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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:

"klovern" <klovern@rev.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 8:18 AM

I support Descriptive Video.

Descriptive Video is necessary for Blind people to be equally able to enjoy Intertainment although they have been
short changed for many years, it is now time to set things straight. Millions of Americans that are blind deserve to
be recognized by our Elected Representives and the Courts of our land. \file should be entitled to information and
treatment that is equal to others. Our Population continues to grow as the Baby Boomers grow older. Help us to
get equal treatment and due process under the Laws of Our Land .. Ken Lovern Roanoke, Virginia.
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Edna Freeman" <efreeman@charter.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 5:44 PM
I supppport video
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Barbara Vodapivc

rug!: 1 01 1

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

<Mike.VVlgle@cincyblind.org>
<info@acb.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 8:18 AM
I support video description

Michael Wigle
Computer Access Specialist
Cincinnati Association for the Blind
Phone: (513) 221-8558 Ext. 243
Direct Line: (513) 487-4243
Fax: (513) 221-2995
E-Mail: Mike.Wigle@cincyblind.org
Web: http://www.cin>:xblind.org
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Page I ot 2

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Ann Parsons" <akp@eznet.net>
<info@acb.org>
Tuesday. February 26. 2002 7:57 AM
I support descriptive video.

To whom it may concern,

I would like to take a minute of your time to express my outrage at
the actions of the movie and TV industries in the matter of delaying
the implementation of the descriptive video clauses in the latest laws
having to do with TV broadcasting. I find this attitude puzzling,
since the TV industry already incorporates captioning into most news
and television shows. Here is why descriptive video is important to
me as a person who is blind.

First of all, having audio confirmation ofmessages on the TV screen
would be of benefit to many, not just the blind. It would allow
people to hear important announcements even if they weren't looking at
the TV screen.

Second, I enjoy movies that are audio described because I can now
understand a good deal of action and gestures which were unexplained.
Many movies were closed to me as a blind person unless I had someone
sitting next to me and telling me what was going on. For example,
when I rented the DVS copy of "The Wizard Of Oz", I discovered that
the farm scenes in Kansas were done in black and white, while the
scenes in Oz were in color. this is an integral part of the film's
message, and I missed it until I saw the DVS copy. I also watched
"Lassie Come Home". In that film there are long stretches of musical
background while Lassie is making her journey south from Scotland to
Yorkshire. While I watched the DVS copy, I was able to understand
where the dog was going, what was happening to her and why. I enjoyed
my movie experience thoroughly.

Thirdly, if all television programming, or at least some of it, had
audio descriptions, I might be more willing to watch TV. I live
alone. My cat watches the TV, but he isn't very communicative about
what he sees. I can understand the rudiments ofCat, but subtleties
escape me.

Finally, I would just like to say that audio description is a way to
give information to those who can not see. With the increasing
elderly population, audio description is going to become more needed.
the elderly are a prime share of the market when it comes to consumer
goods. Advertisers who advertise on shows that have audio description
have a good chance of making more sales. Audio description makes
sense, morally, and practically. As someone said concerning the
accessibility of the worldwide Web, "not only is it the law, but it is
the right thing to do."
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Ann K. Parsons
email: ;lkp@eznet.netICQ Number: 33006854
WEB SITE: http://home,!;'znet.nl';):!-akp
"All that is gold does not glitter. Not all those who wander are lost." JRRT
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<ekorzon@email.arizona.edu>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 2:53 AM
I support video description

Secretary ofthe FCC:

My name is Evan Korzon, and one of my best friends is blind. I do not agree
with the media industries' plea to not support descriptive video services,
specifically the recent MM docket (number 99-339).

They should embrace the blind audience rather than leave them hanging,

Thankyou.
Evan Korzon
2550 W. Ironwood Hill Dr. #1033
Tucson, AZ
85745
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From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
SUbject:

Frank Welte

" Frank Welte" <fwelte@sbcglobal.net>
<info@acb.org>
<acb-I@acb.org>; <ccb-I@yahoogroups.com>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 1:43 AM
I Support video Description

1432 San Carlos Ave. #6

San Carlos, CA 94070-2205

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20554

Monday, February 25, 2002

Secretary Caton,

I am writing you with regard to the FCC rules on video description, MM
docket nwnber 99-339. I request that the FCC press ahead with plans to
implement rules requiring broadcasters to provide video descriptions of
television broadcasts commencing in April, 2002. Hearing-impaired Americans
have enjoyed equal access to television via closed caption services for a
generation without imposing an undue burden on television producers or
broadcasters. The proposed description requirements are minimal as compared
to those for closed captioning, so they should present even less of a burden
on the television industry than that which is incident to the provision of
captioning services.
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The last-minute legal maneuvering of the cable, broadcast, and motion
picture industry associations to get a suspension of the FCC rules lacks
merit. The issues regarding video description were fully aired during the
rule-making process, and the television industry has been given ample time
to prepare to meet the modest level of described video programming mandated
in the FCC rules. Blind television viewers have been kept in the dark long
enough.

