a whole
industry for a small segment of the population.

Now, the technology is available and fully developed, and the FCC's ruling did indeed support
the right to access for all blind or visually impaired people in the United States of America to
television programming including descriptive video. MCIL applauds the FCC for its foresight in
making such a ruling.

The industry has had ample time to comply, yet it is asking for an extension or release from
this ruling.

People who are blind and visually impaired have waited long enough for this type of access,
and now that the technology exists, there is no reason to deny them their right to access to
television programming which includes descriptive video.

Large industries such as the television and movie industries do not like enforced change
and/or regulation. They have not however, to this time moved on their own to provide
descriptive video services for their customers who are blind or visually impaired. Without
governmental pressure to do so, it's highly unlikely that they will follow through of their own
velision.

Personally, as a blind consumer of television and movies, I find that descriptive video gives
me a much fuller picture of what's happening in a program or movie. It enriches the
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experience, and makes the thing I'm watching come alive in a way watching a program
without Descriptive Video Service cannot. It fills in the gaps, primes my imagination, and
provides information I would not otherwise be able to access.

I strongly urge you to enforce the ruling, including the deadline set out for compliance.

Our blind and visually impaired consumers look forward to being able to fully enjoy, for the first
time in April 2002, television programming in its entirety.

Sincerely,

Lolly Lijewski, Manager
Advocacy Department
The Metropolitan Center For Independent Living
1600 University Avenue lIVest
Suite 16
Saint Paul Minnesota 55104-3825
(651) 603-2022, Voice
(651) 603-2006, Fax
(651) 603-2001, TIY
lollyl@mcil,mn.org

2/27/02



Barbara Vodapivc

Page 1 ot I

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<RUSSEHRLER@aol.com>
<lnfo@ACB>
Wednesday, February 27, 2002 10:02 AM
I support video description

1"0 whom it may concern;

1am appalled at the actions of certain special interest groups in an effort
to avoid the mandated diectives for providing video description to the
visualy handicapped. I urge the FCC to consider these actions for what they
are. obstructions to meeting reasonable and specific required deadlines for
imolementation. and to proceed without delay in enforcing these regulations.

Rus Ehrler

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
SUbject:

<RUSSEHRLER@aol.com>
<lnfo@acb.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 2002 146 PM
Anooo 11 eml
Fwd: I support video description
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"KILOF LEGGE" <hotkilof@hotmail.com>
</nfo@ACB.org>
Wednesday, February 27,20025:06 PM
MM Docket #99-399

I NEED VIDEO DESCRIPTION
I am a hard working, tax paying U. S. citizen with low vision. I have the
right to equal access to the main-stream media. To be a fully
participating, fully responsible citizen this is more than a right, such
access is a NECESSITY. How dare some of America's richest companies hem and
haw in fulfilling their end of the Social Contract? Don't be fooled. Do
the rught thing' Thanks

Christopher Legge
326 4th St. S.E.
Washington, DC20003
(202)546-7508

Send and receive Hotmail on your mobile device: http:/bnobill;'.msn.cQJl1

2/28/02
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Page I ot I

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

I really do...

"Thomas Langham" <langhto@dhfs.state.wLus>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 20024:52 PM
I support video Description

Tom Langham

2/28/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

<Ellywaters@aol.com>
<Info@acb.org>
IJ\ednesday, February 27, 20024:20 PM
AIT00093emi
I support video description

1 strongly object to the idea of a delay in implementing regulations. I have
ARMD and have been looking forward to wider use of audio descriptions. Thank
you.

Elinor Waters, 4701 Willard Ave #1403, Chevy Chase, MD 20815. Phone: (301)
654-5304; Fax: (301) 654-0240.

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Brashi, Amy J." <amy.brashi@wcbvLk12.wLus>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
\l\ednesday, February 27, 20024:13 PM
FW I support video description

> -----Original Message----
> From: Brashi, Amy J.
> Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 3:13 PM
> To: 'thergert@badgerassoc.org'
> Subject: I support video description
>
> Secretary ofthe FCC,
>

I'm writing to object to the request of
> movie, cable, and broadcast industry to get off the hook for MM docket
> number 99-339. Everyone deserves respect and equal rights.

