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Friday, October 19, 2001

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary
445 12th Street, SW
Room TW-A325
Washington, DC 20554

Colorado Northwestern Community College
Attn: Chris Brubaker, WestCEL Coordinator
500 Kennedy Drive
Rangely, Colorado 81648
Phone: 970-675-3287
cbrubaker@westcel.org ,

00Cl(ET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

- ._-- -----...-. ~

ApplIcant: WestCEL
Billed Entity Number: 210085
471 Application Number: 266135

No. 01 CoPles rec'd a
UslABCOE

In the matter of: Request for Review by WestCEL of Decision of Universal S&:e
Administrator ~ ""-?A.

,,
~ ''}.

CC Docket Nos, 96-45 and 97-21 ( IJ? ~/) &0-
~

~~

All of the Funding Requests on the Form-471 Application were "Denied in full" for
failing to meet the 28-day waiting period of the posting of the Form-470.

According to the response of the Appeal of Administrators Decision, dated October I,
2001, "FCC rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms 470 received
be posted on the website for 28 days prior to your signing and/or submitting your Form
471."

WestCEL is requesting an appeal of this decision based on a limited circumstance,

Please note in the Appeal of Administrators Decision, first bullet, they did not respond to
my inquiry about their posting of material on their website pertaining to the filing
deadline of the Form 470,

As outlined in my initial appeal, I was completely new to the E-rate discounts program
and nothing on their website, prior to December 20th

, indicated what the official filing
deadline for a Form 470 was so that a person could have it posted for 28 days and still
make the Form 471 filing deadline of January 18.
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In the matter of: Request for Review by WestCEL of Decision of Universal Service
Administrator

CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21

Applicant: WestCEL
Billed Entity Number: 210085
471 Application Number: 266135

It wasn't until early January that I finally figured out that I was going to miss the closing
date for filing the Form 471 and as indicated in my appeal, I had the choice ofeither
filing early, or waiting the full 28 days and filing the Form 471 after the window closed,
which then would have meant my application would have been rejected outright.

I am requesting that FCC overtum the Administrator's Decision on the basis of
insufficient information being provided by USAC regarding the filing deadline of the
Form-470.

Also I am asking for relief on behalfof the 12 different school districts located in the
rural and remote parts of northwest and west central Colorado. Without this funding,
amounting to $125,000, the consortium will not survive and these schools and districts
will loose all of their telecommunications connections including both video-conferencing
capabilities and access to the Internet by their students.

Respectfully yours,

~--
Chris Brubaker
WestCEL Coordinator

Enclosures: WestCEL Appeal of Funding Commitment Decision Letter
Administrator's Decision on Appeal- Funding Year 2001-2002
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Wednesday, August 22, 2001

Letter of Appeal
Schools and Libraries Division
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit
80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Colorado Northwestern Community College
Attn: Chris Brubaker
500 Kennedy Drive
Rangely, Colorado 81648
Phone: 970-675-3287
Fax: 970-675-3343
cbrubaker@westcel.org

Appeal of Funding Commitment Decision Letter

Applicant Name: WestCEL
Applicant Contact: Chris Brubaker
Applicant Address: 500 Kennedy Drive, Rangely, CO 81648
Applicant Phone: 970-675-3287
Applicant E-mail: cbrubaker@westcel.org

Form 471 Application Number: 266135
Funding Year- 4: 07/0112001 - 06/3012002
Billed Entity Number: 210085

Denial
All FRN's were denied based on "28 Day Waiting Period Violated."
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: "The Form 471 application was signed and/or
submitted prior to the expiration of the 28-day waiting period from the day of the posting of the
Form 470 to the SLD web Site."