Sincerely

Frank Welte
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Barbara Vodapivc

rage I or I

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Lorn Taylo~' <Iornt@provail.org>
<info@acb.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 8:13 AM
video description

I support video description

Lorri Taylor
Co-Director of Finance
PROVAIL
206-826- I071
206-826-1171 (fax)
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Barbara Vodapivc---'----------------------
From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Claire A. Murray" <clamo88@hotmail.com>
<info@acb.org>
Tuesday. February 26, 2002 8:56 AM
leiter to fcc re video description.doc
I support video description

ML William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339

Dear ML Caton,

I am appalled to hear that the National Association of Broadcasters, the
National Cable Telecommunications Association, and the Motion Picture
Association of America have filed a petition to delay implementation of the
video description rule. Many people have worked long and hard for this
service, which puts the broadcast industry's programs on an equal platform
for millions of blind and visually impaired viewers. To allow a delay, when
they have had more than sufficient time to prepare, is tantamount to
excusing them from doing it at all!

It is also disheartening that blind and visually impaired viewers have had
to wait so long in the first place. Why is it that every television in a
public place (airports, cafeterias, etc.) have closed-captioning on so that
viewers can read the dialogue in the noisy environment? Why is it that
every television made after a certain date has the closed captioning chip
built in? It's because the industry had to do it, not because they wanted
to. Video description is no different, and not doing so is a form of
discrimination against people who are blind or visually impaired.

Please exercise your power to preserve the rights of viewers who are
visually impaired or blind and say NO to this extension. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Claire A. Murray, M.Ed.
Senior Lecturer, Northeastern University
Director of Community Computing, Newland Media Education Center

Claire A. Murray, M.Ed., Sr. Lecturer, Northeastern University
Newland Media Education Center (bttp://newlandmedia.homestead.com)
Cyber Cafe @ Malden Square (http://maldensquare.com)
"The best way out is always through." Robert Frost
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Claire A. Murray
57 Glen Street
Malden, MA 02148

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339

Dear Mr. Caton,

clam088@hotrnail.com

1am appalled to hear that the National Association ofBroadcasters, the
National Cable Telecommunications Association, and the Motion Picture
Association of America have filed a petition to delay implementation of
the video description rule. Many people have worked long and hard for
this service, which puts the broadcast industry's programs on an equal
platform for millions ofblind and visually impaired viewers. To allow a
delay, when they have had more than sufficient time to prepare, is
tantamount to excusing them from doing it at all!

It is also disheartening that blind and visually impaired viewers have had
to wait so long in the first place. Why is it that every television in a public
place (airports, cafeterias, etc.) has closed-captioning on so that viewers
can read the dialogue in the noisy environment? Why is it that every
television made after a certain date has the closed captioning chip built in?
It's because the industry had to do it, not because they wanted to. Video
description is no different, and not doing so is a form of discrimination
against people who are blind or visually impaired.

Please exercise your power to preserve the rights ofviewers who are
visually impaired or blind and say NO to this extension. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Claire A. Murray, M.Ed.
Senior Lecturer, Northeastern University
Director ofCommunity Computing, Newland Media Education Center
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Barbara Vodap_iv_c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<Sharkent@aol.com>
<info@acb.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 6:09 PM
I support video description

As a blind American living in a culture so strongly influenced by the
vast amounts of information and powerful images of film and television, I
vehemently support the creation of more video description. Without it, I
along with many others including older Americans suffering vision loss are
left on the outside trying to look in with no hope of getting a clear view of
what the rest of society takes for granted. The cost of video description is
low when compared to the benefits derived by those who need and -desire this

essential aspect of feeling connected to our 21 st century way oflife.
Sheila Styron
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Barbara VodaP.iv.cL.- _

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Subject:

"kim m venable" <rsva@juno.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
<CCrawford@ACB.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 5:50 PM
I Support video descripition

2/2~/02
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Barbara Vodap..iv..c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"florence" <florence@usol.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 7:55 AM
I am in favor of having discriptive video as soon as possible

I would like descriptive video NOW.

