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<O ENGLER DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, ARTS AND LIBRARIES B e RE
LaNsmao
Ms. Magalie Roman Salas, Offe of the Secretary March 26, 2002

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Stroet, W, Suite TW-A325
Washinglon, DC 20854

RE: Comments Submitted by the Office of the Miehlgan Information Metwork Pertaining
10 [CC Docket Mo. 02-6] Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanlsm

Dear Ms. Salas:

The purpose of this lstter is to confirm to the Federal Cammunications Commission (FCE) our
supgort for the above referenced commeants submitted to the FCC by the Offics of the Michigan
Imformation Mebwork (MIN). The comments were drafted by the MIN Work Group, which
[meludes savaral agancias, including the Library of Mighigan and the Michigan Departrment of
Education, that attempt to cocrdinate efforts within Michigan regarding the E-Rate program.

We at the Library of Michigan belizve that in order to improve oparations, ensure equitatcls
distribution of pregram funds, prevent fraud, wasta, and abuse, and make working with the E-
rate program easier and more cenvanient for all parties, changes in program rules must e
made. We have worked collaboratively with the agencies reprasanted in the MIN Work Group
and have developed the above reflerenced comments recommending changas o the applicaton
process, paymeant cplions and cther post-funding commiltrmsnt issuas, appeals, audits, unused
furds, and specific ouimoded edministrative and procadural rules.

wnile many libraries in the state of Michigan bave benelited from the E-rede program over the
past four years, many others, sspecially those in remote and economically disadvantagead
areas, have been hindersd from banafiting. Thiz is due to the lengthy, templicated and
contusing apglication pronass, rostrictive payment eptions, and the inability to make changss
thal gacur dutng the funding eyele through no conlrol of the applicant (such Bs changes in
service providers). We have cutlined some of thase critical issues in our responss 1o the NFREM.

We hopa the FCC will give serous consideration to making tha racommerded changes so that
a!l schools and libraries will benefit from this program.

Respactfully,

\éfsz}e carson Brandau

State Librarian
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