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Charles Crawford
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March 21, 2002

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference Docket No. MM 99-339

Dear Secretary Caton:

REceIVED
MAR 222002

On March 1, 2002, the American Council of the Blind sent hundreds of letters
from members and friends that showed their support of the FCC video
description rule under Docket No. MM 99-339.

Enclosed with this letter are an additional 136 letters of support which we would
like to share with you. We ask that they be added to the previous letters/emails
of support sent to the FCC.

Again, ACB asks that the FCC deny the petition to stay the implementation of the
. rule pending the appeals court decision.

Si~~
Charles Crawford
Executive Director
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AMERICAN COUNCIL OFTHE BLIND
1155 15th Street, NW • Suite 1004 • Washington, DC 20005

Telephone (202) 467-5081 • Fax (202) 467-5085 • www.acb.org

Charles Crawford
Executive Director

March 21, 2002

Mr. Robert Corn-Revere, Esq.
Hogan & Hartson
555 13th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Mr. Corn-Revere,

RECEIVED
MAR 222002

Re: Docket No. MM 99-339

We are including additional letters supporting the American Council of the Blind's
opposition to your petition at the FCC in the matter of described video Docket No.
MM 99-339.

~~
Charlie Crawford
Executive Director
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Barbara Vodapivc-'------------------------
From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<kategrif@postoffice.pacbell.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Thursday, March 21,200210:31 PM
I support video description

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20554.

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339.

Gentlemen,

I am a blind person. The majority of my entertainment comes from audio
sources such as radio
programs, music recordings. There are rare video tapes and television
programs
that include descriptive narration. The television programs are mostly
on PBS. I have not
been blind all my life. Until a few years ago, I enjoyed movies and
television just like anyone
else. Since becoming blind, I rarely listen to TV programs because much
ofthe content is
visual. I have stopped going to the movies and renting videos. Even
news programs narrated as
they are, contain many visual references that I do not understand. It
is not surprising that
the media giants do not want to do anything that will cost them money.
It is my hope that you
will not submit to their pressure to delay or deny the legislation that
will allow us blind and
visually impaired people to enjoy the same entertainment as the general
populace. It seems to
me only fair play to institute descriptive video for the blind as
closed-captioning has been
done for the deaf. Please support descriptive video.

Thank you,

George Griffin
153 Beresford Ave.
Redwood City CA 94061

3/22/02
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Barbara Vodap_iv_c _

From:
To:
Sent:
Attach:
Subject:

"Silvers, Ross" <RSilvers@aarp.org>
<ccrawford@acb.org>; <info@acb.org>
Tuesday, March 12,20024:13 PM
FCC Video Description.doc
FW Letter to the FCC

Just in case you weren't aware of it, I thought you would like a copy of
AARP's letter of support for the FCC Rule on Audio Description, which is
attached.

Ross I Silvers
ADAIDiversity Consultant, AARP

-----Original Message----
From: Kramer, Jeffrey
Sent: Tuesday, March 12,200203:21 PM
To: 'the.Rfal1s@~roJs.col11'

Cc: Silvers, Ross
Subject: Letter to the FCC

I have attached a Word document containing a letter we submitted today to
the FCC urging them to deny the petition of NAB and MPAA to stay the video
description rulemaking.

3/12/02



March 12, 2002

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

Re: MM Docket No. 99-339, Implementation of Video Description Programming

In the interest of America's approximately 12 million blind and visually impaired, many of
whom are older Americans, AARP urges the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) to
deny the request for a stay of the Video Description Rule. Denying the petition of the National
Association of Broadcasters (NAB) and the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA)
will ensure the long-awaited implementation of the Rule in April as ordered.

Television viewing has become an integral part of the American way of life. News, information
and entertainment programming available through the medium of television is invaluable to
older and home bound Americans. For those who are visually impaired, television can also be
important but, due to their physical limitations, viewing can become an exercise in frustration.
Therefore, the FCC's adoption of the Video Description Programming Order in 2000 was a
welcome directive that brought hope to the millions of Americans who have difficulty viewing
television programs.