2/26/02



Barbara Vodapivc

rage 1 or 1

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Allan Brenner" <abrenner@earlebaum.org>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 9:28 AM
J support video description

To:Secretary of the FCC

Allan Brenner
4539 Occidental Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

I object to the request of the movie, cable, and broadcast industry to
their asking to overturn the decision to provide descriptive to the blind and visually impaired.

M docket number 99-339.
Allan Brenner
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From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
Subject:

"Steve Bauer" <stevebauer@kscable.com>
<info@acb.org>
"charles crawford" <ccrawford@acb.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 5:49 PM
I Support Video Description

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339.

I am writing to express my opposition to extending the
implementation date for "Descriptive Video Service." I encourage
the FCC to honor its commitment and demand that the media start
broadcasting DVS on schedule. Try watching television sometime
with a blindfold on and you will quickly realize why descriptive
video is so important. Imagine the fear you would have to hear an
alert sounder for severe weather or other civil emergencies only to
have no clue as to what the bulletin is about that is being
scrolled across the screen. People who oppose providing services
to assist persons with a disability have never had to face what it
is like to live with a disability. Remember that disability is the
one minority that you can join on a moments notice. Try and put
yourself in our shoes and you will quickly realize it is imperative
that descriptive video services be implemented as scheduled.

Thank you for your assistance.

Steve a. bauer
3908 w. 18th St. N.
Wichita, Kansas 67203
Phone: (316) 383-1144
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Barbara Vodapivc
-~----------------------

From:
To:
Cc:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Fernando H. F. Botelho" <FBotelho@TABlnc.org>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
"Charles Madsen" <Charliem@Freedomscientific.com>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 9:44 AM
I support video description

To: Mr. William Caton, Secretary, FCC.

Date: February 26, 2002.

From: Fernando Botelho, 800 Greenwood Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11218.

Re: docket number 99-339

The National Association of Broadcasters, the National Cable
Telecommunications Association and the Motion Picture Association ofAmerica
have filed a petition late last Friday at the FCC to stay the implementation
of the video description rule; this is unacceptable.

This request is being made just one month before compliance is required from
the industry, well into the period the industry was given as an extension to
do the right thing, and at the eleventh hour just before blind and visually
impaired people all over this nation start to finally have access to
television programming.

Access to information and political discourse including that which is
broadcast on TV is central to civic participation and full citizenship in
the United States of America. Please do the right thing and deny the
multi-billion-dollar industry the request to postpone compliance with video
description.

Thank you,

2/26/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Sue Merce~' <Sue_Mercer@notes.ntrs.com>
<Info@acb.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 9:59 AM
I support Video Description

Suzanne Mercer
485 A3 Duane Terrace
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

February 26, 2002

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Re: MM Docket No. 99-339

This letter is to request that the FCC implement the video description
service for network and cable television programming for blind and visually
impaired persons. It is essential that these persons have the same TV
viewing access that persons with normal vision have. This service will
enable them to be more informed on current events and to enjoy recreational
viewing more fully. It is hard for people who are blind/visually impaired
to "watch" TV and only hear the sound. Video description would give them a
broader understanding of what is going on in the program and add more
quality to their lives.

Since the implementation of the American with Disabilities Act, disabled
people now have more freedom to move about and work in our society. I hope
you will join in and help us to gain TV viewing "freedom." Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Mercer

2/26/02
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Barbara Vodap_iv_c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Lorri Capella" <mizlorri67@yahoo.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, February 26, 2002 9:25 AM
I support video description!!!

Please - it so is valuable!!!

Do You Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Sports - Coverage of the 2002 Olympic Games
http://::;ports.yahoo.com

2/26/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From: "renny" <rennygr@earthlink.net>
To: <lnfo@ACB.org>
Cc: "charlie crawford" <ccrawford@acb.org>; "Alan Clive" <alan.clive@verizon.net>; "sian berman"

<sb2001@bellatlantic.net>; "judy rasmussen" <judyras@tidalwave.net>; "cody pfanstiehl"
<the.pfans@erols.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 26, 2002 12:58 AM
Subject: I support video description

Reynold Greenstone
P.O. Box 213
Brookeville MD 29833

February 25,2002

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339

Dear Sir: I found it very disturbing that the National
Association of
Broadcasters, the National Cable
Telecommunications Association
and the Motion Picture Association of America
have filed a

2/26/02
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petition as of late last Friday at the FCC to stay the
implementation
of the video description rule until after the court
appeal is
decided.

My interest in this matter comes as a result of my
many contacts with the blind and visually impaired.
As a volunteer I spend a great deal of time
providing audio descriptions of live theatre
productions so that those with poor or no vision can
learn what is happening in the course of a play and
get much of the enjoyment otherwise denied to
them that is felt by sighted people in the audience.

