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I The Aecounllng Policy Oi\"lslOll lias und<:r consideration a Requcsi for Rcnew
filed b,- WC'St Hamson CommWlity School District (WeS! Ilarrison). Mondamm. Iowa.' West
Ilarrison seth re",ew of 0 deciSion ISSUed by the Schools ond LIbraries Di,,;sion (SLD) ofthc
, ni\eTSaI Ser\"ice AdministrJlive Compan~ (Admims1nIlOr) 10 reject Westllam5O!l'I appeal on
the puunds that 11 "'as untimely filed.~ For the reasons set forth below, "1: deny Wcst Ilamson's
Request for Re\lew.

~_ SLO issued a fundmg Commltmem Decision Lrtter on July 23. 2001. dl.'nying
Wesl Harrison's request for dIscounted services under the schools and libraries Wliversal service
suppon me<:hanism.J Speo:;ificaJly. SLO demed WC'St Hamson's request for discounts for
mtemal cOlm«tions. I'undinll Request NwnbcT (FRN) 501792.4 On Septl.'ffiber 27, 2001, West
Ibrrison filed an appeal ofSLO's dttis.ioo, expllllninll that Weslllllllison moo\"crlently cheeled

LItOn fnml_ RodaI, WnI Ham_ C_...Jt)I School I>lWICl.. 10 Fmc.al Communociluom Comm_,
fil<d JanOW)- B. 2002 (R<qutSl for R."... )

S« Requno: for Rev-..... Socuon~ 119t"c)ofwComm'~""'''''''les p<O"KIeo lIYI any pnsm aw...ed by"
..t"", llIlen bya d...."'" orllle A<krlln~or""'Y.eft _ ..... (rom WC""""..."",.•7 c,r R § Sol 719(()

Un.. r""" ScIloolJ aosd L,tnr... 0...- Ulll~ena1 Serv I« AdminlStrilll~.Company, 10 J_ 1lllde'1I, \l.n1

H....""" CommllJ\IIY SChooll>l>lnct, ed July 23. 2001 (FundmIComm'tmnll DKIS"'" L<:II«~
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the box On the form for internal connections wbm ,t sbOldd have marked the box for
tele<:omrnunications.' On Qctohl.'r 15, 2001, StD issued an Administrator's Decision on Appeal
mdicating that it would not consider We.t Harrison's appeal because it wa.s received Inore Ihan
10 days "ner the July 23. 2001 Funding Comm,tment D<:eision Leuer was issued." West
Harrison subsequently tiled the instant Request for Review with the Commission

3. For requests seeking review of decisions issued before August 13,2001, under
"'clion 5472O(b) of the Commission's rules, an appeal must be filed with Ihe Commission or
SLD within 30 days of the Issuance ofthe decision that the party s~-eks to have reviewed,'
Documents are considered 10 be filed wilh the Commission or SLD only upen receipII The 30­
day deadline contaim:d in St:ction 54.72O(b) of the Commission's rules applies to all sllch
requeSls for review filed by a pany affected by a decision issued by the Administrator.9 Be<:ausc
'I'.'eslllarrison failed to lile iln "ppcal of the July 23, 2001 Funding Comrnitmem DeciSion l.etter
withm the requ,site 30·day appeal period, we affinn Sl.D's decision 10 dismiss Wesl I larrison's
appc;,1 to SI.D as untimely and deny Ihe instant Request for Review.

4. Tu the extent tl1m West llarrison is requesting Ihat we waive the 30·day deadline
established in seelion 54.72O(b) of the Commission's rules. we deny thaI request as well. lO The
Commission may waIve any provision of its niles, bUI a request for waiver mUSI be suppened by
a showing of good cause, II W~st Harrison has not sho\VTl good cause for the untimely filing of
its initial appe31. West H3rrison explilms that it did nOl undersland Ihe need to appeal when il
recei,·ed th~ Funding Commitment Decision Letter. because, il contends, the leiter stated that
W'esl Harrison's requesl was "not funded yet." In fact, the Funding Commitmem Decision Letter
reads in relevant pan wilh respect to FRN 501792, '·not fWlded."ll W~st H3rrison funher stales
that II assumed Ihat il would be receiving anOlher letter saying Ihat il'....as fund~d Slaning with

, Leiter from Jane Rooe", Well H'm",n Communi\)' S<hool OiSlriCl. u> Scbool. and Librorie' Oi...ion, Vni_enal
$0"';« Adm;nimallv< Company. fd<d ~plemb<c n. 2001 (R<que'l fo>r Administrator Rc_je",)

• LettO' from School, .nd t.ibrarie' OJ.i,ion. Un;versal So••ice Admini,lrall.e Comp>IIY, to Jon. Roo.n. We'l
II.rri"," Communlly School Di''';<l, dat<d OCl~r j 5, 2001 (Admini,lralot. Decision (){I Appe.I).

