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Wheeler Broadcasting, Inc. ("Petitioner"), the licensee of Station KZLN-FM, Othello,

Washington ("Station"), by its attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.420(i) of the Commission's

Rules, hereby petitions the Commission for amendment of the Commission's FM Table of

Allotments, in Section 73.202(b) ofthe Commission's Rules, to substitute Channel 248C2 for

Channel 248C3 at Othello, Washington, to reallot Channel 248C2 from Othello to Basin City,

Washington, and to modify the license of the Station to specify operation Channel 248C2 at

Basin City. In support hereof, Petitioner states as follows:

A. Technical Compliance

I. As the attached Engineering Statement (Exhibit 1 hereto) ("Engineering

Statement") demonstrates, the proposed changes in the FM allotments fully comply with the

Commission's technical requirements. The proposal comports with the Commission's spacing

rules for FM allotments, provides 70 dBu coverage to all of Basin City, and is mutually exclusive

with the present Channel 248 C3 allotment. Six stations would continue to provide service to the



entire loss area created by the reallotment, with several additional stations serving portions ofthe

loss area.

2. The proposed allotment is a preferential arrangement under the Commission's FM

priorities! and, thus, better serves the public interest than the existing allotment. The proposal

would provide Basin City with its first local transmission service without depriving Othello of

local transmission service2 Through the proposed facilities upgrade and reallotment, the Station

would offer enhanced service to an expanded listening base. Under the proposed allotment, a

total of 155,954 persons would receive an additional aural service, 532 currently underserved

persons would receive additional aural service, and nine ofthese underserved persons would

receive their second service. Further, the reallotment would not create any white, gray, or

underserved areas.

B. Community of License

3. Petitioners seeking to change community of license pursuant to Section 1.420(i)

of the Commission's Rules must propose a channel that is mutually exclusive with the existing

channel, and the new community must be preferred over the existing community under the

Commission's allotment priorities. See Amendment ofthe Commission's Rules Regarding

Modification ofFM and TV Authorizations to Specify a New Community ofLicense, 4 FCC Rcd

4870 (1989), recons. granted in part, 5 FCC Rcd 7094 (1990). The proposed reallotment

satisfies these threshold requirements.

I The Connnission's FM priorities, as set forth in the Revision ofFM Assignment Policies and Procedures, 90 FCC
2d 88, 91-92 (1982) ("FM Assignment Policies"), include: (1) first aural service; (2) second aural service; (3) first
local service; and (4) other public interest matters. The Conunission gives co-equal weight to priorities (2) and (3).
Id.
2 Othello would retain local service from Station KRSqAM), which provides daytime 5 mV/m and nighttime
interference-free service to 100% of Othello.
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4. First, the allotment proposed hereby is mutually exclusive with the present

allotment. As the Engineering Statement demonstrates, the distance between the proposed and

existing allotment sites is 14.54 lan, well short of the 177 km minimum distance separation

requirement for co-channel class C2 and C3 facilities set forth in Section 73.207 of the

Commission's Rules. 47 C.F.R. § 73.207(b)(l). Second, the proposal results in a preferential

arrangement under the Commission's FM priorities. The proposed reallotment provides Basin

City with its first local transmission service without depriving Othello ofloca1 transmission

service. As evidenced by the Engineering Statement, the proposal would result in a small loss

area of 38 km2 and a 2000 Census population of 249 persons, while providing for a gain area of

3,799 km2 and a 2000 Census population of 155,954 persons.