Applicant Name: WestCEL
Applicant Contact: Chris Brubaker
Applicant Address: 500 Kennedy Drive, Rangely, CO 81648
Applicant Phone: 970-675-3287
Applicant E-mail: cbrubaker@westcel.org

Form 471 Application Number: 266135
Funding Year - 4: 07/0112001 - 06/30/2002
Billed Entity Number: 210085

I.) I was hired by the WestCEL project in May of 2000. Not having worked with
telecorrununications I was new to the entire process of filing for E-rate discounts. I
followed what was submitted in prior years, but did not understand filing deadlines and
"open windows for filing." I was not sure ofthe window deadlines between filing a
Form-470 and then a Form-471. I never saw any information on the USAC web-site that
indicated one must file the 470 no later than December 20, 2000 in order to make the 28
day posting and still meet the 471 window closing.

2.) On January 16, 2001 it became apparent that I was going to miss the window closing for
the Form-471 by waiting for the 28-day posting period of the Form-470. This would
mean the WestCEL request would be rejected outright. I choose to file eight (8) days
before the end of the 28 day period because; (a) I did not want to miss the filing deadline
for the Form-471 and have the application rejected outright; (b) I knew that WestCEL
was going to continue to use the same telecorrununications Service Providers they have
used over the past four years; and (c) I had seen copies of signed contracts with major
telecorrununication Service Providers that were valid through June, 2002 by WestCEL,
d.b.a. NWBOCES.

3.) The WestCEL Consortium provides its members with Internet access, compressed-video
courses between schools, web hosting for schools, and e-mail. It has point-to-point T-I
lines located atl6 different high schools, in 12 different school districts. Without e-rate,
current FRN's total over $125,000, the consortium will not be able to provide their"
students with this educational advantage.

4.) I would greatly appreciate your consideration of this oversight on my part and reconsider
allowing for the FRN's to be approved as submitted.

Chris Brubaker
WestCEL Coordinator

Cc: Colorado Department of Education, CDE, Corrunissioner Moloney
Jan Wilder, CDE Special Projects Coordinator
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Univenal Serviee Administrative Company
School& &: Libraries Division

Admin_.tor's Dedsloa Ob Appeal- Flaadiag Year 2001~2002

October 1,2001

Chris BTllbaker
WestCEL
500 KClmedy Drive
Rangely, CO 81648

.. ::--~......., ...,,-: •.._ .~ ., . ...J.'~'j__ <'.(_•• ' _!',:~ __" :.~'--'" ..• , ..•. ,'. _"- .. ~::....

Re: Billed EntitY Number:
471 Application Number:
FlUlding Request Number(s):

Your Conespondence Dated:

210085
266135
703980, 704000, 704006, 704007,704010,
704014,704017,704018,704023.704040,
704041, 704042, 704044, 704053,704054,
704055,704056,704057.704058.704059,
704060,704061.704062,704068.704071.
704073, 704077, 704081, 704084, 704089,
7041oo,704103,704104.704107.704111•.
704113,704114,704117,706043,706045,
706046
AQ~t 21, 2001

After thQrOQgp review and investigation ofall relevlll1t facts, the Scbool& and Libraries
Division ('OSLO") ofthe Universal Sc:mce A4minismuive Complll1Y ("USAC") has made
its decision in regatd 10 your appeal ofSLO's Year Four Funding Commiunent Decision
fOT the Application Number indicated above. This lener explains the basis ofSLO's'
decision. The date oftilis~begins the 3D-dly time period for appealing this decision •

_ ..,.:;. _.__~~~~_~~ql~J,!l!j~q~~~lJlwj~j~J''F~~~ 1!.YP.1!J'~~~chiAcd ,'."--,._-
.. more t1iiiii one Applicanon N\itnbl:r. please nole that for each appbcanoIl for which an

appeal is subJnifled, a separate lener is 8eIlt.

