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R) lbe Aecounung Policy O1"lSioll, C()ITUTlOfl CarnCf Burt'au'

I 11le AccountHlg Policy Di\'isio!1 I13s under eonsidcr:auon a Requesl for Rc\iew
filed b~' West I-larriMln Communlly School DistricI (\\'1:$1 Hamson), Moodamln, Iowa I West
Ilurrison seeks review of a deciSion ISSued by the: Scbools and Libranes Division (SLD) ofthc:
l'n,\crsa.! SCfvice Administrative Company (AdmmlslIator) to n:-ject West HarTlson's appeal Oil
the >;l'Ounds tlJ.at It was I.Hltlindy filed 1 For the n:a.!OlIS set forth below, we deny West Harrison's
Re<juc:st for RevlCw,

~ SLD issued a ~unding Commilment Decision Lettcr on July 23. 2001. dcn)'lIIg
\\ esI lIarrison's requc:st for d'5(:ountcd services under the schools and libraries Universal sen'icc
sl.lppon mechanism, I SfICC,fieally. 5LD dcllled 'West Harrison's request for discounts for
intemal oonnccuons.. Funding Requcst Number (FRN) 501792." On September 27, 2001. West
lIamson filed an appeal ofSLO's decision. uplaming!hal West Harrison l.I\al,l\·ertclllly checked

Lent'r fl"Om "- Itndell. .... d IbmMIrI Comm""l)- SdoooI Dwntt. 10 Fedenl C""""\IIl_oons CommLUoon.
filed "nu.ry I. 2002 (Reqlld for R",tw).

's«R~ (or Rn .... S«uon Sol 71<jl(c)of .... ConlIn......•• ",Ies pro'l-Klcs !MI_y pn1(In "CPWvnl ~ an
aClion !alen by a d" ,,"'" of'he Adm'ftls'nIOI mol)' sect. 1'l:~1CW /Tom 1hc CommISSion. .(7 C.f.R § S4 7 t9l,e)
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July 2001 nnd as a result it allowed the 30·day appeal period to pass 'without filing a timely
appe<lI.IJ

5 We conelude Ihat West Harrison has not demonst'<1ted a sufficicnt basis fQr
waiving the CommIssion's rules. Waiver is appropriate if special circumstances warrant a
devialion from the general rule. and such deviation would better serve the public interest than
strict adherence to the general rule." In requesting funds from the sehools and libr<1ries universal
serVIce ,upport mechanism. the applicant has certain responsibilities. The applicant bears the
burden of submitting its appeal to SLD within the estabhshed deadhne if the applicant wishes its
appeal to he considered on the merilS.

6. The particular facts of this case do not rise to the lel'el of special circumsumces
reqUIred for a deviation from lhe general ruk In light of the thousands of applications that SLD
reviews and processes each ycar. it is administrati ,'ely necessary to place On the applicant the
responsibil ity of adhering strictly to its filing deadl ines, II In order for the progr<1m to work
dr.ciently. the appheant must assume responsibility fi.>r timely submission of Its appeal 10 SLD if
It Wishes its lippe'll to be considered on the merits, An applicant must take responsibility for the
aCllon or inaction of those employees, consilltants and other representatives 10 whom it gives
responsibility for submitting timely appeals ofSLD funding deeisinns on its behalf Herc. West
I larrison fails to prescnt good cause as to why it could not timely file its appeal to SLD, We
therefore find 110 basis for waiving the appeal filing deadline.

7. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under
sections 0.91. 0.291. 1.3, and 54,722(a) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.FR. §§ 0.91,0.291. 1.3,
;md 5.\.722(a), that the Request for Review filed b)' West Harrison Community School District.
Mondamin. Iowa on January 8,2002, and the request 10 waive the 30-day time limit in which to
file an appeal ARE DENIED.
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