5. Basin City satisfies the Commission's definition of "community" for allotment

purposes. See Report and Order, In the Matter ofAmendment ofSection 73.202(b), Table of

Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations (Elkhorn City and Coal Run, Kentucky), 16 FCC Red 15268

(M.M.B. 2001); Report and Order, In the Matter ofAmendment ofSection 73.202(b), Table of

Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations (Cobleskill and Saint Johnsville, New York), 16 FCC Red

6966 (M.M.B. 2001). As evidenced by the data attached hereto as Exhibit 2, Basin City is a

Census-designated place with a 2000 Census population of 968 persons. A number of churches,

restaurants, grocery stores and other businesses are located in Basin City, including

establishments incorporating "Basin City" in their names, e.g., Basin City Baptist Church, Basin

City Market, Basin City Ambulance. Basin City is also home to its own Basin City Airfield, a

volunteer fire department, Basin City Health Services, Basin City Elementary School, as well as

a public library.
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6. Basin City is neither located within the Richland-Kennewick-Pasco Urbanized

Area, nor would the proposed city-grade signal cover more than 50 percent of that Urbanized

Area. Accordingly, it is not necessary to undertake an analysis of Basin City's independence as

a community pursuant to Faye and Richard Tuck, 3 FCC Rcd 5374 (1988).

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Wheeler Broadcasting, Inc. respectfully

requests that the Commission grant its Petition for Rule Making, amend Section 73.202(b) to

substitute Channel 248C2 for Channel 248C3 at Othello, Washington, reallot Channel 248C2

from Othello to Basin City, Washington, and modify the authorization for Station KZLN-FM

accordingly.

Respectfully submitted,

WHEELE BROADCASTING, INC.

Barry . Friedman
Thompson Hine LLP
1920 N Street, N.W., Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036-1600

April 11, 2002
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Engineering Statement

This Engineering Statement has been prepared on behalf of Wheeler Broadcasting, Inc.

("Wheeler"), licensee of station KZLN 248C3 at Othello, Washington, in support of a Petition

for Rulemaking to amend §73.202 of the Commission's Rules to substitute Channel 248C2 for

Channel 248C3 at Othello, Washington, reallot Channel 248C2 to Basin City, Washington, and

modify the license of station KZLN to specify operation on the upgraded channel at Basin City.

The proposed reallotment plan will provide several benefits:

1) KZLN will be able to upgrade to Class C2, and thus will be able to provide

enhanced service to a broader listening area.

2) Basin City, a Census Designated Place with a 2000 Census population of 968

persons, will receive its first local service.

3) A total of 155,954 persons will receive an additional aural service.

4) A total of 532 presently underserved persons will receive an additional aural

service, of which 9 persons will receive their second service.

5) In accommodating the benefits listed above, no white, gray, or underserved

areas will be created.

Channel 248C2 at Basin City

As outlined in the attached channel study, Channel 248C2 can be assigned for use at Basin

City in compliance with the Commission's applicable Rules and Regulations regarding the

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers



separation among FM allotments. For this study the coordinates of a hilltop site (NL 46° 39'

26" x WL 119° 10' 23") have been used. This site is 7 kilometers from Basin City, the

coordinates of which are NL 46° 35' 39" x WL 119 0 09' 04". The nominal distance to the 70

dBu F(50,50) contour for a Class C2 station is 32.6 kilometers. Therefore, this site will provide

greater than 70 dBu coverage for all of Basin City.

Othello will retain local service from station KRSC 1400 kHz, which provides daytime 5 mV/m

and nighttime interference-free service to 100% of Othello

Gain and Loss Areas

The 60 dBu contour of Channel 248C2 at Basin City nearly encompasses the 60 dBu contour

of the present Channel 248C3 operation at Othello. Therefore, there will be only a small loss

area directly associated with that upgrade, encompassing 38 km 2 and a 2000 Census

population of 249 persons. The gain area directly associated with the upgrade at Basin City

encompasses 3,799 km 2 and a 2000 Census population of 155,954 persons.