The Rule requires the large broadcasters in the twenty-five largest markets and the top five
national multi-channel video programming distributors to begin providing 50 hours per calendar
quarter ofprime-time or children's programming with video description. While this is a modest
start, AARP hopes that video description will become for the visually impaired what closed
captioning is now for the deaf and hard ofhearing - a means to enjoy television programming by
countering the disability. The Order has given the industry ample time to conform and we
believe that the implementation of the Rule should not be delayed beyond April 2002.

AARP commends the FCC for its foresight in adopting the Video Description Programming Rule
and we ask the Commission to reject the request for a stay filed by the NAB and the MPAA.
Timely implementation of the Rule will provide the visually impaired with the immediate
benefits the Commission intended.

Sincerely,

David Certner
Acting Director
Federal Affairs
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Barbara VodaP.iv.cL- _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Rita Kersh" <rkersh@mdrs.state.ms.us>
<info@acb.org>
Thursday, March 14, 2002 4:41 PM
I support video description

Dear Secretary of the FCC:

Due to a loss of sight from Retinitis Pigmentosa, I have lost one of my most favorite pastimes. Watching
television programs and movies.

Over the past nine or ten years, I have been collecting descriptive videos purchased from the Descriptive Video
Service. I have a video library of approximately 50 videos and I love them.

I have attempted to "watch" movies in a theater and rented videos with my husband describing the actions to me,
but I cannot comprehend these as well as a professionally narrated movie and video.

I don't watch much television unless it is documentary type program, because the entertainment value is lost for
me when prime time programs are on.

When I was still sighted, I enjoyed comedies, but because a lot of the humor came from facial expressions and
body language of the actors a lot of the funny parts were unknown to me. I can't see this anymore and all I get
from a show is the dialogue. It's not that funny sometimes.

I know there are a lot of visually impaired and blind people who feel the same way I do. If several programs can
have Closed Captioning, then why can't they have video description.

I fully support video description and hope you will consider the entertainment needs of the visually impaired and
blind.

Rita Kersh

3/15/02
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Barbara Vodap_iv_c~ _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"CRHS" <Icook@admin.katy.isd.tenet.edu>
<info@acb.org>
Thursday, March 21, 2002 9:50 AM
I support video description

[ support the FCC in not retreating from their video description order.
We need video description implemented on schedule in April.

3/21/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Robert J. Schmidt" <vze26pyu@verizon.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Tuesday, March 19, 2002 9:50 AM
f support video description

3/19/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"voyager" <smpress@voyager.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Monday, March 18, 20024:31 PM
I support video description

March 18,2002

Mary Ann Pressler
2800 Lopane Ave.
Middletown, OH 45044

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Fifteenth SI., SW
Washington, DC 29554
Ref: MM Docket no. 99-339

Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing to express my dissatisfaction that the regulatory action concerning descriptive video has been
delayed. This matter is very important to me and any effort on your part to put this regulation in to action would
be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Pressler

3/19/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"lizangeI44" <lizangeI44@cox.net>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Monday, March 18, 20029:16 AM
I Support Video Description

3/18/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Debra Streeter" <zaria797@cox-internet.com>
<info@ACB.org>
Sunday, March 17, 2002 8:56 PM
I support video description

I am appalled by the last minute action of the National Association of
Broadcasters, the National Cable Telecommunications Association and the
Motion Picture Association of America National to petition the FCC to stay
the implementation of the video description rule. To make such a request
implies that they believe themselves above the law requiring accessibility
to the blind.

In many ways, this request smacks of the racial discrimination endured by
blacks in our country. That type of discrimination is not only against the
law but morally wrong. The wrong in this instance is one of financial
oversight. With the influx ofblind and visually impaired movie goers, the
financial impact is staggering. As America ages, the population is sure to
swell by leaps and bounds. Today the blind and visually impaired viewers
are trapped in the situation of spending their movie-going money on VHS
tapes or DVD discs in order to view movies. The profits are lessened and
the blind are again regulated to the realm of second-class citizens. I
personally have not been to a movie in over ten years but with the advent of
audio headsets, I went to see the Harry Potter movie. Prior to losing my
sight, [ went to the movies four and five times a month. So I have "missed"
480 movies and all that revenue........