While the service I and other volunteers render is
only available to a limited number of visually
impaired people attending a live theatrical
production, clearly the video description rule will
make available similar access to a vastly greater
audience. Please see to it that there is no further
delay in implementation of the much-needed much
awaited video description rule.

2/26/02
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Reynold Greenstone

301 7749270

>Reynold (Renny) Greenstone (now retired and operating from home in historic
>Brookeville, ""'capital of the United States for one day"'"
>although still affiliated ["temporary on-call" with Raytheon ITSSJ).

>
>P.O. Box 213
>Brookeville MD 20833
>
>301-774-9270
>
>
>**********************************.****************************************
>
>"All things began in order, so shall they end, and so shall they
>begin again; according to the ordainer of order and mystical
>mathematics of the city of heaven. "--Sir Thomas Browne, 1658
>
>
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Barbara vodap_iv_c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Solomon Mekonnen" <solomoon@gte.net>
<info@acb.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 9:56 PM
I support video description.

2/26/02
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Barbara Vodap_iv_c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"seOD ALEXANDER" <seOD.ALEXANDER@morningstar.com>
<announce@acb.org>; <info@acb.org>
Monday, February 25, 2002 5:11 PM
I support video description

I believe that the decision to include video description should be enforced. This is a diverse nation and a
nation that celebrates diversity. Our cultures are communicated through many different kinds of media.
To say that because a person is blind, he should only get his information about the world from radio or
to say that a deaf person should only get his information from TV is wrong, All media needs to be
accessible. To say that a blind person should only get his information from radio reminds me a similar
law that was eliminated in the late 1950s. It stated that all schools were equal but they should stay
seperate because black people were best taught alone. It is not American to enforce"seperate but equal"
accessibility on media. The stuff that communicates our free/diverse/and integrated culture and values.

-----Original Message-----
From: Charles Crawford [mailto:ccrawford@acb.org]
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2002 3:12 PM
To: Announce@ACB.org
Subject: Urgent Video description alert.

ACB Action Alert!

Descriptive video under attack.

February 25, 2002

ACB learned this morning that the National Association of
Broadcasters, the National Cable Telecommunications Association
and the Motion Picture Association of America have filed a
petition late last Friday at the FCC to stay the implementation
of the video description rule until after the court appeal is
decided. This request is being made just one month before
compliance is required from the industry, well into the period
the industry was given as an extension to do the right thing, and
at the eleventh hour just before blind and visually impaired
people all over this nation have waited since the issuance of the
order to finally have access to television programming. ACB and
our friends are outraged at this offensive action on the part of
an industry that argues itself to be so-called socially
responsible.

ACB asks all our members and friends to send electronic mail
to Info@ACB.org with the subject line of "I support video
description" and we will print the letter and pass it along to
the Federal Communications Commission to let them know we support
them in not retreating from their order and we need video
description to be implemented on schedule in April.
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It is urgent that everyone write since the industry has the
money but we have the rights to access. Please write to the
Secretary of the FCC given below, give your name and address, why
you support the requirement that industry start broadcasting DVS
on schedule and reference MM docket number 99-339. Feel free to
let the FCC know what you think about the movie, cable, and
television industry efforts to deny us our ability to access
information available to everyone else who can see the
television.

We can and will win this battle, but we need everyone to
send in the email to us. Those who wish to send letters can do
so to the address below and we ask that you send a copy to me
(Charles Crawford) at the National Office so we can meet our
legal requirement to make sure the other side gets notice that
people object to their request. After all, even though the
industry has the right to receive copies objecting to their
request, maybe they ought to have to read all the mail we are
forced to generate in order to give them a real sense that they
are trying to deny real people with something we have fought hard
to get.

Remember to send your email to Info@ACI;torg with the subject
line of "I support video description" and to address it to the
Secretary of the FCC with your name and address, your objection
to the request of the movie, cable, and broadcast industry to
their asking to get off the hook, and be sure to reference MM
docket number 99-339. Ifyou write a regular letter, then send
it to the address below with the information 1just mentioned and
send a copy to me at the National Office.

Charles Crawford, Executive Director
American Council of the Blind
1155 15th Street, NW, Suite 1004
Washington, DC 20005

Thanks and let's show the industry they can't just write off
blind folks like we don't have the same rights as anyone else.

Here is the name and address of the FCC Secretary.

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339.

Because copies of each letter must also be sent to the
opposition, we suggest that folks address your letters to the FCC
Secretary but be sure to send me a copy of the original either by
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email or in regular letters and there is nothing more that I
would like then to bury them in an avalanche of support for video
description!

~----~----
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