Channel Area and Population Served

Othello 248C3 4,808 km2 37,608 persons

Basin City 248C2 8,569 km2 193,313 persons

Common Area 4,770 km2 37,359 persons

Loss Area 38 km 2 249 persons

Gain Area 3,799 km 2 155,954 persons

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers



The proposed reallotment plan will not result in the creation of any white, gray, or underserved

areas. Each of the following stations provides 60 dBu service to 100% of the loss area':

KMLW-FM
KULE-FM
KZML-FM
KRCW-FM
KWIQ-FM
KPQ-FM

202C3
222C2
240C2
242C2
262C1
271C

Moses Lake, WA
Ephrata, WA
Quincy, WA
Royal City, WA
Moses Lake, WA
Wenatchee, WA

Additional service to portions of the loss area is provided by several stations:

KNWR-FM
KLWS-FM
Vacant
KTAC-FM
KDRM-FM
KWLN-FM
KFFM-FM
KWIQ-AM
KBSN-AM

214C1
218C2
228A
230C3
257A
277C3
297C
1020 kHz
1470 kHz

Ellensburg
Moses Lake
Royal City
Ephrata
Moses Lake
Wilson Creek
Yakima
Moses Lake North (NIF=12.4 mV/m)
Moses Lake (NIF=11.2 mV/m)

Much of the gain area associated with this proposal is considered to be well-served. However,

grant of the proposal will provide additional service to an underserved area encompassing 835

km 2 and a 2000 Census population of 532 persons, including 9 persons who will receive their

second aural service.

'In determining reception service provided by FM stations, the area of service circumscribed by the
station's 10 mV/m signal contour was considered, assuming 1) actual facilities for non-commercial stations
operating on reserved channels, 2) maximum facilities for the class of station for stations (other than Class
C stations) operating on non-reserved channels, and 3) minimum or existing Class C facilities, whichever
is greater, for Class C stations. For clear channel Class A AM stations, the service area was defined by the
station's 0.5 mV/m groundwave contour, based on its licensed facilities. Forall other classes offull-time AM
stations, reception service was defined as that service received within a station's nighttime interference-free
contour.

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers



The following 50 stations provide service to portions of the gain area:

KTCV-FM
KMLW-FM
KFAE-FM
KOLU-FM
KNWR-FM
KYPL-FM
KLWS-FM
KBLD-FM
KDNA-FM
KULE-FM
KZHR-FM
KQSN-FM
KTWY-FM
Vacant
KGSG-FM
KTAC-FM
KATS-FM
KIOK-FM
KXLE-FM
KNLT-FM
KZML-FM
KRCW-FM
KZTB-FM
KXRX-FM
KEYW-FM
KLES-FM
KUJ-FM
KDRM-FM
KHHK-FM
KWIQ-FM
KARY-FM
KGDN-FM
KMNA-FM
KPQ-FM
KORD-FM
KQBE-FM
KWLN-FM
KWHT-FM
KXDD-FM
KONA-FM
KRSE-FM
KEGX-FM
KFFM-FM
KONA-AM
KFLD-AM
KALE-AM
KWIQ-AM
KTCR-AM
KBSN-AM
KGA-AM

201A
202C3
206C
211C2
214C1
216C1
218C2
219C3
220C1
222C2
223C1
225C2
227C1
228A
229A
230C3
233C1
235C
237C2
239C
240C2
242C2
244A
246C
252C2
254C3
256C1
257A
259C3
262C1
264C2
267C3
269C3
271C
274C
276C2
277C3
278C1
281C1
287C
289C1
293C
297C
610 kHz
870 kHz
960 kHz
1020 kHz
1340 kHz
1470 kHz
1510 kHz

Kennewick
Moses Lake
Richland
Pasco
Ellensburg
Yakima
Moses Lake
Kennewick
Yakima
Ephrata
Dayton
Toppenish
Walla Walla
Royal City
Pasco
Ephrata
Yakima
Richland
Ellensburg
Walla Walla
Quincy
Royal City
Benton City
Walla Walla
Pasco
Mabton
Walla Walla
Moses Lake
Yakima
Moses Lake
Grandview
Pasco
Prosser
Wenatchee
Richland
Ellensburg
Wilson Creek
Pendleton
Yakima
Kennewick
Yakima
Richland
Yakima
Kennewick (NIF=1 0.2 mV/m)
Pasco (NIF=4.4 mV/m)
Richland (NIF=4.9 mV/m)
Moses Lake North (NIF=12.4 mV/m)
Kennewick (NIF=23.0 mV/m)
Moses Lake (NIF=11.2 mV/m)
Spokane (Class A)

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers
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The attached map exhibit depicts the gain area and the contours of the stations listed above.