'47 CFR § H.72O(b)

'47CFR ~ 1.7

• 1'.. 1]('« Ihat. due to r«en! dilruption, In the rehabili\)' of the mall se"ice, lbe 30-<l.y .ppe.l pe,iod h., b<en
",1e"(kd by on .ddltlooal 30 da)" for '«1.u"" seekmg ""jew ofd«i$ioo. i'sued (){I or .fle. Aogu" 13. 200 I Su
Implemema'ion of Imen", Filmg r"oced"re.' for Filr,,~ "fReq"em fOr Rov,o!>l'. FeJ",al,s,Me Jom' 8"",d on
L'niw,ml Se"·'ee. CC Docke! No. %-45, OfdO', FCC 0\. J76 (..1. 0«. 26, 200 I), a, <OITe<led by l"'plemenWlia<l
<JjI"'e,,m Filing Procedure> for Piling. ofReque.u for R",·iew, Fede,al·State Jorm 80ard on Uni"""al Serl'ic<.
CC IJocket No, %-45. Errata (Com. Cn, Bor cd. Dec. 28. 2(01) >lid (Com, C.,.. Bur. reI. hn 4,2(02). Because
the July 23. 200 I Funding Commitment O<ei<ion t.eue. ",os ;osue<! b<fo," Au!>u" 13, 200 I, the ext",,<kd appe.1
""nod doe. nol >wly 10 W.,I It.n ison,

"See47CFR § \3.
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Jul}' 1001 and as I result ,t al\Q....-e<t lhe JQ..da) appeal period 10 pas$ ""ithout filing a IIInely
appeal tJ

5 We concludC' Wt West Ilanison has not demonstnded I sufficienl ba:s1s for
"31\mg the CommISSIon's rules, WaivCf is appropriate ifspccial cIrcumstances Wamll1tl
dC\'ialioo from the gCllmIl rule, and such deviatlOll would better ser.'e the public interest than
Sinel adherence 10 the: general rule," 111 requcstlllg funds from the: schools alld librarics uni versal
service suppon mechanism. the applicant has eenain responsibilities. The applicalll bear)' lhe
burden of submiltl nit liS apJX',,1 10 SLD within the establ isheu ueadline if the applicant wishes its
apJX'allO be considered onlhe Illerns.

6. The panicular facts of thIs case do not nsc 10 the: level of special circwnstanees
reqUIred for a de\'ialloll from the: gellC11l1 rule. In light of the thousands of applications WI SLD
l'C"\iew5 and processes each} ear, II is admJm.slrau\"e1y neec:55iIl')" to place on the applicant the
responsibihty ofadhenng Strictl) 10 Its filing de:ldlines. IS In ordn for the prognm to woril;
effiCiently. the I\Pflhtant must assume responsibilil) for time:I}' SUbmiSSion of its appeal to SLD If
II "Ishcs Its appeal to be: Considered 011 the: merits. An aprlicant must take responsibdu)' for the
action or iTI3Cl1Oll of !hose ernplo)·CC'S. consulwlIs and other rqJre$Clllal1\'CS to whom it gives
responsibllil) for 5Ubmining umely appeals ofSLD fundlllg decisions on Its behalf. llere. West
Harrison fails to prescnt good cause lIS to why it could not umely file Its IIppealto SLD We
lherefore find no basis for ....'>Iiving thc appeal filing deadline:,

7, ACCORDINC,L Y. IT [S ORDERED. pursuant 10 authority delegated under
seClions 0.91. 0.291. 1.3, and 54 722(3) ofthc Commission's rules, 47 C.F,R, §§ 0.91. 0.291, 1.3,
and 54,722(a), lhat the Request for Review filed by West Ilamson Communlly School Dislrict.
\IOndamlll, 10"" on Januar) 8.2002. and the: request to wai\e the 3lklay lime: limil in whIch 10

file:m a~alARE DENIED

FEDERAL COM~-lUN'CATIO~SCOMMISSION

~f~
Deputy Chief. Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
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