So, [say to the National Association of Broadcasters, the National Cable
Telecommunications Association and the Motion Picture Association of
America, stand by your commitment to the people of America. For, we too are
included in your viewing audience and we, like the rest of America, expect
quality. I support the requirement that industry start broadcasting DVS on
schedule and reference MM docket number 99-339. We will no longer be shoved
to the back of the bus.

Debra B. Streeter, M.Ed.
Victoria, TX
(361) 578-7352
zaria797@cox-internet.com

3/18/02
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"christina brino" <regalb@mindspring.com>
<info@acb.org>
Sunday, March 17, 2002 5:37 PM
I support video description

3/18/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<MStolhand@aol.com>
<info@acb.org>
Thursday, March 14, 2002 11 :25 AM
I support video description

As a teacher of students with visual impainnents, I support the FCC in not
retreating from their video description order. I feel my students and the
many older persons with visual impainnents greatly benefit from the service.
I would like to see the video description implemented on schedule in April.
Thank you. M. Stolhand

3/15/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Mike Fletcher" <mfletche@pirs.org>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Friday, March 15, 2002 1:50 PM
I support video description

To: Secretary of the FCC

From: Michael Fletcher
1314 High St.
Auburn, CA 95603

Re: MM docket number 99-339

[ am writing to express my objection to the request of the movie, cable, and broadcast industry to shirk
their obligation to provide access to people with visual impairments.

My father is totally blind and lives alone. He rents movies that have video description because he relies
on this information to be able to follow the action and plot of the film. It is time to hold the industry
responsible for making their ALL of their products accessible to ALL consumers.

Thank you,

Michael Fletcher

3115/02



Bouchers Realty
65 Hilldale Avenue
Haverhill, MA 01832-3829
Tel. 978-521-3982
e-mail grboucher@worldnet.att.net

02/27/02

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20554.

To: Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Re: Discriminatory action taken against Video Description Television/Video.

Dear Mr. Caton,

Hello to you and yours. Nevertheless, I am writing to you pertaining to support Video Descriptive
TVNideo for the blind and visually impaired, hereto:

However, sighted people that can see the non-verbal actions and expressions, on the television screen
have a profound and an enormous advantage when it pertains to the visual aspect of looking at the
screen. Whereas, as a hlind person, since I was wounded in combat when I was twenty (20) years old,
which was about thirty (35) five years ago, I did not realize how much people can really miss from
not seeing what is going on. Whereas, this video system, has opened up a brand new world for me
and others, who cannot see some of the most beautiful things that we will never see again, without
knowing anything about it. Whereas, the next thing to seeing these things is the wonderful world of
Descriptive Video, which explains everything explicitly to us who cannot see these special effects.

Therefore, Mr. Caton, please have a heart and let us live again, with this astonishing, profound and
superb technology. Hereon, I hope you will take this letter (message) very seriously and do not let
them take these extra eyes away from us! I thank you very much for your time.

Sin~elY, Ii 11 ) \ /

v}~!vi..lJh.j-f
Gerard R. Boucher, BKR. PL. MRe.
Cc. Jennifer Phillips, BVA, Charles Crawford ACB.
ENe. "I support video description" ,"MOe t. I/o. 'i ~ - 3J fl.
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Barbara Vodap.iv.cL- _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Timothy Vernon" <timvernon@attbLcom>
<info@acb.org>
Wednesday, March 13, 2002 8:30 PM
I support video description

March 13, 2002

To Whom It May Concern:

I was saddened to learn that the public broadcasting company has chosen to cease implementation of
the video description requirements. For several years now, members of the blindness community have been
looking forward to the day when videos shown on television will contain description.

Video description changes many iives on a daily basis. By being aware of the actions which are being
completed by the people on the screen, visually impaired and blind people are able to gain a
better understanding of the plot. Video description also allows Visually impaired people to more fully enjoy a
movie or television program. Next year, my first year of college, going out to movies might become more of a part
of my life and having descriptive movies available to me will be extremely helpful.

I hope that you will reconsider your decision and will force the television industry to make programs accessible
to members of the visually impaired and blind community. Without having these descriptive programs, we feel as
though we are being placed at a disadvantage in comparison to sighted individuals.