Numerals indicate the number of existing services in the underserved areas. The following

table lists the areas and populations in the underserved portion of the gain area which will

receive additional service:

Number of Existing Services Land Area and Population

1 59 km2 9 persons

2 445 km2 409 persons

3 262 km 2 83 persons

4 69 km2 31 persons

No "Tuck" Analysis Is Required

The allotment of Channel 248C2 at Basin City will not provide 70 dBu service to any portion of

the Richland-Kennewick-Pasco Urbanized Area. Basin City is not located within the Richland­

Kennewick-Pasco Urbanized Area. Based upon these circumstances, no "Tuck" analysis is

believed to be required in support of the proposed reallotment plan.

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers



FMSTUDY.EXE Copyrlght 2002, Hatfield &Dawson, LLC Version 1.60

SEARCH PARAMETERS FM Database Date: 020329
Channe1: 248C2 97.5 MHz Page 1

Lat itude 46 39 26
Longitude. 119 10 23

Safety Zone 50 km
Job Title BASIN CITY 248C2 ALLOTMENT SITE

Ca 11 City Channe1 ERP(kW) Latltude Bearing Dist Req
Status St FCC File No. Freq. HAAT(m) Longltude deg-True (km) (km)

KXRX WALLA WALLA 246C 50.000 45-59-04 133.8 107.58 105
LIC WA BLH-7497 97.1 408.0 118-10-08 2.58 CLOSE

KXRXaux WALLA WALLA 246C 0.130 DA 46-13-41 175.0 47.89 0
LIC WA BLH-980813KA 97.1 -57.0 119-07-08 000 AUX

KKRS DAVENPORT 247C3 5.100 47-35-14 42.7 141. 99 117
LIC WA BMLED-010913ABB 97.3 220.0 117-53-26 24.99 CLEAR

KBSG-FM TACOMA 247C 55.000 47-30-14 295.0 232.66 188
LIC WA BLH-891018KC 97.3 729.0 121-58-29 44.66 CLEAR

KTWD '~ALLACE 248Cl 12.000 DA 47-33-49 67.0 272.76 224
CP ID BPH-001219ADH 97.5 674.0 115-50-01 SS 48.76 CLEAR

KZLN-FM OTHELLO 248C3 4.600 46-45-55 325.8 14.54 177
L1C WA BLH-920224KD 97.5 232.0 119-16-49 -162.46 SHORT

WINTHROP 248A 0.000 48-27-40 339.8 21431 166
VAC WA - 97.5 00 120-10-36 48.31 CLEAR

KYSN EAST WENATCHEE 249A 3.000 47-22-52 3140 116.87 106
L1C WA BLH-811009AK 97.7 -46.0 120-17-16 10.87 CLEAR

KYSN EAST WENATCHEE 249C3 9.300 DA 47-22-51 314.0 116.84 117
CP WA BPH-991014ABO 97.7 -30.0 120-17-15 -0.16 SHORT

NEW SUNNYSIDE 249Ll 0.100 46-19-22 240.2 74.26 0
.APP '~A BNPL-010613ADT 977 -17.9 120-00-37 0.00 LPFM

NEW UNION GAP 249Ll 0000 46-33-36 264.4 101. 94 0
APP WA BNPL-010612AAN 97.7 00 120-29-46 000 LPFM

KTHK MILTON-FREEWATER 250C1 20.000 45-47-51 139.2 125.68 79
LIC OR BLH-970716KC 97.9 403.0 118-06-54 SS 46.68 CLEAR

NEW YAKIMA 250Ll 0.000 46-35-55 266.8 103.00 0
APP WA BNPL-OI0614AJQ 97.9 0.0 120-30-55 0.00 LPFM

NEW YAKIMA 250Ll 0.000 46-35-07 266.0 102.99 0
APP WA BNPL-010615ALT 97.9 o 0 120-30-49 0.00 LPFM

NEW ZILLAH 250Ll 0000 46-24-33 251. 5 85.40 0
APF WA BNPL-010615AOH 97.9 305.0 120-13-36 000 LPFM

-- END OF FM SPACING STUDY FOR CHANNEL 248 --
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Statement of Engineer