> Thank you for your time,
>

Amy Brashi, COTA

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Michael Underhill" <deliver@hpnc.com>
<info@acb.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 20024:17 PM
J support Video Description

Michael Underhill
11316 Amber's CT
Venus, TX 76084

the National Association of Broadcasters, the National Cable
Telecommunications Association and the Motion Picture Association of America
are utilizing the public air waves to earn profits, and consequently have a
responsibility to serve the public as a whole, not just those they choose to
serve. I hope the FCC continues to do the right thing! I am looking
forward to the availability of video description in April. Thank you for
your consideration.
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From;
To;
Sent:
Subject:

"Russell Schermer" <schermer@concentric.net>
<lnfo@acb.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 6:12 PM
I support video discription

I am writing in response to the recent news that some of the
big organizations within the broadcast industry are trying to stop
mandatory audio discription for the blind. As someone who is totally
blind and has had the pleasure of enjoying movies on the Turner Classic
Movies channel as well as PBS programming, and some video movies I feel
that this service is necessary for the enjoyment of television
programming. With the proliferation of commercials that don't contain
any kind of audio identification as to what product is being sold, and
commercials which tell the viewer to call the number on the screen it
has become increasingly difficult to follow a large portion of
advertising and some of the emergency messages that flash at the bottom
of the screen. This dos not even include the programs I have lost
interest in because they were too hard to follow due to lack of
dialogue and long periods of silence. I hope the FCC will do the right
thing and require the major broadcast networks to provide audio
discriptions. Audio discription for the blind is just as important as
closed captioning is for the deaf. I hope you will consider these
comments in your decision.
Sincerely. Russell Schermer
418 W. 11TH Ave.,
Chico Ca. 95926
e-mail scherl1Jer@coI1~_entric.llet
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Joe wallace" <joewallace@e-realpro.com>
<info@acb.org>
IJ\k:dnesday, February 27, 2002 3:39 PM
we support descriptive video

As a blind person, my wife Virginia and i want descriptive video to continue. IJ\k: want the Industries involved to
comply with the FCC request and proceed as a responsible and caring group.

Joseph and Virginia wallace,,635 Caley Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 (610) 265-8741

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Patrick Burke" <burke@ucla.edu>
<info@acb.org>
IJ'I.ednesday, February 27, 2002 2:57 PM
I Support Video Description

I support the FCC in not retreating from their video description order. I
need video description implemented on schedule in April.

Patrick Burke
Los Angeles, California

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent;
Subject:

Dear Sirs:

"Arlene Cohen" <arlene@en.com>
<info@ACB.org>
VVednesday, February 27, 20023:07 PM
I support video description

I am blind and am a television watcher. There are many programs that I
watch that are difficult for me to understand and are not as entertaining as
they could be because the action, gestures, facial expressions, etc. are
not described. Video description will enhance my understanding and
enjoyment of what ever program I am watching.

I would hope that you would stand behind the video description rule (MM
docket number 99-339) and its original schedule. We have been waiting along
time for this ruling to be implemented. Please don't make us wait longer.

Thank you for supporting video description,

Arlene Cohen
President, ACB Ohio

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Tony Thurman" <tthurman@mvtel.net>
<info@acb.org>
IJIkdnesday, February 27, 2002 2:51 PM
I support video description

I support the FCC in not
retreating from their video description order. I need video description
implemented on schedule in April.

Descriptive video is long past due.

Tony Thurman
Attorney at Law
tthurman@mvtel.net

2/27/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"matt brown" <boilinspuds@hotmail.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 20026:07 PM
"I support Video Description"

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99339.

Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing to you in support of Descriptive Video Services and vehemently
object to the request of the movie, cable, and broadcast industry to stay
the implementation of DVS on April I, 2002.

I t is a great shame to the entertainment industry to deny the blind and
visually impaired community this right, given that the industry prides
itself as being socially responsible to the public. Blind and
visually impaired people all over the country have waited since the issuance
of the order to finally have access to television programming. By taking
that away from them, the networks send the
message that they are apathetic to the needs of the blind, thus further
contributing to decades of discrimination towards this community.

I wholeheartedly support the FCC's DVS order, and hope that you will not
back down and allow the entertainment industry to manipulate the legal
system in its favor once again.