Thank you in advance for considering the ideas I have placed before you. I am hopeful that you will take my
thoughts to heart when you make a final decision regarding this very important issue.

Sincerely,
Timothy Vernon
Mansfield, MA

3/15/02
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Barbara Vodap.iv.c _

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

<Projectthe@aol.com>
<info@acb.org>
Thursday, March 14, 2002 6:44 PM
I support video description

Secretary of the FCC

I object to the requests of the movie, cable, and broadcast industry to not have to use descriptive video 
MM docket number 99-339.

Christopher Lore
1019 S.ursonAve.
Los Angeles, CA 90019

3/15/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"Carleton Robinson" <carleton@nortelnetworks.com>
<info@acb.org>
Wednesday, March 13, 2002 3:24 PM
"I Support Video Description"

Mr. William Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 15th Street, SW
Washington, DC 29554

Reference MM Docket no. 99-339.

Dear Mr. Caton:

I am writing to you in support of Descriptive Video Services and vehemently object to the request of the movie,
cable, and broadcast industry to stay the implementation of DVS on April 1, 2002.

It is a great shame to the entertainment industry to deny the blind and visually impaired community this right,
given that the industry prides itself as being socially responsible to the public. Blind and Visually impaired people
allover the country have waited since the issuance of the order to finally have access to television programming.
By taking that away from them, the networks send the message that they are apathetic to the needs of the blind,

thus further contributing to decades of discrimination towards this community.

I wholeheartedly support the FCC's DVS order, and hope that you will not back down and allow the entertainment
industry to manipulate the legal system in its favor once again.

Sincerely,

Carleton and Trina Robinson
12189 Wild Horse Drive
Fairfax, VA 22033
703-758-7576

3/13/02



Barbara Vodapivc
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From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Karen Mehlhorn" <kmehlhorn@csbps.com>
<info@acb.org>
Monday, March 11, 2002 6:43 PM
VIDEO DESCRIPTION

I SUPPORT VIDEO DESCRIPTION!!!! I support the FCC in not retreating from
their video description order. I need video description implemented on
schedule in April. Doesn't everyone deserve to have access to information
on TV? I think they do. I support video description.

Karen Mehlhorn,
Certified O&M Specialist

3112/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
SUbject:

"Rauschenbach Jean C" <Jean.C.Rauschenbach@irs.gov>
"'Barbara Vodapivc'" <bvodapivc@acb.org>
Monday, March 11,20024:59 PM
RE: Discriptive vidio

Well you are assuming I am on the side of protecting all discriptive video
and that I agree with the ACB's assertion that alldiscriptive video should
be mandetory for all programing. I don't think they would pass on my
viewpoint to the FCC.

Jean
-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara Vodapivc [mailto:bvodapivc@acb.org]
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 3:23 PM
To: Rauschenbach Jean C
Subject: Re: Discriptive vidio

Jean - I checked with Charlie Crawford about getting an email address at FCC for your friends to use.
Unfortunately, there is not one. Charlie suggested that you ask your friends to send their emailstoin.fo-®acb.org
so that we can make copies for the FCC and attorneys for the other side. Thanks for your help. Sincerely,
Barbara Vodapivc, Advoacy/Governmetnal Affairs Assistant

----- Original Message ----
From: R,al!schenb<lch J~iln C
To: 'Info~ACI3.org'

Sent: \l\lednesday, February 27, 2002 11:57 AM
Subject: Discriptive vidio

\M1at is the e-mail address to send directly to the fcc in support of discriptive vidio. I would like to pass this on to
some of my friends.

Jean

•

3/12/02
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Barbara Vodapivc

From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

"roberta germano" <pudgie39@msn.com>
<lnfo@ACB.org>
Monday, March 11,200212:34 PM
"I support video description"

As a totally Blind individual, I strongly urge that the petition filed on February 22,2002, with the
FCC by the National Association of Broadcasters, the National Cable Telecommunications
Association and the Motion Picture Association of America to stay the implementation of the video
description rule be over ruled.

Daniel Germano
387 West Clinton Street
New Bedford, Ma. 02740

3/11/02
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