This Engineering Statement supporting a Petition for Rulemaking to revise the Table of

Allotments at Basin City and Othello, Washington, has been prepared Erik C. Swanson, EIT,

under my direct supervision, and on behalf of Wheeler Broadcasting, Inc. All representations

herein are true to the best of my knowledge. I am an experienced radio engineer whose

qualifications are a matter of record with the Federal Communications Commission. I am a

partner in the firm of Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers and am Registered as a

Professional Engineer in the States of Washington and California.

Signed this 51h day of April, 2002.

Benjamin F. Dawson III, P.E.

Hatfield & Dawson Consulting Engineers
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American FactFinder Page 1 of3

U.S. Census Bureau .~~.

!f8~. "I Quick Tables
i Bale Faets j

Main I Search I Feedback I FAQs I Glo'

01"-1. Profile oL~ene@I_Dem.Qgraphic Characteristi<::~L 2000
Data Set: Census 2000 Summary FileJ..iliF 1) 1OO-pl3.r_<::ent Data
Geographic Area: Basin City COP, Washington

NOTE: For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
httllftfid Ih Iidt tl flhtQ.il!a9 __ 1n J~.r.c~_l'lsu~.gov orne en a ana es~~ ___ l,J,_ m..

Sub;.c! Numbe Percen

Total nonulatlon 968 100.
I~EXAND AGE
Male 50 52.E
Female 459 47.

Under 5 vears 131 13,
5 to !f\;ears 111 11.5
10 to 14--;;-ears 106 11.
15 to 19 vears 13 13,
a to 24--;;-ears 7, 8.
S to 34vears 159 16.

35 to 44 vears 123 12.7
5 to 54 \lears 62 6.4

55 to 59--;;-ears 21 2,2
o to 64vears 1 1,
5 to 74 vears 1 1,

75 to 84 Ilears 1 1,
5vears and over 4 O.

Median a e {vears 20,4 X

18vears and over 546 56,'
Male 291 30,1

Female 255 26,

l2"1Vears and over 475 49.1
2 vears and over 36 3,7
5 vears and over 2 2,

Male 1 1,

Female 1 1.

RACE
lOne race 749 77.4

White 53~ 55,7

Black or African American 0,

American Indian and Alaska Native 0,

Asian 3 a
Asian Indian a O.
Chinese a 0,0
Fj/;oino I 0,(
Jananese 2 0.2
Korean 1 0,1
Vietnamese ( 0,
Other Asian 1 0,

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0,
Native Hawaiian 0,
Guamanian or Chamorro 0,
Samoan 0,
Other Pacific Islander 2 0,

http://factfindeLcensus,govlbfUang=en_vt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_DP1.Jleo_id=16001.., 4/10/2002



American FactFinder Page 2 00

Subiect Numbe Percen
Some other race 201 20.

wo or more races 219 22.

Race alone or in combination with one or more other races 3

White 753 77.
Black or African American C 0.0

meriean Indian and Alaska Native 11 1.1
Asian 0.8
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 2 0.2

orne other race 413 42.

HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE
Total DODulation 968 100.

Hisoanic or Latino (of any face 737 76.1
Mexican 675 69.7
Puerto Rican O.
Cuban O.
Other Hisoanic or Latino 6 6.4

Not Hispanic or Latino 231 23.5
White atone 218 22.

RELATIONSHIP
Total oonulation 968 100.

