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Form 486 Application Number 170943
Funding Year 4: 07/0112001-06/30/2002
FRNs 555297, 555338, 555464, 555535, 555587, and 555676

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is to appeal a decision to change the service start date from July 1,
2001 to December 28, 2001 on all of the above referenced FRNs. The year 4 CIPA
deadline of October 28, 2001 was cited as the reason for making the change. Since our
district did not receive our Funding Commitment Decision letter until December 18,
2001 (see attached copy of fax transmittal sheet) it was impossible to file Form 486
until after that date.

Because the E-Rate process is an ongoing one, we are continually filing forms
for one funding year or another. We had completed the forms for year three during the
summer, and knew we had successfully applied for year four. Unfortunately, we didn't
realize that we hadn't received the FCD letter until we began the application process for
year 5. In fact, in a meeting with colleagues from other districts, we were asked if we
had received our FCD letter because several others had not. Apparently, the problem
is more widespread than just our district. Except for this one instance, we have never
had a problem receiving E-Rate correspondence. Our technology coordinator Nanci
Greene immediately contacted Universal Service and obtained a fax copy. We filed the
appropriate forms as quickly as possible, even though it was during our Christmas
holiday break.
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The funding requests listed on page I are all for continuous telecommunications
and internet access services. We have received full year funding for these services in
years I, 2, and 3. The FeD letter for year 4 lists the service start dates as July I,
2001. It seems unfair to take away funding when we have done everything possible
under the circumstances.

It is my hope that you will take our appeal under consideration, especially since
we did not receive our original funding commitment decision letter in a timely manner.
Anything you can do to facilitate our funding for year four without penalizing our
district will be greatly appreciated. I can be contacted by phone at (630) 893-9590, by
fax at (630) 893-1818, or bye-mail at jprehn@sdI3.org.

Sincerely yours,
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Janis M. Prehn
Finance Director
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Jerome E. Gordon
Superintendent
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