Sincerely,

Matt Brown
15912 E. Palomino Blvd.
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268

Join the world's largest e-mail service with MSN Hotmail.
http://www.hotmaiLGom
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"danita" <danita@milwpc.com>
</nfo@ACB.org>
Wednesday, February 27, 20025:47 PM
I support Descriptive Video Services

Concerning docket 99-339: I am writing to protest the blocking of
Descriptive Video Services by the FCC and the movie, television and Cable
industries. If the individuals responsible take one moment to put
themselves in the shoes of visually impaired viewers, they would understand
our dilemma. The ability to know what is happening while listening to the
movie, television or cable program can make all the difference to many
sight impaired individuals. Along with the sighted world, we spend.our
money too. It would be a shame to see our access denied by "short sighted"
individuals.
For more comments, my address is 1239 East Singer Circle, Apt. 5,
Milwaukee, WI 53212.

2/28/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Chet Avery" <savery@erols.com>
<info@acb.org>
W9dnesday, February 27, 20026:02 PM
srumberg@weta.com.vcf; Dvs.acb
I Support Video Description

CHET AND SABRA AVERY
16 East Linden Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22301
Tel. 703-549-4617
Fax 703-549-3532

Email s<:lvery@~Q1§.com
February 27, 2002

Charles Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C 20554

Dear Mr.Caton,

As a blind citizen desiring the same level of access to television members
of my family and sighted citizens have, I am writing in
reference to MM Docket No. 99-339 in opposition to the last
minute court stay requested by the National Association of
Broadcasters, the Motion Picture Association of America, and the
National Cable Telecommunications Association to delay the
implementation of video description that is scheduled to begin on
April 1, 2002. As a purchaser of television sets, as a purchaser
of products that pay for the advertisements that occur on tv as a
subscriber to cable television services and as a tax payer, I
strongly feel that I am entitled to receive video described
programs on television that will allow me to more fully
understand what is transpiring on television while relieving
members of my family or friends from the obligation of telling me
what they are seeing on the television program before us.
Millions of blind and visually impaired persons like myself
fought for this reasonable accommodation that should begin on
April 1 to gain access to television that others with sight take
so much for granted. Like persons who are deaf and people who
speak Spanish, persons with vision loss want to access
television programs that are a critical part of our mass culture.
As you know, the Federal Communications Commission went through a
thoughtful, deliberate and lengthy process that led to the
decision and regulation to begin video description on a limited
basis on April 1. The National Association of Broadcasters, the
Motion Picture Association of America, and the National Cable
Telecommunications Association were a part of that process and
there reasons for opposing video description have not
substantially changed from the early days when the issue of video
description was brought before the federal Communications
Commission. It is baffling to me to see these three powerful
organizations, which claim to be established to provide the best
possible quality service to the public while representing their
membership can so cavalierly dismiss providing services to
millions of Visually impaired citizen customers on the grounds
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they do. The method of developing and providing video
description is well understood and has been tested over time as
a procedure that is not costly in terms of the overall cost of
the program. If these three organizations diverted the resources
they are using to oppose video description to the provision of
these services blind citizens and tv consumers would have many
more video described programs than are being proposed to begin on
april 1.
Knowing that the federal Communications Commission is an agency
with a mandate to represent the public interest, , I and millions
of other Americans with visual loss hope that you will affirm the
fact that we are a part of the public you serve and along with
our families and friends support the decision that you so
carefully crafted to implement the limited introduction of video
description on April 1. If you pay attention to the fine work
your agency has done in the past and honor the federal
Communications Commission's mission to carry out the public
interest, you will have no choice but to oppose this attempt to
stay, and to delay the introduction of video description. The
three organizations behind this legal maneuver have already
made their narrow self serving positions known during the
regulation development process. History is on the side of
video description as it is integrally a part of television
programming in Britain, Canada as well as other countries and in
spite of the efforts of the three organizations behind this
court action, in the United States as well.

I hope that you will not tarnish the work of the
Federal Communications Commission by not opposing this legal
action to stay the implementation of video description on April
1

Sincerely,

Chet Avery

cc Charles Crawford 0
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

Dear FCC,

"otis blue" <blindman@milwpc.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
\l\Aednesday, February 27, 2002 6:22 PM
I Support Video Description
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