In households 968 100.
Householder 21 22.
Spouse 157 16.2
Child 443 45.

Own child under 18 vears 38 39.
Other relatives 99 10.

Under 18 years 3 3.
Nonrelatives 5 5.2

Unmarried oartner 1 1.
In Qrouo Duarters O.

Institutionalized DO ulation O.
Noninstitutionalized ooculation O.

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE
Total households 219 100.

Familv households (families 205 93.
With own children under 18 years 149 68.

Married·coucle family 157 71.7
With own children under 18 years 11 53.

Female householder, no husband oresent 2 13.2
With own children under 18 years 2 11.4

lNonfamily households 1 6A
Householder livina alone 4.1

Householder 65 vears and over 4 1.8

Households with individuals under 18 years 163 74A
lHouseholds with individuals 65 vears and over 21 9.

veraae household size 4.42 (X
veraae familv size 4.41 X

HOUSING OCCUPANCY
Total housina units 221 100.

Occuoied housina units 21 99.1
[Vacant housing units O.

For seasonal recreational, or occasional use 1 0

Homeowner vacancv rate (percent) O. X
Rental vacancy rate (percent) 1. IX

http://factfinder.census.govlbfUang=en_vt_name=DEC_2000_SFl_U_DPl_geo_id=1600t.. 4/1 0/2002
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American FactFinder Page 3 of3

Subject Numbe Percen
HOUSING TENURE

Occuoied housina units 21 100.
Owner-occuoied housing units 14 67.1
Renter-occupied housinQ units 72 32.

varaoe household size of owner-occuoied unit 4.3 (X
Average household size of renter-occupied unit 4.60 (X
(X) Not applicable
1 Other Asian alone, or two or more Asian categories.
2 Other Pacific Islander alone, or two or more Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander categories.
3 In combination with one or more other races listed. The six numbers may add to more than the total population and the six
percentages may add to more than 100 percent because individuals may report more than one race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 Summary File 1, Matrices Pl, P3, P4, P8, P9, P12, P13, P17, P18, P19, P20,
P23, P27, P28, P33, PCT5, PCT8, PCT11, PCT15, Hl, H3. H4, H5, Hll, and H12.

http://factfinder.census.govlbfOang=en_vt_name=DEC_2000_SFI_U_DPI_geo_id=1600L 4/10/2002
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Yahoo! Yellow Pages Page 1 of2

Lose 10 Pounds By May 14th IlDieIs

Heightl 5 ihl7 3 in Weightl-- :~P~
Click Here to LoseJO Ib~~J'ARTNOW!

Welcome, Guest User

Yahoo! Yel/ow Pages
Beyond Basin City, WA (;hange"location - Save This location

Top> Search for: Basin City IBasin City

.. SearchJ'ublic"ReJ::ords on BClsi~j;lefore You call

All Businesses

Business Name
aaS!!! Cityflementary S~hoQI

(509) 269-4224
~~,,~,,--,,-~-~~---~-

Address
303 Bailie Blvd
Mesa, WA Mim

Showing 1-10 of 10

Miles*'

0.1

ElasinCity Auto p"rts
(509) 269-4411

7150 Road 170
Mesa,WA Map

0.2

Basl!1- City Market
(509) 269-4475

6930 Road 170
Mesa,WA Map 0.4

6j!n'!! Basin City Tire
(509) 269-4689

6521 Road 170
Mesa, WA Map

1.0

aasin City Airfield
(509) 269-4441

6941 R-170
Mesa, WA MCIQ 2.3

6asin City Am!n!lancJ!
(509) 000-1111 Mesa,WA Map

2.3

B"sin City M.()ble Homel'ark
(509) 269-4486 Mesa, WA Map 2.3

5.9Bailie Blvd & Park St
Mesa, WA Map

Basin City Baptist Church
(509) 269-4625

----_._-------------------
6asjll ~itv-!;xit Cdc
(509) 269-4031

281 1st Ave
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