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Re: Amendment ofSection 73.622(b), Table of
Allotments, Digital Television Broadcast Stations,
(Ashland, Kentucky)

Dear Mr. Caton:

Transmitted herewith on behalfof Grant Telecasting, Inc. are an original and
four copies of an "Amendment to Petition for Rulemaking." This amended rulemaking
petition is being filed pursuant to the Report and Order in GN Docket No. 01-74,
Reallocation and Service Rules for the 698-746 MHz Spectrum Band (Television Channels
52-59), FCC 01-364 (released January 18,2002).

Should any questions arise concerning this matter, please communicate direcdy
with the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN
&OSHINSKY LLP

/~~df:A
Andrew S. Kersting
Counsel for
Grant Telecasting, Inc.

Enclosure
cc: Certificate ofService (wi encl.) (by hand)
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OFFicE OF TIlE~-...wIn the Matter of

Amendment of Section 73.622(b),
Table of Allotments,
Digital Television Broadcast Stations,
(Ashland, Kentucky)

To: Chief, Video Services Division

AMENDMENT TO PETITION FOR RULEMAKING

Grant Telecasting, Inc. ("Grant"), by counsel, and pursuant to the Report and Order

in GN Docket No. 01-74, Reallocation and Service Rulesfor the 698-746 MHz Spectrum Band

(Television Channels 52-59), FCC 01-364 (released January 18,2002) ("Report and Order"),!

hereby amends its pending rulemaking petition seeking the allotment of NTSC Channel 55 at

Ashland, Kentucky, to request that the Commission substitute DTV Channel 51 for the existing

Channel 50 allotment at Ashland, Kentucky. Accordingly, Grant requests that the Commission

institute a rulemaking proceeding for the purpose of amending Section 73.622(b) of the

Commission's rules as follows:

Channel No.

Present Proposed

Ashland, Kentucky 26c,44 26c, 44, 51

In support of this amended petition, the following is stated:

See also Public Notice, Mass Media Bureau Announces Window Filing Opportunity for
Certain Pending Requests for New NTSC Television Stations on Channels 52-59, DA 02-270
(released February 6, 2002) ("Amendment Filing Notice").
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t. Background.

On July 23, 1996, Grant filed an application for a new analog television station to

operate on Channel 50 at Ashland, Kentucky (File No. BPCT-19960723KX). However, as a

result of the DTV Table of Allotments, the proposed Channel 50 facility at Ashland would have

caused interference to the following DTV stations: DTV Channel 46 at Chillicothe, Ohio; DTV

Channel 50 at Dayton, Ohio; DTV Channel 54 at Huntington, West Virginia; and DTV Channel

50 at Oak Hill, West Virginia. See Grant's Petition for Rulemaking filed July 17, 2000 at 2.

On November 22, 1999, the Commission released a Public Notice, 14 FCC Rcd

19559 (1999) ("Mass Media Announces Window Filing Opportunity for Certain Pending

Applications and Allotment Petitions for New Analog TV Stations") ("Window Filing Notice"),2

which, inter alia, provided applicants with pending NTSC proposals an opportunity to modify

their proposals to eliminate technical conflicts with DTV stations and/or move from channels 60-

69. In response to the Window Filing Notice, Grant filed a timely Petition for Rulemaking on

July 17, 2000,3 seeking to substitute Channel 55 for the existing Channel 50 allotment at

Ashland. Grant's rulemaking petition has remained pending at the Commission for over a year

and a half.

On January 18, 2002, the Commission released the above-referenced Report and

Order in the Channel 52-59 rulemaking proceeding in which it determined that it no longer

would authorize new analog stations on channels 52-59. The Commission announced, however,

that it would provide those parties with pending NTSC applications for channels 52-59 a 45-day

window opportunity in which to amend their pending proposal to either seek an analog or digital

2 On March 9,2000, the Commission extended the window filing period until July 15,
2000. See Public Notice, 15 FCC Rcd 4974 ("Window Filing Opportunity For Certain Pending
Applications and Allotment Petitions For New Analog TV Stations Extended to July 15, 2000").

3 The window filing period closed on Monday, July 17, 2000.

2
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channel inside the core (i.e., channels 2-51), or propose a digital service on channels 52-58.

Report and Order at 'lI45.4 Grant is submitting this amended petition pursuant to the 45-day

filing opportunity established in the Report and Order (see !d. at 'lI191) to propose a digital

operation on Channel 51 because (i) there are no analog channels available inside the core, and

(ii) the Commission no longer will authorize new analog stations on channels 52-58.

II. Amended Technical Proposal.

As stated above, Grant requests that Section 73.622(b) of the Commission's rules be

amended to substitute DTV Channel 51 for the existing Channel 50 analog allotment at Ashland.

As reflected in the attached engineering statement, the proposed DTV Channel 51 facility would

operate with 100 kW ERP using a directional antenna. The proposed radiation center above

mean sea level is 614 meters. The proposed digital facility will provide the requisite signal

coverage to the entire community of Ashland. See attached Engineering Statement.