Bmding ReQuestNtuneer. 703980,704000,704006,704007,704010,704014,' ,
704017,704018,704023.704040,704041.704042.704044.704053, 704054,704055.
104056,704057.704058,704059,704060,704061.704062. 704068, 704071,704073,
704077,704081.704084, 7040Sg.704100, 704103. 704104, 704107. 704111.704113.
704114.704117,706043,706045,706046
Decision OIl Appeal: Denied In tIIJJ
Eltplanation:

aox 12:> - correspo~ce Un!~ 80 Soul!>J~ Roll<\, Wblppa!ll'. 'New Jersey mIl
VlSI' uSllDlme at: /IIIp.l_.stuniye".,ISeI)lic8./lIJI

..... '.
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• Your appcaJ stated thaf you did not undeI'stan4 filing dcac:Uincs and "open windows
for filing.n YOIJ never Illwany informiUion On the us.-.c website thai indic:aued one
m\lSt file lhe 470 no later ihan December 20, 2000 ill order to malce the 28-day
posting lIlId stiU mCClllle 471 window closing. YOIl cbose to file eight days before
the,c:n4 ofthe 28-day waiting period beeallle you diel not want to miss the filing
deadline for die Form 471 ancl'llave the lIPPlication rejected outright '

• Your Form 470 (ApplieazionNumber: 144930000341174)waspostedo1112J2712000. In
}Our F0I1Il470 Receipt Nolific:llIion Lcuer. SLD notiJied you that that the earliest elate
upon whic:jl }Oucou14 siSll hUt submit )'OurFonn 471 was 01124/2001. Youl!ave not
c:laimed that this Fonn 471 fIl1ates to a diffemn Farm 470 other than lbe Form 470
Uu:licaud above. Ccmsequently. 8m deoies yow- appeal bcx:ause your applieazillJl cli4 not
COIIlPlywith lbe competitive biddingtequUement that yow Form 470 be postecl on lbe
w~ fOr 28 da)$ prior to )'Our t;igniPg liQcli'or subD:littini yourF~ 471.

"__ .'." _ " •• : _ ' ..r, •• ,~.:._. _ ~.:...-•••••:_,,:....:__ . ,_. "_•••••-...:.. __ .,--..;.......:.:- _ :'':''':':_':''''~'.

• You signed and/or submitted your Fonn 471 prior to the expiration afthe 28 day
posting period. FCC rules require UIat except Ullder IilDited clrcumstallces, all Fonps
470 received be posted on the website for 28 days, and lbal applicants carefully
cOllSlder illl billa received before selec:til1ga vendor. ernering into an agreement or
signing a CODtract, and siping.end submitting a Fenn '471. See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.504.
54.511(a). (,). FCC rules further require lIlat lIle AQmiDi~ator send the applicant a '
confirmatioD when the Form 470 has been posted.~ inform the applicant ofthe
date after whic:llllle applicant may sign a contr.lCl with the vendor it sel~. 9" 47
C.F.ll § S4.S04(b)(4). The$e competitive bUlding requiremenlS help llIlS\Il'D tI:Iat
applicants receive the'lowesi pre-discOUDt price from ven4ors, See FederQI-Swe
Joinr Board on Uni-yersQl Serllice, CC Docket No, 96-45, Order o~ Reconsideration.
12 FCC Red 10095.10098' 9 (1997).

If you believe there is a basis for fiutber examination of)'O\II' application. YOij may file an
appcal with the Fec1eral CommUIlications Commis~oll, Office of the SccreUlty, 445 12'"
Street, SW. Room 'IW-A325. Washington, DC 20554. ~Jease reference CC Docket Nos.
96-45 and 97-21 on the first pap of your appeal. ,Before praparinJ an4 submittiJw your
4; ,.1, ph...o be .1IIU'e to seWC\III'tae.'1'!CC .ules 1l'4JIC«AiAg.tbe.:film,.o€·4IJI IFF Pili ltf~jII1~-,-_...:. :.:

Admini8trllfOr's Decision, which are posted On the website at <www.universaJservicc.Qrg>.
YOll DllUit tile YOllr IIPpeal widt die FCC QO later thaD 30 day. from the elate OD ttais
leRer r~r YOllt appeal to be IUed In • timely flSbioD. '

We thank you for yow continued S\IPpon. patience, end cooperation during tile appeal
process,

Schools and Libr.nes DiVi$i~
Universal Service Administrative Company