The proposed allotment of DTV Channel 51 at Ashland is fully spaced to all NTSC

and DTV stations with the exception of Station WSFJ-TV, NTSC Channel 51, Newark, New

Jersey. Nevertheless, as demonstrated in the attached engineering statement, the proposed

Channel 51 DTV facility at Ashland would not cause any interference to Station WSFJ-TV.

In light of the above, Grant requests that the Commission amend the DTV Table of

Allotments by allotting DTV Channel 51 to Ashland, Kentucky. In the event Channel 51 is

allotted to Ashland, Grant will amend its pending application in accordance with the Report and

Order issued in this proceeding to propose operation on the new digital channel, and modify its

technical proposal as necessary so that the proposed digital facility will not cause harmful

interference to any other television station. In the event its application is granted, Grant will

promptly construct and operate the new DTV station at Ashland.

4 See also Amendment Window Notice at 1.
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WHEREFORE, in light of the foregoing, Grant Telecasting, Inc. respectfully requests

that the Commission issue a Notice of Proposed Rule Making proposing the allotment of DTV

Channel 51 to Ashland, Kentucky.

Respectfully submitted,

Dickstein Shapiro Morin & Oshinsky LLP
2101 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037-1526
(202) 785-9700

Attorneys for

GRANT TELECASTING, INC.

BY:~~~
Andrew S. Ker?ting

March 8, 2002

4
1418224 v1; %#B401!.DOC



WES Broadcast Consultants.

DECLARATION

I, Pete E Myrl Warren, III, declare and state that I am a Certified Broadcast Engineer,
by the National Association of Radio and Television Engineers, and my
qualifications are a matter of record with the Federal Communications Commission,
and that I am an engineer in the firm of WES Broadcast Consultants and that the firm
has been retained to prepare an engineering statement on behalf of Grant Telecasting
Inc..

All facts contained herein are true to my knowledge except where stated to be on
information or belief, and as to those facts, I believe them to be true. All Exhibits
were prepared by me or under my supervision. I declare under penalty of perjury
that the foregoing is true and correct.

~e=:ez?
~Ydwarren.m

Executed on the 6th day of March 2002



Engineering Statement
Ashland, Kentucky

DTV Channel 51
Amendment to Proposed Rulemaking

By WES Broadcast Consultants

The proponent, Grant Telecasting, Inc., currently has an application and related
rulemaking petition pending before the Commission which seek the allotment ofNTSC Channel
55 at Ashland, Kentucky. This engineering statement is provided in support of an amendment to
that proposal to seek the allotment ofDTV Channel 51 at Ashland.

The proposed allotment reference coordinates are:

North Latitude: 38 - 30 - 21
West Longitude: 82 - 12 - 33

The proposed Channel 51 DTV facility would operate with 100 kW ERP using a D
directional antenna pattern with its orientation shown in the attached Exhibit ANT-I. The
proposed radiation center above mean sea level is 614 meters. The proposed Channel 51 DTV
facility would provide the requisite signal coverage to the entire community of Ashland.

The proposed allotment ofDTV Channel 51 at Ashland is fully spaced to all NTSC
and DTV stations with the exception of Station WSFJ-TV, NTSC Channel 51, Newark, New
Jersey. As reflected in the attached Exhibit FLR-I, the proposed Channel 51 DTV facility at
Ashland would not cause any interference to Station WSFJ-TV.
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Exhibit FLR-1

Ch 51 DTV Ashland, KY

Amendment to Pending Rulemaking

prepared byWes, Inc. Broadcast Consultants

Ch 51 DTV N LAT38-30-21 W LON 82-12-33 ERP: 100 kW AGL: 341 m GAMSL: 273m RCAMSL: 614m

Callsign City

WSFJ-TV NEWARK

Class Status ERP Sep Type Status Dist Prot Clear31ce DIU

NTSC L1C 724 DIM Clean 161 218 -56.7 34

Rx Gain Rx FIB Zone Band Ch# Adj Matrix Svc Contour Svc Strength

o 6 1 UHF 51 Z Co LR F(50,50) 64

Population before the addition of Ch 51 to the database not affected by terrain losses:1 ,138,937 persons

Population lost to NTSC before the addition of Ch 51: 175,933 persons

Population after the loss to NTSC: 963,004 persons

Population after the addition of Ch 51 to the database: 963,004 persons

Population lost to NTSC with Ch 51: 0 persons

Percentage of population lost with Ch 51: 0.0 %



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 8th day of March, 2002, a copy of the foregoing

"Amendment to Petition for Rulemaking" was hand delivered to the following:

Roy J. Stewart, Chief
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-C347
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Keith Larson
Assistant Chief, Engineering
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-A420
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Barbara Kreisman, Chief
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-A666
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Clay Pendarvis, Chief
Television Branch
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-A662
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554
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Gordon Godfrey
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-C120
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

NazifaNaim
Video Services Division
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals II, Room 2-C834
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554
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~~~.~ .
Andrew Kersting


